
MAY 2021 

We greet the month of May in hopes that it will bring us new hope and make our lives beautiful like spring flowers.  

We watch as the earth springs into bloom and we start thinking about planting gardens, cutting the grass, picnics, and 

making summer holiday plans.  

May is also the Month of Mary, Blessed Mother, and we pay homage to her during this time.  She has a unique role in 
salvation history as the Mother of God, conceived without sin, who by her own free will agreed to bring the “word 
made flesh,” (John 1:14) our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into the world.  We will have opportunities to recite the Ro-
sary throughout the month.   

May also provides us the opportunity to celebrate our Mothers or other important motherly figures in our lives.  We 
wish all our mothers a beautiful Mother’s Day on May 9th.  May God bless you and keep you safe. 

VIRTUAL AUTHOR VISIT 

While planning the farewell celebration for Ms. Timko in December, we 

came across a beautifully written, funny book about a teacher who did 

not want to retire.  We reached out to the author to see if we could get a 

signed copy as a gift for Ms. Timko.  Through this connection, a beautiful 

friendship developed.  Miss Letty Sustrin is a kind, wonderful lady who 

has dedicated her life to educating children.  She continues to volunteer 

at the school she retired from in 1998.  She is the author of six children 

books, five of which she wrote with her twin sister Sheila.  Just recently, 

she has learned to do Zoom readings to allow her to share her love of 

reading.  All of this at the age of 83!  She is such an inspiration!  We are 

very fortunate that Miss Letty has agreed to make St. Benedict her first 

international school!  She will be zooming in to us on May 5th to person-

ally read one of her books.  After her presentation, we will be sending 

home order forms to allow everyone the opportunity to purchase her 

fabulous books.  We have a copy of all her books in the school library as 

well.  We cannot wait to meet Miss Letty and her dog Honey Bell! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

May 5—Virtual Author Visit: Letty Sustrin  

May 7—Break a Rule Day 

May 7—Hockey Academy & Bus Fees Due 

May 9—Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 10-14—Catholic Education Week 

May 17—School Council Meeting at 6:30  

May 21—Jersey Day 

May 24—NO SCHOOL , Victoria Day 

ADMINISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 

We are  pleased to announce our Admin             

team for 2021-2022.  Mr. Kyle Porter will 

be our principal and Ms. Nicole Maas will 

resume her role as assistant principal.  We 

welcome Mr. Porter to our St. Benedict 

School community. 

http://www.stbenedict.ecsd.net/index.htm


SCHOOL HOURS FOR 2021-2022 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS FOR 2021-2022 

We are now accepting registrations for the 2021-2022 school year.  Please register on-line at https://www.ecsd.net/

schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx To attend  Kindergarten, your child must be five years old on or be-

fore December 31, 2021.  

Documents required to complete the registration package are your child’s birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and           

immigration documents (if applicable) of the child and parents. Proof of address is also required. 

HOCKEY ACADEMY FEES AND BUS FEES  

DUE BY MARCH 8. 

 

Please also check out our new St. Benedict 

Instagram page at  stbenedict_ecsd   

We are very excited to celebrate all the 

wonderful things that our students and staff 

accomplish at the school.  

 

CREE OR FRENCH LANGUAGE OPTION 

We offer Cree and French as second lan-

guage options for Grades 4-6.  A form was 

sent home for the current grade 3 children 

to sign up for their language of choice in 

preparation for grade 4.  Please ensure that 

you return the form to your child’s teacher 

by Friday, May 7th.   

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8232/how-to-register/Pages/default.aspx


May 2021 

 

“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar kind of move-
ment, with characteristics that make it a dynamism of growth, aimed at the full development of the per-

son…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for Catholic Educa-
tion, 02/20/20) 

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, beginning May 
10, we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic 
Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to ex-
plore the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of public-
ly funded Catholic education in Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic educa-
tion over the course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual 
Humans of ECSD campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton 
Catholic Schools! 
 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Coun-
cils and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our vari-
ous planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our 
Division and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of great-
est value in the education of their children. The four priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Ex-
cellent Place to Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School 
Councils (COSC) was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board 
Agenda Package by clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this engagement 
were used at the Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the Division Budget. 
Individual schools will use their specific results to inform their School Plan for Continuous Growth and their 
School Budget. 

 
The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new schools which 
were announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our students, staff, and the 
greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr 
Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School 
(Heritage Valley). 

  

We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-person learning  

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth


after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a virtual learning environ-
ment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to our educational system 
and look forward to being together again. 
 
May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time 
where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She 
also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of 
God, made in the image and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Holy is Thy Name, 2017)  
 
Have a glorious May! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of 

Our Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics 

across the globe give thanks for the gift of 

Catholic Education through the celebration of 

the World Catholic Education Day. This year, 

the theme of Catholic Education Week in the 

province of Alberta is Those Who Hope in the 

Lord Shall Renew Their Strength. The theme 

for this year’s Catholic Education Week is tak-

en from the book of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us 

the prophet’s words of hope and prophetic ful-

fillment in the face of challenges that we have 

experienced throughout this school year. 

“Today too, amid so much darkness, we need 

to see the light of hope and to be men and 

women who bring hope to others. To protect 

creation, to protect every man and every wom-

an, to look upon them with tenderness and 

love, is to open up a horizon of hope; it is to let 

a shaft of light break through the heavy clouds; 

it is to bring the warmth of hope!” – Pope 

Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of Petrine 

Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic Edu-

cation Week in the month of May that in the 

Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a 

special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of 

God, is also the patron saint of our Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more 

about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and 

the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel 

testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 

words. She understood the work of the Holy 

Spirit unlike anyone else in the history, other 

than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are 

very few records of Mary’s obvious words in 

the texts of the New Testament. However, there 

is no lack of her presence at the most important 

events in the life, ministry, death, and resurrec-

tion of her Son. Mary always encountered God 

in profound ways from the beginning to the end 

of her earthy life. In every encounter, she sur-

rendered to love and was changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the Moth-

er of God – Theotokos – the Greek word that 

means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is used 

throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s Litur-

gy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s deep 

Marian piety and devotion. An insistence of the 

Early Church Council on the use of the title, 

Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected an 

effort to preserve the teaching of the Church 

that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and 

that these two natures are always united in His 

One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of 

Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic Edu-

cation Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, 

and that way be united in faith and prayer for 

Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of 

God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many 

of the paintings and icons, we stand united in 

prayer with her and grateful for the Catholic 

Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we 

celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 

10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 

faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the 

students whom we serve, their parents and fam-

ilies, and our trustees, administrators, teachers, 

and staff who make it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  
ECSD Chaplain 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 


