
Sir John Thompson Weekly Updates – November 
 
Friday, November 27th, 2020 
 
Happy Festive Friday to all our Sir John families. 
 
First of all, I want to wish you all well as this Sunday marks the first Sunday of Advent.  This is a 
time when we look forward in anticipation of the birth of Jesus.  It is also a time when we 
reflect on the coming Christmas season and the hope that that brings for all the world.  Father 
Mark McGee from St. Edmunds parish has shared this wonderful reflection that we are using in 
your child’s Religion classes.  I have included it here for you:  https://youtu.be/8P0aozMjXPk 

I want to share this prayer for all of us as we begin this Advent season and the promise of Hope 
for all our families and loved ones. 

God of light and life, give us hope as we wait for your coming again.  When we are 
tempted to be grateful to have found you while others are lost, send us out into the 
darkness in search of those who need you most, we pray to the Lord.  Amen 

   
It certainly has been a hectic week of working with your students and getting them prepared 
for the change to online learning.  I am amazed at how our students have progressed in their 
technical skills in a few short months.  Our staff operate at an extremely high level of technical 
capability as well.  Many of them have been teaching our online cohort since the beginning of 
the school year and have been amazing at sharing their experience with the rest of our staff as 
we prepare to launch into full online on Monday.   
 
What we have learned in the past is that it will take some time to work out all the wrinkles that 
come with such a massive change.  We are confident that we can continue our amazing online 
success with all our students.  We know that it will take some time for everyone to learn the 
system and get up to speed.  Our staff will be very accommodating and stand ready to help 
your child navigate through all the ups and downs we will experience early on.  To those 
families who already have been isolating I certainly hear that you all are doing very well already 
online!  Keep up the great work! 
 
Our school will remain open and our staff will be at school teaching their classes.  On Monday 
November 30th we welcome back to school 6 of our teachers who have finished their isolation.  
Another 6 staff are halfway through their isolation and are working from home.  They will 
return to SJT on December 4th.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal, Sir John Thompson 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F8P0aozMjXPk&data=04%7C01%7CKelly.Kaup%40ecsd.net%7C12c626383b0440bf830708d89260d6ef%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C1%7C637420292736303904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gC13TsxhyWBBNCu9I6XijMXWH9VGjatT41fFdJ0097w%3D&reserved=0


All Online students – general note 
For students to be successful and manage this new transition, we need the support of parents 
and guardians to take some time to have their child show them how they are progressing.  
Simply ask your child to show you all their Google classroom sites for their classes.  All students 
know their classroom codes for each class.  In addition, please reinforce the need for your child 
to actively engage in their online classes when they are scheduled.  Our teachers rely on a level 
of parental supervision at home that we are unable to provide online.  We thank you in advance 
for working together with us in your child’s education. 
 
Switch to online learning 
Our Chief Superintendent Robert Martin sent all the families in the school division a letter 
outlining the shift for all schools across the division to online learning.  I have included an 
excerpt below for you to reference: 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Students in Grades 7 – 12  
As of November 30, all students will be moving to online learning and will continue until January 11.  All 
Edmonton Catholic students who are currently enrolled in online learning will continue with their 
program during this timeframe. For your reference:  
• November 30 – January 8: Online learning for all junior and senior high students.  
• December 19 – January 3: Christmas break.  
• January 11: resume current learning option.  Normal classes resume for in-school SJT students. 
 
Here at Sir John Thompson there will be no change for our students that are in our online 
cohort. 
 
For those students who have been in-school we will be continuing their classes in an online 
format.  Our teachers have been working over the past few days with their classes to have them 
prepared for this shift beginning on Monday November 30th.   
 
Structure of delivery for online learning – November 30th to January 11th 
We have fielded several calls from parents over the past few days who are concerned with their 
children having to be at the computer all day.  We are in complete agreement with them.  As a 
result, our students will have breaks scheduled throughout their day where their option classes 
occurred previously.  Our option classes will continue with our teachers scheduling in class 
check in’s once per week (see details below). This has proven to be very successful with our 
online cohort students. 
 
Expectations for students moving from in-school to online:  

1. Students will meet as a class with their teachers using Microsoft Teams.  Students 
should continue to check their Google classrooms each day.  This is the primary way that 
teachers deliver their lessons and students hand in their work.   Please see the attached 



Day rotation schedule so you are aware of which Day 1-6 occurs on a particular day of 
the week.  This will allow students to know which day to follow in their schedule just 
the same way as they would at school. 

2. Students are expected to engage remotely during their regularly scheduled day, be 
present (virtually) and on time.  Our day rotation schedule is attached as well. 

3. Students will follow their regular schedule.  These have been handed out to students 
today and each schedule is attached to this email for your reference. 

4. Academic core and Religion classes – these will continue according to the students’ 
daily schedule.  Students will be expected to be present during these times on Teams or 
as directed by the teacher through their Google classrooms.  Teachers will be available 
during scheduled class times. 

6. Options – Options will continue for our students.  Teachers will be providing some fun 
activities that support their courses during this time.  Teachers will check in with their 
options students a maximum of once a week via Teams to provide instruction or general 
connection and assistance directly to students.  These times are listed on each student’s 
class schedule. 
*This allows students space in their day to manage their technical connection, keep up 
with their core classes, and engage in some physical activity.  Physical Activity is very 
important for this age group so please ensure your child is out shoveling snow! 
 
*CTF and Foods classes – due to liability we cannot ask our students to do practical 
work unsupervised.  Focus here would be on theory or some other activity that supports 
the students’ interest.   
*Physical Education – Our PE department will be posting videos and doing challenges 
for our students designed to get them active. 
*Outdoor Ed / Film Studies / French / Music / PE leadership  
 
All our options and their assignments are intended to be fun, light, and promote a 
lifelong general interest for our students.  This is a very difficult and stressful time for 
everyone.  We do not want our students to get overwhelmed in their academic course 
load during the transition time.  Options are designed to provide support to our 
student’s mental health during this time. 
 

5. Attendance – If you child is unable to be able to attend their classes on a particular day, 
we ask that a parent/guardian contacts the school as per the usual procedure.  Each 
teacher will be tracking their own classes attendance and progress.  To build 
responsibility in our young people we also want them to let their teachers know as 
well.  Our teachers will let parents know if their child is not keeping on track.  Please 
monitor your child’s daily work.  Ask them to show you what they are learning each day.  
In some cases, our Learning Team may reach out to assist students with getting back on 
track. 



6. Assessment – students are expected to hand in their work online in their Google 
classrooms as directed by their teacher.  Teachers may schedule online exams for their 
classes.  Please ensure that students are doing the exam on their own as this gives our 
teachers an understanding as to how students are progressing. 

7. Communication – there are a variety of ways to connect with your teacher.  The best 
way for students to contact their teacher is by sending a Teams message or in their 
Google classroom.  Please note that in a regular classroom, teachers answer dozens of 
questions in a few minutes.  This process is much slower in an online format, so please 
be patient.  Parents should reach out with any communication to our staff via email. 

8. Student Support team – Our student support team is available during this period to 
support the needs of your child.  Please contact them directly or call the school and we 
can direct you. 

 Jacki Paplawski – School Counsellor 
 Belinda Griffin – Family School Liaison Worker 
 Ida Ricioppo-Esposito – Learning Coach 

Current Grade 8 and 9 Parents/Students Only 
If you did not receive a copy of last school year Yearbook, we have a limited amount of 2019-
2020 (last school year) Yearbooks available for purchase in the office. This will be on a first 
come, first serve basis.  Please email anita.riva@ecsd.net or call the office at 780-454-9202 to 
reserve your Yearbook.  They are $35.00 each. Once purchased arrangements can be made 
through the office for pickup.   
 
Snow shovelling update 
Please see the wonderful note from one of our neighbors regarding our snow shoveling 
initiative in the community.  Our students and staff have had so much positive feedback from 
the community.  Well done everyone!  As everyone will be online as of Monday, November 30th 
we certainly hope that every student takes what they have learned about community spirit and 
shovel someone’s walk in your own community! 
 
Good morning Principal Kaup, 
I have a confession to make.  It's something that I truly feel guilty about.  And there is no excuse 
for what I have done.  I can only offer you my sincerest apologies. Not only have I inadvertently 
kept something from you, but even worse, I have shared this something many, many times with 
family and friends from across Canada - all the way from British Columbia to Ontario. 
And that makes me feel very guilty.  I've had this on my "To do" list for so long, but  . . . it 
appears that something always got in the way of completing this task.  And for that I am truly 
contrite.  Especially in light of the comments:  who are THESE kids?  They're just amazing!  What 
school are they from?  [Sir John Thompson Junior High] Look at how hard they're working.  That 
was just awesome to watch.  And they did this for no money?  Just to show that they are proud 
to be part of the neighborhood?  How cool is that!  This just blows me away! Oh, look! 
They're all wearing face masks, too. And they're all wearing sneakers.  That must be so 



cold.  [Naw, they're Canadian kids.  They're built tuff.] What school are they from again?  [Sir 
John Thompson Junior High]  I wish the junior high students in my city were that 
conscientious.  Why are they doing this? What school are they from?  [Sir John Thompson 
Junior High]  Is that located close to your house?  [Yes, my backyard backs onto the school 
grounds.]  What a wonderful school!  They must have great teachers and administrators.  A big 
tip of the hat to all of them!  I wish more schools could get their students so motivated.  They 
sure don't do this in my part of the country.  Just excellent!  What school was that again?  [Sir 
John Thompson Junior High]  Are any of the students available for adoption?  [I'm not 
sure.  Maybe.] OK.  Enough suspense.  One of my security cams caught all the action of the 
great and wonderful students of Sir John Thompson Junior High spilling into the neighborhood 
after our first snowfall of the season on the morning of October 20.  It was truly something to 
see! 
 
In all appreciation for what you and your students have done, a very big 
Thank You!  Your good deeds did not go unnoticed. 
Frank Jasperse 
 

Sign of Hope 
Thank you to all our amazing community members.  Yesterday Miss. Stetson and Mr. Kaup took 
our bus to Value Village to deliver all the donations.  There ended up being over a 100 bags 
weighing in at just over 2000 lbs! 
 
Last night Mrs. Corbett distributed all of the Krispy Kreme orders to our families.  We sold 250 
boxes with all proceeds going to the Sign of Hope.  I will share the final totals with everyone 
once we have all the information in. 

 

 



COVID at Sir John Thompson - Update 
The last two weeks we have been navigating two COVID cases in our community that have had 
a direct impact on our school.  This last week we had 12 staff away isolating.  While it has been 
challenging for everyone both at school and at home it has brought to light the amazing 
adaptability of both students and our staff.  Our students have been extremely helpful in doing 
their work and behaving for our many substitute teachers.  Check out the photos below of the 
creativity of our teachers as they taught remotely from home to our students at school.  I 
understand that many of the teacher’s pets took an active role from time to time in the video! 

 

 



 
 
FESTIVE FRIDAY 
Our plans for Festive Friday in December unfortunately must be shelved for this year.  However, 
we held a Festive Friday today to send our students into the Christmas season on a good note.  
The last hour of the day was a fantastic celebration where we all watched “Santa Claus is 
coming to town” that was enjoyed by our whole school.  It was amazing to see so many 
students dressed up in Christmas wear!  Special thank you to our Student Leadership team who 
once again took the lead in providing this opportunity for our community. 
 
Pictures from around the school 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 
Friday, November 20th, 2020 
 
Hello everyone.  In today’s morning prayer everyone was asked to silently reflect on the 
following: ‘We often know what Jesus wants us to do, but we do not always make the effort to 
do it.  How can we remind ourselves to make the effort?’  I have to say that this certainly must 
have had some impact as after lunch time recess I overheard some grade 9 students talking to 
their substitute teacher for gym saying, ‘we really should get out there and shovel, no one did it 
yesterday and there is that old lady across the street who really appreciates it when we do her 
walk’.  The substitute teacher quickly changed plans and the whole class grabbed a shovel and 
went out to take care of our community.  These acts of kindness really make me proud to be a 
part of this community.  Thank you for raising such great children! 
Enjoy the weekly update below. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly L. Kaup – Principal – Sir John Thompson  
 
Virtual Parent Teacher Interviews – November 26th  
Next Thursday, November 26th we are having our Virtual Parent Teacher interview day.  We 
thank all parents and guardians for their patience in supporting this format.  We certainly hope 
that it will give everyone the opportunity to connect with their child’s teachers.  If for any 
reason you are unable to book an appointment with the teacher of your choice, please reach 
out to them via email and they will be happy to find a convenient time to connect with you to 
discuss your child’s progress. 
 
December – Student Leadership Events 
Sunday November 29th marks the beginning of Advent as we prepare in anticipation of the 
nativity of Jesus at Christmas.  Our students will begin each week with a 15-minute Advent 



celebration. Thank you to Miss Stetson our school chaplain who has come up with a great plan 
to celebrate the coming birth of Jesus.   

We are changing the name of our Fridays from positive Friday to FESTIVE FRIDAYS!  Included in 
this plan see a return of an ILearn session on December 10th.  Students will vote as a class on 
the activity that they want to partake in on that Thursday morning.  Full details will follow over 
the coming weeks.  In addition, at the end of each week in December the last part of the day 
will be dedicated to Christmas activities which will be designed and led by our Leadership 
students.  Thank you to Mrs. Corbett and our student Leadership team to bring fun and 
creativity to our school community during the month of December.  Stay tuned! 

 
Online students 
We certainly hope that all our online families are doing well as they continue supporting their 
child’s learning in an online environment.  For students to be successful we need the support of 
parents and guardians to take some time to have their child show them how they are 
progressing.  Simply ask your child to show you all their Google classroom sites for their classes.  
In addition, please reinforce the need for your child to actively engage in their online classes 
when they are scheduled.  Our teachers rely on a level of parental supervision at home that we 
are unable to provide online.  We thank you in advance for working together with us in your 
child’s education. 
 
Sign of Hope! 
The Sign of Hope month at Sir John Thompson in continuing to gain momentum.  Thank you 
everyone for your help and support.  Let’s keep it going everyone! 
 
Here is how families can support SJT in our efforts to raise monies for Sign of Hope!  
 
Stuff the Triton Bus – last day is Wednesday November 25th at 6:00pm.  
 
The stuff a bus for the Sign of Hope is gathering momentum.  We now have over 80 bags of 
clothing that has been donated by our school community!!  Please feel free to drop off your 
clothing at the school anytime or send it with your child. 
 
We have a large student transporter, so we are halfway to stuffing the bus.  We appreciate you 
spreading the word and supporting this initiative.   



 
 
 
Bottle Drive 
Our bottle drive initiative needs your help!  Currently our total stands at $47. 
If you have the time this weekend, please make a trip to donate your bottles on behalf of Sir 
John Thompson. 
 
SJT has set up an account with North Refund Centre Bottle Drive for the month of November. 
Simply bring your bottles to 9504-162 avenue and ask them to assign your bottle refund to the 
SJT account. Again, all proceeds will go directly to Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope 
Campaign. 
 
Krispy Kreme donuts – SOLD OUT!  
The delivery date is scheduled for Thursday, November 26th. 
All orders must be picked up at Sir John Thompson between 5 PM and 7 PM on 
Thursday, November 26th, as refrigeration space is limited. 
 
Pictures from around the school 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, November 13th, 2020 
 
Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you all.  This morning we were blessed to have 
Father Mark McGee from St. Edmund’s parish come in to do a guest reflection in the morning 
prayer.  He is an amazing source of positive energy that we all appreciate here at school.  After 
the prayer he helped us load up our school transporter with the twelve bags of clothing 
donations we received this morning!  Thank you to everyone for your amazing support as we 
are moving towards filling up our bus.   
 
Have a great weekend everyone and thank you for contributing to an amazing community! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly L. Kaup Principal – Sir John Thompson. 
 
Sign of Hope Donations 
I would also like to encourage you to ask your friends who own businesses if they are able to 
support our Sign of Hope campaign.  Donations can be made by contacting our school office. 
Special thanks to Volvo of Edmonton for their generous support of $500 to 
support our Sign of Hope Campaign! 
 
 
 
 
 
COVID Update 
I have reattached the AHS COVID screening questionnaire for your reference along with an 
updated COVID flowchart (Should my child go to school?) to assist your family. 
 



Thank you for your continued prayers for our school community.  We all appreciate your efforts 
to keep everyone safe! 
 
 
Bus pass fees are now due 
Bus pass fee payment is due on the 1st of every month.  Payment is encouraged online 
through PowerSchool.  These fees can be paid in the office as well.  Please contact us if you 
need to arrange this.  We appreciate you looking after this as soon as possible. 
 
November break survey 
Our Division is taking feedback on the possibility of having a November break next year.  
Attached you will find instructions as to how to access the survey form through your 
PowerSchool.  We encourage all of our parents to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Parents/guardians can respond on behalf of each child registered in the Division by logging into 
PowerSchool (https://powerschool.ecsd.net) and then clicking on the SchoolEngage icon on the 
left hand side.  The survey closes on November 20th, 2020.   

Online students - SJT Reading program and Stuff a Bus evening 
The SJT library will be open from 3:30 – 6:00pm on Wednesday, November 18th for online 
students who need to get new books.  Staff will also be on hand taking any Stuff a Bus 
donations that evening.  Thank you for supporting both our Language Arts reading program and 
our Stuff a Bus project for the Sign of Hope. 
 
Remembrance Day link 
Last Tuesday we had another great school wide Remembrance Day celebration.  It was a very 
moving celebration where we took the time to remember our veterans and the fallen who have 
given their lives so that we may live in peace and freedom.  I invite you to view our celebration 
by selecting the link below. 
 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cVDyiK5ncFQhxRSpvRwXweWoVLvfsTIZYLRzaeuqNns
/edit?usp=sharing 

Virtual Parent Teacher Interviews – November 26th – Bookings open today. 
On Thursday, November 26th we are having our Virtual Parent Teacher interview day.  The 
format this year will allow for parents to schedule times to ‘meet’ with their teachers either on 
the phone or through Microsoft Teams.  They will take place from 1:30 – 5:00 and again from 
6:00 – 8:00pm.  This year parents will be able to book time and connect with up to four 
teachers.  Parents will indicate on the booking system their preference for a phone call or a 
Microsoft Teams meet via Video Chat.  Please follow the attached directions carefully.  At this 
time we are encouraging parents to opt for the Teams option if possible as our Division is 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerschool.ecsd.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckelly.kaup%40ecsd.net%7Cb6b2ace9a8d54518385c08d8872ea61c%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637407981720445997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lUu3%2BJCa42NHPF1prONSDRSGDRYED4l%2FbQ9Y1XcB6s4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1cVDyiK5ncFQhxRSpvRwXweWoVLvfsTIZYLRzaeuqNns%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CKelly.Kaup%40ecsd.net%7Cee100218313542aa38ef08d88507024a%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637405612474252052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ELgNgGc6c9Q77e67fi36gM5%2F5etW4NzWtyf4VlV%2FjNw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1cVDyiK5ncFQhxRSpvRwXweWoVLvfsTIZYLRzaeuqNns%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CKelly.Kaup%40ecsd.net%7Cee100218313542aa38ef08d88507024a%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637405612474252052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ELgNgGc6c9Q77e67fi36gM5%2F5etW4NzWtyf4VlV%2FjNw%3D&reserved=0


limited with the amount of phone lines that are available at any one time.  We also ask that you 
consider only booking a call if there is an urgent academic need to do so.  We are unsure how 
this will go with so many people coordinating appointments.  Our apologies in advance if there 
are any glitches in the system.  We have attached the instructions for booking your parent / 
teacher interview to this week’s update. 
 
Booking a phone call or TEAMS meeting will be done online and will be open 
and ready for parents to book time slots starting on Friday, November 13 at 
4:00pm.  Bookings will close on Monday, November 23 at 4:00pm. 
At any time, you wish to connect with your child’s teacher you can reach out via email and from 
there arrange a phone call if necessary.  Please regularly view your child’s PowerSchool grades.  
Included below is an explanation outlining the differences between formative and summative 
assessments that you may see in your child’s grades. 
 
New staff member at SJT! 
On Thursday of this week Mrs. Morel began her maternity leave.  We hosted a baby shower for 
her and shared in her excitement.  We are very pleased to welcome Miss. Martin who will be 
taking over for Mrs. Morel.  She is very excited to be a part of our community and is looking 
forward to teaching your children music.  She has an extensive background in piano and voice 
training from the University of Alberta and has been involved in music education throughout 
the Edmonton community.  
 
Yellow Bus cancellations and delays - information 
Throughout the winter months there are times when our Yellow bus service is adversely 
affected by inclement weather.  The notice below is the usual information our Division 
Transportation department sends out after the first snowfall of the year.  
RE: Cancellation of Yellow Bus Service - ALL PROGRAMS 
Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with 
respect to transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions. 
RADIO STATIONS 
630 CHED AM 930 The Light CJCA CBC 
CISN FM 103.9 SHINE 105.9 FM CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
THE CHUCK FM 92.5 TSN 1260 CFCW 840 
INEWS 880 AM 95.7 CRUZ FM The Breeze 96.3 KISS 91.7 The Bear 100.3 FM K97 97.3 
UP! 99.3 FM SONIC 102.9 FM 102.3 NOW! Radio 
POWER 107 104.9 VIRGIN Radio FM 
TV STATIONS 
CITYTV CTV Edmonton GLOBAL Edmonton CBC TV 
Every effort will be made to have messages broadcast commencing no later than 6:30 a.m. 
 



NOTE: The following is the link to our ECSD Yellow Bus Delay Board to assist you should the 
need arise: https://www.ecsd.net/page/1266/yellow-bus-status 
 
Sign of Hope! 
The Sign of Hope month at Sir John Thompson in continuing to gain momentum.  Thank you 
everyone for your help and support.  Let’s keep it going everyone! 
 
Here is how families can support SJT in our efforts to raise monies for Sign of Hope!  
 
 
Stuff the Triton Bus!  
The stuff a bus for the Sign of Hope is gathering momentum.  We now have over 30 bags of 
clothing that has been donated by our school community!!  We have a large student 
transporter, so we have a way to go to completely stuff that bus.  We appreciate you spreading 
the word and supporting this initiative.  
 
How can I participate? 
Gather any gently used clothing and place it in a clear or black garbage bag. Seal the bag with a 
knot and send it to school with your child.  Alternatively, families can drop off bags of clothing  
every Wednesday in November (expect Remembrance Day) between 3:30 and 6:00 pm. Value 
Village will pay SJT for a full Triton Bus worth of clothing! All proceeds will go to Catholic Social 
Services Sign of Hope Campaign.  
 
Bottle Drive! 
SJT has set up an account with North Refund Centre Bottle Drive for the month of November. 
Simply bring your bottles to 9504-162 avenue and ask them to assign your bottle refund to the 
SJT account. Again, all proceeds will go directly to Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope 
Campaign. 
 
Krispy Kreme donuts – order forms have been sent home with your child they are 
also available on our website! 
Please contact the office if you have any questions. 
Pictures from around the school 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1266/yellow-bus-status


 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



  
 
Friday, November 6th, 2020 
 

Hello everyone and a happy positive Friday to you all.  This morning we had a wonderful 
reflection delivered to our school from the Book of Genesis.  It explains how Jacob travelled to 
Egypt with all his belongings.  Joseph met his father once again.  They were overcome with 
emotion at seeing each other.  Joseph provided for his family and gave them land in Egypt.  As 
I write this I am reminded at how all of us live with the daily stress of providing for our 
families and how we are all overjoyed at the end of each day to see everyone return home 
safely from their day.  With Remembrance Day approaching next week I am grateful that I 
only have to worry about COVID and not wondering what is happening to my sons if they 
were off fighting in a war.  I cannot even begin to imagine how stressful that has been for 
many families and continues to be for those of us who have friends and family serving in the 
armed forces.  I remain grateful for their sacrifice and all they do for all of us Canadians. 

 

This week saw our school welcome back many of our staff and students.  There truly was a 
sense of excitement and happiness as we saw everyone return to their classes and the jobs 
they love.  We continue to pray for all our school community each day.   

 

Thank you for all your kind words you have shared with our staff as they have returned to 
school.  It truly is appreciated.  Please enjoy this weeks update below. 

 



Take good care everyone. 
Kelly L. Kaup 
Principal Sir John Thompson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews – November 26th 
On Thursday, November 26th we are having our Parent Teacher interview day.  The format this 
year will allow for parents to schedule times to ‘meet’ with their teachers.  They will take place 
from 1:30 – 5:00 and again from 6:00 – 8:00pm.  This year parents will be able to book time and 
connect with up to four teachers.  Parents will indicate on the booking system their preference 
for a phone call or a Microsoft Teams meet via Video Chat.  Full step by step instructions will be 
sent out in the coming weeks to assist you in connecting with staff.  At anytime you wish to 
connect with your child’s teacher you can reach out via email and from there arrange a phone 
call if necessary.  Please regularly view your child’s PowerSchool grades.  Included below is an 
explanation outlining the differences between formative and summative assessments that you 
may see in your child’s grades. 
 
It is important to note the difference between formative and summative assessments. 
Formative assessments are ongoing reviews and observations in a classroom. Teachers use 
formative assessments to improve instructional methods and student feedback throughout the 
teaching and learning process. For example, if a teacher observes that some students do not 
grasp a concept, he/she can design a review activity or use a different instructional strategy. 
Likewise, students can monitor their own progress with periodic quizzes and performance 
tasks. The results of formative assessments are used to modify and validate instruction but are 
not used to calculate marks in a formal reporting process. 
  
Summative assessments are typically used to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional 
programs at a pre-determined time (end of term) or at the end of the year. Summative 
evaluations are used to determine if students have mastered specific competencies and to 
identify instructional areas that need additional attention. Because they are spread out and 
occur after instruction every few weeks, summative assessments help to evaluate the 



effectiveness of programs, school improvement goals, alignment of curriculum, or student 
placement in specific programs. The goal of summative assessments is to make a judgment of 
student competency after an instructional phase is complete. 
  
We know and understand that summative assessments can only help in evaluating certain 
aspects of the learning process. Since summative assessments happen too far down the 
learning path to provide information at the classroom level and to make instructional 
adjustments and interventions during the learning process, we use the process of formative 
assessments on an on-going, daily basis.  Students at SJT are well aware of what the difference 
between formative & summative assessments are. 
  
The grades that are in PowerSchool are summative unless the teacher has indicated differently. 
If it is formative, it will not be counted in the grade.  
  
Day rotation for next term 
We have attached the final day rotation schedule in a monthly calendar for the rest of the year.   
This allows you to know what day rotation our classes will operate in as well as holidays and 
early dismissal days.  The days generally go in a 6-day rotation with some changes on Thursday 
mornings to even out the number of instructional minutes throughout the year.  Alternatively, 
you can view your child’s schedule in Power School for the upcoming week. 
 

Picture Retake Day – Monday November 9th – In school students only. 
ONLINE STUDENTS – Please contact Lifetouch directly to have your photo taken and to arrange 
any retakes.  You can make an appointment booking through Lifetouch at 780-437-2431 Ext. 0. 
The address for Lifetouch is 18124-102 Ave. You may have to leave a message, and someone 
will get back to you. 
IN-SCHOOL students – This session will take place on November 9th, 2020.  This is for all the 
students who were self-isolating at home or for any others that were missed.  After picture 
day, you may order pictures on mylifetouch.ca using your Picture ID and Access Code which can 
be found on your Picture Day order form. 
 
Second quarter begins – Tuesday, November 10th  
Tuesday, November 10th will be the beginning of the final cohort change for the year for our 
students.  For those students who are changing their learning stance our Learning team will 
ensure a smooth transition by meeting with our in-school students who are going online on 
November 9th.  For these students who are changing to online please ensure that you are in 
school on Monday to meet with our Learning team to ensure you have all the necessary 
information for your online classes. 
 



For those students who have been online and are returning to SJT our Learning Team will be 
meeting with those students for orientation on the morning of November 10th to provide an 
orientation and to answer any questions that your child may have.  Students are expected to 
arrive at their regular time to school prior to 8:40am.  Please call the office if you have any 
questions and we will be happy to assist you. 
 
Remembrance Day - November 11th 

November is also the month when we take the time to remember our veterans and the fallen 
who have given their lives so that we may live in peace and freedom. Also, we thank members 
of our current armed forces who continue to protect our country.  We urge you to take the 
time to view a Remembrance Day ceremony online in order to remember the sacrifices that 
Canadians have made for our freedoms. One hour per year is a small effort compared to their 
sacrifices.  Our Remembrance Day Celebration will be held during block 4 at Sir John Thompson 
on November 10th.  This will follow a similar format to our first celebration with readings and 
presentations pre-recorded and shared with our in-school students at the same time.  Our 
Online students will be participating during their Religion classes. 
 
Winter is coming! 
This weekend we are expected to get our first significant snowfall.  Although the first snowfall is 
an exciting time, we ask that you remind your child that snowball throwing is dangerous and is 
not allowed.  We will continue to provide PE equipment for our students at each entrance for 
their use outside throughout the winter.  Please ensure your child has appropriate gloves and 
headwear for the cooler weather.  Students will be expected to go outside until the 
temperature reaches -20C wind chill.  At that point students will remain in their classes over the 
lunch hour.  We certainly look forward to seeing our PE and PE leadership students begin their 
good work of helping out our neighbors in the community in their snow shoveling project this 
winter! 
 
COVID Update 
Everyone received a letter a few weeks ago from AHS indicating that our school is in ‘outbreak 
status’ due to two cases in our school community.  In the AHS site inspection, they were 
extremely confident that there is no spread within our school community due to the measures 
we are taking on a daily basis.  If there are no more reported cases, then our outbreak status 
will be lifted on November 14th.   
 
It is very important for your child to have a mask with them as well as a backup one in their 
backpack.  Please ensure that you always check with your child and remind them of the 
importance of wearing a mask while at school.  We are unable to provide extra masks and you 
may find yourself in a situation where you will have to come and pick up your child from school 
or deliver a mask so they can attend school. 



 
From time to time we must remind students to pull up their mask while in school.  As the 
warnings mount this becomes a discipline issue which will be addressed by administration.  We 
certainly do not want students to be singled out in a COVID situation as being the one who 
would not wear their mask.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this awkward 
situation we all find ourselves in. 
NOTE:  Please refer to the new COVID 19 Illness Flowchart that is available on our website and 
was sent with last weeks update to assist you in determining if your child should attend 
school.  If your child is awaiting results from a COVID test, please keep them home until you 
have received your results.  In all cases please call the office to let us know the result. 
Bus pass fees are now due 
Bus pass fee payment is due on the 1st of every month.  Payment is encouraged online 
through PowerSchool.  These fees can be paid in the office as well.  Please contact us if you 
need to arrange this. 
Sign of Hope! 
November is the Sir John Thompson Sign of Hope month.  We have always been amazed at the 
support we have received from our community in this long-standing tradition.  It is the month 
whereby staff and students make a special commitment to put the needs of others ahead of 
their own. November at SJT is a time when the school community gets a head start on the 
season of Advent by focusing on raising funds for Catholic Social Service’s Sign of Hope 
campaign.   
 
Our Sign of Hope fundraising will look different at the school this year because we want to 
acknowledge the uncertainty and stress that COVID has brought to many within our school 
community. Rather than soliciting cash donations, we will be raising funds by gathering gently 
used clothing and through a bottle drive. We are teaming up with two community 
organizations: Value Village and North Refund Centre Bottle Depot.  
 
Here is how families can support SJT in our efforts to raise monies for Sign of Hope!  
 
Stuff the Triton Bus!  
Gather any gently used clothing and place it in a clear or black garbage bag. Seal the bag with a 
knot and send it to school with your child.  



Alternatively, families can drop off bags of clothing  
every Wednesday in November (expect Remembrance Day) between 3:30 and 6:00 pm. Value 
Village will pay SJT for a full Triton Bus worth of clothing! All proceeds will go to Catholic Social 
Services Sign of Hope Campaign.  
 
Bottle Drive! 
SJT has set up an account with North Refund Centre Bottle Drive for the month of November. 
Simply bring your bottles to 9504-162 avenue and ask them to assign your bottle refund to the 
SJT account. Again, all proceeds will go directly to Catholic Social Services Sign of Hope 
Campaign. 
 
Krispy Kreme donuts are back!!  Please see the advertisement below! 



 

 



Pictures from around the school 
 

Halloween winners!! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


