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ADMINISTRATORS’ MESSAGE 

The month of November begins with All Saints’ Day (November 1st), followed by All Souls Day (November 2nd) and 
then Remembrance Day (November 11th).  All three of these days remind us that the month of November is 
marked by a spirit of solemn remembrance of those who have passed on from this earthly life.  On Remembrance 
Day, please take the time to honor the more than 1 500 000 men and women who have served in the Canadian 
armed forces, including the more than 100 000 who have died in the line of duty.  They all made great sacrifices 
to ensure that we continue to enjoy our rights and freedoms. 
 
Catholic Education Sunday is November 7th!  Parishes throughout the city will be recognizing Catholic Education 
at various masses held during this weekend.  These masses are an opportunity for all of us to reflect upon the gift 
of Catholic education. Our faith is strengthened when we come together to participate in the sacraments. It is 
important to our children’s faith formation to establish close working relationships between home, parish and 
school.  We thank all parents for nurturing faith in your homes as it is crucial in forming a strong base for your 
child’s spiritual development. 

   

 
Ms. Franzese (Principal) Mrs. Stelmaschuk (Assistant Principal) 

 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

On Wednesday, November 10th the St. Catherine School community will come together virtually for our solemn 
Remembrance Day Ceremony.  We will pay tribute to all the war veterans from several wars and conflicts who 

have sacrificed so much for our peace and freedom. 
 
We welcome Father Glenn McDonald who will also join us virtually for the Gospel 
reading and a reflective homily as we shine a light on the 105th anniversary of the 
Battle of Somme where so many soldiers from the Royal Newfoundland Regiment 
tragically died. 
 
The grade 1A and grade 4/5 classes will express their gratitude for the soldiers' 
sacrifices through readings and songs. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY FALL BREAK 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is implementing a division wide NOVEMBER FALL BREAK for this first time.  A survey 
was conducted last year and the response by both parents and staff was positive.  The break will be 5 days 
including the weekend.  In short, two vacation days have been added to Remembrance Day – Friday, November 
12th and Monday, November 15th.  Students will return to school on Tuesday, November 16th. 

 
 
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Within PowerSchool, parents can monitor their child’s academic growth throughout the school year. It allows 
for them to view their child’s ongoing progress at the time of student assessment with Level of Achievement 
marks related to curricular outcomes. Additionally, comments and/or assignment information can be seen 
online.  
 

Parent/Teacher/Student Conference will take place on Thursday, November 
18th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Your child’s teacher will invite 
you to speak with them via Microsoft Teams or by phone to discuss your 
child’s progress and achievement.  You will receive an email from your child’s 
teacher with instructions on how to book a time. 
 
This time is so very important.  It is essential to celebrate strengths and discuss 
areas for growth, and how you can provide support at home.  It is in working in 
partnership that our students can be successful. 
 
 

VIRTUAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

Get ready! Our Virtual Scholastic Book fair will be held on November 16 to November 30th.  

Soon you will be able to explore exciting new books to enhance your home library and inspire the young 
readers in your life! Hundreds of books, carefully chosen to delight kids of all reading levels, will be waiting for 
you when our virtual doors open! 

• REMEMBER! Every purchase earns valuable Book Fair Rewards that can be used to support our students. 
• Shop any time! The fair is open 24 hours, beginning at midnight on November 16th! 
• No shipping fees! Orders are sent directly to our school.  
The link will be sent out closer to November 16th.   

 
 
GRADE 4 BIBLE CEREMONY 

On Tuesday, the Grade 4 students each 
received a special gift – a personal copy of the 
Bible.  We sincerely thank Father Dean for 
leading our celebration and blessing the bibles. 

 
 
 



 
 
STUDENT SACRAMENTS 

Has your child recently received a sacrament? We would like to recognize and celebrate all those who receive a 
sacrament during this school year.  If you could let your child’s homeroom teacher know and send a picture of 
the event, we will include it in our Morning Broadcast and proudly display the picture on a Student Sacrament 
Board we have in the school. 
 

 
ST. CATHERINE’S SCHOOL LIFE GROUP 

“Life Group” is a school club for students in Grades 7 – 9 that started 
just after the return from Fall Break.  The purpose of our student LIFE 
Group is to provide a welcoming, respectful, and safe learning 
environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of belonging 
for our diverse student community, while supporting a faithful vision of 
an inclusive Catholic school. 
 

 
WELCOME STUDENT TEACHERS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 

We are very pleased to be welcoming three student teachers to St. Catherine School: 
 Mrs. S. Khan (who will be working with Mrs. Widner) 
 Ms. E. Scullion and Ms. V. Milligan (who will be working with Mrs. Lazurko) 

 
 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS WINTER COAT DONATION 

The Knights of Columbus from Santa Maria Goretti Parish generously donated over 
25 winter jackets to our school community.  The jackets were dropped off by Mr. 
Runco, Mr. Mantella, and Mr. Esposito. We are incredibly grateful and will see to it 
that those students who are in need will receive one.  God continues us to send us 
many blessings! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCIENTISTS IN SCHOOLS VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS 

SCIENTISTS IN SCHOOL is a leading Canadian Science Education Charity for 
Kids.  St. Catherine School has been selected to receive a FREE virtual 
workshop for every homeroom!  Each of the virtual workshops is delivered 
by a highly trained presenter, who brings passion and knowledge to the 
workshop and serves as a strong scientific and technological role model for 
our next generation.  Each of our students will receive an individually 
packaged mini science bag full of materials before the workshop – helping 
them to develop the 21st Century skills to their future success. 

We are very grateful to have been selected to receive these free virtual 
science workshops that will take place in November. 

ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM 

Health and Education have a long history of working together to ensure that children in Alberta are healthy and 
protected from vaccine preventable diseases. Immunization saves lives, prevents health complications and is 
the most cost-effective disease prevention program in health care.  Alberta Health (AH) provides overarching 
guidelines to Alberta Health Services (AHS) for the school immunization program through the Alberta 
Immunization Policy. 

 The 2021-2022 School Immunization Program is as follows: 
➢ Grade 1: Review immunization records of all students and offer relevant vaccines to all children who are

not up to date according to Alberta Health recommendations.

➢ Grade 6: Offer Hepatitis B (HBV) and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) along with all other vaccines the
student is eligible for according to Alberta Health recommendations.

➢ Grade 9: Offer Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (combined) vaccine, Meningococcal vaccine along with
all other vaccines the student is eligible for according to Alberta Health recommendations.

➢ Other grades: AHS will provide school immunization services at the earliest opportunity and ensure that
every eligible student has access to vaccines for which they have received consent from previous school
years. The signed consent on file from parents or guardians will be used.

School Nurses will schedule immunization presentations prior to the Grade 6 & 9 immunization round. 
Providing education and the opportunity to ask questions is an effective way to reduce anxiety and ensure 
students are prepared for the immunization day. 

PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY 

There was a scheduling conflict and unfortunately picture retakes were not completed this 

week.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.  Our school picture day 

will now take  place on Wednesday, November 10th.   

SCHOOL FEES 

School fees are now due.  Fees can be paid through the PowerSchool Portal which can be accessed through the 
following link:   https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/home.html  

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Dzenkiw at 780 426 6933 and she would be happy to assist you. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerschool.ecsd.net%2Fpublic%2Fhome.html&data=04%7C01%7CSilvia.Franzese%40ecsd.net%7Cc0e3a6a5b0654ff9f6e108d99986e62d%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637709626923321860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ODVjLs3qj%2FPvlVzO%2FcHSeZN%2Fer3dbblfjl9hE7hZpeI%3D&reserved=0


 
ST. CATHERINE SCHOOL IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

 
If you have Twitter or Instagram, you are invited to follow us and see some of the wonderful things happening 
at St. Catherine School.  Our Instagram and Twitter handles are below. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

Our next School Advisory Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 
1st at 5:00 p.m. via TEAMS.  All parents/guardians are welcome to attend.  It is a 
good way to learn more about our school and what is happening.  A TEAMS link will 
be sent out closer to the date. 
 

School Council Chair – Mrs. Danielle Prempeh School Council  
Treasurer – Mr. Ferdinand Filiplic  
School Council Secretary – Mr. Sean Hill 

 
 



 

 
LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre 
9807-106 Street NW | Edmonton AB T5K 1C2 | T: 780 441-6000 | www.ecsd.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 2021           Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Matthew 5:9 
 
The month of November is one which is permeated with solemnity and deep reflection. We begin the month with All 
Saints’ and All Souls’ Days and reflect upon humankind’s journey to God’s kingdom. On Remembrance Day, our thoughts 
turn to those who have made the greatest of sacrifices to bring peace to the world. We end the month by 
commemorating Holodomor, the Ukrainian genocide under the Stalin regime. This can be quite a heavy mindset for the 
month, but it provides us with good opportunities to reflect on our own lives. In 2018, Pope Francis released an 
apostolic exhortation, Gaudete and Exsultate (Rejoice and be Glad), which was a call to holiness in our lives. It is a call to 
us to use our unique and special gifts to live our lives with love and bear witness in everything we do. Our Religious 
Education Department created summaries of each of the chapters of this exhortation to help unpack its meaning. You 
can find them, and so many other wonderful faith resources in the Faith Alive section of our public website. 
 
The call to serve in political office is a special vocation. On the heels of the municipal election, we are so pleased to have 
so many of our Board of Trustees back for another term. This Board has served as effective and thoughtful advocates 
and stewards of Edmonton Catholic Schools. I know that the next four years will continue to be highly collaborative, 
insightful, innovative, and respectful. Please join me in congratulating Terry Harris (Ward 71), Sandra Palazzo (Ward 72), 
Debbie Engel (Ward 74), Alene Mutala (Ward 75), Lisa Turchansky (Ward 76), and Laura Thibert (Ward 77). Ward 73 is 
without a trustee at this time. We will share more information regarding next steps to the vacancy as they unfold. In the 
interim, the schools in Ward 73 have all been assigned to other trustees as follows: 
 
Terry Harris: St. Bernadette, St. Nicholas, St. Jerome 
Sandra Palazzo: Father Leo Green, JJ Bowlen, St. Dominic 
Debbie Engel: St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Maria Goretti 
Alene Mutala: St. Alphonsus, Ben Calf Robe/St. Clare, St. Francis of Assisi 
Lisa Turchansky: St. Gerard, St. Vladimir, St. Leo 
Laura Thibert: Cardinal Collins Clareview, St. Bonaventure, Anne Fitzgerald 
 
November 7 is Catholic Education Sunday. The theme for the year, which is established by the Bishops of Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories, is Catholic Education: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together. In their letter for the day, they share that 
“(Catholic Education Sunday) provides us with an opportunity to recognize the vibrant faith that is the foundation of our 
Catholic schools and encourages us to reflect with gratitude on the countless blessings to be found within the Catholic 
educational community. You can read their full letter by clicking here. ECSD is very excited to be piloting a Fall Break for 
the first time from November 11-15, 2021. We hope that this opportunity for a break in the hectic pace of everyone’s 
busy lives will be restorative and rejuvenating for all. 
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis that reflects our call to holiness: “The response of faith demands that 
we be active in our love for God and in our love of neighbour.” (10/29/21) 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16514/from-the-vatican
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/11546/catholic-education-sunday


ALL SAINTS' DAY IS OUR FEAST DAY 
 

  

All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the 
Catholic Church celebrated annually on 
November 1. All Saints' Day emphasizes the 
universality of the call to sanctity. If we isolate a 
given saint - Francis of Assisi, Thomas 
Aquinas, Dominic Savio, Teresa of Calcutta, 
John Paul II - they can seem so far beyond us. 
But All Saints Day emphasizes not only 
canonized saints but also all the ordinary 
people, forgotten to history, who God has 
remembered as saintly. And it reminds us that 
being a saint is the ordinary goal of Christian 
life. Everything in the Church - preaching, 
teaching, scripture, sacraments, the Eucharist, 
everything - is meant to conduce to the place 
where we become saints. 
All Saints' Day is dedicated to the Saints of the 
Church, that is, all those who are in heaven. 
The word saint means “holy one” and all of us 
are called to be holy. In that sense, this 
is also our Feast Day, because we are all 
joined, in and through Jesus Christ, in the 
communion of saints.  

Some holy men and women who have died in the Lord, and lived exemplary lives of proven 
virtue, including martyrs and those who obviously loved the Lord with all of their hearts, have been 
canonized by the Church. They are the Saints, with a “capital “S”. They are our models, witnesses of 
faith. They are also intercessors, praying for us before our Heavenly Father. This feast honours all the 
saints of the Church, known and unknown. 

Let us look at some interesting definitions of what a saint is. A saint is a person who begins 
each day with these words: "May the image of Jesus radiate through me this day in each life situation." 
A saint is a person who prays each day that she be used as an instrument of God's love to bear the 
burdens of God's children. A saint is a forgiven sinner. A saint is one who makes it easier for others to 
believe in God. A saint is a sinner who keeps trying.  

In a family that was torn apart with hostility, the father, an elderly lawyer, asked a young artist 
for her advice. She replied, "Here is my prescription. Unless you want to end by killing each other, 
someone has to say the first gentle word. And you are the one who has the least time left." The true 
Christian, who is called to be a saint, is always the one who says the gentle word first - the word that 
breaks the ice and leads to reconciliation. After all, did not God in Christ take the first step in reaching 
out to us with forgiveness? 

A saint is the one who says the gentle word first. A saint is a letter God writes with the Holy 
Spirit not on paper but on the hearts of people. 

I invite you today to learn more about All Saints' Day. I invite you to choose a saint, learn about 
their life, their conversion, their prayer life, their love of God and the neighbour. Then, pray to that saint 
that they may intercede before God so that you and I may grow in holiness every day. Heaven is our 
final destination. Becoming a saint is our ultimate goal. 
 
Fr. Julian Bilyj 
ECSD Chaplain 



2021-2022 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Boys Volleyball 

Game vs St. 

Nicholas 

Girls Volleyball 

Practice 

2 
 

Girls Volleyball 

Game vs St. 

Nicholas 

3 
 

Boys Volleyball 

Game vs Holy 

Cross 

4 
Girls Volleyball 

Game vs Holy 

Cross 

 

 

5 

 

6 

7 

 

8   No Stones 

Left Alone Gr. 5 

& 4/5 

Girls Volleyball 

Practice 

9 Josh Classen 

Gr.5 

Girls Volleyball 

Game vs CTK 

Boys Practice 

10  
Picture Retake 

Remembrance Day  

Serivice 

Boys Volleyball 

Game vs CTK 

11 
Remembrance Day 

 

    No School  

12 

 

No School 

13 

14 

 

15 

 

No School 

16 Fall Virtual Book 

Fair Nov 16—30 

 

Girls Volleyball Game 

vs St. Als 

Boys Volleyball Prac-

tice 

17 
Gr. 1B Skating 

Boys Volleyball 

game vs St. Al-

phonsus 

18 
Parent/Teacher 

Conferences via 

TEAMS 1 pm-4 pm 

& 5 pm—7 pm 

19 
Gr. 2/3, 5 & 6 

TWOSE Field Trip 

Boys Volleyball 

Practice  

20 

21 

 

22 
Girls Volleyball 

Practice 

Boys Volleyball 

Game vs St. Basil 

 

23 
 

Girls Volleyball 

game vs BCR 
 

24 
 

Boys & Girls 

Volleyball Prac-

tice 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

28 

First Sunday 

of Advent 

29 
 

 

Boys Quarter 

Finals Volleyball 

 

30 
Girls Quarter 

Finals Volleyball 

 

Last day Book 

Fair 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
Dec. 1- Gr. 6 Im-

munizations Hep B 

& HPV 

 

Dec. 2– Advent Cel-

ebration  

 

 

 

November 
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