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We welcome the warmth and sunshine that the 
month of June brings us!  We have all braved this 
school year amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
we have worked together to make the best of this 
difficult  situation.  A great big thank you to all  
parents and guardians for your support and      
encouragement throughout the year.  It is our 
hope that  September will bring us all back        
together for a renewed measure of normalcy.  We 
wish everyone a bright, beautiful, and blessed 
summer.  Special wishes go out to our grade 6  
students who will be moving on to junior high as 
the next step on their educational journeys.  We 
thank them for their leadership and contributions 
to our St. Benedict Family.   

THANK YOU SCHOOL COUNCIL 

We wish to extend a great big thank you to  our 

School Council for their wonderful gift of the             

Basketball Standards for the children to use!  

What a great addition to our efforts as an APPLE 

School.  The children have been thoroughly               

enjoying the outdoors while  shooting hoops and 

socializing with each other.  It has been wonderful 

to hear their joyful noise! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 1-13—Virtual Book Fair                                                                            

June 2—Class Photos                                                                                              

June 7—SAC Virtual Meeting at 6:30 p.m.                                                                 

June 10—Hockey Academy and Bus Fees due                                                           

June 11—Yearbook Orders due                       

June 16—Assurance Survey due                                                                

June 18—Cultural Theme Day                                                                                

June 20—Father’s Day                                                                                       

June 21—National Indigenous Day                                                                    

June 24—Full Day and Grade 6 Farewell                                                        

June 25—Half Day & Dismissal for Summer  Holidays 

CLASS PHOTOS 

Lifetouch will be here to take Class Photos on Wednesday,             

June 2.  Children will be required to wear their face masks for the 

photos.  They will need to smile with their eyes!   

http://www.stbenedict.ecsd.net/index.htm


 

SCHOOL HOURS FOR 2021-2022 

 

 

ASSURANCE SURVEY 

Edmonton Catholic Schools believes it is important to engage parents/guardians and greatly values your opinions.  We 

ask that you please complete the Assurance Survey by logging into PowerSchool and clicking on the SchoolEngage icon 

on the left side.  The surveys will close on June 16.  The feedback will be used by schools, departments, the Division, 

and government to see what is working and what needs to be improved.  It allows everyone to have a voice. 
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“...Well done good and faithful servant…” -Matthew 25:21- 

Our theme for this year has been God Calls Us Each By Name, and that has been the perfect descrip-
tion for what our students, families, and staff have experienced.  In managing the turmoil, and often chaos, 
that has arisen out of the pandemic, we have each been called to be many things in ways far beyond what 
we are used to:  patient, diligent, caring, calm, resilient, flexible, understanding, forgiving, creative, coura-
geous, and so much more.  As our year comes to a close, the passage from Matthew seems a fitting punctu-
ation mark.  Thank you to every member of the Edmonton Catholic Schools family who has risen to the 
challenges before us and answered God’s call as a good and faithful servant! 

 
We were so glad to see all our in-person learning students return to class on May 25.  We are a peo-

ple of hope, and we look forward to having more stability and structure in the 2021-22 school year.  In the 
Spring, we asked you to declare your intention for in-person or online learning for the 2021-22 school year.  
You will receive a notification from your school in mid-June asking you to inform the Division should you 
decide to change your choice.  You will have until August 2 if you are in a year-round calendar school and 
August 16 if you are in a regular calendar school to indicate a final change of choice.  There will be no 
changes after August 16 as we will have to staff based on the number of students in each school.   

Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to launch our new Faith Alive website and welcome our ECSD 
students and families to explore the beauty of our faith.  We created this digital space after the Division's 
Student Voice members identified this project as an area of opportunity for young people and families to 
find quality Catholic content online.  Faith Alive will provide students and families with a wealth of infor-
mation and resources to help you become active in prayer, worship, and study.  Visit ecsd.net/faithalive to 
start your journey.  

The May 26 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees passing our Division Budget 
for the upcoming year.  You can learn more about the budget by visiting www.ecsd.net or clicking here.  
Edmonton Catholic Schools has worked diligently to increase funding to the classroom through improve-
ments in the delivery of administration, operations and maintenance.  A total of 78.8% of this budget will 
support student instruction, while system administration expenses are 2.7%, which is lower than the 3.15% 
cap established by Alberta Education.  

 
 In May, our eyes were turned to mothers and a celebration of Mary.  In June, let us turn our eyes to 
fathers and father figures and to St. Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father.  In his Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, our   

https://ecsd.net/faithalive
http://www.ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1505/division-budget
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html


Holy Father Pope Francis declared this to be the year of St. Joseph.  He shares the following:  “Fathers are not 
born but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up 
the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in 
some way he becomes a father to that person.”  Happy Father’s Day to all those who have accepted the sa-
cred responsibility of nurturing our children! 
 
Have a wonderful June and a restful summer.  We look forward to a new beginning in the 2021-22 school 
year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



June 2021 Newsletter 

 

 
The Body and Blood of Christ in Service to Others 

 
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, historically known by its Latin name, 

Corpus Christi, celebrates the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist - Body, Blood, 

Soul, and Divinity. This year recognized on Sunday, June the 6th, this feast originated in France 

in the mid-thirteenth century and was extended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. 

Corpus Christi highlights two manifestations of the Body of Christ: the Holy Eucharist, and the 

Church. During every Mass, our attention is directed towards the Eucharist, the Real Presence of 

Christ and upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church; the intimate communion which 

Jesus shared with his disciples. 

 
For us Catholics, the Eucharist is one of the clearest places to encounter Christ. In Holy 

Communion, we receive Jesus Christ, and this intimate union with Christ both signifies and 

strengthens our union with Him and His Church. While the practice of attending and participating 

in the Mass is central to our faith, the last year has been particularly challenging, given the realities 

of Covid. In the early months, public Masses were suspended and access to Confession and other 

sacramental celebrations were restricted. Many Catholics could not physically receive Jesus Christ 

in Holy Communion, yet their commitment to God and Church were not deterred. They still 

embraced the presence of Christ in the Scriptures, with each other, and in the vulnerable, especially 

evident in the various good works shown to others during the pandemic. 

 
As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ this weekend, 

let us give thanks for this beautiful Sacrament and be reminded that our worship of Jesus in His 

Body and Blood calls us to offer to God our Father our undivided love and an offering of ourselves 

to the service of others. 

 

 
Richard W. Smith 

Archbishop of Edmonton 
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