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Virtue of the Month 

Courage 

Being brave by overcoming 
fears; doing what is right even 

if others are critical.   
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Important Dates 

 

January 4-8 — Online School  

January 11—Welcome back to in school learning 

January 29—Summative Reports live on Power School 
February 3—Winter Walk Day 

February 15—No school—Family Day 

February 15-19—Random Acts of Kindness Week 

February 17—Ash Wednesday 

February 25& 26—No School/Teacher’s Convention 

 
Happy New Year!! We hope that everyone enjoyed a 
healthy, restful break. On January 6th we celebrate the 
Epiphany of the Lord. What a special way to enter the 
new year of 2021– with the encounter with the Messiah. 
We wish you many blessings for a New 2021 New Year 
filled with promise and hope. We welcome our students 
back to school on January 11th– bussing and lunches will 
resume as well.  

Registration for 2021-2022 

We will be accepting new 
registrations in January.  

Contact the office for      
additional information. 

WEATHER 

As we know the weather can be frightfully frigid as our early win-
ter continues.  District policy states that children will be outside 
for the morning and lunch recess if the temperature is –
19 °C.  When the temperature hits –20 °C, the children will be 
kept inside. Please dress your child accordingly.  If your child 
needs any mittens or toques, have them come to the office as we 
have received some very kind donations from our community.  

If your child is well enough to come to school then he/she should 
expect to go outside to get some activity and some fresh air dur-
ing the recess breaks. Being able to play and operate in the win-
ter weather is what truly makes us Canadian.  

Transportation  

If the bus is running more 

than 10 minutes late - 

call Transportation services 
780-441-6078  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                

         
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Christmas Gifts 

 
We are so thankful to St. John XXIII for 

their generous donations of Christmas gifts 
to our students!!! 

COVID updates 
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-

19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx 

Children under 18 Children are required 

to isolate for at least 10 days if they have 

the following core symptoms:Cough, fever, 

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 

loss of sense of taste or smell, whichever 

takes longer. 1 symptom: Stay home for 

24 hours, get tested if symptoms don't im-

prove. 2+ symptoms: Get tested and sta-

home until well or test is negative. Sore 

throat, runny or stuffy nose, chills, head-

ache, feeling unwell, nausea, vomiting, 

conjunctivitis, joint aches.  

Power School  
Please remember that you can view your child’s progress at school through Power School.  Log In infor-

mation was sent home at the beginning of the year but if you require your password information, 
please call the school office and we would be happy to send it home again.  A report card will b availa-

Staffing updates 

We welcome Erin Nobles our Family 
School Liaison worker to the St. Gerard 

family. We also welcome Kate Dean, 
our new EBS to St. Gerard. We had a 

few retirements this December, so we 
say farewell to Allicia Jaroslawski, Jaye 
Roter and Yvette Brisbois in our kinder-

garten classroom. We welcome Mrs. 
Candra Pleasant  as our Kindergarten 
teacher and will soon meet our new 

ECE in kindergarten PM.  

Bring Writing into the Home 

 

Your child(ren) work hard at school! We certainly do 
not want to give our children more work, but we can 
bring real writing experiences into the home. How? 
 

Ask your child to: 

•write down the grocery list as you dictate it 
 

•write the menu for a dinner 
 

•make place cards for family who are coming to 
dinner 

 

•make cards or write emails to thank those that 
gave them gifts over the holiday season 

 

Let young children, especially, use phonetic spelling, 
sounding out the words as best they can. Limit the 
amount of ‘corrections’ you do with all ages. We 
want the writing experience to be purposeful and 
positive! 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-testing-in-alberta.aspx


 

 

 

 

Severe Weather Conditions & Bus Cancellations  

 
 Our transportation system has an excellent record for service. However, given the possible ex-

tremes of Edmonton weather and the potential for unexpected mechanical difficulties, it is impossi-

ble to guarantee buses will run on time or at all.  A route can take 50% longer in adverse weather 

conditions.  Parents are advised that if a bus does not arrive within twenty minutes of its scheduled  

time, they are to assume the bus is not coming.  Parents must ensure that their child knows to return 

home or to a pre-selected location.  Parents must then make alternate arrangements to get their 

child to school.  Parents should also ensure that: 

Children are supervised at the bus stop 

Children have a place to go in the event the bus does not arrive 

Children have alternate arrangements for getting to school should the bus not arrive 

Children are suitably clothed to withstand weather extremes. 

Transportation Services normal operational procedures for delayed transportation also apply in se-

vere weather conditions. 

The Carrier is responsible for notifying the school and the Transportation Services office when a 

route is running late. 

Parents then have access to 3 different resources (by calling either the school, the Transportation 

Services office, or directly contacting the carrier) to get an update on the status of a particular route. 

CANCELLATION OF YELLOW SCHOOL BUS SERVICE FOR ALL PROGRAMS 

The following radio and TV stations will carry announcements with respect to transportation cancel-

lations due to inclement weather conditions: 

RADIO  STATIONS: 

CHED/CHQT/CISN/JOE FM  CHFA (CBC Fr.)  MAGIC 99 

CFRN 1260/THE BEAR/CFMG AM 930 (The Light)   CJC K-97 

CFCW       SHINE FM  CKER CBC          MIX 

96 (96 X) 

TV STATIONS: 

CITY TV    CFRN TV  GLOBAL TV   CBC TV 

Every effort will be made to have messages broadcast commencing no later than 6:30 am.  

TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
Please call the offices 

7:15 AM – 5:00 PM 



We would like to share information about a City of Edmonton project that is 
happening adjacent to the school. Our students will be actively engaging in this 
process as well.  
  
The Project 
As part of the Yellowhead Trail Freeway Conversion, City of Edmonton is re-
placing the noise wall along the south side of Yellowhead Trail from 97 Street 
to Fort Road. (The one with the spirited art work of the kids from your school!) 
  
The existing wall was built over 35 years ago and a City assessment found 
that the current wall was in fair to poor condition and was approaching the end 
of its service life. We have learned from City work with the surrounding com-
munities that the current space south of the wall has become an informal walk-
ing and cycling path. Other work done in the community tells us that the com-
munity would like more green space, improved lighting and safer sur-
roundings. With this in mind, the City is proposing a Noise Reduction System 
that shifts the wall closer to Yellowhead Trail, freeing up space for an attrac-
tive, landscaped shared-use path that creates an active transportation feature 
in the community. 
  
Here is the website with some drawings of what the project team has in mind. 
https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/noise-reduction-system.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so proud to announce that we are partnering with the City of Edmonton 
to  have the students involved in the new project. The City has been inspired 
by the children of St. Gerard’s and have incorporated a ‘make art on the wall’ 
feature that they will be exploring with the students.  
This includes curriculum connections as well as other learning opportunities.  
We will be meeting virtually with planners, designers and engineers as well as 
facilitating projects that will have the students learn more about the wall and 
it’s purpose. The City along with Soles and Company have also used the art 
on the wall to create a special treat for our students!! 
We thank the City of Edmonton and Soles and Company for including St 
Gerard in this project!!! 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmonton.ca%2Fprojects_plans%2Fnoise-reduction-system.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CNadine.PatelGuenther%40ecsd.net%7Cbd626de95df24bb0a41608d86a5634aa%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637


 

 

January 2021 

 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 

 

Every year, from January 18-25, Christians around the world join together for the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity. The Canadian Council of Churches shares the following: 

The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – calls us to pray and to 

work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creation. Drawing 

on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us to nourish unity with God and with one another 

through contemplative silence, prayer, and common action. Grafted into Christ the vine as many diverse 

branches, may we bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, with respect for and communion with all 

of creation. (https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2021-week-prayer-christian-unity-theme) 

 

Joining together in prayer and communion with others is an excellent way to begin our calendar year, especially 

on the heels of repeated periods of isolation over the past many months.  Visit weekofprayer.ca to learn more. 

 

The new calendar year marks the beginning of our planning for the 2021-22 school year.  This year, our planning 

will take on a very different look and feel.  Our schools will be holding virtual Open Houses so that students and 

families can still get a good sense of what is offered as they make their learning choices for the next school year.  

You can learn more about our Open Houses by visiting our school websites.  We are pleased to be taking regis-

trations online again this year.  Visit register.ecsd.net beginning January 11, 2021 to find your school and follow 

the steps to register if you are new to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  A complete listing of Open Houses can be 

found there as well. 

 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is excited to be building a new K-9 school in the Keswick and a new high school in 
Heritage Valley.  We would like to hear your voice in naming them!  The culture and ethos of the school commu-
nity will evolve from the name of a Catholic school.  The intention of the name is to support the mission of the 
Catholic school to be consistent with the mission of the Catholic Church and to establish and deepen the rela-
tionship of everyone in the school with the person of Jesus Christ as members of his Body, the Church.  Visit 
www.ecsd.net and click on the ‘name our schools’ graphic to view the guidelines for submitting a name.  Sub-
missions are electronic through the site and will be accepted until 4 pm on January 31, 2021. 

. . . 2 

In the fall, we hosted a virtual opportunity for parents and guardians to learn more about supporting their chil-

dren’s mental health during COVID-19 times.  We are pleased to offer a follow-up virtual event on January 19 

from 7-8 pm.  We have moved in and out of a virtual, remote existence in the past many months, and that has 

posed tremendous challenges to our mental health and wellbeing.  We are travelling in uncharted territory as 



parents and caregivers, and in addition to paying close attention to ourselves, we need to be extra vigilant 

with our young people.  It is our hope that this evening will give you a few more tools to help you support 

your families in establishing and maintaining good mental health in an increasingly digital world.  Visit our 

website for more information on the event and register early! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall.  Begin-

ning this month, our Religious Education Services (RES) will be sharing monthly articles on the topic to help 

bring it to life for our community.  This month, our RES Manager, Sandra Talarico, writes about the introduc-

tion and first two chapters.   

 

As we anticipate the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, I will leave you with a final word from our Holy Fa-

ther: “To pray is to light a candle in the darkness. #Prayer rouses us from the tepidness of a purely horizontal 

existence, lifts our gaze to higher things, makes us attuned to the Lord, allows God to be close to us; it frees 

us from our solitude and gives us hope.” (Twitter, 12/15/20)     

 

Many blessings in the New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 



 

Encyclical Letter: Fratelli Tutti 

of the Holy Father, Francis 

on Fraternity and Social Friendship 

A Summary 

Introduction 

Inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis gives us Fratelli Tutti, a proposal for a way of life 

marked by the flavour of the Gospel. It is a call to love others as brothers and sisters; to recognize 

and love every person with a love without limits; and to encounter others in a way that is capable 

of overcoming all distance and every temptation. Fratelli Tutti does not claim to offer a compre-

hensive teaching on fraternal love but seeks rather to consider its universal scope - the dignity of 

each and every human person. 

Chapter One: Dark Clouds Over A Closed World 

The first chapter describes the dark clouds that extend to all parts of the world, hindering the de-

velopment of universal fraternity and leaving many people wounded by the roadside, discarded 

and rejected. It reflects on the many distortions of the contemporary era: the manipulation and the 

deformity of democracy, freedom, justice; the loss of the meaning of the social community and his-

tory; selfishness and indifference toward the common good; the market system based on profit 

and the culture of waste; unemployment, racism, poverty; and the disparity of rights. While these 

inequities may tempt us to raise our arms in surrender, this is not the way to restore hope and 

bring about renewal. We must follow a culture of the other; of reviving the sense that we are a 

global community, and that our lifestyles, our relationships, the organization of our societies, and 

the meaning of our existence, matter. 

 

Chapter Two: A Stranger On The Road 

The second chapter is dedicated to this figure of the stranger on the road, wounded and cast 

aside amid the dark clouds of a closed world; a society that has turned its back on the suffering 

and care of its most frail and vulnerable. Just like the Good Samaritan, we are called to become 

neighbours to others, to overcome prejudices, personal interests, and historical and cultural barri-

ers. We are called to create a society that includes and integrates the fallen and the suffering. 

Pope Francis calls us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our own nations and of the world. He 

summons us to be builders of a new social order and to be aware that the existence of each and 

every individual is deeply tied to the other; that Christ is the face of the other. 

 

By Sandra Talarico 

Manager, Religious Education Services 



EPIPHANY, THEOPHANY – THE SHOWING FORTH OF GOD! 

 

 

Epiphany! Theophany! Two good Greek words expressing and proclaiming to the world the 
showing forth of God in His fullness. In the first centuries of Christianity, the feast of the 
Epiphany was regarded as a collective feast for it embraced other events in the life of Jesus 
which bore witness to His divinity – namely, His Nativity, the homage of the Wise Men 
from the East, the Baptism of the Lord in the river Jordan, the first miracle at the wedding 
in Cana of Galilee and the miraculous multiplication of the loaves. St. Augustine in his 
homily on the Feast of the Epiphany said: “Today we celebrate the mystery of the Epiphany 
on earth. Today God, by means of a star in the heavens, heralded His Nativity; and by bap-
tism in the Jordan, He sanctified water for the renewal of humankind; at a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee, He changed water into wine; and with five loaves of bread, He fed five thousand 
people.” 

In the Eastern Church (Ukrainian Catholic Church) the main emphasis of the feast is on the 
Baptism of the Lord in the river Jordan by John and the public manifestation of the incar-
nate Word to the world. Epiphany is the showing forth of God because it was there, at the 
Baptism of Jesus, that all three Persons of the Holy Trinity appeared for the first time. The 
Father’s voice testified from heaven that Jesus is the Son of God. The Son accepted His Fa-
ther’s testimony, and the Holy Spirit was seen descending from the Father in the form of a 
dove and resting upon the Son. 

“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as He came up from the water, suddenly the heav-
ens were opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
on Him. And the voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with Whom I am 
well pleased.’” (Matthew 3: 16-17) 

God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – plays an important role in the life and worship of eve-
ry Christian. In the Eastern Church we make the sign of the cross with the thumb and first 
two fingers representing the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. An Eastern Catholic 
brings these three fingers together to signify that s/he believes not in the three Gods but in 
One. We are baptized in the name of the Trinity; every liturgy in the Eastern Church begins 
with the name of the Trinity; we are blessed in the name of the Trinity; we confess our faith 
in the Holy Trinity when we say in the Nicene Creed: “I believe in One God, the Father, the 
Almighty… I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ… I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life…” 

 

 



The doctrine of the Trinity may seem incomprehensible and remote; yet it is one of the 
basic teachings of the Catholic Church. It is basic because it tells us so much about God, 
about how Christians have experienced His presence in the past and about how we may 
experience the fullness of His presence today. Saint Peter and the other apostles, for ex-
ample, knew God in three ways. They knew God as “Father”. They knew God as: “Son” 
in the person of Jesus Christ. On Pentecost they experienced God as “Holy Spirit”, as a 
presence and power within their own hearts and within the Church. 

The Trinity means that I believe in God the Father Who made me; God the Son Who 
saves me, God the Holy Spirit Who lives in me. God the Father: for us in love! God the 
Son: with us in grace! God the Holy Spirit: in us in power! 

 

Resources: “A Byzantine Rite. Liturgical Year.” Julian J. Katrij, OSBM. Basilian Fathers 
Publication. Detroit, 1983. 

http://lit.royaldoors.net/2013/12/09/january-6-2014-the-holy-theophany-of-our-lord-god-
and-saviour-jesus-christ/ 

 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

Fr. Julian Bilyj 

ECSD Chaplain 


