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MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
 

“The true light that gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.“ - John 1:9 

Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day, 
We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!” 

Amen. 

On behalf of the staff at École St. Cecilia JHS, may the love of Christ fill your home and life 
and cause each of your days to release countless blessings for you.  

Merry Christmas! Joyeux Noël!  

Take Care and God Bless, 

Chris Cicchini  Johanne Renaud 

Principal / Directeur    Assistant Principal / Directrice Adjointe 
Christopher.Cicchini@ecsd.net    Johanne.Renaud@ecsd.net 
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December 2022 Newsletter  
 

The Season of Advent – Directing our Minds and Hearts to God 
 

“Advent invites us to a commitment to vigilance, looking beyond ourselves, expanding our mind 
and heart in order to open ourselves up to the needs of people, of brothers and sisters, and to the 

desire for a new world” (Pope Francis, Angelus, 2018). 
 
Beginning the Church’s liturgical year, the season of Advent is a time of preparation that directs 
our minds and hearts to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of our 
Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by 
Jesus’ promise to return. But the scripture passages during Advent tell us not to waste our time 
with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. Rather, the Advent readings call us to be alert 
and ready, not weighed down and distracted by the cares of this world. 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21. 34-36).  

The gospel of Luke reminds us how easy it is to become lazy in our faith; to become drowsy from 
the “drunkenness and worries of this life.” Any time we give in to excess and seek momentary 
escapes from life without God, our hearts become spiritually drowsy. When we feel overwhelmed 
and excessively burdened and look for a way out, the way out is often something that makes us 
spiritually drowsy. In the gospel, Jesus challenges us to stay awake and vigilant; to keep the truth 
in our minds and hearts and our eyes fixed on God.  

During the season of Advent, let us remember, through prayer, reflection, and works of mercy, the 
true meaning of Christ’s birth; to consider the needs of others, to pray more, to attend daily Mass, 
to participate in social justice activities, and to create special family traditions. During Advent, let 
us reflect that God is calling us to remain alert at all times, praying that we may have the strength 
to escape all the things that may challenge and tempt us and stand strong before the Son of Man. 
 
 
 
Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 
December 2022 

Upcoming 
Events

Mark your calendars… 

Christmas Holidays 
December 23 - January 8 

School resumes on: 
January 9, 2022
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:16) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
December 2022 
 

Brothers and sisters, in this Season of Advent, let us be shaken out of our torpor and let us awaken from our 
slumber! Let’s try to ask ourselves: am I aware of what I am living, am I alert, am I awake? Do I try to recognize 

God’s present in daily situations, or am I distracted and a little overwhelmed by things? 
 (Pope Francis, Angelus, 11/27/22) 

 
So often, as we prepare for Christmas, time gets away from us and we become even busier than usual.  In his 
Angelus on the first Sunday of Advent, our Holy Father reminds us that busy-ness can distract us from what is 
truly important; recognizing God in the ordinariness of our daily lives.  Let us take time throughout these next 
weeks to slow down, look around, and listen to the whispers of God that are all around us. 
 
There are so many opportunities for us to join in the spirit of the sacred that comes with the Advent Season.  
At schools, students are participating in liturgies and celebrations as we prepare for the arrival of the Christ 
Child.  At the Division level, our All-City programs, which consist of four unique choral and band programs 
involving over 200 junior high and high school students from across ECSD, will hold their Christmas concerts.  
The All-City Choirs’ concert will take place at McDougall United Church on December 5th at 7pm.  This concert 
will also include special guests the Concordia University Concert Choir performing with our All-City High School 
Choir as part of our dual credit program.  The All-City Bands’ concert will also take place at McDougall United 
Church on December 13th at 7pm.  
 
Our Annual ECSD Survey will launch on December 5.  We ask all parents and guardians to complete one survey 
for each of their children.  This allows us to evaluate how we are meeting the unique needs of all students.  
You can access the survey through your PowerSchool parent account.  Click on each child to access their 
survey in the left navigation menu. 
 
The Board of Trustees voted to rename John Paul I Catholic Elementary School at the November 30 Public 
Meeting.  He was beatified by Pope Francis on September 4, and the school will now be known as Blessed 
John Paul I Catholic Elementary School.  Archbishop Smith will join the school community in January to 
celebrate this momentous occasion. 
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis, reflecting upon the Advent season: “God conceals himself 
in the most ordinary situations of our lives. He does not come in extraordinary events, but in everyday things: 
our daily work, a chance encounter, someone in need... That's where the Lord is, who calls to us and inspires 
our actions.” (11/29/22) 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 
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ÉCOLE ST. CECILIA JUNIOR HIGH  
8830 - 132 Avenue NW     

Edmonton, AB     T5E 0X8 
Tel: 780.476.7695      
Fax: 780.473.7363      

email: 8213web@ecsd.net 

We’re on the web! ecsd.net/8213
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