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A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The spirit of the 

Lord shall rest on him.  Isaiah 11:1-2 
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St. Bonaventure School 

Re-entry Plan August 21, 2020 (Updated October 5, 2020) 

 

Introduction 
On behalf of the entire staff, I wish to welcome everyone in the St. Bonaventure family back to school for 
the 2020-2021 school year! In these most unusual times, we are facing big challenges that will test 
everything we are as a Catholic community. However, I am confident that together we will learn to live 
within this pandemic environment until it is finally gone forever. Coming back to school has created 
challenges for both the school and for our families. The Division has spent all summer planning for the 
startup this September, and we are confident that our families will be able to come back to school in a 
manner that they feel comfortable with. I want to present some information specifically about how St. 
Bonaventure will look and feel during the startup of school in September. I am also going under the 
assumption that all parents have read carefully the re-entry documentation that was sent to them on 
August 4, 2020 by the School Division. In this document, I do not want to repeat all of the information that 
was already provided to parents, but rather, to try to give some specifics about St. Bonaventure School 
and what you will have to look forward to and to prepare for as we return on September 2. 
 
The First Week 

• Wednesday, September 2: First day of classes. The opening bell rings at 8:05 AM. 
o We will release the class lists to parents before the first day this year so that students will know 

exactly where to go on the first day and who their teacher will be; the class lists are set by the 
teachers and the administration, and there will not be an opportunity for parents to request 
classroom changes. 

• Thursday, September 3: Normal half day of classes 

• Friday, September 4: No classes for Kindergarten-Grade 9. Division-wide PD. Students will stay home 
on this day as all staff will be working on training and planning. 

• Online/In-person Learning: This is an evolving situation, as not all of our families have responded to the 
Division. The current class configuration looks like this: 

• Kindergarten: 47 students. Teacher Ms. Wingie for both KA and KB classes. Mrs. Atkinson will be 
the ECE instructor for both classes. Online Kindergarten taught by Genesis Center. 

• Grade 1: 65 students. Teachers: Mrs. Weiss, Mrs. Beissel, Mrs. Toupin (Grade 1 online) 

• Grade 2: 45 students. Teachers: Mrs. Forestier, Ms. Christen 

• Grade 3: 46 students. Teachers: Ms. McEwen, Ms. Romick (Grade 2/3 online) 

• Grade 4: 59 students. Teachers: Ms. Burkholder, Ms. Stewart. Online taught by Genesis Center. 

• Grade 5: 54 students. Teachers: Ms. Fraietta, Ms. Monteith. Online taught by Community Cohort. 

• Grade 6: 67 students. Teachers: Mr. Hodgkinson, Mr. van Soest. Online taught by Genesis Center. 

• As it stands right now, we have close to 130 students who have opted to have online learning. These 
numbers are fluid and are likely to change as the days go by. 

• Online Learning:  
o Please be aware that if you have chosen the online learning option, you need to have wi-fi access 

and a device for your children to use. The school does not have the capacity to lend Chromebooks 
because the students in the school will need them. 

o The online learning experience will take one of a few different forms:  
▪ a full class of students from St. Bonaventure may be taught remotely by a St. Bonaventure. 
▪ St. Bonaventure students may become part of a cohort class of students from different 

schools taught by a different teacher. 
▪ St. Bonaventure students may be taught in a synchronous environment by their own teacher 

at the same time as the rest of their class. 
▪ The form of online learning for your child will be determined in the next week based on the 

needs and capacity of St. Bonaventure and the Division. 
▪ Regardless of the form of online learning you will have, your child will be expected to be 

online and present for a full day of school each day. We will need parents to ensure that this 
happens. 

▪ To ensure the authenticity of assessment, if there is a major summative assessment being 
given, online students will be expected to come to the school to write it. The school will 
make appropriate COVID protocol arrangements to accommodate this. 
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Movement in the School  

• Class cohorts: because student safety is our primary concern, we will be operating the school in terms of 
class cohorts. In other words, the students will gather and work within their homeroom and with their 
homeroom teacher and EA. There will be minimal interaction between students from different classes.  

• Entrance to the school: Parents/guardians are responsible for doing a health assessment on their children 
each day before they leave for school. We will continue to use the traditional entrances to the school that 
we are used to: 
o Grade 4 will use the south entrance;  
o Grade 1 will use the east tarmac door (facing north);  
o Kindergarten will use the west tarmac door (facing north);  
o Grade 3 will use the portable hall door facing the north tarmac;  
o Grades 5 and 6 will use the portable hall door facing the west playground;  
o and Grade 2 will use the parking lot door.  

As students enter the school, they will be asked if they are not sick, they must be wearing a mask, and they 
will hand sanitize. Teachers and EAs will be present to assist with students entering the school. Students 
will answer a couple of questions upon entry about how they are feeling, and they will sanitize their hands 
right away. They will then proceed directly to the coat hanger area and then into the classroom.  

• Parent drop off: Parents will not be permitted to enter the school with their children in the mornings. 
Although we will be encouraging you to stay in your vehicles when you drop off your children, you may 
accompany them to the doors as some parents like to do. If you do decide to accompany your children to 
wait at their doors, you need to practice physical distancing and are encouraged to wear a mask. Parents 
will only be able to access the school through the front doors by appointment.  

• Parent access to the school: access to the school will be restricted for parents as we can only allow a 
small number of people in the school at a time. Please make an appointment if you have business to 
conduct in the school. If you have a last-minute errand to do in the school and do not have an appointment, 
you will still have to phone the school prior to coming to the front doors. If you are picking up your child for 
an appointment or at the end of the day, you will still have to wait in your vehicle, or telephone the school to 
gain permission to enter.  

 
Recesses and Breaks 

• Morning recess: all students will be going outside for a break at recess. Their exit from the school will be 
staggered so that the hallways are not congested. While they are outside, they will be practicing the “no 
body contact” rule. They are used to this from past years.  
o As in past years, students will be permitted to use the playground, but we will split the playground use 

between the different classrooms so that there is minimal integration of cohorts. Students will be 
washing their hands prior to leaving for recess and immediately upon re-entering the school after 
recess. 

• Lunchtime: lunch is going to be done differently because of the complications that arise with handwashing 
and our limited number of washing stations in the school.  
o We are going to do a staggered lunch where the Grades 1, 3, 5 and Kindergarten/ECE will go outside 

for recess at the beginning of the lunch hour. Grades 2, 4, and 6 students will eat their lunch first and 
then go outside for recess. 

o Students will not be participating as office monitors. 
o Students will not be participating as classroom lunchtime monitors. 
o Students will not have access to microwaves, and so we will be asking them to bring a cold lunch only. 

• End of the Day: The end-of-day time remains the same at 2:40 PM. Students will exit the school from their 
designated doors and either go to the buses, meet their parents, or walk home. Parents will not be able to 
wait inside the school for their children. Thursday early dismissal is at 11:39 AM. 
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The Classroom Experience 

• Establishing routines: Teachers will spend the first few weeks working hard with students to establish 
routines in the classroom that will ensure that everyone participates in keeping the classroom clean and 
safe. Students from grades 4 to 6 are required to have masks. Students from kindergarten to Grade 3 are 
highly encouraged to have a mask. Teachers are working very hard to ensure that physical distancing can 
take place whenever possible; however, it will not be possible at all times for students to be 2 m apart, so 
the combination of hand hygiene and mask wearing will go a long way toward ensuring that the possibilities 
for transmission of the virus are minimal. 

• Instruction: Teachers will organize their lessons in such a way that students will be able to participate, but 
it will have to be done in such a way that one-on-one interactions between students are kept at a minimum. 

• Water bottles: we will be asking students to bring a filled water bottle to school with them. As of right now, 
we have one bottle-filling station. The Division will be installing second bottle-filling station in the school. Our 
current water fountains will be accessible for students, but only to fill water bottles.  

• Air circulation: the Division has indicated that the air circulation systems in the schools as they exist are 
sufficient for movement of air. We cannot use stand-alone fans in the classrooms, as they just push stale air 
around the room. 

• Extra-curricular activities: Students will not be participating in the morning broadcast (or other extra-
curricular clubs). We will not be having school assemblies/celebrations except through online means. For 
the time being, there will be no field trips or sports teams happening at the school.  

• Phys Ed class: students will still have phys ed class. Teachers will be tailoring many activities so that they 
do not involve close contact or physical contact with other students and so that they do not involve use of 
equipment that will be passed from hand to hand. 

• Music class: students will still be having music class. This year, the music teacher will be going to the 
classroom and will be presenting music in a way that does not involve high-risk activities like shared 
instruments or singing. They will be learning music through percussion and other similar methods. 

• Library: We will not be using the library for the time being. 

• Substitute teachers/EAs: the Division is going to provide each school with a dedicated in-house substitute 
teacher. This person will come to school every day and will be the person who will fill in for any absences 
that teachers have. If more than one teacher is absent on a particular day, then a substitute teacher will be 
called from the traditional teacher pool. We may also be receiving a dedicated in-house educational 
assistant who will operate much like the substitute teacher.  

• MDT/IPPs: students who have IPPs will be supported in their classrooms by EAs and through the support 
of the Inclusive Education team. 

• Hallways: The hallways in the school will be marked with directional and instructional stickers and tape to 
help them to navigate safely. 

 
Safety and Hygiene 

• Masks: Obviously, wearing masks and practicing appropriate hand hygiene are going to be critical 
components of life at school for staff and students. To that end, it will help the school a lot if you can make 
sure that your child understands the importance of a mask and also the proper methods for how to put on a 
mask, take off a mask and avoid touching the front of the mask with their hands. School will be providing 
each student with two reusable masks; however, you were also free to provide your child with a mask that 
they can use. It would also be very helpful if you could mark their name somewhere on the mask because 
missing and lost masks are inevitably going to become a problem. Teaching children to wear masks 
properly will take some time. Mask wearing infractions will not be treated in a disciplinary fashion; rather, we 
will work hard to educate and train students to efficiently wear masks. 

• Handwashing: Handwashing is the other side to the hygiene equation, and it is important that you talk to 
your children about how to properly wash their hands. Any education of this nature that you can provide 
your children before they come to school will be extremely helpful for the staff as they work to have the 
students come together as a cohort.  

• Illness: The Division has put together a clear plan for how to respond if a student shows symptoms of 
illness in school. The first line of defense against this is to have parents carefully check their children before 
they come to school and keep them home if they are showing any kind of symptoms. If a student shows 
symptoms at school, there is a designated room where he/she will come to wait for their parents or 
guardians to come and pick them up. It is vital that parents, guardians, or designated emergency contacts 
are prepared to come to school to pick up a child at short notice if there are signs of illness in the child. If it 
turns out that a student tests positive for the COVID-19 virus, we will be in contact with Alberta Health 
Services, who will come to the school and assist us in formulating an appropriate response. Depending on 
the situation, responses may be different. 
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Other Items 

• The School Council will still be operating this year, and we still want to encourage parents to become 
involved. The School Council is an effective way for parents to receive updates and information from the 
administration of the school. It is also a place where parents can have a forum to discuss ideas and to 
advise the administration on various aspects of school life. Given the present circumstances, the School 
Council will become a vital source of information for parents. Meetings will be held virtually this year, so 
there will be opportunities for you to take part in School Council meetings without having to come to the 
school. More information will be given to you in the first few weeks of September. 

• Because of the restrictions on social gatherings, we will not be able to have a welcoming meeting for 
parents at the school in September. We will explore alternatives for having a Meet the Teacher evening.  

• Please refer to the Division’s school re-entry document that was sent to you earlier in August. I hope that I 
can fill in any gaps in information that you still have. 

• School fees/Bus fees: The fee payment option will be set on your PowerSchool on September 1. So, 
please do not try to pay your fees prior to that date. 

 
I hope that this St. Bonaventure re-entry plan has provided you with enough information to answer the questions 
that you still have about coming back to school in September. We know that the next few months will be a 
continuous learning process for everyone as we try to navigate our way through these difficult times. Please 
understand that the St. Bonaventure staff have missed our students dearly, and we welcome the opportunity to 
have them back in school so we can walk with them together with Jesus Christ. It will be an opportunity for us to 
work through difficulties and teach skills of resiliency, charity, and faith. Please don’t hesitate to call the school if you 
have any further questions. 
 
Stephen Simmons 
Principal 
 
Sonia Mangieri 
Assistant Principal 
 

 


