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Important Dates 

May 23 – Pentecost Sunday 

May 9 – Mother’s Day 
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May 18 -JPII SAC @ 6:00 

May 17 – Junior return to in-
person learning 

May 31 – JFLA SAC @ 6:30 
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May Newsletter 
Administrative Message 

 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
May, the Month of Mary, the month of Mothers has arrived and with the new month, 
the realization that our challenging school year is quickly coming to an end with only 8 
weeks of school remaining. As we celebrate all mothers this month, we continue to 
celebrate the season of Easter that culminates on Sunday May 23rd on Pentecost 
Sunday.  This is the 50th and final day of the Great Feast of Easter in which the Holy Spirit 
descends upon the Apostles and all followers of Christ and fulfills Jesus’ promise to send 
the Counsellor and Spirit of Truth as described in the gospel of John,   “But the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you”.  During the month of May, may we be open 
to receive the Holy Spirt as our support and guide as we prepare ourselves for the final 
weeks of the school year. 
 
We continue this month with our Junior High students remaining at home until the 17th 
of May for On-Line learning.  A small outbreak of positive cases of Covid19 at our school 
forced us to move those staff and students to on-line learning due to close contact.  This 
is a good reminder to all that in this “Third Wave” of the pandemic, it is crucial that 
everyone follow the Chief Medical Officers guidelines of health to protect us, allowing 
us to return to some levels of normalcy.  All our actions, whether at school or out in the 
community can have negative impacts on all of us.  We ask all families to do their part 
in keeping all of us safe. 
 
Our elementary students continue with in-person learning and we are grateful that we 
have been able to continue to engage in this stance of learning.  This will provide us the 
ability to provide those supports, services and learning opportunities that provide for 
real growth and development in our young students. 
 
May will be for many of our students the last month of introduction of new topics and 
units of study.  This year, students in Junior High will write site based final exams during 
the last 2 weeks of June and will spend the first weeks of that month reviewing and 
preparing for those exams.  A reminder to all parents, Provincial Achievement Exams for 
students in Gr. 6 and 9 are cancelled this year. 
 
Finally, after many weeks and indeed months of work with our Division designers 
together with staff, our school will begin using a newly designed logo for next year as 
we will only be providing one focus program at our school.   Please look for more details 
later in this newsletter.   
 
We wish all our mothers a very Happy Mother’s Day on May 9th. There is nothing like a 
mother’s love to give us the strength we need to succeed.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Pyra                                                Gosia M. Beringer 
Principal                                                Assistant Principal 
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Families are reminded of some of the fundamental 
procedures and policies that are required of students, 
families, and visitors to the school. 

 
• All students in Gr. 4-9 must be masked throughout the day unless the 

school is provided medical documentation indicating a pre-existing 
condition. 

• All students who ride a bus must wear a mask for the duration of their 
bus ride. 

• No volunteers are currently allowed in the building. 
• Parents are required to book an appointment with teachers or 

administration prior to coming to the building. 
• Visitors are only permitted into the general office area and must wear 

a mask and sanitize their hands. 
• Students are to use designated doors for entry and exit of the building. 
• Students are to maintain integrity of their cohort to the best of their 

ability; K-3, 4-6, 7-9 (respective programs) 
• Teachers will do a risk assessment to determine student safety and 

learning implications on appropriateness of student de-masking. 
• Water fountains are to only be used for personal water bottle filling 

provided by individuals. 
• Parents are to perform a health assessment of their child each day 

before sending their child to school. 
• Students that develop symptoms at school will be placed in supervised 

isolation and parents will be contacted for immediate pick-up. 
• All students are to use the South Doors of the school at the start of the 

day.  
• All families are to avoid using the Daycare doors as they are a separate 

cohort from the school. 
• Students that display one or many of the following symptoms should 

stay home; 
 Fever 
 Cough (new cough or worsening chronic cough) 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing (new or worsening 
 Runny nose 
 Sore Throat  

 
The above symptoms in dialogue with the school require that a student 
stay home for 10 days. The symptoms below, require that a student 
should remain at home until the symptoms are resolved: 
 Chills 
 Painful swallowing 
 Stuffy nose 
 Headache 
 Muscle or joint aches 
 Feeling unwell, fatigue or severe exhaustion 
 Loss of sense of smell or taste 
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 Pink Eye 
The school will work collaboratively with parents to discern 
reasonableness on whether a student should attend school.  We ask 
that parents perform this screening each day prior to sending their 
children to school.  This will help the school reduce the risk of possible 
community transmission, helping to maintain our ability to operate as 
near-normal as possible. 
 
 

St. Basil Logo 2021-2022 
 

We are glad to share with our families our new logo for the upcoming 
school year that focuses on the Święty Jan Paweł II Polish Bilingual 

Program. 

 
The logo incorporates the eagle’s wing to honour both Canadian, 
specifically Indigenous cultures as well as the Polish Culture.  The 
design includes the colors of the Polish flag, as well as the Eagle head 
with crown, paying tribute to elements of the national emblem of 
Poland.  The cross represents our connection to our Faith and 
Edmonton Catholic Schools, and the outline of the letter B stands for 
Basil, our patron saint.  We want to extend a big thank you to 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Communication and Engagement 
department for the development of our school logo as well as our JPII 
staff who guided us and provided feedback on the essential elements 
of the design.  Be on the look out for upcoming communications from 
the school using this logo on our letterhead.  
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SPRUCE AVENUE SCHOOL PARKING LOT 
All families are asked to refrain from using our neighboring school 
parking lot for dropping off or picking up their children throughout the 
day.  They have phoned and asked that our families respect their 
property and to discontinue with this practice.  Let’s all be good 
neighbors and comply with their wishes. 
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JFLA  
This month the administration from both schools met 
to discuss resource transition from St. Basil to St. 
Cecilia.  As the walk through took place, a list of 
resource prioritization was made to ensure that not 
only will educational resources be made available for 
the girls but so too will archived materials, furniture, 
and equipment.  This will hopefully help our students 
transition to St. Cecilia by building some familiarity 
with their experiences here at St. Basil.  In May, we 
look forward to having our female students 
participate is a day of “Women in Tech”, a day that 
will be filled with online experiences and activities to 
inspire our young ladies to explore the world of 
technology. 
 
 

 
In efforts to 
recognize our 
students 
demonstrating 
positive values and 
virtues throughout 
the course of the 
day we will 
introduce a 
program called 
“Good to Be Good”.  It will kick off on at the start of May and all staff will be on 
the look out for student actions that help contribute to making school a 
positive place to be.  Whether it be following directions, helping a friend, 
walking in the hallways, listening to teachers, all these intrinsic actions help 
make the school be a positive place.  Each Wednesday these students will have 
their names and deeds announced on morning broadcast and will have their 
names posted on a large display near the large gym. 
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Parent Council, JPII and JFLA 
This body of parent volunteers gives of their time usually once a month 
to meet with school administration to provide support and advice for 
administration and activities at the school.  Through their efforts, we 
can provide many enhanced experiences for our students.   
 
 

All parents are invited to attend virtual council meetings via Teams, 
please be on the look-out for invitations to attend that come through 

Swift. 
 

 JFLA next council meeting will be held on May 31 at 6:30 pm.  St. 
Cecilia Administration may be in attendance as well as Trustee Harris.    

 
JPII May 18 at 6:00 pm  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Student registration is currently open for the 2021-2022 School Year 
and St. Basil is accepting students for all grades, K-9.  Our Open House 
was very well attended allowing us to reach out to the greater 
community to recruit students, but we still need your help.  Word of 
mouth is the best way to get the message out about our school!  Please 
spread the word to family, friends, colleagues, and parishioners (safely 
mind you!)  to consider joining our community.  Kindergarten students 
must turn 5 by December 31, 2021 to eligible to for September 
enrollment.  We are accepting all students in all grades.  
 
 

PLEASE GO TO  
 

STBASIL.ECSD.NET  
 

TO REGISTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stbasil.ecsd.net/
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

A reminder to families to ensure they remit payment for the bus pass 
for the month of May.  Junior High bus passes are $59.00 and 
Elementary bus passes are $35.00.  All students are required to have a 
bus pass to be eligible to ride the bus.  Payment can be remitted using 
your Powerschool credentials.  Please 
contact the office for assistance.  Payment 
accommodations can be made for families 
by communicating with school 
administration. 
 
 
 
 

 

Technology 
Over the course of the year, students have been required to shift their learning 
stance numerous times from in-person to on-line.  We are very proud of how 
our students, supported by their families, have been able to make that shift and 
thank our teachers for their flexibility to maintain good learning opportunities 
for students.  What has become evident is that student access to technology is 
essential for those experiences to continue.  In this latest pivot to on-line 
learning for our Junior High students, the school loaned out 23 Chromebooks 
to students for use at home.   As a school, we want to be able to facilitate 
student access to their learning while they are forced to learn from home and 
as such, gladly provide those resources to students.  Our students have 
demonstrated respectful use of the equipment and have consistently returned 
school owned Chromebooks when the learning stance shifts back to in-person.  
The school continues to encourage families to purchase Personally Owned 
Devices (POD) for use at school and through the Division, families can 
purchase Chromebooks through Powerschool.  For those that are interested, 
please visit, 

https://tinyurl.com/yzmwhg6t 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yzmwhg6t
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Social Media 
 
 
 
St. Basil school has a very strong social media presence and could use your help 
in spreading the word about our school.  Our Social 
Media coordinators, Pani Imhoff and Ms. Jedrych have 
been doing an excellent job in promoting both 
programs, highlighting the many activities happening 
at our school.  Be part of helping to promote our 
school by ‘liking’ and linking your social media account 

to ours.  Head on 
over to our webpage for links.   
 
INSTAGRAM – St. Basil ECSD 
Facebook – St. Basil ECSD 
Twitter – St. Basil ECSD 
#stbasilecsd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stbasil.ecsd.net
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 
  
 Friends of Jesus,  
Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord (40 days after Easter), 
Catholics across the globe give thanks for the gift of Catholic Education through 
the celebration of the World Catholic Education Day. This year, the theme of 
Catholic Education Week in the province of Alberta is Those Who Hope in the 
Lord Shall Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s Catholic Education 
Week is taken from the book of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words of 
hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of challenges that we have 
experienced throughout this school year. “Today too, amid so much darkness, 
we need to see the light of hope and to be men and women who bring hope to 
others. To protect creation, to protect every man and every woman, to look upon 
them with tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of hope; it is to let a shaft 
of light break through the heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” – 
Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  
How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic Education Week in the month of May 
that in the Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a special way, to Mary! 
Mary, the Mother of God, is also the patron saint of our Edmonton Catholic 
Schools.  
Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more about Mary, who was the first 
evangelizer and the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 
words. She understood the work of the Holy Spirit unlike anyone else in the 
history, other than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are very few records of 
Mary’s obvious words in the texts of the New Testament. However, there is no 
lack of her presence at the most important events in the life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of her Son. Mary always encountered God in profound ways from 
the beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every encounter, she surrendered 
to love and was changed.  
From antiquity, Mary has been called the Mother of God – Theotokos – the 
Greek word that means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is used throughout the 
Eastern Catholic Church’s Liturgy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s deep 
Marian piety and devotion. An insistence of the Early Church Council on the 
use of the title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected an effort to preserve 
the teaching of the Church that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and that 
these two natures are always united in His One Person (The Third Ecumenical 
Council of Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  
On May 13, in honour of World Catholic Education Day, we are encouraged to 
wear blue, and that way be united in faith and prayer for Catholic Education. As 
Mary, the Mother of God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many of the 
paintings and icons, we stand united in prayer with her and grateful for the 
Catholic Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we celebrate Catholic 
Education Week, from May 10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 
faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the students whom we serve, their 
parents and families, and our trustees, administrators, teachers, and staff who 
make it all possible.  
Fr. Julian Bilyj  
ECSD Chaplain 
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The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. 
This month, beginning May 10, we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The 
pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic Education Day on May 
13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to 
explore the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families 
to reflect on the gift of publicly funded Catholic education in Alberta. We 
encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 
course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for 
our annual Humans of ECSD campaign; we are so proud to share some 
exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 
 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive 
members of our School Councils and the administration teams of our schools to 
gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our various planning endeavors. 
This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our 
Division and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that 
our families feel are of greatest value in the education of their children. The four 
priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to Work and 
Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of 
School Councils (COSC) was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 
and can be found in the Board Agenda Package by clicking here and scrolling to 
the report. The overarching themes from this engagement were used at the 
Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the 
Division Budget. Individual schools will use their specific results to inform their 
School Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 
 
The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming 
our new schools which were announced by the provincial government last year. 
In January, we asked our students, staff, and the greater community for help 
naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for 
Catholic education: Joan Carr Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) 
and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School (Heritage Valley). 
  
We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students 

back to in-person learning after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth
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virtual learning environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to 
our educational system and look forward to being together again. 
 
May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time 
where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She 
also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of 
God, made in the image and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Holy is Thy Name, 2017)  
 
Have a glorious May! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
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