
Fun Facts! 

Thunder Records 

Ancelin A. 

 

What school are you at now? Bishop 

Greschuk. ♰ What grade are you 

teaching? I am teaching Grade 4. ♰ What 

do you like the most about your new 

school? The school is very bright and 

airy, with lots of windows. ♰ What do you 

miss the most about St. Boniface? The 

people – we built a really strong bond as 

a staff. Obviously, I miss the students, as 

well. It was a privilege to see them all 

grow and develop in their own ways over 

the four years I was there. ♰ Does your 

new school have a student newspaper? If 

so, what is it called? How does it 

compare to the Thunderbolt? We do have 

a newspaper! It is brand new this year 

and is called The Greschuk Growler. 

However, nothing will compare to the 

Thunderbolt! 

Second on the list is 

the tallest student in 

the school – Atem 

from 6A! I don’t really 

have to talk a lot about 

this one because 

there’s no back story 

here – he’s just tall. 

When it comes to 

teachers, the tallest is 

Mr. Hagel, with Mr. 

Edwards as the runner-

up for that. Now, the 

moment you have all 

been waiting for – the 

school’s biggest 

animal nerd/enthusiast 

(whatever you wanna 

to call it) – it is me! 

This maybe makes me 

look like a bragger but 

anyone who knows me 

a bit will easily tell 

that is my personality 

– it’s what I am 

passionate about. 

Study Tips 

Sophia L. 

(Alumna 

Contributor) 

 

As you get into 

older grades, 

studying is 

something you have 

to do more and 

more. When you 

have a test or quiz 

coming up, you 

study. It’s just 

something that you 

are going to get 

used to. In junior 

high, you get 

around five to six 

tests every month. It 

can be stressful but 

these tips could 

really help you if 

you are struggling 

with studying. 

If you were going on vacation and you were 

only able to pack two things, what would they 

be? This is a tough one – my Kindle and a 

soccer ball. ♰ If you were able to have a 

superpower, what would it be? The ability to 

teleport. It would make returning to England on 

my holidays much easier. Would I still need to 

quarantine, I wonder? ♰ If you could pick 

another name for yourself, what would it be? I 

really like the name Thomas, so I will stick with 

that, I think. Max Powers has a certain ring to 

it, however. 
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Two Years of Dealing With COVID 
 

    

Erika M. 

 
The coronavirus was first 

identified more than two years 

ago and we’re still feeling its 

effects everywhere, especially at 

school. Even though we’re still 

learning everything and having 

fun at school, our Christmas 

break was extended for a week, 

we do everything in classroom 

cohorts, most of our school clubs 

are still on hold, switching to 

online learning is always a 

possibility, and we’re still 

wearing masks! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The good news is that kids who are 

5-12 years old can now get 

vaccinated. Children in Alberta were 

able to start getting shots at the end 

of November. I’ve had my first shot 

and I can tell you exactly how much 

it hurt. It felt like a pinch, then it was 

sore for a bit, and that was it! Maybe 

you don’t want to get vaccinated 

because you’ve heard that COVID 

doesn’t really affect children. It’s 

true that most kids don’t get very 

sick but that doesn’t mean you 

shouldn’t get vaccinated. What if 

you went to see your grandparents 

and you had COVID? You could get 

them sick and you don’t want that! 

 

It’s your choice and your 

parents’ choice to get the 

shot. These vaccinations 

are very important for 

getting back to living a 

normal life. Just take the 

shot and you won’t be 

sorry. It may hurt a bit but 

you’ll be making a big 

difference for yourself 

and others if you just get 

it! 

 
 

 

Gabriel F. F. 

 
At St. Boniface, many 

people hold some 

interesting records, so I 

decided to take a deep 

dive and share with 

you a few examples. 

First on the list is 

Aliyah from 5A. She 

holds the record for the 

fastest turns on the 

spinny thingy in the 

playground. Aliyah 

started her spinning 

journey in Grade 2. 

She kept practising 

until she became the 

fastest spinner at 

school. This year, 

while I was playing tag 

on the big structure, I 

discovered her hidden 

talent. 

Connections 
 

St. Boniface School Website 

 

St. Boniface School Calendar 

 

St. Thomas More Parish Website 

 

ECSD Chief Superintendent’s Message – January 2022 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Sophie H. 

 

Did you know that 

McDonald’s drive-thrus 

were invented so that 

military personnel could 

stay in their vehicles while 

they got food and drinks, 

since they weren’t allowed 

to get out of their cars off-

post while wearing 

fatigues? 

Thought Showers 

It’s going to take 

time to study, so 

it’s best if you 

ask your teacher 

when your tests 

are going to 

occur so you can 

be prepared. It’s 

best not to cram 

all of your 

studying the 

night before. I’m 

not going to lie – 

I do it quite 

often but it’s 

way more 

stressful that 

way. I 

recommend 

doing a little bit 

of studying each 

day the week 

before. 

Bring home your notes, colour-code 

them, rewrite them, and review 

them. I prefer to do my notes on 

paper because writing them helps me 

remember stuff better. You could 

read your notes before bed and again 

when you wake up, just to refresh 

your memory. Lastly, quiz yourself! 

Get a family member or a friend to 

ask you some questions based on 

your notes. That way, you know 

what you still have to work on and 

then you can be more prepared for 

when it actually comes to your test. 

 

I hope these tips help! Studying can 

be way easier if you just relax and 

you are in a quiet space. Don’t put 

too much pressure on yourself! As 

long as you know your stuff, I am 

sure you will do great! 

Whatever Happened to Mr. Pinder? 

Cormac P. 

 
I am back with another episode of 

thought showers and there’s one 

thing I want to say – the world is 

weird! We take for granted how 

smooth the inside of our eyelids 

are – imagine if they were like 

sandpaper! You know the 

asteroid that killed 99.9% of life 

on earth? That was the most 

extreme example of killing 

multiple birds with one stone. In 

dollars, the net worth of Jeff 

Bezos is more than double the 

number of brain cells he has. Our 

brains are weird, too. When we 

dream, it is just a free preview of 

an alternate life but, if the 

multiverse is real, then dreams 

are just clips of another reality. 

When you were little, what 

was your dream job? I have 

always loved history, so I 

wanted to be an 

archaeologist. However, 

when I was really little, I 

would get the word mixed 

up and tell people I wanted 

to be an architect! ♰ 

When you’re writing 

on paper using a 

pencil on a desk, you 

are using a tree to 

write on a tree, on a 

tree. You’ve never 

truly seen your face 

and you never will. 

There is no reason 

for the alphabet to be 

in order. Why are 

deliveries in a car 

called shipments but 

deliveries on ships 

are called cargos? 

In the German 

town of 

Wuppertal, there 

is a bridge that 

looks like it is 

made of Lego. 

This bridge is 

for biking and 

walking; it is 

made of painted 

concrete blocks 

that look like 

Lego pieces! 

In an Alaskan town called 

Talkeetna, a cat served as 

mayor for 20 years! This 

orange feline was named 

Stubbs and was elected as 

honorary mayor in 1997. 

The town only had about 

800 people, so it did not take 

many votes for Mayor 

Stubbs to win! 

https://www.facebook.com/stbonifaceECSD
https://www.instagram.com/ecsd_stboniface_ib
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCln4qHNjiET_BIjr5vEO2g
https://www.ecsd.net/8018
https://www.ecsd.net/8018/page/4838/calendar
https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/ECSD%20Chief%20Superintendent%E2%80%99s%20Message%20%E2%80%93%20January%202022.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/The%20Epiphany%20of%20the%20Lord.pdf
https://twitter.com/StBonifaceECSD


The Craziness in the NFL 

 

Numero Club 

Portfolios 

For one of the last songs, each class sang The Prayer of 

St. Boniface. Mr. Hagel wrote that song four years ago 

and he always wanted to have the whole school singing 

it together. So, each class sang it separately and all of 

our performances were mixed together. 

On the Wednesday before 

Christmas break, staying in our 

classroom cohorts, we all went 

into the hallways and the IB 

Learning Commons to sing a very 

loud version of Joy to the World. 

 

We’re so proud of everyone for 

their wonderful performances and 

we thank Mr. Hagel for doing 

such an amazing job directing St. 

Boniface: Christmas Spectacular 

Spectacular! 

 
https://youtu.be/jsZfYzbC53s 

Erika M. 

 

Starting on December 

1st, we began 

celebrating Christmas 

with a different theme 

each day! Here are a 

few highlights. We 

kicked things off with 

Santa Claus Is Comin’ 

to Town by wearing 

the colour red or Santa 

hats to represent jolly 

old St. Nick. Next, it 

was time to cozy up 

with a good book for 

Christmas Story Day. 

Guest teachers read us 

their favourite 

Christmas stories, like 

“The Crippled Lamb” 

and “The Night Before 

Christmas”. 

Hour of Code 

 
 

B2 Community 
 

C3 Film 

 

The Great Cereal Challenge           4A Class Feature  

 

St. Boniface: Christmas Spectacular Spectacular! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ernesto B. 

 

I went to the Grade 4 class and 

interviewed some of the people 

there. Here are the answers to the 

questions I asked them. What are 

you most excited to teach? Literacy! 

(Ms. Courtney) ♰ What is your 

favourite subject? Gym! (Christian) 

♰ What is your favourite thing about 

Grade 4? Ms. Courtney – she’s 

really nice! (Nico) ♰ What are you 

looking forward to the most in 

Grade 4? New units in any subject! 

(Juliana) 

The Grade 4 class was very quiet and 

kind. I had lots of fun interviewing 

them! 

Julianna L. 

 

For The Great Cereal 

Challenge, we brought in 

healthy choices of cereal for 

St. Francis of Assisi and St. 

Leo. We challenged St. 

Stanislaus and Louis St. 

Laurent to bring in more 

cereal than St. Boniface. 

Before we packed up the 

boxes (over 500!) for delivery, 

we set them up in the halls of 

the school as a super-long 

domino chain and knocked 

them all over! 

D3 Sports 

To help us out, Matt and Ashley’s 

No Frills donated 116 boxes of 

cereal and a bunch of gingerbread 

house kits that we used for one of 

our 12 Days of Christmas. Thanks 

so much, Matt and Ashley! 

 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXdz4YrjLBU 

In other sports news, the 

Atlanta Braves won the 

World Series for the first 

time since 1995! Yeah, um, 

that’s really all for 

baseball. Meanwhile, in the 

NBA, the Golden State 

Warriors have gone from 

worst to first. Last year, 

they were really bad but 

now they are first in the 

league. A few teams aren’t 

far behind, including some 

of the best teams from last 

year and a few that came 

out of the blue, like the 

Warriors. On December 

12th, The Winnipeg Blue 

Bombers defeated the 

Hamilton Tiger-Cats 33-25 

in overtime to win their 

second straight Grey Cup, 

making them the first team 

in 11 years to do that. Over 

to curling now, Team 

Gushue from 

Newfoundland will 

represent Canada on the 

men’s side in the Winter 

Olympics in Beijing in 

February. Team Jones from 

Manitoba will represent the 

women for Canada in the 

Olympics. 
 

That’s all for now. Stay 

tuned, next time, for more 

sports! 

Julianna L. 
 

These days, we have to stay in 

classroom cohorts because of 

COVID, so it’s hard to do all of the 

awesome clubs that we used to do at 

St. Boniface. One club that we 

started doing again this year is 

Numero Club! During lunch recess 

on Mondays, 4A kids can do 

Numero Club in the IB Learning 

Commons, while 5A and 6A 

students can do Numero Club in 

their own classrooms. During lunch 

recess on Friday, the 3A kids do 

Numero Club in their classroom. 

Numero is a great card 

game that gives you a 

chance to practice your 

numeracy skills, like 8 ÷ 2. 

It has helped me develop 

strength for math and it is 

very fun to play! 

Julianna L. 

 

All the kids at St. 

Boniface have 

portfolios. They’re 

collections of our 

work that we choose 

ourselves to show 

what we’re learning. 

Portfolios can be 

folders that have 

things like 

reflections, projects, 

and artworks. They 

can also be digital 

portfolios, like the 

ones we have in 

Grade 5. We do 

Google Slides about 

concepts we’re 

exploring or 

anything else about 

school. 

For example, my portfolio is mostly 

about the IB learner profile attributes. 

I’ve been reflecting on how I’ve been a 

risk-taker throughout the years, like when 

I got three teeth pulled. I got so nervous 

but then my mom said I could have ice 

cream, so I felt a little better after! 

Cormac P. 

 

I’m back to talk about more sports. 

Since last time, a lot has happened, so 

there will be a lot to talk about. For 

starters, the NFL is currently crazy. The 

NFL MVP race is so weird because 

everyone is all so good that you really 

can’t tell who will win it. Will it be the 

incredible quarterback, Josh Allen? 

Will it be the legendary Tom Brady? 

Will it be superstar running back 

Jonathan Taylor? There are many more 

possible candidates and it will be so 

tight. 

 

The race for the playoffs is way crazier, 

especially in the AFC. Right now, the 

Patriots have the bye. The Chiefs, 

Titans, and Ravens look set to win their 

division – with the Chargers, Bills, and 

Bengals having the wild card spots. No 

teams have been eliminated in the AFC 

except for the Texans. The NFC has the 

Cardinals with the bye. The Packers, 

Buccaneers, and Cowboys look set to 

win their division. The Rams, 49ers, 

and Washington Football Team have 

the wild card spots. Everything I have 

said so far has yet to happen. This 

year’s NFL playoffs are sure to be 

good. 

The World of Hockey and Soccer 

Ernesto B. 

 

On October 12th, the NHL 

season started and the divisions 

are back to normal, where 

every team plays 82 games. 

The Edmonton Oilers and 

Calgary Flames are starting this 

season strong. Currently, the 

Flames are the leaders in the 

Pacific Division and the Oilers 

are in second place. It’s very 

close – both teams are racing 

for the top spot. Edmonton 

Oilers player Leon Draisaitl 

started the season with 43 

points (points are goals and 

assists combined), leading in 

the NHL. Calgary Flames 

player Matthew Tkachuk 

started this season with 21 

points. The New York 

Islanders team and staff got 

COVID, so they did not play 

for two games but, luckily, 

everyone is okay. Buffalo 

Sabres superstar Jack Eichel 

was traded to the Vegas Golden 

Knights and, in exchange, the 

Sabres got Alex Tuch, Peyton 

Krebs, and a future first round 

draft pick. Last year’s Stanley 

Cup finalists, the Montreal 

Canadiens, have started off the 

season poorly as they are in last 

place in the Atlantic Division. 

With the injury of goalie Carey 

Price, who knows if Montreal 

can make it to finals this year? 

This soccer season started with big 

player transfers, like Jack 

Grealish’s move to Manchester 

City for $167 million and Jadon 

Sancho’s move to Manchester 

United, also for $167 million. This 

year, Lionel Messi was awarded 

the Ballon d’Or (player of the 

year), the Copa América for 

Argentina (his home country), and 

the Copa del Rey for Barcelona. 

Chelsea are the defending UEFA 

champions and are competing for a 

second straight title. The Europa 

League champions are Villarreal, 

so they moved up to the 

Champions League without getting 

top four in their league. The UEFA 

Conference League was founded 

last May as the third tier of the 

Champions League. 

Ancelin A. 

 

We all know that St. Boniface has awesome 

Christmas concerts. This year, because of COVID, 

instead of doing a live concert, we made a movie 

called St. Boniface: Christmas Spectacular 

Spectacular! 

 

Each class performed their own song and the 

performances were all connected by telling the story 

of how St. Boniface invented the Christmas tree. The 

4A students created great illustrations for the story 

and Cormac (6A) did an excellent job as narrator. 

The 12 Days of Christmas 

Following that was 

Grinch Day – we could 

be Whos from Whoville 

or grumpy old Grinches 

wearing green, and we 

all enjoyed watching 

“How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas” at lunchtime. 

For Christmas Carolling 

Day, each class chose a 

Christmas carol and 

visited other classes, 

singing for them at their 

door. 

For Christmas Around the 

World, we inquired into 

holiday traditions from 

various places. In 5A, we 

learned about ugly Christmas 

sweaters! For Happy Early 

Birthday, Jesus!, we watched 

a movie about the nativity 

story and got special treats – 

little cupcakes! For 

Gingerbread House 

Decorating Day, each class 

built and decorated yummy 

gingerbread houses! 

Ali A. 
 

Hour of Code happens all 

over the world in early 

December every year. It’s 

a chance to learn more 

about computer science 

and it shows people, 

especially kids, that 

anybody can learn how to 

code. Most of the classes 

at St. Boniface do Hour 

of Code each year and the 

official website has lots 

of beginner coding 

activities for all grades. 

So, once you have learned the basics, you 

can move on to professional coding – like 

JScript, Python, HTML, Lua, and Microsoft 

VBA. Learning how to code helps you with 

your thinking skills and may be important 

for your future when you have a job. 

https://youtu.be/jsZfYzbC53s
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXdz4YrjLBU

