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St. Basil Catholic Elementary/Junior High School 

December 18, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians.

One of the most challenging calendar years is coming to end and we prepare to welcome a new one.  This year, the 
normalcy that we have come to know and expect in years past, has been anything but normal, and this will include our 
return to school in January, 2021.

The provincial government has instructed school divisions that in-person instruction would not occur for all students in 
the province until Monday, January 11th. Students would instead return from their Christmas break to on-line learning on 
Monday, January 4th.  

The pivot to online learning will be ‘synchronous” meaning your child will follow their regular schedule throughout the 
day.  Teachers will be online at 8:30 and provide real time instruction to your children according to their schedule until the 
end of the day, 3:15.  It is important that your child has access to an internet connected device to be able to participate in 
this synchronous learning.  All teachers have been in communication with families to ensure that students are ready and 
able to transition to the online platform.

Additionally, families are reminded of the fundamental importance in following the provincial guidelines in slowing the 
spread of Covid-19.  Once again, our ability to effectively provide in person learning to students is contingent on the 
behavior of our families and community over the holidays.  Social gatherings and get-togethers over the Christmas break 
can inhibit a near-normal return to school in the new year.  We ask that everyone continue to do their part to mitigate risk 
so we can return to in-person learning as soon as possible.

As the new year begins, so too do our recruiting efforts for the 2021-2022 school year.  February 16th we will host our 
virtual Open House to promote the excellent learning opportunities that St. Basil has to offer.   We ask that our parent 
community reach out to friends and family that may have children ready for Kindergarten in 2021 who value the 
experience of a second language.  Children must turn 5 by December 31, 2021 to be eligible to start kindergarten in 
September 2021.  As well, we continue to reach out to those students preparing for Junior High that are looking for a rich 
cultural and learning experience.  Encourage them to look at St. Basil’s homepage and our social media as well as attend 
the virtual Open House on February 16th at 6:00.  Details of the Open House will be posted at www. Stbasil.ecsd.net.

On behalf of the staff in the Św. Jan Paweł II and Jean Forest Leadership Academy Programs at St. Basil school, we wish 
you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Wesołych Świąt

St. Basil School Staff
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Further, we want to reinforce that students and employees exhibiting symptoms must stay home until they have been 
assessed by a health care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases and their symptoms have resolved. 

It will remain our expectation that all staff and students at St. Basil will continue to follow all protocols in the school and 
on school grounds including physical distancing, mask wearing, hallway directions, and classroom procedures. 
Transmission is high risk when staff and students are exposed to a contagious individual without a mask in a space of 2 
metres or less for an extended period of 15 minutes or more. Hence, wearing masks is mandatory in Grades 4-12 and 
strongly recommended in Pre-K to Grade 3, as per AHS and ECSD directions. 

The health and safety of our students and staff remains our first priority, and we are confident in the measures we have in 
place. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have. Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Pyra 
Principal, St. Basil 




