
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – February 2021 
 
Friday, February 19th, 2021 
Hello everyone and my best wishes to you this Friday.  I want to thank each of our parents and 
guardians for keeping diligent with their family’s health during these COVID times.  We truly 
appreciate you reinforcing with your children the need to wear masks and sanitize / wash their 
hands regularly.  We all appreciate you keeping your children home if there is any household 
illness that you are unsure of its nature.  I would ask that you continue to regularly check with 
your children as to their progress in their classes.  If you see any missing assignments in their 
PowerSchool please have your child explain why it is missing and work with them to ensure that 
all their assignments are complete.  This will greatly assist us in keeping our children motivated 
and keeping up with their work as Spring draws nearer. 
 
On a sad note, I wish to let you know that I received a call this morning from our long-time head 
custodian Mr. Poritskiy whose family is gathered today to be with his wife in her final hours.  
This morning we all said a prayer together as a school community that I will share with you 
below. 
God, Bring this family peace. Provide them with your comfort. Let them know you tenderly care 
for each and every one of them. Lead them to be reunited with their loved one someday. Sit with 
them in their mourning. Let your presence provide rest. Thank you, for the gift of life Mrs. 
Poritskiy brought to the world. May she rest peacefully with you for eternity. Amen. 
 
Take good care everyone. 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal Sir John Thompson. 
 
Important dates in February 
17th – March 31st – The season of Lent 
22nd - Intention Icon in PowerSchool opens 
24th – Pink Shirt Day 
25th and 26th – Teachers Convention – No School 
 
SJT General Open House last night 
Last night's Open House was fantastic!  We hosted many families of our prospective students 
and answered many great questions.  Our staff were excited with the responses we received in 
showcasing the fine work that goes on every day in our school.  We have posted the 
presentation on our website and you are welcome to view it at any time or share it with your 
friends.  At any time, our prospective families can check out our website for videos and more 
information on how to register and information about our school.  If you or your friends would 
like to know any specific information to help register, please call the school and we will be 
happy to help you out.  We are looking forward to welcoming many new families to the Sir John 



Thompson family.  Thank you everyone for continuing to spread the good word about our 
school.  We are very proud to have you as our community! 
 
ECSD Educational Planning – Choosing your learning stance for next school year. 
We have fielded several inquiries about the upcoming decision by our school division to have 
families declare their learning stance for next September.  The original date for the information 
going out to all families was February 17th.  However, we have received some notice today that 
this will be rolled out on Monday, February 22nd and stay open until March 22nd.  We have 
been informed that all families will be asked to declare their ‘intention for their child’s 
schooling for September’.  This process will be made available to parents through the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal.  Families will work through a simple process by selecting the school 
that they intend to register at for next year.  For many of our grade 6 students coming into 
grade 7 they will have to access a dropdown menu if they reside outside our area and select Sir 
John Thompson.  For those that live within our attendance area SJT will be selected for you. 
It is important to note that there will be a choice to select ECSD’s New Online Academy.  This is 
a new way of offering online learning for families who wish to select that form of learning at an 
alternative location.  We certainly miss our online Triton family currently and expect to have 
our students return to in-school learning for September.  It has been far too long to not have 
had the chance to see you in the halls and socializing with your friends in a great learning 
environment. 
Once the Division sends out their correspondence to families, we will dig into it and see what 
that specifically means for our community and I will send out more information prior to 
teacher’s convention. 
 
High School Registration information from Archbishop O’Leary 
We have received information from Archbishop O’Leary with regards to registering for Grade 
10.  We anticipate receiving information in the coming weeks from Archbishop MacDonald as 
well as St. Joseph’s.  We will be forwarding this information on to our families when we receive 
it.  In the meantime, should you have any questions regarding programming or registration for 
high school please visit their websites and attend their Open Houses which take place over the 
next few weeks. 
An excerpt from the Archbishop O’Leary letter is included below.  Please see the attachment for 
full details. 

 O’Leary Open House and Course Selection Information  
There are more questions this year from parents and prospective students, than ever before. This is 
understandable, due to COVID and the fact that we cannot hold an in-person Open House or 
Application/Course Selection Day, as we would normally. This document will attempt to answer as 
many questions as possible, by explaining what will happen with Open House and course selection.  
This document has four sections:  
1. Virtual Open House  
2. New O’Leary Applicants Currently Attending Edmonton Catholic Schools  



3. Archbishop O’Leary Conference Manager  
4. Important Dates  
 
If you have any questions, please email olearyquestions@ecsd.net. 

From our Business Office - School, Bus Fees, Yearbook and Parent PowerSchool  
Student account statements reflects school fees that are now overdue. Bus pass payments 
are due on the 1st of every month. Once payment is received your child will be given the 
bus pass. In addition, the 2020 2021 yearbook (that will be delivered in September 2021) is an 
optional purchase. If you do not wish to purchase the yearbook, please call the office and we will 
remove it from your account. 

Payments can be made on your parent PowerSchool account or by calling the school to book an 
appointment to pay for your fees. If you have any questions, please call Ms. Anita Riva 780-454-
9202 or email at anita.riva@ecsd.net..  

The parent PowerSchool is an excellent resource for parents to check attendance, grades and pay 
fees.  PowerSchool works much better from a laptop, desktop, or iPad rather than a cell phone. 
Please make every effort to check your parent account regularly. If you are having difficulty 
accessing your parent account, please call the school and we can assist you with any problems 
you may have.  
 
Bonk out Hunger at SJT! 
Our Food drive only has three days remaining next week!  Students can trade in food to send a 
‘cheezy love note’ to other students.  Check out the picture below of the mountain of Kraft 
Dinner that has been donated so far.  Be sure to ask your sons and daughters about how their 
class is doing with the food drive and the class activities at lunch for their homeroom! 
 
Pink Shirt Day – February 24th 
Next Wednesday the Triton Community celebrates Pink Shirt Day where we all wear Pink to 
remember to be positive in our interactions with others as we support each other and look out 
for those who need our help.  Below is an excerpt from pinkshirt.ca which highlights this day of 
Anti-Bullying.  Lets all remember to wear Pink next Wednesday! 

This Pink Shirt Day, our focus is working together and treating others with dignity and respect. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected us all and shown the importance of helping one another 
and advocating for those who need it. Help us “lift each other up” and support programs that 
encourage healthy self-esteem and teach empathy, compassion, and kindness. 
 
Music Returns for grade 9’s 
We are very excited to be able to see the return of music for our Grade 9 students.  Miss Martin 
has been working closely with our Division Music consultant to work through all the updated 
Division guidance protocols to have in place for instruments to be played in the classroom.  Our 
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Grade 9 classes are small and are the only ones we can accommodate maintaining a 2-meter 
distance in our music room.  We realize that this is not ideal, but it certainly is a start and allows 
our students to play in a small group ensemble.  Our much larger grade 7 and 8 classes continue 
to focus on an amazing array of rhythm instruments.  It certainly is amazing to hear the sounds!  
Our hopes are that we can return to playing our full music ensembles next year. 
 
Pictures from around the school 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
Friday, February 12th, 2021 
Happy positive Friday everyone! 
Next week we celebrate Ash Wednesday at our school.  This celebration marks 
the beginning of the Lenten season.  It is a time to reflect on how we are with 
God, with our neighbor, and with ourselves.  We are conscious of our own ability 
to mend our relationship with all those around us and look for ways to accomplish 
this.  The Lenten season concludes with the celebration of Easter at the end of 
March and the resurrection of Jesus.  I am always reminded as Lent begins that 
Spring is just around the corner and love to see the way how our world around us 
changes as the weather begins to warm up.  I wish you all a fantastic Family Day 
long weekend and look forward to seeing the weather warm up next week! 
 
Best wishes, stay warm, and safe everyone! 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 



 
Important dates in February 
15th – Family Day – No school 
17th – Ash Wednesday Celebration at SJT – Lent begins February 17th – March 31st. 
18th – SJT Open House 6:30pm 
25th and 26th – Teachers Convention – No School 
 

Grades 9-12: Career Information for Parents/Students 
ECSD has work experience information for parents and students available on our public 
website. Currently listed are information sessions being provided by CAREERS: The Next 
Generation. These sessions are for students in grades 9-12, free, and are virtual. The next 
session is Feb 9. @ 6 pm and is focused on a career as an electrician. 

Sessions cover a wide range of areas, such as Industrial Trades, and 
Information/Communication Technologies. 

While we have shared this information with CTS teachers, we encourage administrators to also 
share with other staff and their school communities, as appropriate. 
Students/parents do need to sign up for the sessions. The link to sign up for the next session 
and more information about CAREERS is available on the public website 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/12983/work-experience-information. 

EAP and General Open Houses 
Last Thursday we had our EAP Information evening.  Our staff did a tremendous 
job putting together a concise presentation which highlighted the many facets of 
our program.  Our apologies for some of the technical glitches which seemed to 
be present throughout the evening.  We were informed that Microsoft was 
experiencing some technical issues which had the effect of disabling some of the 
speed of the video feed as well as the ability to provide questions in the chat 
thread.  However, our technical geniuses have worked tirelessly to post our 
presentation on our website for anyone to view.  It can be found by selecting the 
‘Open House’ button or by selecting ‘programs – Enhanced Academic Program 
(EAP)’.  I have provided the link below:   
https://www.ecsd.net/8207/page/15021/enhanced-academic-program-eap 
 
The link will take you to our YouTube account where you will be able to see the 
presentation in its entirety as well as the specific academic core excerpts. 
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We are preparing an EAP FAQ’s document based on all the questions we have 
received and will be publishing it on our website next week. 
 
SJT General Open House – Thursday, February 18th, 2021 at 6:30pm 
We are in the process of putting the finishing touches on our Open House 
preparations for next week.  We certainly hope that you all pass the good word to 
our community to check out our presentation.  We have been working towards 
solving the technical difficulties we experienced at our EAP Information Evening.  
We anticipate a lot of questions and will have our staff standing by to provide our 
community with answers. 
 
Check out our website for all the information. 
https://www.ecsd.net/8207/page/12126/open-house-information 
 
Student Leadership 
Today was ‘Dress for Success Day’ at SJT.  Our students have been bringing in 
donations to the Food Bank and creating ‘Cheesy Love notes’ to share with their 
classmates.  So many of our students were excited to dress up and looked 
fabulous!  See the pictures below! 
 
 
Pictures from around the school 
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Friday, February 4th, 2021 
Happy positive Friday to all our families.  Todays reading comes to us from Hebrews (13:1-8).  
“Let brotherly love continue.  Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly 
entertained angels.  Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment, and of the ill-treated as of 
yourselves, for you also are in the body….. “.  This excerpt reminds me of the true value to be had in 
helping others and being mindful of other people’s situations.  We certainly are fortunate to have such a 
supportive community that has always thought of others.  This past week Ms. Molyneux and I have been 
doing grade 6 presentations to our feeder schools and forming next year’s cohort of students in grade 7.  
In these presentations we show pictures of the many ways that we instill in our children the value of 
helping others without any thought of gain for themselves.  The social justice initiatives here at Sir John 
Thompson certainly go a long way to form our children into champions of those in need.  Whether it be 
the Sign of Hope Campaign, snow shoveling in the community, or the February Food drive.  Our future 
grade 6 students are very excited to be a part of helping others.  Thank you for raising great kids!  We 
certainly appreciate your support. 
 
Take care everyone and stay warm in the coming week! 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal SJT. 
 
Important dates in February 



11th – SJT EAP Information evening 
15th – Family Day – No school 
17th – Ash Wednesday Celebration at SJT 
18th – SJT Open House 
25th and 26th – Teachers Convention – No School 
 
February Leadership events 
Special thanks to our Leadership Team who have been putting together these amazing events 
for February!  Let’s all get behind the February Food drive. 
 Food Drive - February 1-24  
 Class Challenge:  You CAN Make a Difference - Bonk out Hunger this February.  

Each class will receive two posters (to track the food items donated) + a bingo bonker! 
Extra activities:  
 Be CHEESY, send a “Love” Note.  Sold from common area February 1-10 (AM + lunch) 

Cost of Love Note = 1 Box of MAC & CHEESE  
 Rubix Cube Tournament (common area)   
 Valentine’s Day  
 Friday February 12 - Dress to Impress Day - Photo Booth in AM and at lunch  
 Valentine’s for every student!  

 
 
EAP and General Open Houses 
 

 
  



Parish information 
From St. Edmund and St. Charles parish: 
(Please see the two attachments for more information) 
“Sacrament of First Eucharist”  

As promised yesterday at our principal/pastor meeting- please find attached the sacramental 
information for St. Charles and St. Matthew (all on one page) to send to your parents who may be in 
their parishes.  

Thanks,  

Monica Murphy 

Grade 6 Class Visit – St. Timothy and St. Angela 
This week Mrs. Molyneux and Mr. Kaup continued our virtual presentation tour with our feeder 
schools.  We had a great time visiting the amazing students at St. Timothy on Monday.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Schmidt who always does an amazing job at preparing her students for a successful 
transition to grade 7 at SJT.   
 
Today we visited the in-school students at St. Angela and the online cohort of students from 
both St. Angela and St. Lucy.  It truly was an amazing experience to connect with our future 
students in their classrooms and in their homes.  We even got to say hello to several brothers 
and sisters who graduated from SJT over the last two years.  The SJT class of 2024 looks like a 
great group that certainly is looking forward to joining our SJT family next year.  Thank you to 
Ms. Krausert and Ms. Clark for welcoming us virtually into their classes and their help in 
facilitating all the great questions.   
 
Student Teachers 
On Monday February 8th we would like to welcome to our school community two student 
teachers from the University of Alberta.  Mr. Puffer will be joining Madame Berube in French 
and Mr. Hoang will be joining Mr. Engebretson in Math.  Each of our student teachers will be 
working closely with their cooperating teachers in learning the art of teaching.  We look 
forward to their youthful enthusiasm in contributing to the Sir John Thompson community. 
 
Extreme Weather expected next week 
In times of extreme weather conditions our Division Transportation Services may need to send 
information to families regarding the cancellation of Yellow Bus services.  We certainly hope that this 
will not be the case, but I wanted to let families know how they will find out this information should the 
need arise.  I have cut out an excerpt from our divisions Transportation department letter with 
information regarding the Cancellation of Yellow Bus Services and how this will be communicated to 
families should this happen.  Please ensure that your child dresses warmly next week! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from around the school 



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


