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Academic Honesty Policy 

 

Academic honesty is an important component of educational programming at all levels. We 

expect all students to complete their school work to the best of their ability and to 

demonstrate integrity and honesty by completing their work themselves. Students are also 

expected to value the attitudes and skills of being a principled communicator in all learning 

and assessment. Students who deliberately attempt to gain advantage in marks through 

dishonest practices such as cheating or plagiarism will be given a mark of zero for the work 

they have neglected to complete themselves. As well, a comment on the student’s report 

card will indicate that the student received a mark of zero on a given assignment because of 

academic dishonesty. 

 

In the PYP and MYP at our school, the definitions of malpractice are in alignment with those 

stated on page 10 of the IB General Regulations: Diploma Programme: 

• plagiarism: this is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another person 

as the candidate’s own 

• collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in 

allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another 

• duplication of work: this is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 

assessment components  

• any other behaviour that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the 

results of another candidate 

Roles and Responsibilities (adapted from Academic Honesty in the IB educational context) 

 

The student is ultimately responsible for ensuring that all work submitted is authentic, with 

the work or ideas of others fully and correctly acknowledged.  

 

The principal, and by extension, the school’s teachers, must ensure that all students: 

• understand what constitutes academic honesty, an authentic piece of work and 

intellectual property 

• receive guidance on study skills, academic writing, how to conduct research and how 

to acknowledge  sources 

• understand what constitutes malpractice (particularly plagiarism) 

• know the consequences of being found guilty of malpractice. 

 

It is the shared responsibility of all teachers to confirm that, to the best of his or her 

knowledge, all student work is the authentic work of each student. Teachers are also 

expected to support and act on the school’s policy on good academic practice and provide 

students with advice whenever necessary. In this respect, teachers must act as good role 

models for the students. 


