
Jean Forest Leadership Academy 
International Women’s Day Conference March 11th  

Schedule of Days Events 

9:00 – 9:45  Elise Graham  “Do You See Yourself on TV?” 

Elise Graham has been working in film and television 
for more than 15 years. Her career has spanned across 
some of the most prolific production companies in 
Alberta. Elise has worked as a production coordinator, 
script supervisor, digital media project manager, 
supervising producer and production supervisor. Her 
credits include the television series CAUTION: May 
Contain Nuts (APTN), Blackstone (APTN), Tiny Plastic 
Men (Super Channel), Elise now works as an 
independent producer and is currently serving as 
Director of Operations for GIFT (Girls in Film and 
Television), a non-profit organization which provides 
mentorship and training to teen girls looking toward 
film as a career.  

 

10:00 – 10:30 A Chat with Our Very Own Jean Forest 

We are truly honoured to have an opportunity to 
meet with our namesake, the Honourable Jean 
Forest. Jean is 94 years old and currently residing in 
Victoria BC where she enjoys walks along the 
seawall and takes in daily views of the ocean. COVID 
has presented a unique opportunity for our young 
ladies to meet with Jean in an intimate and personal 
setting, virtually. Each student in our program wrote 
Jean a personal letter in January. As a response, 
Jean will speak to the five central themes that arose 
from the letters, touching on her personal life 
journey, while creating a memorable experience for 
our young female leaders.  

Jean grew up on a farm and started her career as an 
educator. Happily married, Jean and her husband 

Rocky came out to Edmonton where they raised their seven children. Jean started her 



political career as a member of the Board of Trustees for Edmonton Catholic schools. She 
then was appointed to Alberta’s first Human Rights Commission and then to the Minister’s 
Advisory Committee on the constitution. Jean then went on to become the Chancellor of the 
University of Alberta. Jean was then appointed to the Senate of Canada where she 
represented Edmonton. In 1987, Jean was made an officer of the Order of Canada in 
recognition for being a “highly respected educator, businesswoman, and active participant 
in community affairs”. The Jean Forest all-girls Leadership Academy was opened in 2005.   

11:00 – 11:45  Dr. Farha Shariff  “Intersectional Feminism & Women 
in Leadership”  

Intersectional feminist/unapologetic critical social justice, anti-racist educator/education 
consultant @drfarha077, twitter, Instagram 

Daughter of immigrants, Mama to three 
bossy young women who will run the world 
one day. Closet nerd, academic and 
professor at the UofA, my areas of research 
include anti-racist pedagogy, cultural identity 
and hybridity, white fragility, power and 
privilege. I am an Assistant lecturer in the 
Departments of Secondary Education and 
Educational Policy Studies, at the University 
of Alberta. My main role is to work with pre-
service teachers in their understanding of 
culture, race, schooling and curriculum. I am 
committed to helping educators and 
community members reach their very best 
potential through critical dialogue and 
building relationships.  

Some of the collaborations and consulting 
work I have engaged in, include private and 

public school partnerships at the senior and junior level, The Alberta Teachers Association, 
medical faculties and organizations at the national level, federal government consulting 
including Consultant to Director General Office Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada, Government of Canada and community organizations such as the PACE Team, 
Edmonton Police Service, Community Relations Equity, Inclusion & Human Rights Branch.  

 

 

 


