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As we move into our final month of the year, all I can say is what a crazy two years I have had at St. Francis of Assisi.  I started 

last year with a car driving into our Daycare and will end it with the Pandemic still going on.  My hope is that next year will be 

a little more “normal” but I said that last year and look how that worked out. 

 

As many of you know my time at St. Francis will be over after the playground is built this summer. Both Mrs. Sopkow and  

myself have been transferred to other schools. I want you all to know how much I am thankful for this community’s acceptance 

and kindness in my two years here.  I loved being at this school and felt blessed to be working with such an amazing staff,  

wonderful students, and a great community.  I am leaving with a heavy heart, even though I know my next school will be a 

good placement as well.  The good news is I know the new principal, Ms. Kelly Laxdal, well and I know you are in good hands.  

As I write this most of our staff is coming back and I know you are set up well for next year. 

I’d like to thank our School Advisory Council Executive for their hard work over the past two years, meeting regularly to learn 

about what’s going on at school and offer supports and suggestions for our programing and opportunities for our students.  

Their great work is a large reason we will be getting a brand new playground this July. We acknowledge Colleen Chalifoux, 

Bea Rankin and Joy Cardinal for meeting regularly with us and putting up with Mr. Rees’ bad jokes. 

In case you haven’t let the office know of your plans next year, we are building our class lists and already beginning the process 

of planning for the 2021- 2022 school year and we would appreciate you letting us know if you are returning or moving.       

Our hope is we will all have a much more normal year next year and everyone will be in-school as we know online has its    

challenges. 

We still have a month left of both in-school and online learning (which we realize has been very challenging for many of our 

families).  Thank you so much for doing your best and working with your children to help them stay engaged in learning. 

Finally you should be receiving some surveys very soon that will allow you to give feedback on the work we are doing here at 
St. Francis. Please complete the survey and send them in to tell the world about all the great things happening at our school!! 

Thanks and one more newsletter to go.  Be safe and well everyone!  

  

 

 

   Tom Rees  Evelyn Sopkow    
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