
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 29, 2021 
 
Dear parents and guardians,  
 
Sir John Thompson is revising its cell phone policy for students. Beginning October 1st, cell phones will not be 
permitted in the classroom during instructional time.  
 
Parents and teachers have shared a concern that cellphone use among students has increased significantly 
since the start of the pandemic. While technology helps make programming accessible while students are 
working remotely or while in isolation, it has also become increasingly pervasive in our daily lives and can 
become harmful to learners if not adequately regulated during the school day.  
 
Although cell phones bring many benefits to the classroom, such as quick access to research and digital 
materials, its presence increases instances of cyber-bullying, social anxiety, and student disengagement. As we 
continue to respond to the changing needs of our students against the backdrop of Covid 19, there is value in 
removing the distraction of cell phones from the classroom learning environment.  
 
As of October 1st, cell phones can only be used at the following times:  
 

- In the mornings before 8:37 am 
- during the lunch hour, from 12:00 pm to 12:38 pm  
- after the final bell at 3:07 pm  

 
Students will be reminded each morning, as well as after lunch, to leave their cellphones in their backpacks, 
which are kept in their lockers. All lockers are within view of the school cameras, so theft is not a concern. If 
students accidently bring their cellphones to class, they will be asked to bring the device to the office where it 
will be safely stored until the student picks it up at the end of the day. We anticipate that students will settle into 
the new expectation after a few days or weeks, but we will continue with the reminders to ensure all students 
feel supported during this transition. In the rare event that a student requires multiple reminders to leave their 
cellphone in their locker, parents will be contacted so that the school and home can work together to support 
the student.  
 
Students who need to connect with home during the school day have always been welcome to use the 
courtesy phone in our office; this phone will continue to be available. Parents are always welcome to call the 
school at any time during the day if they urgently need to connect with their child. Additionally, we know there 
are students who use their phones to track insulin levels and monitor other health needs; this policy will not 
affect those students. This policy is intended to be supportive in nature and respective of all student needs.  
 
 
 
Yours in education, 
 
Karen Molyneux   Kyle Pisani  
Acting Principal    Acting Assistant Principal  
 


