
What do you 

get when you 

cross a 

Christmas tree 

with an iPad? 

A pine-Apple. 

† How does a 

snowman lose 

weight? He 

waits until the 

weather gets 

warmer. 

Did you know that the song “Jingle Bells” was originally written for 

Thanksgiving and not Christmas? † Did you know that our school’s 

namesake, St. Boniface, created the concept of the Christmas tree? 

What did the 

snowman say to 

the other 

snowman?  

I smell carrots. † 

What kind of 

photos do elves 

take? Elfies! 
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Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences: Different Perspectives 
 

Kom M. 

 

On February 6th, the Jump Rope for Heart people 

came to our school to inform us about what causes 

strokes and what they can do to you – a stroke is a 

medical condition in which poor blood flow to the 

brain results in cell death. We learned thait’s good 

to be active for one or two hours a day, so you can 

be healthy and safe, and so you don't have worry 

about getting a stroke. 
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wn job as a baker and beat the bank 

(a job he never wanted anyway), he 

stumbles along some hurdles that 

cause him to take detours, including 

dressing up as a famous director. 

That hurdle was just too big because 

this cowgirl ends up falling in love 

with his costume instead of th 

 

The Beat on St. Boniface Street 
 

 

Brooke B.  
 

This performance of the musical “Crazy For 

You” at Victoria School of the Arts was, 

according to Hudson B., “… done with 

ease, as the actors took to expression.” The 

Grade 4-6 classes from St. Boniface 

experienced a musical about a handsome 

young man named Bobby who immediately 

falls in love with a cowgirl far out west who 

has the beautiful name of Polly. She has 

absolutely no feelings for Bobbous theatre 

from her and her childhood.  

 
 
 
 

  

Naomi S. 

 

How did we handle our first case of 

COVID here at St. Boniface? Well, it was 

an interesting experience for lots of 

people! 

 

Mrs. Perri is very responsible when it 

comes to the coronavirus. As soon as she 

found out about our first case (on Sunday, 

November 22nd), she sent out a letter to all 

St. Boniface families letting us know that 

our school had its first COVID case and to 

make sure that the people who needed to 

isolate would do that for the right amount 

of time. It meant that four teachers, one 

educational assistant, two student 

teachers, and our assistant principal had to 

stay home for 14 days! 

 

When I came to school on Monday, 

November 23rd, I realized that things were 

kind of different in Grade 6. Mr. Pinder’s 

class was learning online – suddenly, an 

entire class was gone! The 6A students 

were at school but our teachers (Mrs. 

Winter and Mr. K., our student teacher) 

were teaching us from home. It was like 

the weirdest thing that has ever happened 

in school! 

 

Here are some different 

perspectives on how this affected 

us. What was it like to do online 

learning? It was different – we 

got to be at home all day but we 

did not get to see our friends and 

teachers in person. (Natalia T.) 

How did this experience impact 

you? I missed being in the 

classroom for real with my 6A 

team but it confirmed how 

resilient my students are. They 

rocked it and I am so proud to call 

them mine! (Mrs. Winter) What 

do you think was the worst part 

of how this changed things? I 

could not go to school with all my 

friends. (Gavin C.) 

 

What did you learn from this? 

The Grade 6 students are 

wonderful! They worked hard and 

tried their best all the time. I was so 

impressed by their maturity! (Mr. 

Pinder) 

 

Going through this experience 

brought us some feelings of 

loneliness and disconnection. There 

was a desire to have everyone back 

at school and together again. At the 

same time, we were able to adapt to 

the situation and learned some 

important things about ourselves 

and our school. We all need to look 

on the bright side and know that we 

are all stronger together! 

 

Connections 
 

St. Boniface School Website 

 

St. Boniface School Calendar 

 

St. Thomas More Parish Website 

 

Archbishop Smith Message – December 2020 

 

Chief Superintendent Message – December 2020 

 

We Care Challenge 2020 

Jokes & Fun Facts! 
 

Kylie F. 

Trae B. 

 

This year, we did our student-parent-

teacher conferences online. Here are some 

different perspectives on the experience. 

 

What were the benefits of doing student-

parent-teacher conferences online? 

Students, parents, and teachers could 

schedule the conferences whenever it was 

convenient for them, instead of all of them 

having to be at the school at a certain time 

on a certain day. (Teacher)  †  It was better 

because it lowered our chance of getting 

COVID because we didn’t all have to go 

into the school. (Student)  †  This way was 

more individual with the teacher's time. 

Usually, there’s more noise and it’s more 

hectic, with not enough time. (Parent) 

What were the challenges with doing student-

parent-teacher conferences online? We didn't 

have any serious challenges with our 

conferences except for the usual weird lagging 

stuff with video. (Teacher)  †  There were times 

when our words cut out, so we had to repeat 

them. (Student)  †  I didn’t really find that there 

were any problems, except some mic delays, so 

you sometimes ended up talking over another 

person. (Parent) Do you prefer in person 

conferences or online conferences, and why? I 

love the flexibility of doing them virtually. At 

the same time, I love to meet face-to-face with 

parents. (Teacher)  †  I prefer doing them in 

person because it’s better for showing our work 

and how well we're doing as students at an IB 

school. (Student)  †  I’m kind of old school – I 

like to shake hands and see people face-to-face. 

It's also great to see the school. (Parent) 

What did you learn from the conferences? Some kids 

don’t share a lot in class because they feel shy, so we 

challenged each of those kids to be more of a risk-taker and 

to contribute more. (Teacher)  †  I think that my parents 

learned more about me and got a pretty good idea of what 

we're doing in class. (Student)  †  I learned that my child 

knows that his teacher and parents are there to support him. 

(Parent) 

Thunder Buddies 
 

Elizabeth A. & Mary D. 

The Grade 6 students have 

created a new student 

leadership team called 

Thunder Buddies! We have 

six different groups – Special 

Agents of Christ, Thunder 

Media, Mental Health 

Buddies, Thunder Safety, 

Mappers, and Thunder 

Events. We surveyed students 

about their favourite things in 

connection to the Thunder 

Buddies. The majority said 

they really enjoy Thunder 

Buddies and wouldn’t change 

anything about it. The most 

popular response we got was 

that everybody is involved 

and can participate. 

Everybody liked Thunder Events because they 

really like to do fun stuff around our school! 

Everybody liked the Mental Health Buddies 

because they help kids manage stress and 

anxiety. Lots of people loved the Mappers 

because of the challenging questions. The 

students like the Thunder Media group because 

they like showcasing the amazing things that 

are happening at our school! Everybody likes 

Thunder Safety because that group educates us 

all about how to keep safe, no matter what the 

situation is. The Special Agents of Christ 

group is important because it gives us 

opportunities to celebrate our Catholic faith! 

COVID Positives 
 

Hailey G. 

Living with COVID has been tough for 

everyone. At the same time, there are some 

positive things that have come with the 

changes we’ve had to make. Here are what 

some kids at St. Boniface are happy about. 

 

I don’t have to touch anyone. (Chimdiuto, 

1A) † We don’t have to drive to 

McDonald’s – now we can just order in. 

(Zara, 2A) † I don’t have to do karate a lot. 

(Christian, 3A) † We still have Mr. 

Charrois as our teacher. (Mikayla, 4A) † 

Even though we’re doing physical 

distancing, it brings people closer because it 

shows us how much we should appreciate 

things. (Reese, 5A) † You don’t have to 

worry about school that much. (Tenley, 6A) 

† I got a lot closer to my brother and the 

people I love. (Kiara, 6B) 

From my point of 

view, COVID has 

brought rough times 

but I’ve enjoyed 

spending more time 

with my family, 

especially when we 

were together in 

Waterton. 

https://youtu.be/AncZuw19UOc
https://youtu.be/AncZuw19UOc
https://www.facebook.com/196628075049/posts/10156932604490050?sfns=mo
https://www.ecsd.net/8018
https://www.ecsd.net/8018/page/4838/calendar
https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Archbishop%20Smith%20Message%20%E2%80%93%20December%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/Chief%20Superintendent%20Message%20%E2%80%93%20December%202020.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/334/We%20Care%20Challenge%202020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stbonifaceECSD
https://www.instagram.com/ecsd_stboniface_ib
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCln4qHNjiET_BIjr5vEO2g
https://twitter.com/StBonifaceECSD
https://youtu.be/NwDJasB5AeA
https://youtu.be/AncZuw19UOc


This Month in Sports History 
 

Ernesto B. 

Every year, the Grade 4 students have a special celebration. 

They are given a Bible that has been blessed by a priest. This 

year, they had our ECSD Chaplain, Father Glenn McDonald, 

come to bless their Bibles. 

 

After the liturgy, we interviewed some of the students. How 

did you feel when getting your Bible? I was really happy 

when I got my Bible and I promise to take good care of it. 

(Penny) † What was it like watching your friends get their 

Bibles? I was so happy for them! (Lacey) † Did you expect 

to get a Bible in Grade 4? I knew I was going to get one 

because, last year, I was in the 3/4 combined class. (Antoni) 

Year-end Recap 
 

Cormac P. 

Meanwhile, in other exciting news to 

do with sports, Alphonso Davies (an 

amazing young soccer star from 

Edmonton) and Laurent Duvernay-

Tardif (a Canadian medical doctor and 

NFL player for the Kansas City 

Chiefs, who opted out of playing to 

help fight COVID) were co-winners 

of the Lou Marsh Trophy, as Canada’s 

athlete of the year! In other sports, 

American Dustin Johnson won the 

Masters; the Los Angeles Dodgers 

won the World Series; the NHL is 

talking about a start date in mid-

January; the Major League Soccer 

Cup Playoffs concluded on December 

12th; the World Junior Ice Hockey 

Championships are being hosted here 

in Edmonton at Christmastime; the 

College Football Playoffs are coming 

up; Tottenham and Liverpool are 

leading the English Premier League; 

and my Chiefs are still rolling – led by 

the best player in the NFL and MVP 

front-runner, Patrick Mahomes! 

On December 2nd, 

1958, Pete Dawkins 

won the Heisman 

Trophy as the top 

player in college 

football. He got 12 

touchdowns – six of 

them were for passing 

and the other six were 

for rushing. His team 

(the Army Black 

Knights) had eight 

wins, no losses, and 

one tie – the team was 

third in all of the USA! 

When Dawkins won 

the award, it was the 

Army Black Knights' 

third Heisman trophy 

and the team was 

undefeated that year. 

Dawkins was born 

on March 8th, 

1938 in Michigan. 

At age 11, he got 

treated for polio 

and fully 

recovered – wow, 

he could have 

died! He was an 

American soldier 

in the Vietnam 

war and earned 

two Bronze Stars. 

He became a 

member of the 

College Football 

Hall of Fame in 

1975. In 1988, 

Dawkins was a 

New Jersey 

candidate for the 

United States 

Senate. 

Pete Dawkins was a 

football player, a soldier, 

and a politician – overall, 

a great guy! 

 

B2 Who We Are 

 

C3 Our Catholic Identity 
 

Student Teacher Features – Ms. Haq & Caspian 
 

Sophia L. 

 

 

Grade 4 Bible Blessing Liturgy With Father Glenn 

 

Ms. Haq 
 

If you could eat one cereal 

for the rest of your life, what 

would it be? Cinnamon 

Toast Crunch. No, wait – 

Cap’n Crunch! † If you 

could change your name to 

anything, what would it be? 

Hmm … I would change my 

name to Layla because, in 

Arabic, that name means 

“princess of the night”. † If 

you could have one wish granted, what would it be? To be a part 

of any Marvel movie. † If everything you wrote was in one 

colour, what colour would you choose? I would choose 

turquoise. † What kid-friendly movie could you watch forever? 

Monsters, Inc. † If you could have one job other than being a 

teacher, what would it be? Maybe a baker or a hockey player. † 

If you could live anywhere, where would you live? Okay, let’s be 

real, probably Hawaii – somewhere tropical and hot. † What is 

the first thing on your Christmas list? A tradition in my family is 

to not give each other gifts but to give to other people instead. If 

I were to have a Christmas list, I would ask for a better world. † 

If you had to perform in a talent show, what would you do? I 

would probably do weightlifting. You might be shocked to learn 

that I can bench press 100 lbs.! † If you could be in one movie, 

what would it be? Captain America! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caspian 
 

If you could eat one cereal for the rest of 

your life, what would it be? Probably 

Harvest Crunch. Granola cereal is one of my 

favourite snacks already, so eating only that 

as a cereal would be great! † If you could 

change your name to anything, what would it 

be? I actually already did! I was born 

Cassandra but I changed my name to 

Caspian. † If you could have one wish 

granted, what would it be? I would wish for 

everyone to have what they need in the world 

to survive. I don't like that some people are 

unable to access necessary resources and I 

wish that would change. † If everything you wrote was in one colour, what colour 

would you choose? Probably burgundy – I feel that's the colour that is most me. † 

What kid-friendly movie could you watch forever? I love animated films, so I would 

have to say "My Life as a Zucchini" – a wonderful movie made in France. † If you 

could have one job other than being a teacher, what would it be? I really want to be 

a musician. I am in a band trying to get famous. I guess you could say that teaching 

is the job I would have if I couldn’t be a rock star. † If you could live anywhere, 

where would you live? I would love to live in Australia or Japan. † What is the first 

thing on your Christmas list? One thing I want to get is a plane ticket to see both of 

my grandmas in British Columbia. † If you had to perform in a talent show, what 

would you do? Singing. † If you could be in one movie, what would it be? I really 

want to be in a Disney movie! Like a princess movie where I can sing. I would love 

to be Rapunzel! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Felicity P. & Laaibah K. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas – Nativity of the Lord 
 

Annie C. 

D3 Sports 
IB Self-study & Evaluation 
 

Mary D. 

Every five years, International Baccalaureate (IB) schools go 

through something called self-study and evaluation. St. Boniface 

is going through this process right now. For our self-study, Miss 

Repchuk (our IB Primary Years Programme coordinator) 

worked with staff members, students, and parents to reflect on 

how we’re doing as an IB school. In early December, Miss 

Repchuk submitted to the International Baccalaureate 

Organization hundreds of pages of documents, samples of 

student portfolios, and lots of photos/videos. After the self-study 

process is completed, IB evaluators from around the world 

usually visit schools in person for a couple of days. This year, 

because of COVID, our evaluators will be joining us virtually 

for three days – January 20th through January 22nd. We’re very 

excited about sharing all of the amazing things we’re doing as an 

IB school! 
For example, the seating arrangements for some classes may have changed; 

attendance lists were different; and the kids who returned had to adjust from 

online learning to being back in a classroom. Another difference for some kids 

coming from online learning was their sleeping schedule. When they were 

doing their learning online, they might have been sleeping in later. When my 

own class was isolating, I experienced what online learning is like! I got to 

wake up about 45 minutes later than usual and I did classes from my desk at 

home. Online learning is definitely different from doing school in person, 

mostly because of the learning environment and schedule. In my opinion, it’s 

easier to focus during at-school learning because there aren’t as many 

distractions and you’re sitting up straight in your desk, ready to pay attention! 

Online Learners Return to School 
 

Gabby H. 

In early 

November, St. 

Boniface had 

quite a few 

students 

returning to 

school after 10 

weeks of online 

learning! This 

made quite a 

difference for the 

people who 

came back and 

for their classes. 

We also asked Father Glenn 

some questions. How many 

Bible blessings have you 

done? I’ve done at least 30 

and I will probably do way 

more. This year, I have been 

doing done more remotely, so I 

sometimes do a video message 

that the kids watch. † What is 

your favourite part of the 

ceremony? My favourite part 

is when the students get called 

up to receive their Bibles. 

Congratulations to the Grade 4 class and thank you, 

Father Glenn, for making this such a joyful celebration! 

We celebrate Christmas because that is when Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, took on the fullness of our 

humanity because he loved us so much. Another 

reason why we celebrate Christmas is because, 

through this event, the stories of the prophets came 

true. The celebration of Christmas started when the 

disciples were travelling to places telling people 

about Jesus, including the story of his birth. Even 

though people did not know the exact day that 

Jesus was born, in the fourth century AD, Church 

leaders set the date as December 25th. 

Ukraine follows the Gregorian calendar, so Ukrainians 

celebrate Christmas on January 7th. On Christmas Eve 

(Sviatyi Vechir, which means Holy Evening), Ukrainians 

eat a twelve-dish meatless supper (in honour of the 12 

apostles) and then go to church for a service that usually 

ends at two o’clock in the morning. In Romania, they 

celebrate Sfantul Nicolae's Day (St. Nicholas Day). On the 

night of December 5th, children clean their shoes so that 

Sfantul Nicolae will come and bring them some small 

presents. In Ireland, there is an old tradition that some 

people still follow. They put a tall, thick candle on the sill 

of the largest window of their house after sunset on 

Christmas Eve. The candle is left to burn all night; it 

represents a welcoming light for Mary and Joseph (and for 

any strangers in need of shelter). 

The NBA is finally returning! 

Since the season got delayed due 

to COVID, the playoffs were 

delayed too, which only ended 

about two months ago. The 

preseason for the NBA started on 

December 11th and the regular 

season starts on December 22nd. 

There was some resistance from 

the NBA players to start so soon 

but the schedule will stay the 

same. 


