
The term “jack-o'-lantern” comes from the Irish legend of Stingy Jack. 

The Devil, frustrated that a man named Jack had not paid for something 

he said he would pay for, sent Jack into the night with only a burning 

coal for light. Jack put the coal into a carved-out pumpkin and he’s been 

wandering around ever since. The Irish called this ghostly figure “Jack 

of the Lantern” – over time, this was shortened to “jack-o'-lantern”. 

Hi-larious and Weird! 
 

Kylie F., Hailey G., Gabby H. 

Why was the 

skeleton afraid of 

the storm? He didn’t 

have any guts!  †  

Why did the turkey 

cross the road? To 

prove he wasn’t 

chicken!  †  What 

sound does a 

turkey’s phone 

make? Wing wing! 
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Our Online Learners 
 

Kom M. 

 

On February 6th, the Jump Rope for Heart people 

came to our school to inform us about what causes 

strokes and what they can do to you – a stroke is a 

medical condition in which poor blood flow to the 

brain results in cell death. We learned that it’s good 

to be active for one or two hours a day, so you can 

be healthy and safe, and so you don't have worry 

about getting a stroke. 
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wn job as a baker and beat the bank 

(a job he never wanted anyway), he 

stumbles along some hurdles that 

cause him to take detours, including 

dressing up as a famous director. 

That hurdle was just too big because 

this cowgirl ends up falling in love 

with his costume instead of th 

 

God Calls My Name 
 

Brooke B.  
 

This performance of the musical “Crazy For 

You” at Victoria School of the Arts was, 

according to Hudson B., “… done with 

ease, as the actors took to expression.” The 

Grade 4-6 classes from St. Boniface 

experienced a musical about a handsome 

young man named Bobby who immediately 

falls in love with a cowgirl far out west who 

has the beautiful name of Polly. She has 

absolutely no feelings for Bobbous theatre 

from her and her childhood.  

 
 
 
 

  

Kate O. 

 

Mr. Hagel, our very own 

music teacher, has created a 

new song and is planning to 

publish it! “God Calls My 

Name” celebrates our ECSD 

theme for 2020-21, which is 

God calls us each by name. 

Here is an exclusive Q&A 

with our famous music 

teacher! 

 
 

 

What was your inspiration for 

“God Calls My Name”? My 

inspiration was from Easter, 

when Jesus rises from the 

dead and sees Mary on the 

road. He says, “Mary.”, 

nothing else – just Mary, 

period. That period was my 

inspiration. That’s where I got 

the idea to write the line, “I 

am enough.” – the three 

words followed by a period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†  Was your goal when you created 

“God Calls My Name” to have it 

published? No, my plan was to have 

the school sing it – I created the 

song for the school. It would be cool 

to have it published, though!  †  

When you created “God Calls My 

Name”, were you thinking of 

another song? No, the song is an 

original composition. I knew that I 

wanted it to be a call-to-action song. 

If it sounds like another song, then 

maybe I had the tune in my head and 

I think that’s a good thing! 

 

If you want to listen to this original 

song, it’s posted on our school’s 

YouTube channel. It will certainly 

blow your mind! 

 

Connections 
 

St. Boniface School Website 
 

St. Boniface School Calendar 

 
St. Thomas More Parish Website 

 

Chief Superintendent Message – November 2020 
 

Division Chaplain Reflection – November 2020 

 
We Care Challenge 2020 

 
Chief Superintendent Message – October 2020 

 

Edmonton Public Library Card Application 

Elizabeth A. 

 

I think most of us are all so happy to be back! But 

what about the online learners? Here is some 

information I got from different students I 

interviewed. What does your schedule look like? 

In the morning, we go on Microsoft Teams at 8:45 

AM. We get a break at 10:30 AM and another break 

at 12:30 PM for lunch. (Rowan, Grade 4)  †  I log in 

every morning at 8:45 AM on Teams, again after our 

recess at 10:40 AM, and then again after our lunch at 

12:00 PM. (Layla, Grade 6) 

At the other end are the students, like me, 

who decided to continue with online 

learning. I enjoy (and feel more 

comfortable with) virtual learning and my 

family thinks it is safer to stay at home for 

the rest of the calendar year. Our school is 

big and Bogotá (where we live) has the 

most cases of COVID-19 in Colombia – 

Bogotá has had 322,000 of Colombia’s 

1.07 million cases. 

 

The big question of online vs. onsite 

learning has no final answer yet because 

the world with this pandemic is constantly 

changing and all of us need to adapt 

ourselves to new scenarios! 

Online Vs. Onsite Learning in Colombia 
 

Mateo A. (Special International Correspondent) 

Do you do most work online or do you do lots on paper? 

Most of our work we do online but sometimes we write it out 

on paper. (Isabella, Grade 4)  †  We can use paper or we can 

write in a Google Doc. (Chloe, Grade 6)  †  Sometimes we 

send photos to Miss Repchuk but otherwise we do it on Google 

Slides or Google Docs for the most part. (Rowan, Grade 4) To 

our St. Boniface online learners – we miss you all! Stay safe! 

Picture Day at St. Boniface (and probably 

all around the world) was very different this 

year! A COVID twist had everybody 

focused on staying safe. Instead of taking 

pictures as a big group, we did our photos 

one-by-one. Even what we were wearing 

was different this year because masks were 

part of our outfits for some of the shots. 

Picture Day 
 

Laaibah K. 

We still had great clothes, nice shoes, 

beautiful hair, and big smiles under our 

masks! 

The Amazing Race 
 

Felicity P. 

In 5B, we are inquiring into the 

natural regions of Canada by 

doing The Amazing Race. 

There are activities for each 

region – making posters, 

newspapers, brochures, and 

answering questions about the 

region. 

There are prizes for first, 

second, and third place! 

Good luck Grade 5s! 

What are you learning about? 

Right now, I am learning about 

probability in Numeracy and, in 

Science, we are learning about 

electromagnetism. (Joshua, 

Grade 5)  †  We are writing 

journal entries in Literacy right 

now and, in Faith, we do lots of 

different things! (Kennedy, 

Grade 5)  †  Right now, we are 

learning about aerodynamics in 

Science and lots of types of 

stuff in Language Arts. (Chloe, 

Grade 6) 

The big question for me and other students (including my 

sister, Mariana) was whether to return to school or 

continue with online learning, now that the Colombian 

government is allowing kids to go back to school. My 

school opened its doors in October to welcome the 

students who decided to go back to classes. About 1500 

students (83%) were eager to return to the campus using 

the new hybrid model – a combination of onsite and online 

learning. Twice a week, students go to school. To reduce 

the risk of infection, each grade was divided into pods 

(smaller groups) to be in school at all times. For the other 

days, these students continue with online learning at home. 

https://www.facebook.com/196628075049/posts/10156932604490050?sfns=mo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCln4qHNjiET_BIjr5vEO2g
https://www.ecsd.net/8018
https://www.ecsd.net/8018/page/4838/calendar
https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Chief%20Superintendent%20Message%20%E2%80%93%20November%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Division%20Chaplain%20Reflection%20%E2%80%93%20November%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/We%20Care%20Challenge%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Chief%20Superintendent%20Message%20%E2%80%93%20October%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Edmonton%20Public%20Library%20Card%20Application.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stbonifaceECSD
https://www.instagram.com/ecsd_stboniface_ib
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCln4qHNjiET_BIjr5vEO2g
https://twitter.com/StBonifaceECSD


Yes, the celebration was different this year, but we can 

conclude that the 2020 Thanksgiving liturgy was a success! 

Stanley Cup Finals 
 

Ernesto B. 

International Sports 
 

Cormac P. 

 

B2 Who We Are 

 

C3 Our Catholic Identity 

Ms. Courtney (Special Guest Teacher) Mr. Komsthoeft (Student Teacher)  

 

Thanksgiving Liturgy With Father Glenn 
Mary D. & Sophia L. 
 

If you could have any snack 

at this moment what would it 

be? Any type of candy – I am 

obsessed with candy!  †  If 

you could be any animal 

what would you be? I’d be a 

tiger.  †  If you could choose 

any Disney character to be 

your best friend who would 

it be? Pua from “Moana”.  †  

What would your perfect 

Saturday be like? Sleeping 

in; coffee and a book in bed; 

walking in the woods with 

my girls; shopping; going to 

a bookstore; and supper at a 

nice restaurant.  †  If you 

could create any club at St. 

Boniface what would it be? 

A book club and an 

exercising club.  †  What is 

something that everyone 

else loves but you find weird? West Edmonton Mall, roller coasters, 

amusement parks in general, and monster trucks.  †  If you could ask 

Alexa any question what would it be? What is your favourite cat 

breed? Then, I would ask her to beatbox.  †  If you could have any 

baked goods delivered to your house what would it be? Croissants 

and anything from a French bakery.  †  What is your favourite 

holiday? Regatta Day in St. John’s, Newfoundland – on the first 

Wednesday of every August. 

 

Ms. McDowell (Student Teacher) 
 

Mary D. & Sophia L. 

 

If you could have any snack at this moment 

what would it be? Popcorn.  †  If you could 

be any animal what would you be? I would be 

a cheetah because they can run really fast.  †  

If you could choose any Disney character to 

be your best friend who would it be? Rafiki.  

†  What would your perfect Saturday be like? 

Getting to sleep in, going for a run, and 

hanging out with my family and friends.  †  If 

you could create any club at St. Boniface 

what would it be? A cooking club.  †  What is 

something that everyone else loves but you 

find weird? Pizza.  †  If you could ask Alexa 

any question what would it be? I would ask 

her to change her voice to my voice.  †  If 

you could have any baked goods delivered to your house what would 

it be? Donuts.  †  What is your favourite holiday? Christmas! 

Nahshon S. 
 

What inspired you to be a teacher? My 

dream job was to be a game developer. I 

got bored of that and decided to pursue 

my other dream job.  †  Were there any 

teachers who inspired you? In Grade 12, 

I had a teacher who taught calculus and 

philosophy – two subjects that you would 

not think to be connected. This teacher 

made an odd connection between math 

and philosophy, which inspired me to do 

the same thing with all the subjects I was 

taking. He really cared about his students 

and he actually cried when we left!   †  

What was it like making the decision to 

become a teacher? I knew it was a long 

time coming. My passion for video games 

was starting to burn out and I didn’t want to 

jump on another game to make. Since I loved 

volunteering and helping kids, I knew that the next decision was to become 

a teacher. With gaming, I'd been there, done that and I wanted a new 

experience, so I finished the game I was working on and quit my job to 

pursue my other passion. 

 

Mr. K. has been an amazing student teacher so far and I think that he really 

connects with students. I feel like he’s going to be a great teacher, doing all 

he can to help his students! If you want to check out some of the games he’s 

worked on, here they are: Mass Effect 2, Mass Effect 3, Dragon Age: 

Inquisition, and Anthem. 
 

Ms. Nordin (Student Teacher) 
 

Mary D. & Sophia L. 

 
If you could have any snack at this 

moment what would it be? The biggest 

size of popcorn from the movies!  †  If 

you could be any animal what would 

you be? I would be a giraffe because 

then I could see everything!  †  If you 

could choose any Disney character to 

be your best friend who would it be? 

The king in “Alice in Wonderland”.  †  

What would your perfect Saturday be 

like? In the mountains, hiking.  †  If 

you could create any club at St. 

Boniface what would it be? A bullet 

journal club!  †  What is something 

that everyone else loves but you find 

weird? I think ripe bananas are weird!  

†  If you could ask Alexa any question 

what would it be? I would ask her to sing “Ice Ice Baby”!  †  If you 

could have any baked goods delivered to your house what would it be? 

Chocolate zucchini loaf.  †  What is your favourite holiday? I love 

Christmas! 

 
 

Kate O. 

 

On October 9th, we celebrated our Thanksgiving 

liturgy. Due to COVID-19, instead of having a big 

celebration in the gym, Father Glenn McDonald 

(our ECSD Chaplain), presided at a virtual liturgy 

on ThunderVision, right after the morning 

broadcast, with all the classes following the 

celebration on their classroom SMART Boards. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Instead of having students do their parts 

of the celebration in person, the teachers 

had something different planned. Ms. 

Courtney filmed some of the 6B students 

beforehand and, when it was time for the 

students’ readings and prayers, Miss Sdao 

simply played the recordings. Father 

Glenn shared a wonderful homily that was 

all about asking and being given. 

All Hallows' Eve, All Saints' Day, and All Souls’ Day 
 

Annie C. 
The word Halloween is a shortened version of All 

Hallows’ Eve, the night before All Saints’ Day 

(November 1st). The Church traditionally holds a vigil on 

All Hallows' Eve when worshippers prepare themselves 

with prayers and fasting. All Saints’ Day celebrates the 

saints, known and unknown. All Souls’ Day, on 

November 2nd, is a feast to remember the souls of the 

departed – the faithful hold candles, pray, and put 

flowers on their family's graves. All Saints’ Day and All 

Souls’ Day celebrate the connection between those who 

are alive and those who have died, including the saints 

and our loved ones. In some countries (such as Belgium, 

France, Croatia, and Guatemala) All Saints’ Day is a 

national holiday. 

In Poland, All Saints’ Day is considered a solemn 

tradition where families gather together and honour 

the dead by leaving flowers and food at their graves.  

†  In Mexico, they celebrate the Day of the Dead on 

All Souls’ Day, when the souls of departed loved ones 

are believed to come back and reunite with their 

families The faithful decorate family graves with 

lanterns, photos, and sweetbreads.  †  In the 

Philippines, cemeteries are often packed on November 

2nd, with people putting flowers and food on the 

graves of their loved ones. 

 

Altogether, All Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Day, and 

All Souls’ Day are a very special trio of days! 

In game six of the Stanley Cup playoffs, 

the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the 

Dallas Stars 2-0 at Rogers Place. The 

Lightning won the series 4-2. Tampa 

posted 63 shots and Dallas posted 11 

shots. The Lightning had a flawless 

defence for most of the game, while 

Dallas struggled on defence. So, 16 

years after their last Stanley Cup win, 

the Lightning won their second Stanley 

Cup in franchise history! The MVP 

award (called the Conn Smythe Trophy) 

went to Lightning superstar Victor 

Headman for showing leadership. At 

the end of the game, the Tampa Bay 

goalie, Andrei Vasilevskiy, took off his 

helmet and kissed it as it was his first 

playoff shutout. That’s pretty special for 

Vasilevskiy because it was his first 

Stanley Cup win and a dream come 

true! 

The Stanley Cup playoffs were 

played in Edmonton because of 

the coronavirus. It was the first 

time that the Stanley Cup finals 

were held in an empty arena 

and in a city that was not the 

hometown of either 

participating team. There were 

fireworks at the arena as the 

winning team lifted the trophy. 

It was also the first time that 

the Stanley Cup has been won 

on Canadian soil since 1993! 

Wow – that's a really long 

time! Even though the Oilers 

didn't make it to the finals, I am 

happy that hockey is back! 
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D3 Sports 

Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal 

recently won the French Open and tied the 

record for most Grand Slam wins at 20. 

Speaking of Spain, Lionel Messi (some say 

the world's best soccer player) is staying 

with Barcelona, even though he may not 

like it. Luis Suárez (a very good soccer 

player) has left Barcelona and joined 

Atlético Madrid. On the topic of Madrid, 

that’s where Cristiano Ronaldo used to 

play – now he’s playing with the Juventus 

Football Club in Italy and has recently 

recovered from COVID-19. Another soccer 

player playing in Italy, Zlatan Ibrahimović, 

has also recovered from COVID-19. When 

he tested positive for the coronavirus, 

Ibrahimović said, “COVID had the courage 

to challenge me – big mistake!” I hope that 

Connor McDavid’s recovery from the 

coronavirus turns out to be as strong as 

Ibrahimović’s! 

One league that avoided 

COVID-19 outbreaks was 

the National Basketball 

Association, which just 

wrapped up their season. 

The Los Angeles Lakers 

won the NBA championship 

and LeBron James was 

named MVP. If you know 

me, you know I’m a big 

Kansas City Chiefs fan, so I 

have to include a quick 

update about the Chiefs. As 

the most recent Super Bowl 

champions, they look pretty 

good this year, but not great. 

They have recently signed 

Le'Veon Bell. Go, KC! 


