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Assessment Policy 
 

Assessment Philosophy 

Assessment is a tool that guides instruction; it is integral to all teaching and learning. We 
recognize that teaching, learning, and assessment are interdependent, and are used as tools to 
drive individual inquiry, as well as group instruction. Assessment is used to support student 
learning, monitor student progress, and determine the effectiveness of best teaching practices. 
Teachers assess progress to provide authentic feedback on student learning and to encourage 
further development. We believe that assessment is an ongoing collaborative process among 
teachers, students, and parents – with a focus on demonstrations of knowledge and skills. 

 
Principles of Assessment 

Effective assessment is characterized by: 
 

● Balance among the PYP units of inquiry, stand-alone planners, and Alberta Education 
curriculum 

● Transparency/clarity in reporting to all stakeholders within the St. Boniface school 
community 

● Meaningful feedback that affirms achievement and outlines practical strategies for 
growth 

● Differentiation that is clearly identified and which addresses all students’ needs 
● Reporting that incorporates PYP elements 
● Opportunities for students to collaborate and demonstrate learner agency, based on 

defined criteria 

 
Types of Assessment 

 
All types of assessment are essential to inform/enhance student learning and teacher instruction. 
At St. Boniface, we recognize the importance of including the following types of assessments in 
our teaching of our school’s programme of inquiry and Alberta Education curriculum. 
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Pre-assessment 
 
This type of assessment is completed prior to, or at the beginning of, a unit. Teachers use a 
variety of formative assessment tools and strategies to determine the students’ understanding of 
an upcoming unit's concepts and related skills. The evidence from these assessments provides 
information that directs the teachers’ planning processes and drives classroom inquiry. 

Formative Assessment 
 
This is informal assessment that is ongoing throughout the learning process. It provides 
immediate and frequent feedback on the learning process. Teachers monitor, collect, and analyze 
information about student knowledge and achievement; this is used to guide further inquiry 
during whole-class instruction, work in small groups, and individualized learning engagements. 
Formative assessment gathers information about what the students know and can do. 

Summative Assessment 
 
This allows students to demonstrate what they have learned at the culmination of the 
teaching/learning process. It is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding of 
what has been taught – highlighting the knowledge and skills acquired throughout the units. 
Within a unit of inquiry, summative assessment tasks allow the teacher to measure the students’ 
understanding of the central idea, lines of inquiry, and action initiatives. 

Self-assessment and Reflection 
 
Opportunities for self-assessment and reflection are provided on a regular basis among all 
stakeholders; they are essential in the planning and documenting of the units of inquiry. 
Self-assessments and reflections are included in students’ portfolios, which are shared during 
student-parent-teacher conferences and student-led conferences. These types of assessments 
allow the entire learning community to evaluate their own progress and recognize areas of 
growth. 

 
Assessment Practices 

 
The following questions guide our practice. 
 

● What are the best ways for students to learn? 
● How will we know what students have learned? 
● How will we respond when students have not learned? 
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Assessment Strategies and Tools 
 

 
Reporting to Parents 

 
Reporting is a means of giving feedback based on assessment. It describes the progress of 
children’s learning, identifies areas of growth, and informs all stakeholders. The Edmonton 
Catholic School Division follows an on-going reporting system. At St. Boniface, we include 
elements of the PYP in our on-going reporting and in the twice-yearly progress reports available 
to parents through our Division’s PowerSchool program. 
 

 
Conferences 

The primary function of conferences is to establish, encourage, and maintain communication 
between home and school; children and parents; and the learner and teacher. Two rounds of 
conferences are scheduled every year; parents and students may request additional conferences, 
as needed. 

Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences (November) 
 
These provide opportunities for students, parents, and teachers to discuss the students’ learning 
and progress. Feedback from all participants is essential for differentiation, goal-setting, and 
individual growth. These conferences also allow teachers to gather background information; to 
answer questions from students and parents; address concerns; and define their role in the 
learning process. 

Student-led Conferences (March) 
 
These provide opportunities for students to share their learning experiences with their parents by 
presenting their portfolios or by demonstrating their learning in other formats of their own 
choosing. During student-led conferences, the children reflect on their progress and take 
ownership for their learning. With support from their parents, they set goals for future growth. 
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● Performance assessment tasks 
● Process-focused assessments 
● Selected responses 
● Open-ended tasks 
● Observations 
● Project-based learning 
● Rubrics 

● Exemplars 
● Checklists 
● Anecdotal records 
● Continuums 
● Self-assessment 
● Peer assessment 
● Reflection 



 
 

Exhibition 

During exhibition, through inquiry and student-initiated action, the Grade 6 students share with 
the community culminating demonstrations of their learning throughout the years they have 
spent in the PYP. 
 
Exhibition incorporates all elements of the PYP, including assessment: 

● Ongoing assessment of each student’s contribution to, and understanding of, the 
exhibition process 

● Summative assessment of each student’s exhibition inquiry, action initiative(s), and 
reflection process 

 
 

IB Learner Profile 

All members of the St. Boniface community are expected to model the attributes of the learner 
profile. Each unit of inquiry focuses on a minimum of three attributes, which are assessed 
informally and formally. 
 
Each month of the year is designated for a school-wide focus on one of the attributes. At the end 
of the month, the school community gathers for a student-led assembly during which the children 
share, in various formats, demonstrations of the selected attribute. 
 
Throughout the year, teachers and students are expected to self-assess, peer-assess, and set goals 
for how they are modelling the learner profile attributes. 
 

 
Portfolios 

Portfolios are used to guide student learning through the PYP, as well as show the development 
of the whole child across all disciplines. Curating a portfolio helps students reflect on their 
learning; demonstrate their progress within the programme of inquiry and across all subject 
areas; and recognize their growth over time. Portfolios are used by students to share their 
learning/progress with parents during conferences and with teachers/peers throughout the year. 
 
Portfolios are curated by the students, with varying levels of teacher support, depending on the 
age of the students. Portfolios are easily accessible; they are works-in-progress that students 
curate throughout the year. Portfolios may be digital and/or physical, depending on student and 
teacher preferences. Various media formats are included, to reflect different learning styles and 
experiences. 
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Portfolios contain evidence of learning, reflection, and progress. The contents of portfolios may 
include: 

● Tasks/reflections from units of inquiry 
● With reflections, samples of work in literacy, numeracy, fine arts, and French as a second 

language 
● Reflections on the key concepts, learner profile attributes, and approaches to learning 
● With reflections, examples of action initiatives and learner agency 

 
 

Alberta Education and Division Assessments 
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Assessments Grade (Months) 

Early Years Evaluation – Teacher Assessment 
(EYE-TA) 

Kindergarten (October, May) 

Criteria Cognitive Aptitude Test (CCAT) Grade 3 (March) 

ECSD English Language Arts Exam Grade 4 (January) 

Criteria Cognitive Aptitude Test (CCAT) Grade 6 (October) 

Canadian Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) Grade 6 (January) 

Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) Grade 6 (May, June) 


