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Administrators’ Message 

In May, we celebrate all mothers.  We are so very thankful to all mothers, as well as those who 

provide the love and care of a mother.  We also celebrate our Blessed Mother Mary.  In the month 

of May, we remember the gentle, loving kindness of Mary; with Mary as our guide, we too practice 

being courageous, loving, and kind. 

With the last 2 months upon us, we have a great deal to look forward to, as well as much to 

celebrate.  We celebrate our grade 1 and 4/5 classes, who presented their Science Carousels this 

past month.  All students were able to demonstrate their leadership abilities, as they taught their 

fellow classes about a particular science concept.  We are so very proud of our students at St. 

Jerome!  In May, our grade 2 and 3/4 classes will have the opportunity to lead their Science 

Carousels.   

With the weather improving, our classes are taking part in more frequent Science Walks.  This is a 

wonderful time for our students to observe and reflect upon their surrounding environment.  Our St. 

Jerome Garden will also be underway soon.  In fact, some classes have already started planting 

seeds to transplant to the garden when it is ready.  With restrictions on clubs this year, classes will 

be taking part in the planting and maintenance of certain areas of the garden.  We look forward to 

seeing the fruits of our labour. 

We wish you a blessed spring!   

 

Alicia Fenton   Alannah Muirhead 

Principal   Assistant Principal  

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Campus Wear Dress Code 

Please remember that students need to be following the campus wear dress code on Monday – 

Thursday, which consists of navy blue bottoms and a white or navy blue top.  Tops should not include 

logos on them.  On Friday, students are given the option of wearing clothing of different colors.  

Please contact the school if you need support with campus wear.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 MAY 2021 



 

Student Sacraments 

Receiving the sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation are special times in a child’s life.  

We would like to celebrate these important occasions at St. Jerome School.  Please let us know if 

your child receives one of their sacraments and we will recognize him or her at school.  You may let 

us know by emailing Mrs. Fenton at Alicia.fenton@ecsd.net   

 

 

News on School Amalgamation 

Please read the information provided below from ECSD Educational Planning: 

 
 
 
 
 
Amalgamation of Schools 
In February, Educational Planning met with our school council to update us on the progress for the amalgamation of St. 
Nicholas, St. Bernadette and St. Jerome school.  You may find more information regarding the amalgamation by clicking 
this link https://www.ecsd.net/page/16019/amalgamations 
  
The Board of Trustees approved the 2022–2025 Capital Plan at the March public board meeting. The first year of the 
three-year plan highlights the increasing need for three new Catholic schools and one replacement school. 
• New high school in Castle Downs/Dunluce 
• New K-9 school in Lewis Farms/Secord 
• New K-9 school in Heritage Valley/ Cavanagh 
• Replacement K-9 school in Rundle Heights 
Please click on this link to read more information about the Capital Plan. https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-
capital-plan 
  
If you have further questions regarding the amalgamation, please speak with your school administrator or call 
Educational Planning 780-441-6000 
 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

School Council Meeting 

Our next School Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 18 at 6:30 pm. This will again be a virtual 

meeting. A link to the meeting will be emailed to families and posted on the School Council page of 

our website on the day of the meeting. Please plan to join us! All parents are welcome.  
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May 2021 

 

“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar kind of movement, with characteristics that make it a 
dynamism of growth, aimed at the full development of the person…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the 

Congregation for Catholic Education, 02/20/20) 

  

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, beginning May 10, 
we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic 
Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to explore 
the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of publicly funded 
Catholic education in Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 
course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual Humans of ECSD 
campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 
 

On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Councils 
and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our various 
planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our Division 
and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of greatest value in 
the education of their children. The four priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to 
Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School Councils (COSC) 
was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board Agenda Package by 
clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this engagement were used at the 
Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the Division Budget. Individual schools 
will use their specific results to inform their School Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 

 

The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new schools which were 
announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our students, staff, and the 
greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr 
Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School 
(Heritage Valley). 

  

We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-person learning 
after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a virtual learning 
environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to our educational 
system and look forward to being together again. 
 
May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time 
where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She 
also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth


God, made in the image and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Holy is Thy Name, 2017)  
 
Have a glorious May! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

 

 

 

  



 
  

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 

 

Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our 

Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics across the 

globe give thanks for the gift of Catholic 

Education through the celebration of the World 

Catholic Education Day. This year, the theme of 

Catholic Education Week in the province of 

Alberta is Those Who Hope in the Lord Shall 

Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s 

Catholic Education Week is taken from the book 

of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words 

of hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of 

challenges that we have experienced throughout 

this school year. “Today too, amid so much 

darkness, we need to see the light of hope and to 

be men and women who bring hope to others. 

To protect creation, to protect every man and 

every woman, to look upon them with 

tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of 

hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the 

heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” 

– Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of 

Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic 

Education Week in the month of May that in the 

Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a 

special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of God, 

is also the patron saint of our Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more 

about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and 

the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel 

testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 

words. She understood the work of the Holy 

Spirit unlike anyone else in the history, other 

than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are 

very few records of Mary’s obvious words in the 

texts of the New Testament. However, there is 

no lack of her presence at the most important 

events in the life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of her Son. Mary always 

encountered God in profound ways from the 

beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every 

encounter, she surrendered to love and was 

changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the 

Mother of God – Theotokos – the Greek word 

that means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is 

used throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s 

Liturgy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s 

deep Marian piety and devotion. An insistence 

of the Early Church Council on the use of the 

title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected 

an effort to preserve the teaching of the Church 

that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and 

that these two natures are always united in His 

One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of 

Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic 

Education Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, 

and that way be united in faith and prayer for 

Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of 

God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many 

of the paintings and icons, we stand united in 

prayer with her and grateful for the Catholic 

Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we 

celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 

10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 

faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the 

students whom we serve, their parents and 

families, and our trustees, administrators, 

teachers, and staff who make it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  

ECSD Chaplain 
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St. Jerome Elementary 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

  Go Auto Lunch Hats on for 
Mental Health 

 Non-Uniform 
Day 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Happy Mother’s 
Day! 

Gr. 6 Virtual 
Field Trip 

Go Auto Lunch   Non-Uniform 
Day 

Theme Day: 
Teacher Student 
Uniform Swap 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 Gr. 6 Virtual 
Field Trip 

Go Auto Lunch 

School Council 
Meeting @ 6:30 
pm 

Gr. 6 Women in 
Tech Day 

Gr. 1 Virtual 
Field Trip 

Non-Uniform 
Day 

Gr. 6 Virtual 
Field Trip 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

  Go Auto Lunch   Non-Uniform 
Day 

 

30 31      

       

           Mental Health Week 

                Gr. 3/4 and Gr. 6 at U School (on-site) 



 


