
 

      

        The staff                             
         

                of                                                                                  

 St. Brendan School          

    wish you and your    

 families a blessed and      

    healthy Merry           

     Christmas! 

Христос Раждається! 

Feliz Navidad!  

Joyeux Noël! 
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Administration Team Message 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Today, on the first Monday of Advent, I want to send you a message of Hope. 
Our journey through the 2020-21 school year has been a memorable one. We 
said that the COVID-19 learning situation will be fluid, with our situation likely 
changing throughout the year…and so it is. Some have been learning at home 
while quarantined. Presently, all of Junior high is learning online and after  
Christmas for a short period (hopefully), so will our Kindergarten and         
Elementary cohorts. As well, others have chosen to learn from home for the 
whole year. 

Our staff prepares and gets ready for any situation and run with it, doing our 
best to provide a stable and effective learning situation for each of your    
children. Is it challenging – yes…impossible – no. Even at home, learning con-
tinues and will continue, when needed online. Our students are also adjusting 
and understanding that the pandemic and government restrictions are beyond 
our control. What we all can control is doing the best we can in teaching and 
learning within any learning situation we are required to be in. We told our 
students to stay positive, be respectful and work hard and we will succeed.  

Parents, I have asked in the last several months that your children have access 
to a laptop or tablet or something they can learn with remotely this year. This 
now becomes reality. If there are situations in your home where this is       
impossible, please let us know and we will, as a school, help problem solve. 
They need to keep up, as learning continues, as we do not want any students 
to fall behind.  

Also, Christmas is around the corner, as time to give, please see our “Sign of 
Hope” initiative on page 3 of this Newsletter.  Our school community is      
embarking on to support those in need.  Please support the campaign by    
sharing what you can.  

Lastly, to add some “normality” do our Christmas season our in school classes 
are preparing a little Christmas  treat for you, which will be available to you 
on our St. Brendan You Tube channel just before Christmas. No concerts this 
year, just a little something for you and your family.  

Wishing you a safe and festive Christmas break, as well as health and         
happiness in 2021.  

Joy to the World, The Lord is come. Let Earth 
receive her King” 

 
Sincerely, 
 

The St. Brendan Administration Team 

Principal: Mr. Taras Podilsky       Assistant Principals:  Mr. E. Hirniak , Mrs. Lily Kucy ,        Administrative Assistants : Mrs. M. Osuch, Mrs. L. Radyo           

Next Newsletter 

January 4th. 

 

9260 - 58 Street  Edmonton, AB.  T6B 3W2 Phone: (780) 466-1281   Fax: (780) 466-6057 

Powerschool: https://powerschool.ecsd.net       website: http://www.stbrendan.ecsd.net 
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Advent Celebration 
 

On Friday, December 18th, 9:00 am. all students 
will celebrate our of Advent virtually. This will mark 
our journey toward Christmas, and a time of     
preparation and waiting.  Mr. Podilsky will lead the 
school in prayer, giving thanks for the blessings of 
this Advent Season.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
School Fees 

 
 

The School Fees have been added to your 
Child/ren’s  accounts. We ask that you pay them 
through The PowerSchool Parent portal:                   
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public 

Thank you very much your patience, as this year is 
very unusual. 

 

 
December Dismissal Times for            

Elementary Level and On-line Students 
 
We will be switching our Thursday dismissal time to 
Friday during the last week of school.  This will    
allow for an early dismissal prior to the Christmas 
break. Our dismissal times will be as follows:  
Thursday, December 17, at 3:00 p.m. Friday,      
December 18, at 12:10 p.m.  
 

Please make sure you send a lunch with your child 
on Thursday, December 17th.  
 
 

School Supervision 
 

We would like to remind parents that supervision of    
students outside does not begin until 8:25 a.m.   
Students are to remain outside until this time and 
should be dressed for the weather.  Students waiting 
for their ride after school need to remain indoors 
until the parent/guardian arrives.  We ask that    
students be picked up after school in a timely    
manner. There is no outside supervision after 
school.  
 
 

 
Bus Passes 

 
Elementary Students riding Edmonton Transit or 
the Yellow Bus must purchase a bus pass through 
Powerschool during the first week of each month. 
If your child rides the yellow school bus and you 
have any questions about pick up or drop off times 
and locations please call the  downtown         
transportation office at 441-6078. Bus fees for  
Junior High students have been cancelled for the 
month of  December due to on-line learning. 
 
 
 
 

 

Cold Weather Reminder - Elementary 
 
Our cold weather season has arrived!  Please make 
sure that your child has warm clothing, boots and 
mitts so that they can enjoy the winter weather.  
Please help our school to stay clean by providing 
your child’s with indoor shoes to change into when 
they arrive at the school.  It is also very helpful if 
mittens and hats are labelled with your child’s 
name.  Students are expected to go out for recess 
every day except during severe inclement    
weather.  We monitor the temperature and use -20 
as a benchmark to determine if students will be 
kept  inside the school at recess and during the noon 
hour 
 

  
 
 

 
“Sign of Hope” Campaign 

 
 

Each fall, many of our schools communities          
participate in the We Care Challenge.  This         
outstanding endeavour has historically raised       
significant funds for two Catholic organizations, the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation’s Dreams for 
Kids campaign, and Catholic Social Services’ Sign of 
Hope campaign, that have tremendous impact on 
our ECSD community and beyond. Our We Care  
Challenge provides schools and sites the opportunity 
to join forces to fundraise so that their collective 
impact is great.   

This year we are asking that our St. Brendan school 
community consider focusing our fundraising on the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation – Helping 
Hands Fund. Why?... The ECS Foundation Helping 
Hands Fund helped one of our St. Brendan fami-
lies this year (in September) with a significant fi-
nancial contribution after our family lost most of 
their possessions in a house fire. Let’s now, as a 
community, help replenish the fund by making any 
donation you can afford, in this time of giving. In 
this way, we help the next family that is struck with 
a major family emergency. The ECS Foundation’s 
Helping Hands Fund addresses student or student 
family emergency needs including - but not limited 
to -clothing, food, shelter, health and             
transportation.  

You can contribute to our Sign of Hope Campaign, 
by donating to the Helping Hands Fund. HOW? Go to 
your Power School parent portal 
account https://
powerschool.ecsd.net/public/ ,  
then: 
 

1) On the left hand column of 
your homepage, scroll 
down to “School Fees” and click on it 

 
2) You will see the following icon: 
 
 
3) Choose or fill out the amount of your         

donation and the press “add to cart” and 
complete the donation transaction…     
THANK YOU! 
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December 2020 
 

When the darkness closes in, Come, Lord Jesus! 

Courage fails and hopes grow dim, Lord Jesus, come! 

Clear the shadows from our sight; set our troubled world aright 

Fill our eyes with radiant light. Lord Jesus come! 

(M.D. Ridge, Come, Lord Jesus) 
 

The lyrics of this Advent hymn are, perhaps, even more poignant this year as we prepare our hearts and our homes for the birth 
of our Saviour, Jesus.  Our world seems to be lonely and dark, and we are all overwhelmed by the seemingly unending pall of 
Covid-19 in our lives.  As we turn our eyes towards Bethlehem in these upcoming weeks, let’s take the time to reflect upon the 
promise to be found in the baby Jesus.  God loves us, and that love is triumphant. Advent is a time of hope, and we need to let 
that hope permeate all aspects of our lives. 
 

Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Fine Arts team is a very creative group, and they have designed a beautiful online Advent experience 
for all to enjoy.  Starting on November 29, you will be able to “open a door” on our virtual arts Advent calendar each day.  You 
will experience weekly celebrations, art, performances, and Advent themed activities. Visit www.ecsd.net and click on the Art of 
Advent  graphic to learn more. 
 

Did you know that the Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ religion resource for grades 1-7 has various resources to support your 
family’s Advent journey towards Christmas?  Click on the Pearson Advent Bulletin For Parents to find out exactly what those 
resources are. You can continue learning about Advent and Christmas at home by logging into the Student-Home Website and 
finding these specific resources listed in the bulletin above. The username is ecsd99 and the password is Student99. 
 

The new Covid-19 measures that were announced on November 24 were a possibility that we have been preparing for.  We have 
known right from re-entry at the beginning of this school year that we needed to be able to pivot quickly between scenarios and 
we have plans in place to do so.  Unlike our experience in the spring, our junior and senior high students who are now moving 
online will be following their existing schedules and will participate in learning following regular school hours. You will receive 
more comprehensive communication on this pivot in the upcoming days.  Elementary families will receive information about the 
one-week pivot to online learning (January 4-8, 2021) before Christmas Break. 
 

On November 25 at our Public Meeting, the Board of Trustees approved our 2019 – 2020 Audited Financial Statements and our 
Annual Education Results Report (AERR).  Historically, the AERR has been combined with our 3 Year Education Plan, however, we 
shared that plan, the Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 in May.  As we join the rest of the province in shifting to an 
Assurance Framework, we will continue communicating these two documents separately.  We will share more with you about 
the shift to an Assurance Framework in the upcoming months. 
 

In his Midnight Mass homily last Christmas Eve, Pope Francis shared a beautiful piece of wisdom that I will leave you with:  “Dear 
brother, dear sister, if your hands seem empty, if you think your heart is poor in love, this night is for you. The grace of God has 
appeared, to shine forth in your life. Accept it and the light of Christmas will shine forth in you.” 
 

Have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas!    
 

Sincerely,  

Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  

http://www.ecsd.net
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C6374184778287
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023
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Winter Begins 

22 23 24 25 26 

 
Christmas Vacations -  December 21 - January 1 

Classes Resume on Monday, January 4, 2021 
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