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October 5, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We want to take this opportunity to continue to thank you for your support of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools and particularly, St. Basil school, in what are most certainly, unprecedented times. We are 
continuing to iron out the wrinkles in this “near normal” return to school amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic. We wanted to give you all a brief update as we have completed our first month of this 
school year and there have been some changes made to the procedures within the building and our 
Division, which we would like to bring your attention to.  

First and foremost, we cannot thank you, the parents, primary care givers, and our wonderful 
community, for the seamless transitions our students are displaying between school and home. It is 
such an immense joy to have your children back at school here with us and we too, are excited to 
provide your children with meaningful learning opportunities while sheltering them from some of 
current days stressors. Although there continue to be some uncertainties and trepidations as we 
continue to journey through this 2020-2021 school year, we are immensely proud to be a part of your 
village entrusted with the care of your children. As a staff, we know that the success we celebrate 
within our school cannot occur without all of the incredible groundwork and continued efforts our 
families continue to do behind the scenes. Thank you for all your continued devotion in taking the 
time and to engage in positive dialogue around proper hygiene practices, physical distancing, proper 
mask wear, and general risk mitigation. We promise, as educators, and as your school team, that we 
will continue this dialogue with our students during their school days. We are honored to be a part of 
your village.  

We appreciate your continued understanding in that this return to school is a fluid, continually 
evolving situation. We invite you to please see the additional attached document “Learning Stance 
Choice” to read through. This is a document that has been prepared by our Chief Superintendent, 
Robert Martin, which outlines Edmonton Catholic’s continued commitment to parent choice for the 
remainder of the school year. Additionally, this document contains a link to a survey asking parents 
to identify the method of preferred instructional delivery for your child(ren) for the remainder of the 
school year. Please note that if your intention is to change delivery of instruction for your child(ren), 
you will have until October 15th to do so. Once your choice is submitted, this will be the choice that 
stand for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year. Our hope is that these two documents will help 
guide any misunderstandings or questions you may have during a different approach to our 
traditional views of learning. At this point and time, students will not receive technology to borrow 
from the school if you are choosing the online option.  

We will continue to follow the guidance from the Ministry of Education and Alberta Health Services 
as this school year progresses. Once again, we thank you for your continued support in Edmonton 
Catholic Schools and above all else, our school community. 

Yours in education,  

Ken Pyra     Gosia M. Beringer 
Principal    Assistant Principal 
Kenneth.Pyra@ecsd.net  Malgorzata.Beringer@ecsd.net  
 



      

Table of Contents 
 

Message from Administration 

 

page 2 

 

Table of Contents 

 

page 3 

 
Staggered Entry Plan & Site Procedural Information 

- Health screening 
- Doors/entry procedures 
- Classroom entry 
- Parent pick-up/drop-off 

 

page 4 

 
Site Procedural Information Continued 

- Lockers 

- Recess 

- Lunch 

- Cleaning 

- Masks 

- Assigned seating 

- Supplies 

- Washrooms 

- Water fountains 

- Physical education 

- Special occasions 

- Common areas 

- Volunteers 

- Dismissal 

- Transportation 

- Field trips 

- Assemblies & celebrations 

- Athletics & extracurricular activities 

- Options 

 

page 5 

 
Family Voice & Choice 

 

page 11 

 
Message from Chief Superintendent Robert Martin 

 

page 13  
 

 



      

 

 

Health Screening 

Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common 

cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other respiratory disease before sending them to 

school. Staff will also assess themselves daily prior to entering the school. Any 

person who selects “yes” on any of the screening questions on the health 

assessment, will not be permitted to enter the school, pending further COVID-19 

testing. Of note: as staff members are continuing to do daily health screenings, 

there are times where we are short staffed. As a result, we have been working 

hard within the building to provide internal coverage where possible, while 

minimizing the disruption these changes may have on our students.  

Additionally, should a student or staff member exhibit signs of illness while at 

school, they will be moved to our designated private area within our school. 

Parents/caregivers of the student will be notified and advised to pick up their 

child immediately. Thank you to our parent community for being extremely 

responsive and respectful of these procedures. If you have not done so already, 

please ensure that student emergency contact information is up to date. Follow-

up testing will be required for any students presenting with symptoms and a 

negative test result will be required prior to their return to school.  

The safety and well-being of staff and students remains our priority. The 

strategies implemented at our site are in line with the direction from the 

Division, in adherence of recommendations from our minister of Education and 

the Chief Medical Officer of Health. As a school, we will continue to be guided 

by these directives and will remain responsive to any changes that may arise as 

the school year progresses. Consequently, these guidelines may change as 

circumstances may evolve.  

 

Doors/Entry Processes 

Doors to be used for entry into the school are to be the main doors located near 

our main office. Hand sanitizer is readily available at our entrance into our 

building. To minimize congestion in hallways, our students enter the building in a 

staggered manner as they step off their bus or are dropped off in the morning. 

Once students enter the building, they then head to their classroom using the 

most direct route. Our hope is that we continue to be able to minimize 

congestion within our hallways.  

 



      

Students and families have been doing an excellent job of using the main office 

doors located on the south side of the building upon arrival. Students then head 

to their classroom where they are greeted by a staff member and hand sanitizer 

is provided to each student. Our teachers continue to do active supervision in 

the hallways every morning and at their classrooms, greeting students, verbally 

screening each student and then provide each child with sanitizer.  

 

At the end of the day, each homeroom is dismissed using the exit door closest to 

their classroom. We have also staggered our dismissal time to decrease the 

number of students in the hallways at once. Our elementary students are 

dismissed at 3:10pm and our junior high students are dismissed at 3:15pm.  

 

Classroom Entry 

Homeroom teachers are outside of their classrooms each morning to greet their 

students and to ensure each student sanitizes their hands upon entry into their 

respective classrooms. Teachers also practice proper hand hygiene and 

sanitization procedures with students throughout the day. Each classroom has 

been equipped with: two bottles of hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, 

disinfecting spray solution, and our students are spaced out (wherever possible).  

 

Parent Pick-Up/Drop-Off  

Adults bringing students to and from school are asked to please remain outside 

of the building at your child’s respective entrance/exit doors. We ask that you 

maintain a safe physical distance between yourself and those around you. Those 

who need to enter the school must book an appointment with the school office. 

Individuals without an appointment will not be able to enter the school. 

Individuals with an appointment are asked to report to the main office for entry 

into the school. Teachers and administration are also available for meetings via 

Teams, should this option be mutually available and agreed upon.  

 

Lockers 

We are pleased to announce that lockers have been made available for students 

use, as of September 21. Students are able to put their personal belongings into 

their individual lockers. We have been able to successfully space out the 

students to every second locker, to allow for physical distancing. Teachers are 

staggering locker use for students within close proximity of one another, and 

our custodial staff is sure to sanitize the lockers daily. Students are encouraged 



      

to keep more costly items at home. Our Division continues to follow the 

advisement of AHS.   

 

Recess 

Students have been grouped into cohorts for recess. For our elementary 

students, morning and lunch recess have two different groups: grades K-3 and 

4-6. These cohorts have designated areas in the fields which they are free to 

use during recess. Adjustments based on grade preferences have been made 

based on feedback from staff. Our junior high students have lunch and recess 

separate from the elementary students and our lunch areas are sanitized after 

each use.  

 

Lunch 

Students are encouraged to bring healthy lunches from home that do not require 

the need to be heated, as microwaves are still not available for use at this time. 

Additionally, daycares hot lunch program is currently unavailable. All ECSD 

campuses are closed campuses, therefore students are not be able to leave 

school to access convenience stores or fast-food providers. Similarly, food 

trucks and food delivery services are not permitted. These measures are to 

ensure that, while at school, every effort is made to reduce the risk of exposure 

from outside sources. Well also continue with cohorting our students during 

lunch, to minimize large group gatherings.  

Our K-3 students will continue to eat lunch from 12:00-12:20 p.m. in the 

lunchroom. Each homeroom has been assigned tables with assigned seating. Our 

4-6 students also eat lunch from 12:00-12:20 p.m., however, they are eating in 

our Foods lab. These students also have been assigned tables with assigned 

seating. Our JH students, will be outside for their recess from 12:00 – 12:20 p.m. 

and then come into our lunchroom from 12:25 – 12:40 p.m. Tables will be wiped 

down by custodial staff between our two groups. These students are also sitting 

at assigned tables with assigned seating. As per AHS guidelines, assigned 

seating is being used in all parts of a student’s day to ensure proper follow-up, 

in the event of a confirmed positive COVID-19 case at our site.  

Cleaning 

Our school will continue to practice COVID-19 cleaning procedures as set out by 

the Division, which are aligned with provincial directives around cleaning and 

disinfecting. These increased measures include:  



      

 Purchasing provincially recommended COVID-19 cleaning supplies 

 Additional training and consistent cleaning throughout the day of high 

touch surfaces by custodial staff 

 Removing any soft furnishings and area rugs from classrooms and 

common areas that cannot be cleaned to provincial standards 

 Frequent cleaning high-touch surfaces such as water fountains or door 

handles 

 More frequent cleaning and disinfecting throughout the school, with 

specific attention to washrooms, high-traffic areas, and classrooms 

Our Division is procuring all COVID-19 cleaning and safety items on behalf of all 

our schools. This helps to ensure all schools use products that adhere to health 

standards and requirements to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. It also ensures 

that all schools have equitable access to these supplies.  

 

Masks 

The present guidance from the Chief Medical Officer continues to indicate that 

staff and students in grades 4-12 are mandated to wear masks. Although not 

mandated for K-3, the use of masks is strongly recommended to help reduce the 

potential for transmission and exposure. As such, we will encourage the use of 

masks for all of our students. 

Alberta Education has provided two reusable masks that each students has 

received from their homeroom teacher. Please ensure students continue to have 

additional masks for their personal use. Masks are mandatory where physical 

distancing is not possible (i.e. on the bus) and when students are in motion 

within our building. Masks, however, are not required while eating/drinking, 

during recess or while engaging in physical activity (where physical distancing is 

possible). Please note: any guests entering our site are required to wear a mask. 

Additionally, City of Edmonton exemption cards do not apply in any ECSD 

building.  

There may be certain contexts in which enhanced personal protective equipment 

(PPE) is necessary and will be the expectation. This would include times when a 

student, staff, or guest becomes ill while at school and is required to isolate until 

they can be safely picked up and taken home. Other contexts include staff 

working with medically complex students for whom it is impractical to maintain a 

distance of two metres while working with the students.  

Assigned Seating 



      

In order to promote physical distancing, students have been assigned seating 

throughout the day, including at lunch. This is to maintain cohort integrity and 

help assist with contact tracing, if required.  

Supplies 

Students must use their own supplies as much as possible. Sharing of materials 

is discouraged.  

 

Washrooms 

Washrooms are cleaned, and high touch areas disinfected several times 

throughout the day. Homerooms have been assigned a particular washroom for 

their daily use (based on proximity to classroom). The maximum number of 

students allowed in any washroom at one time is two. Staff are ensuring no more 

than two students are using any washroom at any given time.  

 

Water Fountains 

Water fountains present a challenge in the effort to reduce transmission of the 

COVID-19 virus. Students are encouraged to bring water bottles from home, 

filled to start the day, and may subsequently fill those bottles throughout the day 

as needed. The use of water fountains will currently continue to ensure students 

have access to drinking water throughout the day.  We are also pleased to 

report that we currently are having two water bottle filling stations installed in 

our school, which we hope to be ready for use by the end of the week.  

 

Physical Education 

Physical activity is an important element in student health and well-being. 

Through safe and careful planning, schools are encouraged to continue student 

physical literacy in a variety of way:  

- Equipment will be cleaned before and after use 

- Activities supporting increased physical distancing are encouraged 

- Use of shared items or sports equipment is discouraged 

- Shared equipment will be cleaned before and after each use; users must 

perform hand hygiene before and after each use 

- Students are encouraged to come changed for their activities as lockers 

have not been accessible. Our Physical Education department teachers are 

in the process of implementing a plan for locker use that is in-line with 

AHS guidelines 



      

- Outside activities are being encouraged when and where possible (dress 

appropriately for the weather) 

- Focus on personal hygiene practices.  

- Fitness rooms are not accessible to students at this point and time; 

however, we are implementing a plan with our JH PE teachers to ensure 

the safe use of our fitness room which aligns with AHS guidelines and 

procedures. Our hope is that students will start to access the space when 

the weather becomes too cold to carry-out classes outdoors  

- Masks are not required when personal physical exertion is involved in the 

activities, as long as physical distancing can be reasonably maintained 

throughout the activity, and particularly when participating outdoors.  

 

Common Areas 

Common areas and intersections in hallways can result in students gathering. We 

have measures in place to promote physical distancing in these areas, such as 

one-directional signage, active supervision of spaces, proper hand-hygiene, 

staggered times, and limiting the number of students allowed in specific areas 

during particular times.  

Students may be required to walk directly through some areas to prevent 

crowding. In high-traffic areas, such as the school office, posters and floor 

decals will remind students, staff, and guests to keep a safe physical distance. 

There will also be a maximum number of individuals who can be in the school 

office at one time. Staff will supervise these high-traffic areas and remind 

students of the need to adhere to any physical distancing protocols in place.  

Volunteers 

At this time, under the direction from AHS, we are not allowing volunteers in 

schools. We value the support they provide us; however, this is in an effort to 

maintain cohort integrity and promote physical distancing. We are hopeful that 

we will be able to welcome parent volunteers at a later date.  

Dismissal 

We have developed staggered dismissal times, to allow students the opportunity 

to exit the building, while minimizing congestion. Our elementary students are 

dismissed at 3:10 p.m. through their respective exit doors. Our junior high 

students will be dismissed at 3:15 p.m. As a reminder, parents waiting for their 

children to be dismissed are asked to wait outside of the school. We thank those 



      

parents who have done an exceptional job of reinforcing these procedures with 

their child(ren). 

Transportation 

Parents and children/students should not be in the pick-up area or enter the bus 

if they have symptoms of COVID-19.  

Masks are required for all students in Grades 4-12. Students have been 

assigned seats on their busses and a record of this seating plan is kept to assist 

with contact tracing. Students who live in the same household have been seated 

together.  

If a student becomes symptomatic during their bus trip, the driver will contact 

the school to make the appropriate arrangements to pick up the child.  

There is increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection of high-touch 

surfaces, such as door handles, window areas, rails, steering wheel, mobile 

devices, and GPS prior to each run. Families are encouraged to make alternate 

arrangements for transportation should they not feel comfortable with their 

children on yellow busses or transit.  

Please be advised that all ECSD and EPSB schools are continuing to experience 

driver shortages with their bus carriers. Transportation Services is continuously 

working with the carriers on their plans to find solutions and make 

improvements. Please check the Yellow Bus Delays board on the Division 

website at: https://www.ecsd.net/page/1266/yellow-bus-delays for information 

on any bus delays expected in the upcoming days. Transportation Services will 

continue to update the Yellow Bus Delays board on a daily basis. Please be 

reminded that BusFinder is also available for parents to track the whereabouts 

of their child’s bus. BusFinder can be accessed through the parent portal. Thank 

you for your patience and we apologize for any disruption in service.  

 

Field Trips 

Field trips and activities requiring group transportation continue to be postponed 

until further notice. Fieldtrips which do not require transportation, and which can 

be conducted with all safety protocols in place in the vicinity of the school are 

supported, with proper field trip documentation. Fieldtrips that are not 

fundamental to core programming will not be supported. Any fieldtrips being 

undertaken need to take into account the inherent risks of COVID-19 



      

transmissions pertaining to activity, shared equipment, or limited ability to 

adequately clean equipment between users.  

 

Assemblies & Celebrations 

Assemblies and celebrations will be conducted in small groups or virtually within 

the school to adhere to appropriate physical distancing requirements. Cohort 

integrity is the priority focus when determining whether assembling students is 

required. We are pleased to inform our community that we hosted our Opening 

Year school mass virtually with the help of Holy Rosary Church. Holy Rosary 

Church graciously hosted one cohort within their facility, while the rest of our 

school community was able to livestream the mass within their individual 

settings. It is a blessing that in times like these we are still able to gather as a 

Christ-centered community to celebrate our faith.  

 

Athletics & Extracurricular Activities 

Currently, extracurricular activities continue to be suspended. These frequently 

involve travel, close contact, lack of cohort integrity. The Division has provided 

us with the opportunity to create after-school cohorts (should there be interest 

from students) and that in-school training can begin within a school based 

cohort only. Our volleyball coaches will be contacting students to see if we have 

enough interest to hold after-school cohorts.  Please note: if a student chooses 

to participate in an after school cohort, they cannot play for any other team, to 

minimize cohort mixing.  

Options 

We will currently be proceeding with the options selected by students in the 

spring, while operating to ensure mitigation of risks. That being said, each class 

will have different parameters put in place to ensure risk mitigation. With 

respect to music, general safety and parameters which are being followed are:  

- Simplify programming to use fewer pieces of equipment 

- Music rooms should be equipped with the following supplies: 

o A sink with running water, soap and paper towels 

o Hand sanitizer 

o Wipes that contain one of the following: diluted bleach (in safe 

amounts), isopropyl alcohol (at least 70% alcohol), medical virox 

o A recommended disinfection agent appropriate for use on 

instruments and mouthpieces  



      

- Musicians should wear masks when not playing wind instruments. Players 

should only remove their face masks immediately before playing. Face 

masks should be put back on after they have finished playing 

- Cover the bell of instruments with a thin, tightly woven fabric cover.  

- Limit the length of playing time to 30 minutes, followed by a 10-minute 

break to allow for air exchange in the room. 

- In-person concerts and performances are not permitted at this time.  

 In art, foods and drama, there will be no sharing of equipment or supplies, 

unless these items can be properly sanitized between uses. All participants 

should ensure they are practicing hand hygiene before and after each use. As 

much as is practicable, shared equipment and surfaces will be cleaned between 

use. Alternatives will be explored, such as including more theory than practice 

at times, to ensure keeping in line with health protocols.  

 

Family Choice 

In March, the Alberta government announced that in-person classes were 

cancelled indefinitely, and students shifted to distance and online learning. 

Students, families, and staff across our Division did a great job of navigating this 

sudden change.  

As we organize for 2020-2021, we know that all our students need access to 

high-quality, accessible instruction. We also recognize that in-person classes 

might not be appropriate for all families and staff, depending on their personal 

circumstances and well-being. This is why the Division is offering choice. A 

parent survey has been sent out by the Division today and has been attached at 

the end of this document (for your reference). Please complete the survey as 

soon as possible to ensure appropriate planning based on your choice. At this 

point, the Division is requesting parents to make their choice for online or in-

person learning. Please note: the survey closes on October 15th and your choice 

will be in place for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year.  

The purpose of this survey is for families to indicate whether their child will 

continue with online learning for the remainder of the school year, or, if they 

would like for their child(ren) to transition back to in-school learning. Once all 

information has been collected by the Division, families opting for online studies 

will receive further information. Please note, the transition between online 

learning to in-school learning would occur on November 10th.  

 



      

 

 

 

School Council 

Our school councils continue to remain vital to the operations of our school. 

Parent voice and engagement are essential. School council members and the 

school administration may choose to meet via an online environment or face-to-

face. If meetings are to occur in person, they must meet outside the regular 

school day and follow school and AHS guidelines and protocols around hand 

sanitizer use, size of meeting, wiping surfaces, and maintenance of physical 

distancing. 

School councils are respectfully cautioned in the use of council funds to 

supplement Division-supplied materials and equipment related to COVID-19 

safety measures. Although well intentioned, the Division has approved vendors, 

and will continue to equitably provide resources according to the mandates as 

directed by AHS and in compliance with OHS standards. We will be hosting our 

first JPII SAC meeting on Tuesday, October 6 and our second JFLA meeting will 

be on October 26. We hope to have as many parents come to be a voice for our 

school.  

 



 

 

 

 

October 5, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

At the beginning of this school year, the Minister of Education mandated that all school jurisdictions in the 
Province return to in-class learning with enhanced health and safety measures in place.  In order to support 
our parent community, Edmonton Catholic Schools was pleased to be able to offer an additional option to 
parents in the form of online learning for students. We also moved to a quartermester system to allow us to 
better cohort high school students and create defined opportunities for all students to move between the 
two learning options. During the last few months, we have heard from many parents and students and we 
appreciate the many complexities involved on your part in making the decision to choose either in-person or 
online learning. 

It has become evident though that offering two options for learning (in-person and online) has stretched our 
human resources to their limits. We are experiencing difficulty finding qualified Catholic teachers, especially 
in specialized programs, as school jurisdictions across the province are all hiring additional teachers. For this, 
as well as a multitude of other reasons, we have made the difficult decision to only accommodate one 
further move between in-person and online learning at the end of this quartermester. The choice that you 
make for your child’s learning for the second quarter will be the way that they learn for the remainder of 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

We have created a video for you to view to explain the many factors that led to this decision. It is found by 
clicking here or by clicking on the “Learning Selection Fall 2020” banner on www.ecsd.net . Please take a 
few minutes to watch this very important video. 

Next steps: 

• From October 5th to October 15th, you will register your learning choice through the link on PowerSchool 
(https://powerschool.ecsd.net). The choice that you make will be the way that your child learns, in-
person or online, until the end of June 2021.  
 

• Your choice cannot be changed after October 15th. There is significant planning that needs to take place 
in preparation for the start of the second quarter on November 10th. We need to have all students 
committed to their learning option by October 15th to allow schools the time to adjust classes, 
timetables, and assign staff as required. 

 
 
 
 
 

9807-106 Street • Edmonton AB T5K 1C2 • T: 780 441-6000 • F: 780 425.8759 • www.ecsd.net 
Lumen Christi Catholic Education Centre 

 

EIGHT CHARACTERS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION . . . 
Community • Hospitality • Justice • Tradition • Sacramentality • Humanness • Rationality • Spirituality 

https://youtu.be/3UKtEjY5PXs
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerschool.ecsd.net%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRobert.Martin%40ecsd.net%7C7c4d92fe13864d4bf8d108d853abc814%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637351344573543140&sdata=AV3VvDBsYiUtwxKq3lkYN4Ibro%2BgZVkeA94a2pDst5U%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ecsd.net/


• You will receive communication from your child’s school by November 9th outlining what your child’s 
program will look like moving forward. 

We understand that this plan is very different than what we had shared in August. We have made this 
decision in order to ensure that students are provided with the consistency of instruction and learning 
that can only be accomplished when there is stability for students and staff. If you are currently in online 
learning and are unsure about your upcoming decision, please review your school’s re-entry plan on the 
school website to learn more about the health and safety measures that are in place. You can also 
contact your school principal with any questions that remain unanswered from that plan. We maintain 
that our schools are safe and in-person learning is going to provide the most complete learning 
experience for our students. 

Thank you for your understanding and partnership as we continue on our mission to provide a Catholic 
education that inspires students to learn and that prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one 
another. 

Sincerely,  

 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

 

  



Choosing a Learning Option for the Rest of the 2020-21 School Year 
Questions and Answers 

 
Beginning a school year is always an incredibly busy time. Timetables need to be created, 
staffing must be determined based on the number of students in programs, accommodating 
staffing preferences and areas of expertise where possible, budgeting, building a school culture 
and community, building relationships with parents… are all part of a school year beginning. 
Prior to the start of a school year, this extensive planning actually begins in the spring because 
of the depth of work that needs to occur to be ready for the first day of school. With choosing 
learning options every eight weeks, we are essentially having four different new school years all 
built into one year.  This becomes an enormous task as we also have to ensure that the learning 
continues throughout the school year. 
 
Q:  Will this change who teaches my child? 
A:  Your child’s teacher might change. Schools will do their best to keep students with their 

current teachers. Starting November 10th, you will know who is teaching your child(ren) for 
the rest of the school year. 

 
Q:  Will my child’s class or class size change? 
A:  There may be adjustments to classes at the end of this quarter; however, this will be the last 

time changes should occur. Schools will do their best to keep students in the classes that 
they are currently in. Because we will have stability in knowing who is in-person and who is 
online for the remainder of the school year, we have more control over balancing our class 
sizes. 

 
Q:  Why do I have to make the choice so early? The first quarter doesn’t end until November 

9th. 
A:  The amount of time to schedule and prepare for changes is very time-consuming. Schools 

need time to make these changes, and teachers and staff need time to prepare for any 
changes in teaching assignments in addition to the work they are already doing with their 
classes. 

 
Q:  Will high schools go back to semesters now? 
A:  No, they will not. We know that the quartermester system allows us to create cohorts in 

high schools that we cannot achieve with a semester approach. It remains very important 
that we minimize the mixing of our students and staff throughout the day. 

  



Q:  My child is in high school. Why do we have to choose online or in-person for the rest of the 
year if they are still having quartermesters? 

A:  High Schools also need the stability of planning for their teacher assignments and course 
offerings for the rest of the school year. 

 
Q:  What happens if the “Second Wave” hits? 
A:  Alberta Education and the Chief Medical Officer of Health will direct us to move to a 

different Scenario (we are in Scenario 1 right now) based on what the Provincial Covid 
situation is. 

 
Q:  Will my child get complementary courses (options) if we choose online learning? 
A:  Our online learning will continue to deliver the core subjects (which includes religion) for Pre-

K to Grade 9. At the high school level, other courses are possible based on the modules 
available through Revelation Online.  

 
Q:  If there is a Covid case at my child’s school, can I change from in-person to online learning 

for the rest of the year?  
A:  No. We have a very sound plan in place to deal with continuing learning if a group of 

students has to self-isolate. Their teacher will facilitate instruction and learning online for 
the isolation period. It is expected that any student who has to self-isolate will return to in-
person learning when they are medically cleared to do so. 
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