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The start of our new sacred place within the school. Picture of the 
art on the wall done by our very own students. 
 

One of our school goals this year was to create a 
chapel space for students to use if they needed a 
quiet space for reflection or prayer. Several art and 
construction students collaborated on designing and 
creating this piece that was mounted in the junior 
high wing of St. Alphonsus. We would like to 
especially thank Maya (gr. 8), Tyra (gr. 8), Tram (gr. 
9) and Rosario (gr. 9) for all of their hard work and 
dedication, guided by Mrs. Savage and Mrs. Francisco 
on this project. It will be a legacy for years to come 
to be used and enjoyed by students at St. Alphonsus.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Message from School Administration 

As is usual January has been a quiet and studious month at St. Alphonsus.  When we came back 
from our extended break we really focused on assessment and completion of assignments.  The 
students were provided ample time and opportunities to complete work to the best of their 
ability.   
We had our first shipment of masks and rapid kits from the government and unfortunately, they 
did not send us any masks for students grade 5-9, but we always have some on hand in the office 
that the Division provides.  We are due for a second shipment in the next couple of weeks and 
are hoping that we receive masks for all grade levels. 
As we move into February, the time really starts to fly.  We have our dance residency that will 
start on the 7th, many of our high schools will have their open houses, we will be hosting our own 
virtual open house on February 23rd.  Just a reminder that family day is on February 21st and 
there is no school.  Please stay tuned to the weekly newsletter for upcoming events surrounding 
random acts of kindness and Valentine’s Day. 
 
 
Grade 9 Transition 
During the months of January and February grade 9 students will be attending presentations by 
our high schools.  These presentations are very important as they will explain to students the 
high school registration procedures and the eligibility requirements for each high school.  By 
early March we are asking all grade 9 students to inform Mr. Begoray of their high school choice.   
 
 



 
Registration 
 
We are now accepting kindergarten registrations for August 2022.  Registrations for full-day 
kindergarten-extensions program will be accepted on a “first come, first serve” basis.  All 
registrations are done online and then if you are a new family to our school community, we will 
invite you in for a short meet and greet.  Please note, just because you apply to register does 
not automatically mean that you have been accepted. You will be notified if your application to 
our programs have been accepted.  
 
 
Registrations for Grades 1 to 9 
 
Our registration process has begun, and you will soon be able to go into your power school and 
fill out the intention screen for your child.   
 

• Parents/students will be given an opportunity to declare whether their intention 
is to: 
o Attend their expected/designated school.  This will be the majority of cases 

as students transition into their next grade level or transition from Pre-K to K 
or grade 6 to 7 or 9-10  

o Not attend their expected/designated school. Students make a choice based 
on wish or specific programming. 

o Attend an Online school.  If they make this selection, they will be directed 
to one of two schools based on their grade level and/or French Immersion 
needs. 

o Choose “Other” if none of the above apply. (Example, moving out of District 
or province) 

Additionally, parents/students will be given the opportunity to select their 
preferred Focus/Alternative Program and whether they require Bussing options 
for their selected next school. With respect to the process in which families 
request transportation, the application will be done and submitted online at 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/34573/apply-for-transportation  there will be no 
more hardcopies of transportation requests accepted.  

 
 
 
Important Times: 
 
8:00- Doors open for Junior High students to have breakfast 
8:10- Supervision in the playground for elementary students (please do not drop off your 
children early as they will not be supervised until 8:15) 
10:00-10:15- recess for Elementary students 
12:00-12:40- Lunch time for K-9 students (staggered) 
2:58- Dismissal 
 
Thursday early dismissal is 12:03PM 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net%2Fpage%2F34573%2Fapply-for-transportation&data=04%7C01%7CKrista.MacGregor%40ecsd.net%7Cc569557881af4b08cc4c08d9e10071f9%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637788214292738807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xBuXcuWCxx8V1ntt22mHhSNIuB%2F80AB4pjb23Qj1jq0%3D&reserved=0


 
 
Dance residency 
 
February 7th-18th we will have Mile Zero Dance company in providing our students with an 
opportunity to experience two types of dance - contemporary and hip hop.  We will be 
recording each class’s final product and uploading it to your child’s google classroom for a few 
days so that you can see the final performance. Like with the other items that are posted, we 
ask that you do not record any parts of it for privacy reasons.  A big thank you to the ‘Friends 
of St. Alphonsus’ that put the grant forward for this awesome opportunity. 
 
Clubs and Intramurals 
 
We will be opening up opportunities for students to become involved in clubs and intramurals 
this month.  We have heard from the students and what they are interested in creating clubs 
over lunch like, chess, knitting, GSA, debate, anime and so on. We have been advertising them 
all month throughout the building and the staff will be in leading these at lunch hour.   
 
Parent Advisory Council News  
 
If you are interested in being a classroom representative or partaking in conversations about 
what happens at St. Alphonsus, please email administration and we can provide you information 
about being a part of our Parent council. 
 
Room 104- Circle of Support 
 
We have our ECSD supports, Cindy (FSLW) and Breanne (CSW) who work in the room along with 
several community agencies working in conjunction with the United Way, who are partnered with 
St. Alphonsus school to provide supports to students and families.  Their staff are on site working 
alongside our staff and are an integral part of our community.  The partners are; The Family 
Centre, E4C and Boys and Girls Club/Big Brothers Big Sisters  
 
Please meet the staff- 
 
Ebyan Firin- Success coach 
Rachael Spears- Mental health Therapist 
TBA- Roots and Wings  
Elizabeth Reekie- Out of school time coordinator 
 
 
Student Attendance   
 
If your son or daughter is absent from school because they are ill, on vacation, at the doctor, or 
for some other reason, it is very important you phone the school and let us know.  This will help 
us to keep track of student absences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Extended Vacations 
 
Many families take their children away from school for extended vacations of two, three 
or more weeks. These types of vacations are very disruptive to student learning.  Please 
know that if you are planning on doing so, you must request the permission of the 
principal for an extended absence from school registration.  In addition, if your child is 
going to miss multiple weeks of school, you must request work from the teacher and your 
child must complete the work during the absence.  Since children under the age of 
seventeen are required to attend school by law, parents, choosing to remove their 
children from school for extended periods, are required to request permission and ensure 
that schoolwork is completed prior to or during the absence. 
 
Student Health 
 
If your child is ill, your child should stay at home until he/she is healthy enough to 
participate in all school activities. Parents need to be aware that if a child is well enough 
to come to school then the child is well enough to go outside for recess. If your child 
needs to stay inside for medical reasons, then the school needs a doctor’s note stating 
the specific conditions or temperature for which the child needs to be kept inside.  
 
Students Dressing Independently 
 
We are at the time of the school year when all students regardless of age should be able to dress 
themselves for recess and at the end of the day.  We want to foster student independence and 
one of the first ways for this to happen is for students to put on their own winter clothing before 
going out for recess and at the end of the day before going home.  While teachers and EA’s will 
assist students with doing zippers or finding mittens, all students by this time of the year should 
be able to dress themselves.  If this is not the case, then parents need to work with their children 
at home so that they can foster independent dressing habits for school. 
 
 
Winter Means Cold Weather 
 
We would like to remind parents to dress students appropriately for winter weather. Toques, 
hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, and a warm coat are a necessity as students will be outside for 
morning and lunch recess.  Decisions regarding outdoor activities at St. Alphonsus will take into 
consideration that inclement weather may result from the following conditions: continuous rain 
or snow, extreme wind, and extreme cold. Please note if the temperature and wind chill are  
-20ºC or colder, students will remain indoors during recess. If you need assistance with providing 
winter clothing for your children, please see Mrs. Makhoul at the office as they can assist you 
with winter clothing.  
Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with respect 
to transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions. Ensure you download the 
Bus planner APP which will provide you notifications on late busses. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

                                                         RADIO  STATIONS 
630 CHED      AM 930 The Light CJCA          CBC   
CISN FM 103.9   SHINE 105.9 FM     CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
FRESH FM 92.5  TSN 1260      CFCW 840  
INEWS 880 AM   95.7 CRUZ FM                CAPITAL FM 96.3                            
The Bounce FM 91.7  The Bear 100.3 FM       K97 97.3 
UP! 99.3 FM   SONIC 102.9 FM    102.3 NOW! Radio 
HOT 107 FM   104.9 VIRGIN Radio FM 
                                          
                                                          TV STATIONS 
CITYTV            CTV Edmonton     GLOBAL Edmonton       CBC TV                     

 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Upcoming events 
Feb. 1st- 2nd semester begins 
Feb.7-18th- Dance Residency 
Feb. 14th- Valentine’s Day 
Feb. 14-18- Random Acts of Kindness 
Feb. 21st- Family Day (No school) 
Feb. 23rd- Virtual open house 
March 3rd & 4th- Teacher Convention (No school) 
 

Please visit our website at www.stalphonsus.ecsd.net  
Also please see the open house posters that are on the website for St. Joe’s and 

Archbishop MacDonald 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stalphonsus.ecsd.net/
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