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Message From the Admin Team: 

We would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year! As we begin 2021, we 

look forward to an exciting winter and spring term full of hope and promise. 

We are graced with many wonderful things at St. Alphonsus School - our stu-

dents, parents, staff and excellent learning experiences. We are excited about 

the many new opportunities that we will encounter together in the coming 

New Year. 

As we begin 2021 the staff of St. Alphonsus School extends sincere apprecia-

tion to our parent community for your support and your positive involve-

ment in your children's learning. We understand that starting t his new year 

online, will present some challenges, but know that we are here at school and 

you can contact us for support.   

As we start the new year off online, please know that the school remains open 

and we are here if you have any questions or concerns. 

The staff of St. Alphonsus School wish everyone a Happy New Year, a 

year filled with many blessings and joys.  

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Krista MacGregor     Mrs. Julie-Ann Dron  Mr. Kyle O’Hara 
Principal            Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 
 



January 4 School resumes– ONLINE ONLY 

January 11 In-person learning begins 

January 30 Report summaries available for parents 

Feb. 1 Quarter 3 begins (Options change) 

Feb. 8-12 Father Mike Mireau Youth Faith Week 

Feb. 15 No school-Family day 

Feb. 17 Virtual Open House— 

Feb. 24 Pink shirt day 

Feb. 25 and 26 No school– Teacher Convention 

 

We wish to acknowledge the many supports we have in the school, to name a 

few: nutrition from E4C, student support from All In For Youth and our own 

ECSD team, YONA, private donors, and corporate sponsors Without these help-

ing hands, our school would not have the rich programming and learning envi-

ronment, which our students enjoy. God bless you for your generosity! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Our leadership team wants to encourage hope and much happiness for the 2021 

New Year. On January 29th, we are going to have  a New Year’s Gala!  We are ask-

ing all students to dress in their finest outfits and we will celebrate the beginning  

of a New Year!  Each class will have a chance to be on broadcast in the morning via 

their classroom and they will proclaim their class wish for the 2021 year! 



Braided Journeys Moment: 

Winter Activities You Might Not Know are Indigenous* 

In Edmonton, we often refer to ourselves as “a winter city” since we have such a long winter season. We might 

think of winter as something we have to get through, but there are so many fun activities that can be done in 

winter, and many of them come from our Indigenous Peoples! 

Here are a few that you might not know were Indigenous or might like to try! 

1. Hockey is the national winter sport of Canada and has been played by First Nations Peoples for hundreds 

of years! Ice skates were made by tying animal bone to the players’ feet to help them cross the ice quickly. 

2. Tobogganing is something we mostly do today just for fun. Toboggans used to be used by Indigenous 

Peoples in Canada to travel and transport things across deep snow. They were sometimes pulled by people or 

pulled by a team of well-trained sled dogs. 

3. Snowshoes were needed by the Indigenous Peoples who travelled by foot over many types of terrain. They 

created different shapes of snowshoes to fit the environment and type of snow by looking at the animals 

around them. For example, bear paw snowshoes were oval and best for hard packed snow and thick forests, and 

beavertail snowshoes (teardrop shaped) were better for deep powdery snow and more open areas. They were 

made of wood that was soaked and bent into shape and then laced with strips of deer or caribou skin. 

Ice Fishing exists because Indigenous Peoples needed to fish all year to survive. In the winter, they would chip 
holes in the ice and use a hand carved wooden fish to lure the real fish over the hole, where they would use a 
spear made of wood or bone to catch it. 

Will you try any of these over our winter months? 

 

 What is Braided Journeys? 

Braided Journeys is a program committed to assisting student success by cultivating a caring, welcoming, and 

positive place where Indigenous students see themselves, their contributions, and their culture represented, re-

spected, and celebrated. We provide numerous academic, cultural, leadership, career, and transition support, as 

well as encouragement and guidance throughout a student's educational journey. 

 

Braided Journeys in January 

Jr High Meet & Mentor: Jr High students can schedule a meeting with Rhema  

Virtual Learning Circles (Grades 6-9 on Microsoft Teams) and Tutoring will resume on Thursday 7 January 

Please check your Braided Journeys Google Classroom for an updated virtual schedule and for announce-

ments.  

*Source : https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/the-feed/four-winter-activities-you-may-not-know-are-indigenous 

https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/the-feed/four-winter-activities-you-may-not-know-are-indigenous


 

We thank you parents, for all of 
your work in supporting school 

learning through, appropriate bed-
times, help with homework and 

projects!  

We value 
our part-
nership! 

 

 

Friends of St. Alphonsus 

Thank you so much for your generosi-
ty and commitment to our school 

community.  

Safety Over Convenience     
 

    The safety and security of our stu-
dents is our first priority. We need 

your cooperation to ensure that stu-
dents arrive and depart safely.  We 

encourage all parents to honor the Bus 
Zones, Drop  Off Zones, and avoid the 

parking lot when dropping off their 
children.  The safety of all our stu-
dents is dependent upon everyone’s 

willingness to follow these procedures.   

    We appreciate 
your support in 

providing a 
safe environment 
for all children. 

School Fees 

You will be receiving an email shortly about 

paying for your child/ren school fees.  You 

can see a complete breakdown of the fee 

schedule on our website.  All fees need to 

be paid on your power school account. 

Kindergarten- $20 

Grades 1-6- $30 

Grades  7-9 -$35  

Art Option (8-9) $25 

CTF Option (7-9) $50 


