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                  Telephone: 780-426-6933  

 

ADMINISTRATORS’ MESSAGE 

What a truly beautiful month August was, with very warm temperatures and sunny skies.  It was especially 
wonderful witnessing the excitement of students returning to school, the staff working together as a team and 
renewing relationships with parents.  During our School Opening Liturgy last week, we were guided by Father 
Julian (one of our Division Chaplains) in understanding the ability that each and every one of us has to make a 
difference in the world.  Father Julian reminded us of St. Teresa of Calcutta’s wise words “Not all of us can do 
great things.  But we can do small things with great love.” 

 

We are so very grateful to have enjoyed a positive start to our school year.  With a healthy enrolment of 326 
students, an outstanding staff, and incredibly supportive parents, we can’t help but have a successful year!  
Thank you to the parents who were able to join us last week for our “Meet the Staff” evening. Your 
participation at this important evening indicates your great interest and support in the education of your 
children. 

 

Although COVID-19 continues to be a challenge, we will work together to reduce health risks by consistently 
following our safety protocols – mandatory mask use, enhanced cleaning, sanitizing hands, and maintaining 
physical distance.  Students and staff must stay home if they are sick, and families play a very important role in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses.  We sincerely thank you for your support in 
reducing the risk of illness in our school community. 

 

 
Ms. Franzese (Principal) Mrs. Stelmaschuk (Assistant Principal) 

 
 

ST. CATHERINE SCHOOL IS ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

 
If you have Twitter or Instagram, you are invited to follow us and see some of the wonderful things happening 
at St. Catherine School.  Our Instagram and Twitter handles are below. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ST. CATHERINE 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

September 2021 

 



YEARBOOKS FOR THE 2020 – 2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
The school yearbooks for the 2020 – 2021 school year have arrived and are being distributed to all students 
who ordered and paid for one.  We have some extra copies.  If you are interested in purchasing a yearbook 
from last year, the cost is $15.00 and payment is made through PowerSchool.  There are a limited number of 
copies available, so if you wish to have one, please act quickly. 
 
 

REMINDERS FOR DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

Supervision of students outside begins at 8:00 a.m.  Please do not drop off your child before 8:00 a.m. as there 

are not adults there to see to their safety. 

 

Our parking lot is for staff only. We have noticed a number of parents using the staff parking 

lot.  This presents a safety concern as we want to avoid students walking near moving vehicles. 

 

It is illegal to park in the school bus zone in front of the school – even for a few minutes.  We 

received a call from the City of Edmonton Bylaw Enforcement.  They have indicated that they 

will be watching for illegally parked vehicles over the next several weeks and will be issuing 

warnings and then tickets to those parked in “NO PARKING” areas.   

 
 

SCHOOL PICTURE DAY 

Please note that we have had a change in date for our school picture day.  Our school 

picture day will take place on Monday, September 20th.   

 

 
 

TERRY FOX WALK/RUN MARATHON OF HOPE 

On Thursday, September 23rd St. Catherine School will be taking part in the annual Terry Fox 
Run. We will be collecting 'Toonies for Terry' over the next few weeks for Cancer research. 
Please send in a toonie with your child, so we can reach our goal of raising $500.00. 
‘Terry Fox represented the best that Canadians have to offer. He was an example of courage, 
humility, determination, and perseverance’. 
 

Let’s all ‘Try Like Terry!” 

 

HOMEWORK TIPS FOR PARENTS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
Welcome to all our St. Catherine families. My name is Annemarie Simpson and I am the ESL Designate teacher 
at St. Catherine School. We are so happy to work in partnership with you to have the best learning 
opportunities for your child or children this year. Here are a few ideas to help with homework: 

➢ Have a spot where your child can put their agenda for you to see. 
➢ Have a pencil, colors (markers, crayons, colored pencils) and paper in one spot that your child can use 

to do their homework. 
➢ Set a time that they will do their work each evening with no distractions from TV or video games. Do 

this every day. 
➢ Even if your English is not strong, ask your child about what they learned in school and what they 

have for homework. Don't be afraid to use your home language - all language experiences are 
important. 

➢ Let your child choose what homework they want to work on first. 
Thank you for supporting your child in their learning journey this year. 
  
Source: https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/homework-tips-parents-ells 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colorincolorado.org%2Farticle%2Fhomework-tips-parents-ells&data=04%7C01%7CSilvia.Franzese%40ecsd.net%7C324268ec828a46397aa608d96f1005f8%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637662936871287087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KzYfP%2BdnD5qICFXHEi6Db58qOQyMkvmaZUKpMJu5p9E%3D&reserved=0


PROTOCOL FOR PARENT CONCERNS 

Edmonton Catholic Schools recognizes the freedom of all members of the school community (students, staff, 

parents and neighbours) to voice their concerns in an appropriate manner to 

the appropriate school personnel. The principle of first contact needs to be 

followed. This means that the person(s) who have the concern, have the 

responsibility to begin addressing the concern directly with those persons with 

whom they have the concern before taking their concern elsewhere.  

Parents who contact school administration prior to speaking with the persons 

with whom they have a concern will be directed to that person first. If 

resolution is not found, please then involve school administration and School 

Operations Services (SOS) as needed. All parties will deal with concerns in a 

manner that is consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

SCHOOL FEES 

We will begin collecting school fees in October.  Parents will be notified of when payments can be made.  We 

encourage online payments through PowerSchool.  If you are unfamiliar with making payments through 

PowerSchool, please contact our school office for assistance. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

Our first School Council Meeting of the year will take place on Wednesday, September 22nd 
via TEAMS at 5:00 p.m.   We look forward to hosting the remainder of the meetings in 
person at the school. All parents/guardians of students at St. Catherine School are most 
welcome to attend. A TEAMS Meeting link will be sent out closer to the date. 

Our School Council Executive warmly welcomes all new families to this wonderful school 
community: 
School Council Chair – Mrs. Danielle Prempeh School Council 

Treasurer – Mr. Ferdinand Filiplic  
School Council Secretary – Mr. Sean Hill 

ORANGE SHIRT DAY 

Students are invited to wear orange shirts on Wednesday, September 29 to 
commemorate Orange Shirt Day - a day when we reflect upon the difficult legacy of 
residential schools throughout Canada and stand against racism and injustice. We will 
mark this day with a prayer service in recognition of the injustices and abuses suffered 
by our First Nation, Metis and Inuit peoples. 

FALL BREAK 

Because St. Catherine School is a year-round school and began classes in August, 
our students and staff have a fall break.  Students will be dismissed for fall break 
on Friday, October 1st at 2:45 p.m.  Classes will resume for students on Tuesday, 
October 19th.  We wish all of our families a wonderful fall break! 
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“I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord… plans to give you a future with hope.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 
September 2021 
 
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! Our theme for this year is “God calls us each by name” and is guided 
by scripture from Jeremiah. At its root, our theme is a message of hope. Catholic education is entirely about 
building a future with hope. When we serve the children of Edmonton Catholic Schools, our goal is to instill in 
them a sense of wonder in themselves as children of God so that they see themselves as members and 
builders of his Kingdom. There is nothing more hopeful than this. 
 
We are filled with a renewed sense of hope as we return to school this year. We have created a Back to 
School Plan that is designed to support our schools in reducing the risk of transmission of illness and 
maintaining safe and healthy environments for our students and staff. Some procedures we introduced in our 
schools last year will continue because we know they are good practices in minimizing the transmission of 
respiratory infections, including COVID-19, influenza, and common colds. Many activities are returning to our 
schools this year, including local and provincial field trips, athletics and extracurricular activities, all fine arts 
and options classes, assemblies and special events, and graduation and school farewell activities. 
 
At the beginning of September, teachers will be focusing on welcoming students back to their school 
communities, whether in-person or online. As part of getting to know students as individual learners, teachers 
in K - 6 will be screening students in numeracy and literacy. They will determine student knowledge and skill 
based on previous curricula and target instruction for any missed learning. In addition, the Division is 
preparing post-assessments to help teachers measure learning growth. In junior high and high school, subject-
area teachers will also be targeting their instruction to support students in their transition back-to-school.   
 
Our work for this year is directed by our Division Plan for Continuous Growth, which has four priorities: 
Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. 
You can monitor our progress in these priorities by exploring our measures and results as represented in our 
Assurance Dashboard. Results will be updated throughout the year as new ones become available. Each school 
also has its own School Plan for Continuous Growth to address its own needs and a school specific Assurance 
Dashboard for their results and measures. Visit your school’s website; you will find the Assurance Dashboard 
with the school plan under About / School Information. 
 
 

. . . 2 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/Division%20Plan%20for%20Continuous%20Growth%202020-2023%20Y2%20(1)-1.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15285/assurance-dashboard
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We are very excited to add another school to our ECSD family this fall. Genesis Online School is opening its 
virtual doors and will serve over 1200 students from kindergarten to grade 9. Construction on the Ben Calf 
Robe replacement school and Joan Carr Catholic Elementary School is well underway, and we’re getting ready 
to break ground for Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School. 
 
Pope Francis shared a catechesis on hope several years ago. There was much wisdom shared with us over 
many months… it’s a deep examination of the nature of hope to the people of God who live in His abundant 
love. As we begin this school year and come together again in our Christ-centred school communities, I will 
leave you with a thought from our Holy Father. He says, “… one does not learn to hope alone. No one learns to 
hope alone. It is impossible. Hope, to be nourished, necessarily needs a ‘body’, in which the various members 
support and revive each other. This means, then, that if we hope, it is because many of our brothers and sisters 
have taught us to hope and have kept our hope alive.” (General Audience, February 8/17) 
 
Have a wonderful school year! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



 

 

 

 
 
September 2021 
 
Dear friends, 
 

A New Beginning in Hope 
 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand (Isaiah 41:10). 

 
As the month of September fast approaches, and the start of another school year looms from behind 
the shadows, we look forward to a new beginning; a year filled with promise and hope. Over the 
past seventeen months, we have witnessed the state of society and our lives change in ways we 
might never have imagined two years ago. From the closing of borders to the adherence to strict 
protocols, life has been challenging, and for some, even devastating.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, we learned many valuable lessons: we learned to depend on the support 
of family, friends, neighbours, our health care systems, and especially our faith communities. We 
learned that a world concerned with the plight of others is better than a world centered on ourselves. 
We learned that even though we could not practice our faith in person, technology made it possible 
for us to gather and pray virtually. Most important of all, we learned through the sorrow and pain 
how we depend fully upon the steadfast love and saving help of God, who never abandons us.. 
 
COVID-19 is just the latest hardship in a long line of civil unrest and human suffering. Once again, 
we have seen that, in difficult circumstances, God gives us the capacity to overcome the challenges 
through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. As we embark upon a new academic year, may we know 
daily the joy of the victorious help of our Lord. 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
 
Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 



2021-2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

First Day of School 

3:00 pm Boys  

Soccer tryouts 

2 

Early Dismissal @ 

12:13 pm 

3 

Full Day of Instruc-

tion  

Dismissal  @ 2:45 

pm 

4 

5 6 

Labour Day 

NO SCHOOL 

7 8 9 

Early Dismissal @ 

12:13 pm 

10 

Junior High Pep 

Rally @ 2:15 pm 

Full Day 2:45 pm 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 

Early Dismissal @ 

12:13 pm 

17 

Full Day 2:45 pm 

18 

19 20 

Picture Day—Bring 

your smiles  

21 22    

5:00 pm School 

Council Meeting 

(TEAMS) 

First day of Fall 

23 

Terry Fox Walk 

Early Dismissal @ 

12:13 pm 

24 

Full Day 2:45 pm 

25 

26 27 28 29 

Orange Shirt Day 

30 

National Day for 

Truth and  

Reconciliation   

NO SCHOOL 

OCTOBER 1st 

Thanksgiving Cele-

bration @9:00 am 

Dismissal at 2:45 

pm 

Fall Break  

Oct 4-15 

NO SCHOOL 

September 
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