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Thank you for purchasing books 

through our Virtual Book Fair!  

We sold over 100 books so this 

means that we can buy more 

new books for our school library.  

A special thank you to Mrs. 

Holick for organizing this event.  

We did a draw and one student 

from each grade received a FREE 

book as a token of thanks for par-

ticipating in the Book Fair and for 

simply being all around terrific 

students.   

Thank you to School Council for 

their contributions to the 

“Humpback Whales” IMAX film that 

the children enjoyed  on the last 

day before Spring Break! 

HOCKEY ACADEMY FEES AND BUS FEES  

DUE BY April 7.   

 

We hope you enjoyed a relaxing break while greeting the signs of new life in nature.  We welcome the songs of        
returning birds, budding pussywillow trees, blades of green grass, beautiful blooms to come, and greatest of all—
the RESURRECTION of Jesus!  May you enjoy a glorious April! 

 
An Easter Prayer 

Lord, we lift our hearts to you. As the dawn breaks, may we carry the unity we share into every moment knowing 
that we are one with the risen Christ. Lord, we lift our eyes to you. As the sun rises, may this moment stay with us, 
reminding us to look for the beautiful colors of promise in your word. Lord, we lift our prayers to you. As the dew 
air falls, may we breathe this morning in and know that like the earth, you sustain us, keep us and work within us 
always. And so, we lift our voices to you. We celebrate the greatest day in history, when Jesus rose from death, 
defeated darkness and bathed the world in stunning resurrection light. May we ever live to praise you! Amen.  

A great big thank you for sup-

porting our Jump Rope for Heart 

Campaign.  $1263.00 was raised 

due to your efforts and contribu-

tions.  Kindergarten B and grade 

6A enjoyed pizza parties for raising 

the most money for donations.  

Congratulations!   Please take some time to explore 
our updated website at  
www.stbenedict.ecsd.net   
We have added virtual tours of the 
school and we have moved some 
information around so that it is 
more accessible to you. 
 
Please also check out our new St. 
Benedict Instagram page at     
stbenedict_ecsd   
We are very excited to be high-
lighting the wonderful things that 
our students and staff are doing! 

Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) 

Parent Surveys are due April 23rd.  

The survey package was mailed by 

Alberta Education.  The package 

contains the Random Access Code 

needed to access the parent survey 

online.  

http://www.stbenedict.ecsd.net/index.htm
https://www.ecsd.net/8232


KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS FOR 2021-2022 

We are now accepting registrations for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please register on-line at https://www.ecsd.net/

schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx To attend  Kindergarten, your child must be five years old on or before 

December 31, 2021.  

Documents required to complete the registration package are your child’s birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and           

immigration documents (if applicable) of the child and parents. Proof of address is also required. 

See our website for more details. 

 

 

 

                                                      

 

 

HOCKEY ACADEMY FOR 2021-2022 

We are now accepting registrations for our St. Benedict Hockey Academy.   Our Hockey Academy program is for        

students in grades four to six. Three times a week the students go to the arena to practice hockey skills or to improve 

their fitness through other physical activities. The cost of the program is $250 per month which includes apparel, all 

costs for hockey instruction, and costs for other fitness activities.   

Applications will be reviewed and successful applicants will be informed by June 1. In order to qualify to attend Hockey 

Academy, students must have good attendance, be completing all schoolwork, and demonstrate a positive attitude to 

staff and other students.  

See our website for more details. 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

Saint Benedict Bulldogs 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx
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“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”.                                         
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal challenges 
and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the Church’s voice rings 

out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 

(Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20 

 
A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply with our global 
circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and issued a call to us to work 
together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in his glory shine through in our hearts 
and our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work together to bring living witness to our faith with 
hope and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the Division’s 
highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. For each year of the 
plan, projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to Alberta Education so that they are 
aware of our needs when they are deciding on building schools across the province.  You can view our Capi-
tal Plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. 

 

We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its departments, 
with the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure that we can maximize 
funding to our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and inefficient infrastructure. We are ful-
filling a commitment to find operational efficiencies and financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has 
purchased the building known as the 50th Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more 
than 300 Division employees under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  
The purchase, which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in operations 
and maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being used to 
bolster the Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 

  

Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and families will be com-
fortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of our families have indicated that 
they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 

 
 

http://www.ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre


 Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of Renewed Encounter, and 
chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The article is included as an accompaniment to 
this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti journey, I will leave you with one of the 
prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 

  

A Prayer to the Creator 

Lord, Father of our human family, 
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace. 
Move us to create healthier societies 
and a more dignified world, 
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 

May our hearts be open 
to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us, 
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. 

Amen. 

 

 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

 Fratelli Tutti - Summary of Chapters 7 and 8  

In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis reminds us all that it is not enough just to engage in encounter. We 

have to face the reality of the injuries of past mis-encounters, and so we have to establish and walk the paths of re

-encounter (Ch. 7). We need to heal the wounds, which requires seeking and offering forgiveness. To forgive is 

not to forget. We need to be daring and start from the truth—the recognition of historical truth—which is the in-

separable companion of justice and mercy. All this is indispensable for advancing towards peace. Conflict is inev-

itable on the road to peace, but violence is inadmissible. That is why war is a recourse that must be rejected, and 

the death penalty a practice that must be eliminated.  

Resource: https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html                                                     

Submitted by Fr. Julian Bilyj, ECSD Chaplain  

 

 

 

 

 



The different religions of the world recognize human beings as God's creatures. As creatures, we are in a relation-

ship of fraternity. The religions are called to the service of fraternity in the world (Ch. 8). In dialogue and with 

hearts open to the world, we can establish social friendship and fraternity. In our openness to the Father of all, we 

recognize our universal condition as brothers and sisters. For Christians, the wellspring of human dignity and fra-

ternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is what inspires our actions and commitments. This path of frater-

nity also has a Mother called Mary. Faced with those injured by the shadows of a closed world and still lying by 

the roadside, we are invited by Pope Francis to make our own the world's desire for fraternity, starting with the 

recognition that we are “Fratelli tutti”, brothers and sisters all.  
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Easter, A Time of Hope  

Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!  

Today, we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Truly, “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us exalt and rejoice in it!”  

On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the other myrhh-bearing women went to the tomb to 

anoint the body of Jesus, which had been taken down from the cross and laid in a new tomb. When they 

arrive, an angel greets them saying, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was cru-

cified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Go quickly and tell his disciples. So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples” (Matthew 28: 5-8).  

As Christians we are above all people of hope.  

The message of Easter is the message of hope. Jesus comes into the world as one of us to tell us of God’s 

love and to invite us to follow him. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us the hope of a new life, 

eternal life, in communion with God as God had intended when he first created us.  

Pope Francis, in his latest book, “Let Us Dream, the Path to a Better Future,” sees hope as one of the les-

sons learned coming out of the pandemic. He writes, “To come out of this crisis better, we have to see 

clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to dream.”  

Crisis comes from the Ancient Greek κρίσις (krísis). [Remember My Big Fat Greek Wedding? Give me a 

word, any word, and I will show you that the root of that word is Greek!]. Crisis means decisive moment, 

a turning point. Crisis does not just mean that the world is coming to an end and I don’t know what to 

do. Rather, crisis also has the meaning in the sense of opportunity, a crossroad, with a choice on which 

road shall we travel next.  

Pope Francis offers a path to a better future. He sees hope coming out of the crisis of the pandemic. 

Amongst the inspiring words coming out of his book “Let Us Dream,” the Holy Father writes:  

We must redesign the economy so that it can offer every person access to a dignified existence while 

protecting and regenerating the natural world.  

What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, sprinkled with a healthy sense of humor, 

which allows us to endure and make space for change to happen. 

When I speak of change I mean that those people who are now on the edges become the means of 

changing society. 

 



We do not possess the truth so much as the truth possesses us, constantly attracting us by means of beau-

ty and goodness.  

Sin is a rejection of the limits that love requires.  

Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we can offer others.  

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead offers us new hope. But it also offers us a choice. We can return to our 

old sinful ways where me, myself and I are my closest and only friends, or we can see the world through 

new eyes, see creation and each other the way God sees us, with love and mercy. Let us dare to dream of 

a better future!  

Easter is truly a time of hope!  

Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!  

Bishop David  

 


