
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – June 2021 
 
Friday June 18th, 2021 
Hello everyone!  Happy positive Friday to all our families.  This will be the last Friday update of 
this school year.  As I think back on all the switches in learning from at-home to in-school and 
back again I remain very proud of your children for being so adaptable and flexible this past 
school year.  I know that this would not be possible without the continuous positive support 
your children have received from their families.  The way our entire community has pulled 
together has shown an amazing amount of resilience in everyone.  I wish everyone a well-
deserved summer break and may God’s blessings always be with you and your family in all that 
you do.  You can expect a letter in the third week of August with specific information leading 
into next school year.  The letter will be a FAQ sheet for grade 7’s and one for our grade 8’s / 
9’s.  I look forward to seeing you all in September!   
 

God of wisdom, we thank you for all the gifts you have given us throughout 
this school year. We praise you for giving us life, for saving us in Christ, and 
for choosing us to be your people. 

As we come to the end of this school year, we voice our gratitude for the 
good things you have done in us, and we praise you for all who have shared 
in the work of this school. 

We ask that you bless them in your love and give them refreshment and 
peace. We praise you, God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns forever and ever. 

Amen 

Sincerely, 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal  
 
 



Important Dates and pick up information for next week 
 
June 21st – National Indigenous People’s Day - no exams scheduled.  SEE DETAILED SCHEDULE BELOW. 

Awards on Broadcast – Farewell Mass (in school and online students) – Dress to Impress 
Day!!  - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal  
 In school - Grade 9 award pick up – June 21st. 

 
June 22nd – Language Arts Part B Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 

 In school - Grade 8 award pick up – June 22nd.  
 

June 23rd – Science Final AM - 11:00 am Dismissal 
 In school - Grade 7 award pick up – June 23rd.  

 
June 23rd and 24th:  Online students only 
 All pickups and returns in the office no appointment required. 
 Online student’s textbook and library book return 
 Grade 9 certificate pickup 
 Awards pickup 

 
June 24th – Exam Makeup Day – no school for students unless prior arrangements have been made to 

write a final exam.  If necessary, alternate Day for Awards Pickup office only.  
 
June 25th – Conflict Resolution Day – Final Report Cards released at Noon.  Please contact your child’s 

teacher in the afternoon if there are any concerns. 
 
*Textbook return (in-school) – students will bring their textbooks to their homeroom class and 
return them on the day that they write their course exam. 
 
School office hours – June and August 
 
Our school office will close for the summer on Monday June 28th.  I have attached the SJT 2021-
2022 Student Supplies list for your convenience and will resend it with the August introduction 
letters.  Please check our website for information to assist you over the summer. 
 
Our school office will reopen on Wednesday, August 25th, 2021, at 8:00 am to answer any 
questions that you may have. 
 
Happy Fathers Day – Sunday June 20th 
We wish a very special day to all our fathers in our school community on Sunday.  To all fathers 
out there I share with you the following words from Pope Francis. 
To be a good father means to offer everything, holding nothing back; to protect without suffocating; to 

pardon without asking anything in return; to wait patiently and trustingly. It means following the 
example of the "Good Father" who is in heaven. May God bless all fathers!  Pope Francis 



Parent Council gift cards to staff! 
A very special thank you to our Parent Council for the 
wonderful gift cards that they provided for our staff.  
This sentiment was very much appreciated by us all. 
Your support throughout the year certainly has been 
amazing.  Thank you to Jennifer Harvey for coming in 
and presenting it to us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Indigenous People’s Day and Grade 9 Farewell 
On Monday, June 21st SJT is proud to celebrate National Indigenous People’s Day.  We have 
asked all of our students to ‘Dress to Impress’!  Throughout the day, our students will be 
participating in class-based activities that focus on the proud heritage of our Indigenous people.   
 
We will also be having our final year end mass celebrated in our homerooms in much the same 
format that we have done earlier in the year.  Our Grade 9 Farewell will also take place for our 
graduating students.  Please note that we are not able to invite any parents or outside guests to 
this celebration being held during the day.  However, we are very happy to be able to invite our 
Grade 9 online cohort of students to this Farewell celebration.  Information was sent out last 
week and our families were asked to RSVP to their child’s online homeroom teacher Mrs. Profiri 
9C, by Friday June 18th.  A detailed outline of the day’s activities is provided for you below. 
 
All students 
8:45 to 9:45 National Indigenous Peoples Day Session 
Grade 7, 8 and 9 students will participate in Indigenous focused activities.  
9:45 to 10:45 All students - SJT Farewell Celebration Mass & Grade 9 Certificate Presentation 
Presentation of Grade 9 Certificates. 
Grade 7s and 8s 
10:45 to 11:00 Grade 7s and 8s.  A student leadership student will deliver treats to each 
homeroom! 
Grade 7 and 8s will be dismissed at 11 AM 
 
Grade 9s 
10:45 to 11:10 Grade 9 classes will be invited to the gym for the photo booth (social distanced 
and following protocols). 



 
11:10 to 11:40 Grade 9s will return to homerooms and wait to be called for lunch. 
A small group of staff will serve lunch.  Lunch will be eaten in homeroom cohorts. 
Grade 9 Farewell Presentation created by Student Leadership and Staff.  
 
11:45 to 12:00 Students may mingle in the common area and/or return to the Photo Booth in 
the Gym. (Students may also choose to leave once the lunch and videos are done.) 
*Links to the celebration mass and Grade 9 Farewell Presentation will be made available 
through in all students Religion Google classrooms for students to access and their parents to 
view. 
 
Awards email to recipients sent out today! 
On Friday we will be sending out a Swift notice to our award recipients congratulating them and 
directing them to pick up their award at the office the following week according to the pickup 
dates below.  A Link will be sent out for the Google slideshow presentation to the recipients. 
 
Letter of Congratulations - MLA Jon Carson 
Please see the attached letter from our MLA from Edmonton-West Henday Constituency, Jon 
Carson to our grade 9 graduating class and their families. 
 
Pictures from around the school 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Friday June 11th, 2021 
Hello everyone and a Happy Positive Friday to you all!  This past week certainly has been a busy 
week here at SJT with our staff preparing our students for final exams and planning for next 
year.  We are planning for a return to normal functioning in September!  I certainly am very 
excited to see our students be able to participate in the full range of opportunities our school 
has offered them in the past.  Personally, I really have missed the casual visits by both parents 
and students in my office as you come in to pick up your child for appointments.  I look forward 
to reconnecting with parents at our many events and extracurricular activities and seeing your 
children grow up each day as they perform and compete. 
 
This morning we took a moment of silence to support the Muslim community in remembrance 
of the family that tragically lost their lives last Sunday in an act of hate in London Ontario.  In 
times like these I am reminded by the words of Pope John Paul II when he said, ‘As we open 
ourselves to one another, we open ourselves to God’. 
 
I wish you all a great weekend and thank you as always for your continued support of our 
school. 



 
May God Bless you all. 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 
 
Important dates in June 
June 15th – last day of classes – full day for all students 
June 16th – Math Part A Final – 9:00 - 11:00 am Dismissal. 
June 17th – Social Studies Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 
June 18th – Math Part B Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 
 
June 18th – Swift letter sent to award recipients congratulating recipients and directing them to pick up 

their award at the office the following week.  Link will be sent out for the Google slideshow 
presentation to the recipients. 

 
June 21st – National Indigenous People’s Day - no exams scheduled.   

Awards on Broadcast – Farewell Mass (in school and online students) – Dress to Impress 
Day!!  - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal  
 In school - Grade 9 award pick up – June 21st. 

 
June 22nd – Language Arts Part B Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 

 In school - Grade 8 award pick up – June 22nd.  
June 23rd – Science Final AM - 11:00 am Dismissal 

 In school - Grade 7 award pick up – June 23rd.  
June 23rd and 24th:  Online students only 
 All pickups and returns in the office no appointment required. 
 Online student’s textbook and library book return 
 Grade 9 certificate pickup 
 Awards pickup 

 
June 24th – Exam Makeup Day – no school for students unless prior arrangements have been made to 

write a final exam.  If necessary, alternate Day for Awards Pickup office only.  
 
June 25th – Conflict Resolution Day – Final Report Cards released at Noon.  Please contact your child’s 

teacher in the afternoon if there are any concerns. 
 
*Textbook return (in-school) – students will bring their textbooks to their homeroom class and 
return them on the day that they write their course exam. 
 
Chromebook returns 
For any in-school students that have Chromebooks loaned out, please return to the office by 
June 15, 2021, unless required for an exam. 
For any online student's that have Chromebooks loaned out, please return to the school June 
23-24th during textbook return. 
 



Final Exam Permission Forms 
We are still missing some final exam permission forms.  Please know that these forms are 
required for your child to leave the building following their final exams next week.  Please 
submit these forms by Monday June 14, 2021.  If these forms are not returned by this date, 
your child will remain at school in study hall until we have a signed form. 
 
We wish all of our students well as they prepare for their final exams next week. 
 
A letter from Dr. Hinshaw – vaccine information 
Attached you will find a letter from Dr. Hinshaw providing some information about vaccines.  
Included are some frequently asked questions as well as information to guide you in getting 
your COVID vaccine. 
Learning choice for next year 
Below you will find a letter (and attached) that the ECSD Division has asked me to send out to 
all of our families.  Should any of our families wish to change their learning stance for next year 
you may do so up to August 16th, 2021.  Currently 2% of our families have opted for online 
schooling starting in September at our Division’s Genesis Online Junior High School.  We greatly 
respect your decision to proceed with the learning choice that supports your family 
circumstances.  If you wish to change your learning stance for next year, please contact our 
office up until the end of June.  After that time, you may contact our Central office using the 
information provided below.   



 
Student Leadership 
Extra special thanks to the families and staff that donated prizes for the Grade 9 in-school 
Student Leadership Carnival: the Calderon family, the Corbett family, the Degerness family, the 
Fabella family, the Frattin family, the Harvey family, the Kennett family, the Ocampo family, the 
Roy family, the Toledo family, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Paplawski, Mrs. Profiri-Mathers, Mr. Pisani, and 
SJT Athletics. 

Staffing changes for next year 



Every year schools experience staffing changes due to continuous staff moving to other sites, 
temporary staff securing other positions, and schools who contract or grow in size.  This staffing 
season certainly has been a busy time. 
 
We are sad to see the following staff move on to other opportunities within our school division.  
These schools are certainly fortunate to have our amazing Sir John Staff join them for 
September. 
 
Mrs. Ricioppo-Esposito – Cardinal Leger Junior High School 
Mrs. Corbett – St. Rose Junior High School 
Miss. Comba – Louis St. Laurent Jr/Sr High School 
Mrs. Morel – St. Joseph High School 
Miss Martin 
Mrs. Griffin – St. Rose 
 
We welcome the following amazing staff to our Sir John Thompson Community beginning in 
September! 
 
Miss Babiak – LA / Religion 
Ms. Fuller – Music / Learning Coach 
Mr. Reichenauer – LA / Religion 
Mr. Hohmann – CTF, Math, Social 
Miss Poplawski – maternity leave for Mrs. Piscopo until February 
Mrs. Zetino – Educational Assistant 
Mrs. Silva – Educational Assistant 
Mrs. Edwards – Family School Liaison Worker (FSLW) 
 
Pictures from around the school 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday June 4th, 2021 
 
Hello everyone and a Happy positive Friday to you all.  As our province moves through the 
reopening process there are many changes that we hope will occur as time progresses.  Many 
of our families have been receiving their vaccines along with the rest of the province and we 
remain hopeful for a return to normal in the near future.  As we are in the midst of reopening 
dates, I ask for your patience as we all stay tuned for guidance for the coming weeks.  Please 
know that we are making every effort to keep your children safe and happy!   

A Mother's Prayer to the Guardian Angels of her Children 

I humbly salute you, O you faithful, heavenly Friends of my children! 
I give you heartfelt thanks for all the love and goodness you show them. 
At some future day I shall, with thanks more worthy than I can now give, 

repay your care for them, and before the whole heavenly court 
acknowledge their indebtedness to your guidance and protection. 

Continue to watch over them.  Provide for all their needs of body and soul. 
Pray, likewise, for me, for my husband, and my whole family, 

that we may all one day rejoice in your blessed company. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Sincerely,  
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
215 Indigenous students honoring their memory 



Last weekend you likely have heard about the tragic discovery of 215 children buried on the site 
of the Kamloops Indian Residential School in Kamloops.  On Monday, our staff wore Orange to 
show our support for the victims of this tragedy.  We also followed up with 2 minutes and 15 
seconds of silence and a wonderful tribute prepared by Mr. Luukkonen.  On Tuesday, our entire 
school division met on Teams and gathered in solidarity to watch a live presentation from our 
Indigenous Learning Services honoring the families and showing support for our Indigenous 
community.  It truly was a touching ceremony and was appreciated by all. 

 

 

Important dates in June 
 
June 11th – Grade 9 Farewell Carnival – In school students only 
June 15th – last day of classes – full day for all students 
June 16th – Math Part A Final – 9:00 - 11:00 am Dismissal. 
June 17th – Social Studies Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 
June 18th – Math Part B Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 
 
June 18th – Swift letter sent to award recipients congratulating recipients and directing them to pick up 

their award at the office the following week.  Link will be sent out for the Google slideshow 
presentation to the recipients. 

 
June 21st – National Indigenous People’s Day - no exams scheduled.   

Awards on Broadcast – Farewell Mass (in school and online students) – Dress to Impress 
Day!!  - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal  
 In school - Grade 9 award pick up – June 21st. 

 
June 22nd – Language Arts Part B Final - 9:00 – 11:00 am Dismissal 

 In school - Grade 8 award pick up – June 22nd.  
June 23rd – Science Final AM - 11:00 am Dismissal 

 In school - Grade 7 award pick up – June 23rd.  
June 23rd and 24th:  Online students only 



 All pickups and returns in the office no appointment required. 
 Online student’s textbook and library book return 
 Grade 9 certificate pickup 
 Awards pickup 

 
June 24th – Exam Makeup Day – no school for students unless prior arrangements have been made to 

write a final exam.  If necessary, alternate Day for Awards Pickup office only.  
 
June 25th – Conflict Resolution Day – Final Report Cards released at Noon.  Please contact your child’s 

teacher in the afternoon if there are any concerns. 
 
*Textbook return (in-school) – students will bring their textbooks to their homeroom class and 
return them on the day that they write their course exam. 
 
General Information for final exams 
We realize that for our grade 7’s and grade 8’s students that the June final exams will be a new 
experience.  Our Grade 9 students will be familiar with the expectation of writing a final exam 
in the morning and being able to go home to study after their exam is complete.  Our teachers 
have explained the process to their homerooms.  Please ensure that you have returned the 
permission letter to go home for the afternoon to your child’s homeroom teacher. 
 
*Please note that the dismissal time for students writing their final exams has changed to 
11:00am as we have traditionally done in the past. 
*Note:  Our at-home (online) students will be writing their final exams online at the 
scheduled times.  Our in-school students will be writing in person at Sir John Thompson 
following the schedule. 
 
*Upon completion of the final exam at 11:00 am students (in-school) will be dismissed to go 
home or to stay in study hall for the remainder of the day.   
*Students will arrive at school at their regular time in preparation for a 9:00am exam start. 
PowerSchool attendance will be taken for all students. 
 
For in-school students only - Students may go home after the exam by arranging their own 
transportation or stay in study hall for the remainder of the day.  Parent permission is required 
to go home.  Letters have been sent home soon with your child outlining the details.  Students 
will return their course textbook in their homerooms after each exam.  The last day for 
textbook returns will be on June 23rd. 
 
ECSD Parent Survey 
Earlier this week our parent/guardian community was sent a PowerSchool SWIFT email asking 
you to participate in our ECSD survey.  This was different than the one previously sent out 
which is from Alberta Education.  I would ask that you take the time, if possible, to provide your 



feedback on our great school community.  In the past our survey results have been fantastic, 
and we certainly value your input.  The information in included below for you. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SURVEYS: 

• Parents/guardians are requested to fill out a survey for each child registered in the Division by 
logging into PowerSchool (https://powerschool.ecsd.net) and then clicking on the SchoolEngage 
icon on the left hand side.   

• Parents/guardians are to respond to each child’s survey from the point of view of that child’s 
educational experience.  The first parent/guardian to respond on behalf of a student will be the 
response recorded.  One parent/guardian response per child. 
 

Pictures from around the school 
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