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Administrators’ Message 

I would first like to express my gratitude for such a warm welcome to St. Jerome School.  I am very 
excited to be your new principal and I look forward to working with all staff, students, families and 
community members.   

Lenten Season 

The season of Lent is a time of reflection and of turning our hearts to God. We turn our attention to 
growing spiritually so that we can fully cherish the joy of Easter. Lent helps us to listen more and 
pray, just as Jesus did in the desert. Through the acts of fasting, prayers and almsgiving we can 
more deeply share in the life of Jesus.   

Registration Season 

We are now accepting new registrations for the 2021-2022 school year. As well, parents of all 
current St. Jerome students will be asked to complete the Intention Icon in PowerSchool. This 
takes the place of the “Confirmation of Registration” form we sent in the past and also replaces the 
Transition Passport that was issued to grade six students choosing a different school for junior 
high. The letter sent to parents via Swift on Monday, February 22 explains the process in greater 
detail. If you have not already done so, please take a few minutes to read through the letter. We do 
ask that anyone planning to move their children to a different school please let us know as soon as 
possible so that we can assist with the transition and plan for staffing accordingly. Thank you! 

Science News 

This past month, the students at St. Jerome School have been involved in science challenges 
every second week.  These include building, problem solving, creative thinking and teamwork.  The 
students have been rising to each challenge and exceeding our expectations.  Way to go!  In the 
last week before Spring Break, the students will be engaging in daily science challenges.  These 
will encourage the students to extend their thinking and to take some risks in their learning.  

In March, St. Jerome will begin the Science Carousels, as has been a past tradition.  These will be 
held virtually, and the grade 6 class has kindly volunteered to be our first host class.  It will be 
exciting to see what our students are able to teach each class!  

Spring Break 

We would like to remind parents that the Thursday before Spring Break is a full day, with no early 
dismissal. We will dismiss at 12:00 on Friday, March 26 for Spring Break. School will resume on 
Tuesday, April 6 
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Together we will work very hard in the next weeks and then enjoy a well-deserved Spring Break 
and Easter weekend at the end of the month.  

Alicia Fenton   Alannah Muirhead 
Principal   Assistant Principal  

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

St. Jerome Open House 

This year we will be hosting a virtual Open House on March 11th at 6:30 pm.  Any parents who wish 
to attend should email the school and we will send a link to the Open Houe.  We will also be posting 
the link on our website, under Open House.  At the virtual Open House we will provide information 
about our kindergarten program as well as information pertaining to the entire school; we will give a 
tour of the school, and showcase all of the wonderful things happening at St. Jerome.  We welcome 
all who are interested in attending St. Jerome School next year to take part in our Open House. 
Thank you for spreading the good news about our fantastic school! 

 

Puddles and Spare Clothing 

Even though it is still cold out, the days are getting longer, and we know that spring is just around 
the corner. As the weather gets warmer and the snow begins to melt, we anticipate that our field will 
be filled with large puddles. Try as we might, we are not always successful in our efforts to keep 
children away from them. With that in mind, it might be prudent to send extra clothing with children, 
particularly socks and pants—at least until the fields dry up! Thank you! 

 

 
Mask Care 

Please ensure that your child has a couple of clean masks at school each day.  At. St. Jerome, we 
encourage students to take any cloth masks home on a regular basis, so that they can be washed 
and returned to school.  Disposable masks are also an excellent alternative.  Labeling masks is also 
extremely helpful.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

School Council Meeting 

Our next School Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 pm. This will again be a virtual 
meeting. A link to the meeting will be emailed to families and posted on the School Council page of 
our website on the day of the meeting. Please plan to join us! All parents are welcome. 



 

 

Parent Conferences 

Our Parent Conferences for students in kindergarten – grade 6 will take place in the afternoon and 
evening on Thursday, March 11. Discussion during Conferences will focus on student achievement to 
date with evidence of learning from projects and assignments students have completed to this point in 
the school year.  

Conferences will run from 1:15 to 4:00 PM and from 5:00 to 7:30 PM. Conferences will be held via 
Teams or phone call.  

 

Staff Faith Development Day 

Our second Staff Faith Development Day for this year is on Thursday, March 18. There will be no 
school for students on this day.  Staff will be engaging in faith-based professional development. 

  

 

 

 

Chief Superintendent’s Message 

“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the path we 
are taking, to find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound relationship with 
God, on whom everything depends.”   

(Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21) 
 

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the journey 
of Lent. It is not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to Jerusalem for his 
ultimate sacrifice. Our Holy Father invites us to look to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent 
as one where we commit our lives to always returning to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope 
shares that through the gift of the person of Jesus, God came to us so that he could take us by the 
hand and walk us towards the joy of salvation. 

Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past many 
months, we recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our schools 
have done an outstanding job at ensuring that students and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-
mitigation protocols are followed; these will continue for the duration of the pandemic. 

Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a model 
for online learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit from this 
learning option based on their learning style. This option is significantly different than the COVID-
inspired online platform presently in place, and a conversation with your child’s administration 
would be beneficial in understanding these differences as they pertain to your child’s learning 
needs. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210217_omelia-ceneri.html


We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each child 
before March 22. The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most efficient 
and cost-effective way of delivering the online experience based on family choice. By families 
making decisions that meet their needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust learning 
experience for every student. All online students will be given one opportunity to return to their 
community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no opportunity for students that want online 
learning to enroll after the start of the school year. 

Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each child 
for next year by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs of our 
students in both in-person and online learning. Click here to learn more 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last 
fall. This month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about 
chapter 5, A Better Kind of Politics, and chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article 
is included as an accompaniment to this newsletter. 

I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent is a 
humble descent both inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is not an 
ascent to glory, but a descent in love.” 

Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God.  

Sincerely, 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 

The Superintendent’s message is also available online: Chief Superintendent’s Message for March 

 

Ms. Talarico’s Message: Lent – Our Forty Days in the Desert 

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him 
to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it 
is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him.”  

-Matthew 4. 1-11  

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to take stock of our lives, to 
prepare ourselves physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the death and resurrection of 
Christ. For many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important times of the year. 
Unlike Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great anticipation, Lent is more frequently a 

https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/15294
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


time of solemn observance and preparation for Easter. From its start on Ash Wednesday, this year on 
February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we find ourselves, like Jesus, in the desert.  

As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows your weakness. He wants only 
your love, wants only the chance to love you.”  

-St. Teresa of Calcutta  

It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of Matthew as we remain 
shrouded in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the desert is still important; it helps us recall our need 
to stop and reflect; to prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives Lent is an invitation 
for us to accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ Jesus prepared himself, body and 
soul, for his ministry on earth. Even in the midst of temptation, Jesus revealed to us what it means to 
live out one’s humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God.  

Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will still observe the fast strictly, 
beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and abstinence of meat until Easter Sunday. 
Others will choose to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many other Christians will 
use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use of devotional books, and daily 
reflections. And even others will act generously as a way to place others first. In whatever way you 
recognize Lent and however you prepare for Easter, remember always to remain fixed on Christ; to 
follow him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty days and forty nights in the desert, to a life dedicated 
to serving God and serving others.  

Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services  

 

Fratelli Tutti – Chapter 5 & 6: Better Politics: Truly at the Service of the Common Good 

The pleading call for all societies to engage in “A Better Kind of Politics” is the focus of chapter 5 in 
Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti. In the midst of a world pandemic, political decisions that 
are “truly at the service of the common good” (par. 154) are not only needed, but essential!  

Pope Francis’s message is clear; we must engage in politics that takes into account more than just 
economics. Though economic growth is a necessary consideration, stable economies are not built 
solely on profit; stability also relies on putting social structures in place that support human dignity. 
“Populist” leaders (leaders that claim to represent the well-being of others, while in fact, pursuing their 
own agenda) who show a lack of compassion for all people, undermine the principles of human 
dignity. A “better kind of politics” (par. 154) would see leaders do the ‘right thing’ in the interest and 
benefit of all people, not just what is popular for short term benefit or gain. A better type of leadership 
considers “the need for a greater spirit of fraternity, but also a more efficient world-wide organization to 
help resolve the problems plaguing the abandoned and suffering in poor countries” (par. 165). As a 
society, our goal must be to engage in “healthy politics” (par. 177) — this is where we will see true 
reform and peace.  

Dialogue and the essential role it plays in creating a culture of “liberty, equality, and fraternity” (par. 
219) is at the heart of chapter 6 “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. Each of us has something to 
contribute; “each of us can learn something from others.” (par. 215) Currently, we live in a culture 
where social media exploits people’s weaknesses and makes them feel less worthy. Pope Francis 
says that when we engage in meaningful dialogue, we learn that “no one is useless, and no one is 
expendable.” (par 215) A country will flourish, when economics are not the sole focus and “when 



constructive dialogue occurs between its many rich cultural components: popular culture, university 
culture, youth culture, artistic culture, technological culture, economic culture, family culture and media 
culture.” (par. 199) When we take time to use social media for good — connecting with others, uniting 
in solidarity with others, and creating a sense of unity with others we “offer immense possibilities for 
encounter and solidarity.” (par. 205)  

It is in “respecting the truth of our human dignity and submitting to that truth” (par. 207) that we can 
build a great future for our children. This means recognizing other people’s right to be themselves and 
accepting diversity and positive change or progress in our world. This means finding the time and 
energy, in a world that spins so quickly around us, to show care, generosity, and compassion for 
others. The simple “gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen amid general 
indifference” (par. 224) is integral to building new pathways for a world of hope; a world with 
compassion and understanding.  

Susanna Kaup, Religious Education Services  
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St. Jerome Elementary 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Building 
Challenge #3 

Go Auto Lunch 
 
Gr. 6 Virtual 
Field Trip 

  Non-uniform 
Day 
 
Theme Day: 
Crazy Hair Day 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
  Go Auto Lunch  Open House 

 
Parent – Teacher 
Interviews 

Non-uniform 
Day 
 
Gr. 3/4 Virtual 
Field Trip 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
  Go Auto Lunch 

 
 

 District Faith 
Development 
Day – No school 
for students 

Non-uniform 
Day 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 Building 

Challenge #4 
Go Auto Lunch 
Building 
Challenge #5 
School Council 
Meeting 
@6:30pm 

Building 
Challenge #6 

Building 
Challenge #7 
 
Full Day 

Non-uniform 
Day 
Building 
Challenge #8 
Half Day 

 

28 29 30 31    
       

       

 

Spring Break! 
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