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MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
Dear École St. Cecilia Parents/Guardians, 

We are so happy to welcome all of our new and returning students and families to École St. 
Cecilia! We are very excited to return to a school year filled with much hope and promise. We are 
looking forward to another happy and productive school year filled with wonderful learning and 
many new positive experiences. We look forward to working with you over the coming school year.  

This year, we have approximately 440 students enrolled at our school. The number of students 
registered means that our hallways and classrooms will be abuzz with life, energy, and learning. 
This year, all our classrooms are being utilized as learning spaces. While we recognize that some 
families continue to have reservations about the lasting effects of COVID, our goal as we begin the 
new school year is to keep all of our students and staff as safe as possible. 

The theme selected by our division is: “Let your light shine.” This bible passage is taken from 
Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” Jesus said our light is not necessarily in the witness of our words but in the 
witness of our deeds – our good works. He said: “Let your light shine before others so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” As we begin this new school 
year let us approach it with humility and submission to God to work for right relations, merciful 
actions, and peace. When we live as people of blessing, we are light in our schools, our homes, 
and our world.  

Sincerely, 

Chris Cicchini  Johanne Renaud 

Principal / Directeur    Assistant Principal / Directrice Adjointe 
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COVID UPDATE 
École St. Cecilia prioritizes the health and safety of our 
students, staff, and families. To this end we encourage our 
families to follow the Alberta Public Health Guidelines, in 
effect as of July 1, 2022, as outlined below:                        
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School Opening Mass 
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St. Matthew Parish 
@ 10:45 am. 

Parents are welcome 
to join us to celebrate.

https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The School Council is a collective association of parents, teachers, 
principal, staff, and community representatives whose purpose is to 
advise the principal and the board representing matters relating to the 
school. It is a means for parents and community members to work 
together with the school to support and enhance student learning. 

The primary role of school council members is to work together with school personnel to 
create a strong learning environment, within the context of our Catholic identity, for all 
students enrolled in the school. School Council members typically advise the principal on 
areas such as school planning, budgeting, school fees, communications, community 
relations, programming, and the School Plan for Continuous Growth. 

Parents who would like to be more involved in their child’s education and in the 
decision-making process at the school are invited to attend School Council 
meetings. 

The first School Council meeting of the year, also our Annual General Meeting (AGM), 
will be held on Thursday, September 22 at 6:30 pm. This meeting will be in-
person. All parents are welcome to attend this meeting. 

At this time, in accordance with our School Council Operating Procedures, Executive 
members of the School Council must be elected or re-elected on an annual basis. 
Consequently, the following elections will take place at our AGM: Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Secretary. 

Typically, School Council meets every other month, with meetings in September, 
November, January, March, and May. The School Council Operating Procedures are 
posted to the School Council page of our website. 

Another opportunity to meet your child’s teachers is to check out some of our staff’s 
fantastic introductory videos on our school website. 
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 Parents at École St. Cecilia are encouraged to use PowerSchool to 
monitor their child’s progress at school. For Junior High parents, 
PowerSchool enables them to monitor attendance on a class-by-class 
basis, find out what homework assignments will be, confirm that 
students have submitted homework or assignments, and view their      
child’s grades as they exist in the teacher’s grade book at any given 
time.  

• PowerSchool also allows parents to register to receive alert notifications, review daily 
comments from teachers and much more. 

• PowerSchool is also the vehicle used for payment of school fees, field trips and 
athletics. All fees are paid online. 

If you have not received your Parent Portal Login for access to Parent PowerSchool, please 
contact the office to sign up.  As well, if you have misplaced or forgotten your 
PowerSchool log-in information, please contact the office for assistance.   
  

Note:    PARENTS MUST HAVE A POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT TO ACCESS STUDENT REPORT CARDS AND PAY    
SCHOOL FEES

School fees have been posted to our website and will be loaded into 
PowerSchool in late August. School fees include:  
  

•      Supplemental Fees  
          (agenda, some school activities, and technology user fees) 

•      Individual User Fees  
       (consumable items, option course fees, team fees) 

  

•      Optional Fees (items that students may choose to purchase)  

Fees for field trips vary and are charged separately prior to the field trip. Once teachers 
have their field trip plans for the year completed, this information and predicted costs 
will be sent home for parents. 
  
School fees are due at registration in September. You will be able to see fees in 
PowerSchool as of September 15, 2022. Online payments may be made through 
PowerSchool, using debit, Visa, or MasterCard. Families that are new to ECSD are asked to 
contact the office for a PowerSchool password. We realize that payment of fees in 
September can pose some difficulty for families, particularly those with more than one 
child, so a variety of payment options is available for families. Please contact the school 
for more information. 
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ECSD uses digitized student records. Parents are able to view registration 
information and update it online. Parents are asked to check this 
information over carefully and make any necessary changes.  

  
We also ask that parents of students who are of First Nations, Metis, or Inuit 
descent identify this on the registration forms. In some cases, this enables us to 
access additional support for students. It is extremely important that we have accurate 
information regarding our students in the event of an emergency. 

The word is out in the community that École St. Cecilia is a 
great school offering unique programming to meet the needs 
of any student on the north side of Edmonton.  We are proud to 
be the home of 2 division programs this year!  
•Accelerated Math and Science - English & French 
•French Immersion Programming 

We also continue to offer outstanding programming in English. Check out our website for 
more information or to register your child. We continue to see a bit of a change as some 
families move away and others move into our neighbourhoods.   Currently we have 440 
students registered across all grades and within our division programs.   
  
We have done our very best to keep classes as small as possible, given our space 
constraints.   Enrolment at our school has been increasing, which puts a strain on our 
classroom configurations.  This year every available teaching space is being used. 
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English

Accelerated  
Math & Science French 

Immersion
TOTAL

ENG FrImm

Grade 7 89 23 25 22 159

Grade 8 66 26 N/A 39 131

Grade 9 113 N/A N/A 37 150

TOTAL 268 49 25 98 440

http://www.apple.com
https://www.ecsd.net/8213/page/13691/french-immersion-program


SEPTEMBER 2022  ISSUE NO.1

 
Our main office is open from 7:45am to 4:00pm.  Mrs. Kate Gorman-
Bowman and Ms. Amanda MacDonald are our outstanding office staff 
and will most likely be one of the two people you first come into contact 
with.  At times they will be supported by Carole Trépanier.  

Parents who call the school after these hours are asked to leave a clear message and we 
will return your call as soon as we are able to.   Please remember that we are happy to 
give your child a message at the end of the day or at breaks in instructional time.   
  

We thank you for your understanding of our wanting to protect learning time for all 
students by not interrupting classes for messages.  This also applies to our staff.  We will 
deliver your message to staff in a timely manner so as to minimize disruptions.  
  

Our business office is supported by Ms. Amanda MacDonald. Any inquires regarding 
fees, online payments, and bus passes can be directed to Amanda MacDonald via email 
Amanda.MacDonald@ecsd.net or over the telephone. 
 

For the safety of our students, the doors to the school remain locked 
during the school day. In keeping with our district Occupational 
Health and Safety requirements, all visitors and volunteers must 
report to the office, review the safety guidelines for the school, sign in, 
and receive a visitor’s badge.  

Everyone must sign out in the office as well. At this time, we are strictly limiting visitors to 
the school. All ECSD staff and those who offer professional services, such as student 
teachers or psychologists, will continue to have access to our school. Priests and pastoral 
workers from our parishes will also be welcome in our school. Additional visitors, such as 
guest speakers, will not be permitted at this time. Parents are encouraged to make phone 
or online appointments with school staff rather than visiting in person.  

All visitors to the school must follow our required safety protocols:  
·       Report to the office  
·       Sign the visitor log  
·       Wear a visitor tag or school division ID  

  This helps us to maintain a safe and secure environment for our students. Students are 
asked to report the presence of strangers to the administration or staff. If you are coming 
to see a teacher, please contact the teacher to arrange a convenient time for you to 
meet rather than simply dropping by the school.  
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As the new school year begins, it is important to remember that 
students who experience success in school are diligent and 
conscientious in their approach to schoolwork. There are a number of 
ways that parents can help their children as they prepare for the 
start of the new school year:  
  
Talk with your children about the school day. Use questions such as: 

·       “How was your day?” 
·       “Tell me all about it.” 
·       “Do you have homework?” 
·       “What is your homework?” 
·       “What was the best part of your day?” 
·       “Who did you sit with for lunch?”  

These are just ideas for starting the conversation each day. Soon your children will start 
the conversation themselves. If you can initiate the conversation as soon as you see your 
children each day, it will become part of a daily, “scheduled” event.  
  
Get to know your child’s teachers. Children notice when their parents and teachers talk!  
  
Check on the academic progress of your children. Start early! Parents can use 
PowerSchool to access their child’s marks and assignments in a secure online 
environment.  
  
Read the bi-weekly newsletter and check our website often. The newsletter includes 
information that can answer many questions you may have, and it will alert you to 
upcoming events. The newsletter is posted online every two weeks that we are in session. 
Dates and upcoming events are listed in the newsletter and posted on our website. For 
those parents who are subscribed to SwiftK12, an email message is sent to parents when 
the newsletter has been posted to our website.  
  
Please feel free to contact the school if you require clarification about anything. We look 
forward to an excellent year with your children! 
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This year, we will once again concentrate on 
increased ongoing assessment as well as an 
emphasis on communicating and understanding 
key learner outcomes and the criteria for success to 
support next steps in learning. Report assessment is 
ongoing with accurate, up-to-date information 
available to students and parents throughout the 
school year via PowerSchool.  

Student-led conferences will take place in November and March, and discussion will 
focus on student achievement with evidence of learning from work completed to that 
point. Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the 
PowerSchool grade book. For parents, this is like having access to a student report card 
at any point in time. Teachers will follow up via email with parents who do not attend 
student led conferences, as this communication is very important for student success.  
  

Student-led conferences and report cards for this school year are scheduled for: 

• Student Led Conferences: November 17, 2022  

• End of Semester 1: January 31, 2023  

• Student Led Conferences: March 16, 2023  

• Final Report Card: June 28, 2023  

If you wish to discuss your child’s progress or marks, please feel free to call or email the 
school. Report cards are available online to parents/guardians via the PowerSchool 
parent portal. Parents/guardians who are new to ECSD will be provided with their own 
PowerSchool passcode which will allow them to view the report card online. PowerSchool 
not only gives parents access to their child’s report card, but also access to other school 
and classroom information. PowerSchool passcodes for those parents who have not yet 
created a PowerSchool account will be sent home later this month, so please watch for 
them. PowerSchool accounts remain in effect from year to year, so parents only need to 
create an account once.  

Parents/guardians who do not have internet access and would like to receive a paper 
copy of their child’s report card are asked to email the school office.  

As always, if you have any questions or require any additional information, please 
contact the school office and we will be happy to assist you.  

8



SEPTEMBER 2022  ISSUE NO.1

Contributions and support from our volunteer parents are important to us. Please be 
aware that the following steps MUST be completed before an adult can volunteer and 
work directly with students: 

1. All volunteers are required to complete a “Volunteer Registration Form” annually 
and prior to commencing any volunteer activities in the school. 

2. All volunteers who are assisting with school activities on any given day will 
register at the main office at the beginning of each day.  

3. While engaged in volunteer duties, all volunteers shall wear appropriate 
identification. 

NOTE: 
Any parents or community members who are supervising children in situations 
where a staff member is not present, such as catching a sports team, must have a 
criminal record check and a child welfare check on file with the school. Police 
information Checks and/or Intervention Record Checks may also be required at the 
sole discretion of the Principal, Assistant Superintendent, District Operations and 
Information and Infrastructure Technology Services, School Operations Services 
and/or the Superintendent in any circumstances where it is deemed appropriate. 

We will be practicing our fire drills in the Fall and Spring. We will practice lockdown and 
shelter in place procedures in the winter months.  
  
These valuable exercises are required so that the staff and students are aware of the 
procedures in place should one of these events occur. For some of these practices, the 
students will be aware that they will occur. Other practices will be surprise events. In all 
cases, the office will make an announcement following the practice. 
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Students have access to the building beginning at 8:00 am. 
The first bell is at 8:15 with prayer and Block 1 at 8:20 am. 

Students are expected to leave the school by 3:10 pm there is no supervision 
beyond this time. 

We will be using Lifetouch for our school pictures 
again this year. Picture Day is on Tuesday, 
September 27 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Check out Lifetouch’s  
“5 Great Tips for Picture Day”… 

10

 
École St. Cecilia Junior High 

2022 - 2023 

Bell Schedule 

 
• Monday 
• Tuesday 
• Wednesday 
• Friday 

Thursday 

First Bell 8:15 8:15 

Block 1 8:20 – 9:13 8:20 – 9:13 

Block 2 9:15 – 10:05 9:15 – 10:05 

Announcements 10:05 – 10:10 10:05 – 10:10 

Locker Break 10:10 – 10:15 10:10 – 10:15 

Block 3 10:15 – 11:05 10:15 – 11:05 

Block 4 11:07 – 11:57 11:07 – 11:57 

Lunch Break 11:57 – 12:33  

Block 5 12:36 – 1:05  

Block 6 1:07 – 1:57  

Block 7 1:59 – 2:49  

Dismissal 2:49 11:57 

 

Note: 
If announcements take longer than five minutes then 
locker break is shortened.  
 
Block 3 always begins at 10:15 am. 

https://lifetouch.ca/5-tips-for-a-great-picture-day/
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TERRY FOX 
Our Terry Fox Run will take place during the afternoon of September 23!  

We would like to  challenge our students to donate $1/child. All donations 
will go towards cancer research. 

 

SCHOOL CONCESSION 
Our school concession will once again be open for students to 
purchase individual lunches in the coming weeks.  

Menu items and prices will be available shortly. 

 

Social Media 
Our TWITTER feed and INSTAGRAM are blowing up with TIGER content.                           
Don’t forget to follow us on social media, give us a like and share with your friends. 
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ÉCOLE ST. CECILIA JUNIOR HIGH  
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We’re on the web! ecsd.net/8213
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