
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Catherine Catholic School 10915-110 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5H 3E3 

Telephone: 780-426-6933 
 
 

ADMINISTRATORS’ MESSAGE 
Dear St. Catherine School Families, 

 
We very much enjoyed welcoming our students back from Spring Break. Although nature has been 
teasing us with a few lingering tastes of winter, the calendar assures us that Spring will eventually be 
here to stay, and with it will come the birth of new life, renewed energy, and the possibility of new 
beginnings. 

 
During the last three months of school, we will gradually bring closure to the 2021 – 2022 school year. 
We encourage all students to commit to regular and punctual attendance, and to assignment 
completion for the remainder of the school year. Ask your child what their plan is for finishing the 
year strongly. We know that when we set goals and have a plan, we are more likely to achieve 
success. 

 
We appreciate all that you do to support your child/children’s learning. We wish you the joy and 
blessings of the Easter season! 

 
 

Ms. Franzese (Principal) Mrs. Stelmaschuk (Assistant Principal) 
 
 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN UPDATE 
We are very excited to be celebrating our Lenten Journey to Easter together at St Catherine School. Every 
morning during broadcast we share "40 Steps with Jesus" which allows us to reflect on our personal Lenten 
Journeys. As a family, if you would like to partake in this, you may find it on our Division's 
website, https://www.ecsd.net/. Holy week is quickly approaching, and the website will also have resources 
and information for you to share with your family. Easter is the greatest celebration in the Catholic Church. It 
signifies the completion of Holy Week and celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus! 

 
Our Easter Celebration will take place on April 14 at 11:00 AM. We are looking forward to it. It will be hosted 
by our grade 4 and grade 2/3 classes. We are excited to celebrate as a whole community in the gymnasium. 
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Parents and guardians are most welcome! 
 

The Lenten Schedule for St Andrews Parish is as follows: 

• Stations of the Cross every Fridays after the 7:00 p.m. Mass (*except on Good Friday at 9:00 a.m.) 

• Penitential Service (Tuesday, March 29th) at 7:00 p.m. 

• Holy Thursday (April 14th) Mass at 7:00 p.m. 

• Good Friday (April 15th) Confession at 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon & Passion of Christ at 3:00 p.m. 

• Holy Saturday (April 16th) Blessing of the Easter Foods at 12:00 noon & Vigil Mass at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 

ST. CATHERINE FEAST DAY 
On Friday, April 29th, we will be celebrating our patron saint’s feast day. Our school 
is named after St. Catherine of Siena. 

Catherine Benincasa was born in Siena, Tuscany in Italy in the year 1347. She was 
the youngest in a family of twenty-five children. When she was six years old Jesus 
appeared and blessed her. Her mother and father wanted her to be happily married 
when she grew up but, Catherine wished only to be a nun. St. Catherine's parents 
were upset with her decision, but she was very determined, and she did not change 

her mind. Finally, her parents allowed her to become a nun. 
 

She spent many years in seclusion from the world, fasting and praying. After having a vision of Jesus, she felt 
empowered to carry His love to others. Catherine cared for the poor and needy and ministered to those stricken 
by a plague. She also nursed and comforted the prisoners she visited in jail. 

 
This great saint died in Rome in 1380 when she was just thirty-three years old. She is the patroness of Italy, her 
country. Hundreds of years later St. Catherine was named a Doctor of the Church. She received this great honor 
because she served Jesus' Church boldly during her short lifetime. 

 
Pope Pius II canonized St. Catherine and that means she officially became a saint in the year 1461 which was 81 
years after she died. 

 
 

MULTICULTURAL DAY 
We are so happy to be able to celebrate our wonderfully diverse school community during our annual 
Multicultural Day once again!! Multicultural Day will take place on April 29, 2022 and will be celebrated 
alongside the feast day of St. Catherine of Siena. On Multicultural Day, all students and staff are encouraged to 
come to school dressed in their traditional cultural clothing or the colours that represent their home country. A 
variety of activities will be scheduled throughout the day to celebrate this special event! Unfortunately, 
students will not be permitted to bring in ethnic food at this time (as we were able to do prior to the 
pandemic). Parents are invited to join in on our festivities during the last part of the day. More details about this 
will be shared on social media. 

 
 

GROWTH MINDSET ASSEMBLY 
A big “THANK YOU” goes out to Mr. Jancewicz and his grade 9B class for hosting our March Growth Mindset 
Assembly. The March Mantra was “A Goal Without a Plan is Just a Wish” and the Grade 9Bs gave us some 
wonderful goal setting strategies and an activity for all classes to work on to help them set goals for both home 
and school. Our April Mantra is “Mistakes Are Opportunities for Learning” and the Grade 8 students will be 
leading the assembly. 



JUNIOR HIGH BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL SEASON 
The boys’ basketball team 
had a great season. They 
showed perseverance, 
commitment, and amazing 
teamwork. We made it to 
the first round of playoffs 
and ended our season with 
some in person spectators! 
Thank you to all the 
supporters who cheered on 
the team, whether it was 
virtually or in person! Go 
Cats Go! 

 

Special thanks to Mrs. 
Jedrasik, Ms. Czuprunski, 
and Mr. Moquin for coaching this wonder group of players! 

 
 

JUNIOR HIGH PEP RALLY 
We were so excited to be able to get back together in the gym this month! 
We kicked off Spring Break with a pep rally for both boys and girls volleyball 
teams and the boys basketball team. All players ran through the gym with 
pride while their cheers and posters filled the crowd. After the team 
introductions, students played both volleyball and basketball games against 
the teachers. We had such a fun afternoon, and we can't wait for Badminton 
& Slo-Pitch seasons to start! 

 



YEARBOOK SALES FOR 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

If you would like to order a yearbook for this school year, the cost per yearbook is $15.00.  
We ask that you please go online https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public to purchase one.  
The deadline for orders is June 1st, 2022. 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Our next School Advisory Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 18th at 5:00 p.m. 
and it will be the last one for this school year. We are very happy to inform you that the meeting 
will take place IN PERSON in the staff room at St. Catherine School. All parents/guardians are 
welcome to attend. Please mark this date in your calendar and join us! We would love to see 
you there! 

 
School Council Chair – Mrs. Danielle Prempeh 
Treasurer – Mr. Ferdinand Filiplic 
School Council Secretary – Mr. Sean Hill 

 
 

ST. CATHERINE SCHOOL IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
 

If you have Twitter or Instagram, you are invited to follow us and see some of the wonderful things 
happening at St. Catherine School. Our Instagram and Twitter handles are below. 

 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We encounter this scripture on Holy Thursday as Jesus prepares for his impending death. He gathers with his disciples 
and is breaking bread with them for the final time. During the meal, he performs the work of a humble servant by 
washing their feet. It is a mirror of the way he is about to serve all of God’s children through his death and resurrection. It 
is also a lesson to us all; ‘serve others in the way that I serve you’. That message of loving one another is one that we 
encounter over and over again as being that most fundamental tenet of our faith, love God and love one another. 

 
The eyes of the world are turned to the war in Ukraine. A heartrending situation, it touches deeply in our Edmonton 
Catholic Schools. We have longstanding ties to the Ukrainian community in Edmonton and beyond. The response of our 
schools and sites to this humanitarian crisis has been humbling. Students and staff alike are engaging in awareness 
campaigns, fundraising, collecting items, and writing letters. Thank you to everyone who has stepped forward to serve in 
any way that they can. This is one of the ways that we wash the feet of others. 

 
We were delighted by and grateful for the announcement of a new K-9 school in Lewis Farms (west) and of construction 
funding to build the high school in Castle Downs/Dunluce (north). These much-needed schools will ease enrolment 
pressures in the schools that currently serve those areas and are over-capacity. These two schools were the top priorities 
on the Capital Plan that we submitted to the Government of Alberta last year. Our 3-year Capital Plan, which is updated 
and approved annually to indicate what our greatest infrastructure needs are, was approved for the 2023-26 cycle at the 
March 23 Public Board meeting. You can find it by clicking here. 

 

The results of our own ECSD Assurance Survey were presented to the Board of Trustees at the March 23 Public Board 
meeting as well. In the upcoming weeks, these results will be populated into our Division Assurance Dashboard. You can 
check this valuable visual tool throughout the year to see how we are doing as a Division. You can also read the 
consolidated report by clicking here. We know that there have been many surveys that families have been asked to 
complete over the past year, but this is at the heart of the Assurance Framework. Whenever possible, we create 
opportunities for our families to share their thoughts on various aspects of our Division, both so that we can ensure that 
we are meeting your needs and to assure you that we value your voice and are listening. 

 
As we complete our Lenten journey in the upcoming weeks, I will share a thought from our Holy Father that shines a light 
on yet another aspect of being humble servants: #Lent is a favourable time to seek out – and not to avoid – those in need; 
to reach out – and not to ignore – those who need a sympathetic ear and a good word; to visit – and not to abandon – 
those who are lonely. (Pope Francis, Twitter, 03/15/22) 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

 
LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre 

9807-106 Street NW | Edmonton AB T5K 1C2 | T: 780 441-6000 | www.ecsd.net 
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After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I 
have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do 

as I have done to you.” (John 13:12-15) 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan-10-year-facilities-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan-10-year-facilities-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15285/assurance-dashboard
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15285/assurance-dashboard
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1506/alberta-education-assurance-measure-results-report-ecsd-assurance-survey-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1506/alberta-education-assurance-measure-results-report-ecsd-assurance-survey-results-report
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lent?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lent?src=hashtag_click
http://www.ecsd.net/


Who Will Roll Away the Stone for Us? 
 

On Easter Sunday morning the women were on their way to perform their last work of 
love for Jesus. Expecting to find him lifeless, they were to anoint his body with sweet- 
smelling spices. Worrying about the massive stone they were sure that they would find 
at the entrance of the tomb, they said to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance to the tomb?” (Mark 16:3) 
The huge stone sealing the tomb of Jesus impresses us. For we, too, meet with many 
such challenging stones in life: stones that block our doorway into the future, the 
stones of sin, sickness, sorrow, loneliness, war, and ultimately death. 

 

 
Like St. Paul we cry out, “Who will deliver me from this body of death?” 

(Romans 7:24) We think of the great stones that stand in our way: the regrets for the 
way we have often taken in the past, the uncertainties that plague us this moment, the 
fears that are in our hearts concerning things to come, and we cry, “Who will deliver 

us? Who will roll away the stone for us?” 
Now the women find that the stone to the entrance of the tomb had been rolled back. It has been removed in the 

way that they had not foreseen. In the book Jesus: A 
Dialogue with the Saviour a monk of the Eastern Church writes: “In order to remove the stone, nothing less than a 
cataclysm was necessary. A push, a slight readjustment would not be enough. Likewise, the stone which seems 
to immobilize and paralyze Jesus in my soul can be taken away only by an earthquake, that is to say, by a 
violent interior revolution, by a complete and radical change. A jolt like lightning is required to unsettle me. Jesus 
rises from the dead in me only if the one who I was ceases to exist, giving way to the new human. Not a 
retouching or a tuning up will do; but a death and birth are necessary.” 

Friends of Jesus, death is never the end of the story. It is not the end for the infant who dies at such a tender age. 
It is not the end for that loved one whose life is ravaged by cancer or snuffed out by a failing heart. It is not the end for 
that young soldier killed in the prime of his youth fighting for peace in Ukraine. It is not the end; for the stone has been 
rolled away. 

As we approach the Feast of all Feasts - the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I hope and pray 
that you and your families are in good health. Let us always remember that we are connected as One Body in Christ. Our 
love in Christ is forever! 

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

 

Christ is Risen! – Indeed, He is Risen!  
ECSD Chaplain 
Fr. Julian Bilyj



 

2021-2022 

April 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

SPRING BREAK 
Classes Resume 
April 4th 

2 

3 4 
Classes Resume 

5 
Badminton @ St. 
Basil 

6 
Badminton @ Holy 
Cross 

7 8 9 

10 
Holy 
Week 
Begins 

11 12 
Badminton @ St. 
Catherine 

13 
Growth Mind Set 
Virtual Celebra- 
tion @ 1:10 pm 

14 
Easter (Holy Thurs- 
day) Celebration 

15 
Good Friday— 
NO SCHOOL 

16 

   Badminton @ St.    

   Brendan    

17 
Easter 
Sunday 

18 
Easter Monday- 
NO SCHOOL 

19 
Badminton @ St. 
Catherine 

20 
Badminton @ St. 
Alphonsus 

21 22 
Grade 9 Farewell 
Pictures 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
  Badminton @ Christ Grade 5 Wild North  St. Catherine Day/  
  the King Presentation  Multicultural Day  
   Badminton @ St.    
   Nicholas    
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