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PYP GRADE 1 - “HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES”





MYP YEAR 1 (GRADE 6) - SCIENCES
Unit of Inquiry: Evidence and Investigations
Task: Crime Scene Investigations
Key Concept: Connections
Related Concept: Evidence
Global Context: Fairness and Development
Statement of Inquiry: Students became more aware of their own strengths and areas for growth,
using deductive skills to inquire and investigate, and gave students skills to apply and use in
everyday life.
Learner Pro le: Inquirers

The Grade 6 classes enjoyed being Forensic Scientists in our Evidence and
Investigation Unit. The Inquiry Questions students examined were: What kinds of
evidence do we investigate in forensics? Is the evidence based on fact or false
inference? Should all evidence be shown to the jury during a trial? Becoming
Inquirers was the main IB Learner Profile students developed
during this unit . The students were given different CSI-like
scenarios (mysteries, crime scenes, observation exercises) that
motivated them to become good inquirers. Our Global Context &

Explorations was Fairness and Development, and the relationship between
evidence and human rights and responsibilities has consequences, was our
Statement of Inquiry. Students became more aware of their own strengths and

areas for growth, using deductive skills to
inquire and investigate, and gave
students skills to apply and use in
everyday life. Connections and evidence were the key and
related concepts in this unit. The ATL (Approaches to
Learning) skills students developed were their Research
Skill: formulating questions, observing, collecting &
recording data, and organizing & interpreting data.
Students put their detective hats on and inquired about
different forms of evidence: footprints, shoeprints,
fingerprints, chromatography, etc. They developed their
observational skills, their inferencing skills, and

classification skills exploring various scenarios and problems. The end project for this unit was a crime
scene in the SOAR Centre students had to investigate. They were successful in applying the
investigative skills they acquired throughout the unit to solve The Case of the Kidnapped Candy.
Students enjoyed using Flipgrid, Google Jamboards, Breakout EDU, Google Slides, and Google



Drawings to share their learning with each other and present
their new inquiry skills in many different ways.

Student Reflections:
My project was about solving a crime scene. Someone had stolen
candy from a teacher’s classroom. We had the suspect’s

fingerprints, footprints,
and testimonies. The
crime scene was in the
SOAR center, and we also
drew pictures of the
scene. I gathered all of
my information, and the
thief was the principal.
The project helped me
learn more about crime
scene investigation by
actually investigating and solving crimes. I had lots of fun in
this unit! - Audrina 6B

I tried to be an Inquirer, trying to solve the crime was quite fun
and I was curious on who the culprit was. I asked myself

questions and asked questions about the clues. I also feel like I was a Thinker. I kept thinking about
stuff and a lot of things were swarming around my head. I tried to think about the clues and suspects
and the similarities.
- Glydelle 6A

I think learning about this unit was important because we got
to look deeper into something really interesting. We learnt
about fingerprints and footprints and I found it extremely
fascinating. I was able to see how real detectives and
investigators solve crimes even with the smallest clues. I was
even able to solve a crime of my own! We did exciting
experiments and fun activities. We took a dive into the real
world and learnt about how real people are able to do their jobs.
It was definitely one of my favorite science units we’ve done
this year. I was able to be a knowledgeable inquirer who
communicated with my friends in order to solve a fun activity
we were able to do called the candy case. I loved this unit. - Katie
6A



I did enjoy this unit because it was a lot of fun. I learned a lot of new things. I also learned about
different fingerprints and I thought that was really cool and fun.
To further extend my learning, I would like to do more projects because they are really fun and they
give you a lot of new knowledge. I would also like to have more projects because it teaches you
teamwork and collaboration skills.

The one field trip that would fit well with the science units would be
Telus World of Science. Going to the Telus World of Science would also
help us learn about evidence & space because they have a lot of different
stations. They also have a variety of fun activities all over and we would
learn a lot. I would love to go to Telus World of Science for a field trip but
this year we didn’t because of Covid and not having enough time. -
Boston 6B



MYP YEAR 3 (GRADE 8) - MATHEMATICS
Unit of Inquiry: Shape and Space
Task: Measurement of 3D Objects
Key Concept: Form
Related Concept: Models
Global Context: Globalization and Sustainability
Statement of Inquiry: When developing models, one must consider form and measurement to
create environmental stability.
Learner Pro le: Caring
Inquiry Questions:

How do we use measurement and calculation skills to design and build objects that meet
our needs?
How do manufacturers choose the shape and design of packages?
Should we consider the impact on the environment during the progression of shape and

space?

In grade 8 math, we have just begun our unit on shape &
space- speci cally measuring the surface area and
volume of prisms and cylinders.
The project we began with was a hands-on measurement
of different 3-dimensional shapes, starting with
triangular prisms, rectangular prisms, cubes, and cuboids.
As we move from concrete examples through to visual

representations, students will develop skills needed
to calculate the surface area of unconventional
shapes that we may interact with regularly.
Students were given 3D shapes with a ruler, and just
through measuring the appropriate side lengths
were tasked with determining the surface area of
the entire shape.

“I think it’s important because if you’re a
carpenter, tradesperson, or homeowner,
you need these basic skills to understand surface area.”

-Sydney M. (grade 8 student)

We are into a very extended and drawn-out spring with snow and ice still on the ground. People in
Alberta will be looking to melt snow and ice which happens best if the volume is spread out over a
large surface area. Likewise, when it comes to seed and fertilize lawns again the bags are
purchased as volume, but spread over surface area. While volume is more intuitive, surface area
requires deeper connections to real-world for students to gain a deeper understanding.



MYP YEAR 2 (GRADE 7) - LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Unit of Inquiry: Les fetes et les celebrations
Task: Holidays
Key Concept: Culture
Related Concept: Message, Word Choice
Global Context: Orientation in Time and Space
Statement of Inquiry: Cultural events and celebrations are remembered best when shared with
purpose and in context through food, music, and activities.
Learner Pro le: Open-Minded

In French class we are currently learning about the di erent types of
holidays in french  and what kind of things people do on these di erent
holidays. The holiday project is about how we had to ind words in a list of
vocabulary and choose ive words. After you have chosen the ive words
you have to
make a simple
sentence.
There you have
to make
complex
sentences of
why you like it
or why you
don’t like it. For
the project you
have to choose
a holiday that
we learned about like Christmas or Halloween. After choosing, you have
to choose ive words and making a simple sentence you have to make a
complex sentence of why you like it or not. This project helped me learn
this unit because of how we had to look over notes and see all the process
we have done over this unit and also see if you can say some of the words
and it also helped me learn what French people do over the di erent
kinds of holidays.

Communicating with people who speak other languages is a fun and great
experience. You get to learn something new from them or you could even



be the person teaching them. By communicating it helps you understand
yourself and others. You get to build your career by pushing yourself to
learn a new language and culture.

I think this is
important to learn
because if you ever
go on a vacation
there you would
know some facts
about it and you
would even know
how to talk a bit in
the language. It's
also a very good
experience for you.

There are things about the holidays that they do in France like the Le
Carnaval du Québec. They talk about the festivals and what activities there
are. One of them would be skating, shows, parades, and snow sculptures.

I personally enjoyed it because it’s fun to know some fun traditions that
they do and they make food like beaver tails and Maple Ta y. If we had
actually made the food that they eat it would have been great since we
would have more experience with the food and festival. Like maybe we
should have actually tried to make a project about all the things you could
do there.

Niyet and Sula - 7C



RRee eeccttiinngg oonn OOuurr EExxhhiibbiittiioonn
Grade 5
Mr. Craig, Mrs. Manucci

St. Edmund’s Grade 5 students and Primary Years
Programme staff were excited to host their first in person
event at our site.  Students presented all of the planning,
researching and the actions they have chosen all
surrounding our central idea, “Through small actions,
everyone has the power to create a better world.”

Students were proud to perform “I Was Here” by
Beyonce and “Imagine” by John Lennon. They
spent months learning how to play the Ukulele,
drums and keyboard with our music specialist,
Mr. Lamble.  It was a beautiful conclusion to the
evening.Here are some student reflections of
some of the essential elements of the PYP
Programme - Learner Profile, Approaches to

Learning, Agency, Inquiry model, etc…

When I was starting my exhibition I was really
nervous because I didn’t know anything on my
topic (Good Health & Well Being). Although I was
nervous I started my research. I read a lot of
websites so I could find the best information. I
found so many sites that helped summarize what
I was looking for. I know I had to focus as this
was a big responsibility. I enjoyed listening to
other people’s ideas and bouncing them off each
other. I was able to give and receive positive and
constructive feedback from my teacher, my
mentor and my friends. - Summer



The Research phase was a lot of work and off
the start I felt lost in where to start. I started by
looking at all the UN goals and there were a
few I was interested in but picking one was
tough. I liked looking for facts and reading so
once I started I enjoyed learning about my
goal. This made me more confident when it
came to the presentation part. I was so scared
at the start but felt that because I had done
really good research that I could tell people
about my goal. I really enjoyed the exhibition.

- Alyssa

The Action phase was my favorite part of the
exhibition.  It was a lot at first.  I had to think about how I would try to get the PYP students to
bring in food donations for my Zero Hunger UN goal.  I worked with my partner Vince and we
made posters, prepared boxes to deliver to all the classrooms.  I grew more confident as a
communicator because I wrote and read an announcement on morning announcements.  I was
scared to do so at first but it wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be and I actually liked to do it.  On
exhibition day, we organized all the donations to display for our guests.  It was nice to go deliver
the donations with my dad to the Bissell Center.  This experience and the research I did I will
always remember. - Max

The Mentorship was very helpful. She was able to give me ideas and feedback throughout the
entire time. When I was stuck I was able to go to her and she helped me get unstuck. She was



very helpful with helping me set my goals and focus
on my ideas for the project. Having her made me calm
and not stressed for the night I had to present as I
don’t like to present.

- Franzyne

I became more knowledgeable throughout the
research process of the exhibition. I now know what
inflation means and how it affects my life and most
families. Inflation has risen so much that more and
more people are going into poverty and unable to
afford basic necessities such as food. - Ethan

I found this project called the Exhibition to be very cool. It was stressful and unlike anything I
have done before but I learned a lot about researching, collecting and sorting new information into
my own words to present. I enjoyed discussing with my group different ideas of how we could
take action and help people living in poverty in our school and our community. I have grown as a
risk taker because I am usually shy and scared when speaking to others but I practiced and
learned a lot throughout this project to feel more comfortable sharing what I learned. I was really
passionate about helping others and raising awareness. - Rithu

DDoowwnnllooaadd tthhee AApppp ffoorr LLiivviinngg SSuussttaaiibbaabbllyy iinn
tthhee MMooddeerrnn WWoorrlldd ttoo ssuuppppoorrtt
GGooaallss

yy
tt ttoo tthhee UUNN



PYP Mentor Teachers
Mentors supported students by monitoring individuals and groups throughout the exhibition
process through regular check-in times and by documenting feedback in the student’s PYP
exhibition journal.  As part of the PYP assessment practices, monitoring and documenting the
exhibition includes decisions on learning made
in collaboration with students and mentors. A
big thank you to all the Primary Years
Programme teachers for all that they did to
support the student’s learning throughout this
journey - Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. McCulloch, Mrs.
Hillaby, Mrs. Tomkow, Mrs. Granger, Mrs.
Graham-Smith, Mr. Runco, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Salisbury, Mrs.Letchford, Mrs. Prisco and Mrs.
McLachlan!
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And in the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand. Mothers take their children by the hand and 

lovingly introduce them to life... We need to learn from mothers that heroism is shown in self-giving, strength in 
compassion, wisdom in meekness. (Pope Francis, Homily, 01/01/2019) 

 
In our Catholic faith, Mary, the Mother of God, plays a central role for us. Through her “yes” to God, salvation was born 
into this world in the person of Jesus. We begin our calendar year with the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, and have 
many other special days to honour her. The month of May is one in which our eyes are turned toward our Holy Mother, 
so it is only fitting that we also celebrate Mother’s Day this month. Pope Francis has given us a beautiful picture of the 
importance of those who fill the role of mother for our children. Love, heroism, compassion, wisdom; these are the gifts 
we receive from Mary, and from those who fill this sacred role in our lives! 
 
As the 2021-2022 school year is fast coming to a close, our Division is well into planning for the upcoming school year.  
Our Board of Trustees has approved our Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 (Year 3), and our schools will 
now spend the month of May aligning their School Plans for Continuous Growth with our Division’s work. 
 
In Edmonton Catholic Schools, we believe that each person is created in the image and likeness of God and in the 
goodness, dignity and worth of each person. We honour the dignity of each person by treating one another with 
empathy, compassion, and respect. Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Anti-Racism (EDIAR) are guiding values consistent 
with Catholic Social Teaching, reaffirming dignity at every level. In the spring of 2021, our Division began a project with 
Norquest’s Colbourne Institute for Inclusive Leadership and MNP to determine our strengths and opportunities for 
growth in furthering the work of EDIAR from a Catholic worldview in our Division through a formal strategic plan. Our 
new EDIAR strategic plan outlines the strategic priorities and key strategies identified through surveys and focus groups 
and explores possible actions that will shape the way in which EDIAR values are embedded in the ongoing work of the 
Division. You can read the strategic plan and explore more about EDIAR in ECSD by clicking here. 
 
This year, we celebrate Catholic Education Week from May 23-27. It is an excellent opportunity to celebrate and give 
thanks for the gift of publicly funded Catholic education that we are blessed with in Alberta. The cornerstones of our 
Catholic educational community are found in the relationship between the home, the school, and the parish as we lead 
our students into a deeper relationship with Jesus. Watch our Division social media to see examples of the great things 
that happen in our schools as #ECSDfaithinspires! 
 
As we continue to celebrate the season of Easter, I leave you with a thought from our Holy Father: “The Easter joy is not 
to be kept to oneself. The joy of Christ is strengthened by giving it, it multiplies sharing it. If we open ourselves and carry 
the Gospel, our hearts will open and overcome fear.”  (Pope Francis, Twitter, 04/18/2022) 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



Mary, the Mother of God 

 Mary has been venerated since early Christianity, considered by millions 
to be the holiest and greatest saint, and served as a favorite subject in Western art, music, and 
literature. During the month of May, we celebrate our devotion to Mary and commemorate her 
extraordinary role as a mother to both Jesus Christ and the whole of humanity.  

According to the gospels of Matthew and Luke, Mary was a first-century Jewish woman of 
Nazareth, the wife of Joseph, and the mother of Jesus. She conceived Jesus through the Holy 
Spirit, and accompanied Joseph to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.  

The Catholic Church holds distinctive Marian dogmas, namely her status as the Mother of God, 
her Immaculate Conception, her perpetual virginity, and her Assumption into heaven. Popular 
devotions in the form of feasts, services, and the rosary, have played a tremendously important 
role in the lives of Roman Catholics. 

HHail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

Indeed, Mary is a central figure in the Catholic faith and her life illustrates how our Almighty 
Father works in our lives. Mary’s humility, simplicity, and charity embodied the way she lived her 
life. Her freedom to serve Christ’s mission, bring him into the world, and ponder the significance 
of his life became the pattern for both collective and individual discipleship.  

This is what Mary proclaimed when she became the mother of God, and this is the mission we 
continue today. Being called by God requires total commitment and a willingness to sacrifice 
everything out of love. When we say ‘yes,’ God is inviting us to what is already within our capacity; 
inviting us to see our ordinary roles as sacred. 

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
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