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January Newsletter 
                       Administrative Message 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year! Our return to school in the New 
Year will bring us through the joyous season of Christmas and now 
we enter into the season of Epiphany, the 12 days following Jesus’ 
birth. This time of visitation of the Magi and the baptism of Jesus is a 
continuation of the joy and holiness of the season that allow us to 
continue experiencing and embracing Christ in our lives. We hope the 
essence of these liturgical seasons permeates the first few days of the 
new year and continues into all the days of 2022. 
 
During the month of January, it can often be difficult for us to 
reconnect and focus on routines and procedures that were 
established prior to the break. We invite the students to refocus on 
their learning as the first term of the school year is wrapping up.  
Rededicate yourselves to completing all your work and diligently 
engage in your learning experiences. 
 
May all the families of St. Basil Catholic School have a very Happy 
New Year! We continue to navigate through some challenging times 
of uncertainty but as a community, all engaged in safe practices, a 
return to normal will come into sight more quickly.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Pyra                                                Gosia M. Beringer 
Principal                                                Assistant Principal 
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St. Basil School follows the ECSD Back to School Plan 2021-2022, last updated on 
November 19th . We invite all our families to view this document and re-visit it as it is 
continually updated during these ever-evolving times.  
 
As a school community, we continue to prioritize the health and safety of our 
students, staff, and families. All students, staff and visitors are required to take the 
Daily Health Screening Questionnaire prior to coming to school, to help determine if 
they should attend.  
 
In addition, masks continue to be mandatory for all K-12 students and staff inside 
Division schools and transportation. Students are not required to wear masks while 
eating or drinking, during music or physical education class, or while outdoors. 
Visitors, including parents and guardians, are also required to wear masks inside the 
school. Lastly, all visitors are reminded to make appointments, use the Daily Screening 
Questionnaire, and remain masked for the duration of their visit. Unfortunately, at 
this time, volunteers are still not allowed to work directly with students.  
 
A couple of important changes:  

- A 14-day isolation is required for children who are close contacts of a positive 
individual in their household 

- A household contact is a person who lives in the same residence as the case 
OR who has frequent, long-duration, close range interaction with a positive 
COVID-19 confirmed individual. For example: a sibling, or someone who 
provided direct physical care for the child.  

St. Basil school will continue to work collaboratively with parents to discern whether a 
child should attend school. We ask that parents continue to perform this daily 
screening prior to sending their child(ren) to school. This will be paramount in helping 
the school to reduce the risk of possible community transmission, while helping us to 
continue to operate under near-normal conditions.  
We thank our families in advance for their continued cooperation as we navigate 
these uncertain times together.  
 
MASKS 

The Back-to-School Plan established by the Division is applicable to 
all sites and schools within the Edmonton Catholic, and all staff, 
students and visitors must be masked.  Exemptions to this 
requirement can only be provided through documentation from 
approved medical personnel.  St. Basil has gone through a period of 
reminders, education and supports since September to ensure we 

have compliance.  The staff will be reviewing our practices of mask wearing to ensure that we 
are reasonably compliant with this Division Directive.  School administration will deal with 
students on a case-by-case basis that consistently demonstrate a blatant disregard of this 
requirement. 
 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
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ABSENCES AND LATES  
If your child will be absent ( i l l n e s s ,  appointments, special occasions, or 
holidays) or late for school,  we ask that you please call our school office at 780-
477-3584 or leave a message on our answering machine. 
If we are not advised of an absence or late arrival, directly following classroom 
attendance, SWIFT (our automated system), will phone home to verify the 
whereabouts of children who have not yet arrived at school.  This is for safety 
purposes. 
All students arriving late (AM after 9:00 a.m. and PM after 12:50 p.m.) must report 
to the school office before going to class. 
If you are picking your child up before the end of the school day, please contact the 
school so we can have your child ready at the front of the school. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Basil Consideration for Closure Community 
Engagement Evening 

Edmonton Catholic Schools Planning Department will host a virtual 
Community Engagement meeting on Tuesday, January 17th.  Anyone 
wishing to participate in this event will be required to register by 
following this link. 
https://tinyurl.com/y3znn9bf 
 
Following that, everyone is invited to attend one of two Table Talk 
sessions on January 18th and 19th.   Follow this link to register for Pne of 
the sessions. 
https://tinyurl.com/y525cszw 
 

. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y3znn9bf
https://tinyurl.com/y525cszw
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JPII Parent Council  
This body of parent volunteers gives of their time usually once a month 
to meet with school administration to provide support and advice for 
administration and activities at the school.  Through their efforts, we 
can provide many enhanced experiences for our students.   

All parents are invited to attend virtual council meetings via Teams, 
please be on the look-out for invitations to attend that come through 

Swift.  
JPII January 10 at 6:00 

 
The Epiphany of the Lord  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 
is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage” (Matthew 2:1-12).  
From the Gospel of Matthew, we hear this remarkable story of the Wise Men who observe his 
star and overwhelmed with joy, set out to encounter Jesus for the first time. Like the Wise 
Men, the Feast of the Epiphany awakens in us a glow from the celebrations of Christmas; of 
our encounters with the Christ Jesus who brings good news to the afflicted; binds the 
brokenhearted; proclaims liberty to captives; freedom to prisoners; peace to nations; and light 
to the darkness.  
As we approach this New Year, each day will give us an opportunity to celebrate life, to share 
love, to enkindle hope. It will provide new occasions for service to others, for compassion and 
understanding, for listening and learning. Each day will bring a challenge to each of us; to take 
what we have experienced, what we have been gifted, and to intentionally work to complete 
His mission: to re-create the face of the earth into a world where all human life is defended, 
where the poor and outcast are welcome, where the hungry are fed, where the naked are 
clothed, where the sick and suffering are healed, and where all can come to know God's 
unconditional love and forgiveness.  
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep 
at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25. 31-40).  
Just as we were called to sing out for joy with the Christmas angels, so too, are we called to be, 
in our own time, His magi, and His star.  
Sandra Talarico  
Manager, Religious Education Services 
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January 2021 
 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 
 

Every year, from January 18-25, Christians around the world join together for 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The Canadian Council of Churches 
shares the following: 

The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 
15:5-9) – calls us to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the 
church, with our human family, and with all of creation. Drawing on the 
Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us to nourish unity with 
God and with one another through contemplative silence, prayer, and 
common action. Grafted into Christ the vine as many diverse branches, 
may we bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for 
and communion with all of creation. 
(https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-
theme) 

 
Joining together in prayer and communion with others is an excellent way to 
begin our calendar year, especially on the heels of repeated periods of 
isolation over the past many months.  Visit weekofprayer.ca to learn more. 
 
The new calendar year marks the beginning of our planning for the 2021-22 
school year.  This year, our planning will take on a very different look and feel.  
Our schools will be holding virtual Open Houses so that students and families 
can still get a good sense of what is offered as they make their learning choices 
for the next school year.  You can learn more about our Open Houses by 
visiting our school websites.  We are pleased to be taking registrations online 
again this year.  Visit register.ecsd.net beginning January 11, 2021 to find your 
school and follow the steps to register if you are new to Edmonton Catholic 
Schools.  A complete listing of Open Houses can be found there as well. 
 

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme
http://www.ecsd.net/
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Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to be building a new K-9 school in the 
Keswick and a new high school in Heritage Valley.  We would like to hear your 
voice in naming them!  The culture and ethos of the school community will 
evolve from the name of a Catholic school.  The intention of the name is to  
 
 
support the mission of the Catholic school to be consistent with the mission of 
the Catholic Church and to establish and deepen the relationship of everyone 
in the school with the person of Jesus Christ as members of his Body, the 
Church.  Visit www.ecsd.net and click on the ‘name our schools’ graphic to 
view the guidelines for submitting a name.  Submissions are electronic through 
the site and will be accepted until 4 pm on January 31, 2021. 
 
 
In the fall, we hosted a virtual opportunity for parents and guardians to learn 
more about supporting their children’s mental health during COVID-19 times.  
We are pleased to offer a follow-up virtual event on January 20 from 7-8 pm.  
We have moved in and out of a virtual, remote existence in the past many 
months, and that has posed tremendous challenges to our mental health and 
wellbeing.  We are travelling in uncharted territory as parents and caregivers, 
and in addition to paying close attention to ourselves, we need to be extra 
vigilant with our young people.  It is our hope that this evening will give you a 
few more tools to help you support your families in establishing and 
maintaining good mental health in an increasingly digital world.  Visit our 
website for more information on the event and register early! 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and 
Social Friendship, last fall.  Beginning this month, our Religious Education 
Services (RES) will be sharing monthly articles on the topic to help bring it to 
life for our community.  This month, our RES Manager, Sandra Talarico, writes 
about the introduction and first two chapters.   
 
As we anticipate the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, I will leave you with a 
final word from our Holy Father: “To pray is to light a candle in the darkness. 
#Prayer rouses us from the tepidness of a purely horizontal existence, lifts our 
gaze to higher things, makes us attuned to the Lord, allows God to be close to 
us; it frees us from our solitude and gives us hope.” (Twitter, 12/15/20)     
 
Many blessings in the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
 

http://www.ecsd.net/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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 Epiphany! Theophany! Two good Greek words expressing and proclaiming to the world the showing forth 
of God in His fullness. In the first centuries of Christianity, the feast of the Epiphany was regarded as a 
collective feast for it embraced other events in the life of Jesus which bore witness to His divinity – 
namely, His Nativity, the homage of the Wise Men from the East, the Baptism of the Lord in the river 
Jordan, the first miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee and the miraculous multiplication of the loaves. 
St. Augustine in his homily on the Feast of the Epiphany said: “Today we celebrate the mystery of the 
Epiphany on earth. Today God, by means of a star in the heavens, heralded His Nativity; and by baptism in 
the Jordan, He sanctified water for the renewal of humankind; at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, He 
changed water into wine; and with five loaves of bread, He fed five thousand people.”   

In the Eastern Church (Ukrainian Catholic Church) the main emphasis of the feast is on the Baptism of the 
Lord in the river Jordan by John and the public manifestation of the incarnate Word to the world. Epiphany 
is the showing forth of God because it was there, at the Baptism of Jesus, that all three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity appeared for the first time. The Father’s voice testified from heaven that Jesus is the Son of God. 
The Son accepted His Father’s testimony, and the Holy Spirit was seen descending from the Father in the 
form of a dove and resting upon the Son.  
“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as He came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. And the voice 
from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with Whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3: 16-17)  
God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – plays an important role in the life and worship of every Christian. In the 
Eastern Church we make the sign of the cross with the thumb and first two fingers representing the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. An Eastern Catholic brings these three fingers together to signify that s/he 
believes not in the three Gods but in One. We are baptized in the name of the Trinity; every liturgy in the 
Eastern Church begins with the name of the Trinity; we are blessed in the name of the Trinity; we confess 
our faith in the Holy Trinity when we say in the Nicene Creed: “I believe in One God, the Father, the 
Almighty… I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ… I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life…”  
The doctrine of the Trinity may seem incomprehensible and remote; yet it is one of the basic teachings of 
the Catholic Church. It is basic because it tells us so much about God, about how Christians have 
experienced His presence in the past and about how we may experience the fullness of His presence today. 
Saint Peter and the other apostles, for example, knew God in three ways. They knew God as “Father”. They 
knew God as: “Son” in the person of Jesus Christ. On Pentecost they experienced God as “Holy Spirit”, as a 
presence and power within their own hearts and within the Church. 
The Trinity means that I believe in God the Father Who made me; God the Son Who saves me, God the 
Holy Spirit Who lives in me. God the Father: for us in love! God the Son: with us in grace! God the Holy 
Spirit: in us in power! 
 
Resources: “A Byzantine Rite. Liturgical Year.” Julian J. Katrij, OSBM. Basilian Fathers Publication. Detroit, 1983. 
http://lit.royaldoors.net/2013/12/09/january-6-2014-the-holy-theophany-of-our-lord-god-and-saviour-jesus-christ/ 
 
Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 
Fr. Julian Bilyj 
ECSD Chaplain 

 



9 
 
 Illness and Recess 

We have always taken the position that students who are ill should not be at 
school. We understand that in the past, it may have been easier to send a child to 
school if he or she exhibited mild symptoms rather than arranging for child-care. 
Unfortunately, in our current climate, this is no longer acceptable. We must do 
everything we can to make sure that everyone is safe. Parents and caregivers 
must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, 
or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. Staff will 
also assess themselves daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, or COVID-
19 prior to entering the school. All persons should use the health assessment 
checklist to assess themselves daily prior to entering the school/site. Any person 
who selects “yes” on any of the screening questions will not be permitted to 
enter the school, pending further testing for COVID-19. Signs will be posted 
reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if 
symptoms resemble a mild cold. Should a student exhibit signs of illness at 
school, they will be moved to the quiet room within our school. Parent/caregivers 
will be notified and advised to pick up their child immediately. Please ensure that 
student emergency contact information is up-to date if parents cannot be 
reached. Should a student become ill, a parent/caregiver or emergency contact 
must pick up the student as soon as is practicable.  

  

 

 

  

School registration is now open.  All Edmonton Catholic Schools have moved to 
online registration for the 2021-2022 School year.  Please visit 
www.stbasil.ecsd.net and look for the “REGISTER NOW” button.  Remember, for 
kindergarten registration, new for this year is children must turn 5 by December 
31, 2021.  Also join us for our Virtual Open house on February 16.  Visit our 

b i  f   d il   

 

INFORMATION: 

Illness and Recess 

Powerschool Parent and 
 Student Portal 

Open House  
Online Registration 

http://www.stbasil.ecsd.net/
http://www.stbasil.ecsd.net/

	                       Administrative Message

