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March Newsletter 
Administrative Message 

 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
How quickly the month of February has come to an end and March is 
upon us.  February was a mixture of extremely cold weather that kept 
us inside for weeks and now March begins with weather that reminds 
us Spring is around the corner.  All our students are looking forward 
to getting outside to enjoy warmer temperatures. 
 
March will see us through the rest of the liturgical season of Lent 
where our students will continue to focus on prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.  Lent will conclude at the end of March in Holy Week 
before the glorious celebration of the Easter Resurrection on Sunday, 
April 4th.  This year, the Easter break, and Spring Break will occur at 
the same time.  Students will not have class on Monday, April 5th but 
will return to school on Tuesday, April 6th. 
 
We would ask that you take some time to go through this newsletter 
in depth as there are many important messages and events to share 
with you for this month. 
 
As we begin our 40-day Lenten journey, it is through our sacrifices 
and actions that our rewards are realized through our risen Savior.  
May this Lent represent for you the promise of new life witnessed not 
only in changing of seasons from Winter to Spring, but through the 
promise of the resurrection.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Pyra                                                Gosia M. Beringer 
Principal                                                Assistant Principal 
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Families are reminded of some of the fundamental 
procedures and policies that are required of students, 
families, and visitors to the school. 

 
• All students in Gr. 4-9 must be masked throughout the day unless the 

school is provided medical documentation indicating a pre-existing 
condition. 

• All students who ride a bus must wear a mask for the duration of their 
bus ride. 

• No volunteers are currently allowed in the building. 
• Parents are required to book an appointment with teachers or 

administration prior to coming to the building. 
• Visitors are only permitted into the general office area and must wear 

a mask and sanitize their hands. 
• Students are to use designated doors for entry and exit of the 

building. 
• Students are to maintain integrity of their cohort to the best of their 

ability; K-3, 4-6, 7-9 (respective programs) 
• Teachers will do a risk assessment to determine student safety and 

learning implications on appropriateness of student de-masking. 
• Water fountains are to only be used for personal water bottle filling 

provided by individuals. 
• Parents are to perform a health assessment of their child each day 

before sending their child to school. 
• Students that develop symptoms at school will be placed in 

supervised isolation and parents will be contacted for immediate pick-
up. 

• All students are to use the South Door of the school at the start of the 
day, located at the main office.  

• All families are to avoid using the Daycare doors as they are a 
separate cohort from the school. 

• Students that display one or many of the following symptoms should 
stay home; 
 Fever 
 Cough (new cough or worsening chronic cough) 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing (new or worsening 
 Runny nose 
 Sore Throat 

 
The above symptoms in dialogue with the school require that a 
student stay home for 10 days.The symptoms below, require that a 
student should remain at home until the symptoms are resolved: 
 Chills 
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 Painful swallowing 
 Stuffy nose 
 Headache 
 Muscle or joint aches 
 Feeling unwell, fatigue or severe exhaustion 
 Loss of sense of smell or taste 
 Pink Eye 

The school will work collaboratively with parents to discern 
reasonableness on whether a student should attend school.  We ask 
that parents perform this screening each day prior to sending their 
children to school.  This will help the school reduce the risk of 
possible community transmission, helping to maintain our ability to 
operate as near-normal as possible. 
 
 

  
INTENTION SCREENING 2021-2022 

 
This year Edmonton Catholic Schools will be implementing a 
new tool for current families of all our schools to use in 
confirming their choice of school for the upcoming school year.  
The Intention Screening Tool can be found in the Parent Portal of 
Powerschool.  This is an extremely important piece of data 
collection as it helps us determine staffing and class 
configurations for next year.   Enrolment numbers support 
program viability, so we strongly encourage families to please 
ensure you take a minute to complete the screen as soon as 
possible.  The screen will remain open until March 22.  For ease 
of access to the Intention Screening, families can navigate to 
www.stbasil.ecsd.net and using the arrows, scroll to the red 
sliding button banner to access Powerschool as the image below. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stbasil.ecsd.net/
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Congratulations 
This past month students in Grades 5-9 in the JPII program 
participated in the University of Waterloo Beaver Computing 
Challenge.  The competition introduces computer science to 
students and is designed to get students with little or no previous 
experience excited about computing.  Students participated virtually 
and is structured as a problem-solving contest with a focus on 
computational and logical thinking.  The questions are inspired by 
topics in computer science but only require comfort with concepts 
found in Alberta’s math curriculum.  Thank you to Pani Makarewicz 
for organizing and congratulations to the following students for 
representing our school so well at this competition. 
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SCHOOL PARKING LOTS 
All families are asked to refrain from using the school parking lot for 
dropping off or picking up their children throughout the day.  The 
safety of our students coming off the bus or going to the bus is 
compromised by cars entering and leaving the lot.   Please do your 
part in keeping our students safe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2021-2022 JFLA RELOCATION 
On January 12th, the JFLA Parent Council and 
Edmonton Catholic School Division met to discuss 
the relocation of the JFLA program to St. Cecilia for 
the 2021-2022 school year.  School administration 
has met with students in the Academy in February to 
discuss some of their priorities in preparation for the 
relocation and the ladies are looking forward to 
future meetings to help build a rich program at St. 
Cecilia.  As always, we look forward to all 
stakeholders to participate and contribute to 
opportunities to make ECSD programs prosperous 
and successful. 
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A very big congratulations to those students who achieved 85% and higher in 

their core subject areas with no mark lower than 75% in complementary 
subjects are recognized for their achievements.  Well done to those students 

and thank you for your efforts. 
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Parent Council, JPII and JFLA 
This body of parent volunteers gives of their time usually once a 
month to meet with school administration to provide support and 
advice for administration and activities at the school.  Through their 
efforts, we can provide many enhanced experiences for our students.   
 
 
All parents are invited to attend virtual council meetings via Teams, 

please be on the look-out for invitations to attend that come through 
Swift. 

 
 JFLA next council meeting will be held on April 18 at 6:00 pm.  St. 

Cecilia School administration may be in attendance.  
 

JPII Apr. 6 at 6:00 pm  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Student registration is currently open for the 2021-2022 School Year 
and St. Basil is accepting students for all grades, K-9.  Our Open House 
was very well attended allowing us to reach out to the greater 
community to recruit students, but we still need your help.  Word of 
mouth is the best way to get the message out about our school!  
Please spread the word to family, friends, colleagues, and parishioners 
(safely mind you!)  to consider joining our community.  Kindergarten 
students must turn 5 by December 31, 2021 to eligible to for 
September enrollment.  We are accepting all students in all grades.  
 

PLEASE GO TO  

STBASIL.ECSD.NET  
TO REGISTER 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

A reminder to families to ensure they remit payment for the bus pass 
for the month of February.  Junior High bus passes are $59.00 and 
Elementary bus passes are $35.00.  All students are required to have a 
bus pass to be eligible to ride the bus.  Payment can be remitted using 
your Powerschool credentials.  Please 
contact the office for assistance.  Payment 
accommodations can be made for families 
by communicating with school 
administration. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
International Women's Day celebrated on March 8, will be celebrated 
this year by our Girls Leadership Academy on March 11.  This is a 
global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political 
achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action to 
accelerate women's equality. 
 
IWD has occurred for well over a century, with the first IWD gathering 
in 1911 supported by over a million people. This year's theme is 
“Women in Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in a COVID-19 
World”. As implied in the title, this year's IWD will look different. That 
being said, we will provide our girls with excellent guest speakers who 
will meet with our girls virtually to provide a memorable event which 
will spark the interests and passions of our young women of 
tomorrow.  
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Lent – Our Forty 
Days in the Desert 

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It 
is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city 
and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so 
that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, 
“Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the 
devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 
him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on 
him.” -Matthew 4. 1-11 

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to 
take stock of our lives, to prepare ourselves physically, mentally, 
emotionally and spiritually for the death and resurrection of Christ. For 
many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important times 
of the year. Unlike Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great 
anticipation, Lent is more frequently a time of solemn observance and 
preparation for Easter. From its start on Ash Wednesday, this year on 
February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we find ourselves, like 
Jesus, in the desert. 
 

As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows 
your weakness. He wants only your love, wants only the chance to 
love you.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 
It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of 
Matthew as we remain shrouded in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the 
desert is still important; it helps us recall our need to stop and reflect; to 
prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives Lent is an 
invitation for us to accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ 
Jesus prepared himself, body and soul, for his ministry on earth. Even in the 
midst of temptation, Jesus revealed to us what it means to live out one’s 
humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God. 
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Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will 
still observe the fast strictly, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash 
Wednesday and abstinence of meat until Easter Sunday. Others will choose 
to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many other Christians  
 
will use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use 
of devotional books, and daily reflections. And even others will act 
generously as a way to place others first. In whatever way you recognize Lent 
and however you prepare for Easter, remember always to remain fixed on 
Christ; to follow him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty days and forty 
nights in the desert, to a life dedicated to serving God and serving others. 
 
 
Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services 
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relationship with God, on whom everything 
depends.” (Pope Francis, Homily,  

March 2021 
“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the 

path we are taking, to find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound 
relationship with God, on whom 

everything depends.”  (Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21) 

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the journey of 
Lent. It is not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to Jerusalem for his 
ultimate sacrifice. Our Holy Father invites us to look to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent as 
one where we commit our lives to always returning to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope shares 
that through the gift of the person of Jesus, God came to us so that he could take us by the hand and 
walk us towards the joy of salvation.  
 
Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past many 
months, we recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our schools have 
done an outstanding job at ensuring that students and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-mitigation 
protocols are followed; these will continue for the duration of the pandemic.  
 
Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a model for 
online learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit from this learning 
option based on their learning style. This option is significantly different than the COVID-inspired 
online platform presently in place, and a conversation with your child’s administration would be 
beneficial in understanding these differences as they pertain to your child’s learning needs.  
 
We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each child 
before March 22. The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most efficient and 
cost-effective way of delivering the online experience based on family choice. By families making 
decisions that meet their needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust learning experience for 
every student. All online students will be given one opportunity to return to their community school, 
on February 1, 2022. There will be no opportunity for students that want online learning to enroll 
after the start of the school year.  
 
Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each child for 
next year by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs of our students 
in both in-person and online learning.  
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. 
This month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about chapter 5, A 
Better Kind of Politics, and chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article is included as an 
accompaniment to this newsletter.  
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent is a 
humble descent both inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is not an ascent 
to glory, but a descent in love.”  
 
Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God.  
 
Sincerely,  
Robert Martin  
Chief Superintendent 
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