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September was a month of getting into new routines.  I am so impressed with our students and how they 
adjusted to the new rules and safety protocols!  Thanks for helping them with the transition back to school.  
We finished the month with two very significant events.  We recognized Orange Shirt Day a day early on 
September 29 and reminded students that every child matters.  Staff and students prayed for people that 
were in residential schools and for all others affected by residential schools.  We learned more about 
residential schools and students participated in activities focused on the importance of this day.  There was 
a lot of orange in St. Jerome!  Thanks for showing your support by wearing orange.  On September 30, we 
celebrated St. Jerome’s feast day.  Mrs. Muirhead and Mrs. Lema celebrated individual class liturgies that 
focused on St. Jerome.  We learned that St. Jerome is know for translating the bible, that he was a scholar 
and he also had a bit of a temper.  He needed God to guide him and help him live his best life and so he 
devoted his life to God. We thought about how we are all called to be everyday saints, and students 
completed a reflection activity to identify what daily actions they can take to be saintly.  We also enjoyed 
the vegetables from our school garden in the harvest soup served for lunch.  Thanks to Mrs. Lacika for 
making us such delicious soup!   
 
In October we give thanks for everything God has blessed us with. The grade 4 students will celebrate a 
liturgy with Father Glenn where they will receive their bibles.  Sister Anne will start making biweekly visits 
to St. Jerome students this month as well.  Staff professional development this month will focus on the 
school growth plan, personal growth plans, assessment, and finish with a faith-focused PD on October 29. 
 
Here are some important things to note in October: 
 Picture Re-take Day is Monday, October 5.   
 School Council AGM was Thursday, October 1.  If you tried to join the on-line meeting and were 

unsuccessful, we apologize for the technical difficulties we had.  It took until about 7:20 until we 
were able to start.  You are most welcome to join us for the next school council meeting on 
Tuesday October 27 at 6:30pm at school.  For more information, please contact Dianne Wozniak, 
School Council Chair at stjeromeparentcouncil@gmail.com . 

 Read-in Week is October 5 – 9.   This week students will have St. Jerome staff visit their classes and 
read to them as well as virtual readers.  They are also invited to dress up as their favorite storybook 
character on Thursday October 8.  There will be a guess the book character 
contest as well. 

 The school store is now closed.  The orders will now be processed and sent 
to school for distribution. 

 Go Auto Lunches are starting again on Tuesday, October 6.  Thank you to 
the parent volunteers that have agreed to help with lunch pick-up and 
delivery! 
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 Parents please ensure you do your homework!  This includes completing the registration 
verification in PowerSchool, completing the survey for at home or in school learning, and paying the 
school fee for the agenda book in PowerSchool. 

 St. Jerome’s Clothing Exchange will be by appointment.  If you would like to pick up additional 
second-hand clothing in school colors, please call the office to make an appointment.  If you have 
gently used, clean clothing to donate, please call the office to make an appointment to drop it off.  
780-479-5847. 

 St. Jerome School Council is a partner in the Rundle Heights Playground Redevelopment Project.  
We are in the fundraising stage and there are two easy opportunities to help.  First, we are doing an 
online 505/50 raffle via this link: https://rafflebox.ca/raffle/stjerome Please share this link with your 
family and friends as well.  Second, if you take bottles & cans to the Beverly Bottle Depot, please 
consider donating your refund to the project.  When turning in your bottles, say it is for the Rundle 
Heights Playground Redevelopment Project.   

 Halloween will be celebrated on Friday October 30.  Students are invited to come to school in 
costume and wear their costumes all day.  To maintain safety with treats we respectfully ask that 
NO FOOD be sent with students to share with their classmates.  The school will provide each child 
with a treat bag to bring home at the end of the day.  A reminder that students will still need to 
wear their non-medical cloth masks on the bus and in school as they would any other day.  Please 
consider this as you plan costumes with your child(ren).  The Halloween parade will be changed into 
a photo booth and all the photos will be presented in a slide show for the students to see in their 
classrooms on Friday afternoon. 

 AYP will be starting this month.  This year the program will run from the AYP office, every second 
Wednesday from 3:30 – 5:00pm.   

 The covid-19 shut down last spring impacted our plans to celebrate St. Jerome’s 50th anniversary.  If 
you have any stories, pictures, memories you’d like to share, please email them to 
stjerome50@ecsd.net .  Again, if you know any other St. Jerome alumni, please pass on the email 
address.  We hope to celebrate this anniversary later this school year. 

 
 
We are grateful for the gift of every member of our St. Jerome family!  May God bless you with peace and 
wisdom in October. 
 
Theresa Lema   Alannah Muirhead 
Principal   Assistant Principal 
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“Joy springs from a grateful heart. Truly, we have received much, so many graces, so many blessings, and we 
rejoice in this. It will do us good to think back on our lives with the grace of remembrance…Let us seek the 

grace of remembrance so as to grow in the spirit of gratitude. Let us ask ourselves: are we good at counting our 
blessings, or have we forgotten them?”   (Pope Francis, Homily, 09/24/15) 

 
Our Holy Father shared these words initially when he was preaching to a group of priests and religious in New 
York.  The message, however, is one that transcends vocation and age and whispers into all of our hearts.  It is 
so easy to lose our sense of gratitude and joy when we are being inundated with messages of fear, anxiety, 
and negativity at every turn, every day.  This year, more than ever, as we approach Thanksgiving, it is so 
important for us to take time to discern and to remember all of the goodness in our lives.  There are blessings 
in each of our lives, and it is important that we never lose sight of them.  Counting our blessings with gratitude 
is the first step of our journey to joy. 
  
The beginning of September seems so long ago.  There is no question that we are all learning as we move 
along the educational journey in Covid times.  Families and schools have all been focused on making learning 
“work” in an environment that is drastically different than the norm, all while trying to minimize anxiety for 
everyone. 
 
At the time of writing this article, our Division has an enrolment of 43,350 students with approximately 11,513 
of those students participating online.  Part of the understanding that we have gained as a Division is that we 
need proper time to be able to plan for and staff our different learning scenarios.  As a Division, we have hired 
96 teachers to support the learning choices that families made; thankfully, much of the cost of this is offset by 
the federal education pandemic funding that was announced in September.  We are very proud of the way our 
schools and departments were able to reconfigure in the few precious days between August 28, when parents 
finalized their Quarter 1 learning decisions, and the first student day on September 2.  In many cases, entire 
school timetables needed to be rebuilt and teaching assignments were changed.  
 
October sees Quarter 2 on the horizon, and this means families will have another opportunity to choose in-
school or online learning.  You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 with all of the information that 
you will need in order to make an informed decision for your children for the second quarter and beyond.  We 
need to have a firm commitment from our families well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so 
that we can arrange our staff appropriately. 
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I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ General Audience on September 2, 2020.  “The current 
pandemic has highlighted our interdependence: we are all linked to each other, for better or for worse. 
Therefore, to come out of this crisis better than before, we have to do so together; together, not alone… 
Either it is done together, or it is not done. We must do it together, all of us, in solidarity.” 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  
 
 

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 
singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 
Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges and difficulties that so 
many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving approaches, we have very little for which to be 
thankful. But scripture and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely different story. In fact, the passage 
invites us to praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and worship the God of love.  
The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to God. During the past year 
there may have been times when we felt abandoned or forgotten by God. But the psalm presents the entire 
earth as joined together, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast love endures forever. And in the same way 
that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for his goodness and 
mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good and he never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful 
love, even and especially during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come 
follow me, and I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot).  
During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good times and in the moments 
that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we too are called to be “good shepherds” in the 
environments where we live: in our families, at work, and in the community, sharing the Gospel message of 
love with everyone we meet.  
 
Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

    School Council AGM 
@7pm virtual meeting 

Custodian Appreciation 
Day 
Non-uniform day 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 Picture Re-takes 

World Teachers’ Day 
Go Auto Lunch: Turkey 
Sandwiches 

 Dress up as your 
favorite book character 

Non-uniform day  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 Thanksgiving Holiday: 

No School 
Go Auto Lunch: Roast 
Chicken with Veggies & 
Rice 

Grade 4 Bible Ceremony 
& Liturgy 

 Non-uniform day  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
  Go Auto Lunch: 

Macaroni & Cheese 
  Non-uniform day  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
  Go Auto Lunch: Beef 

Stew 
School Council Meeting 
@6:30pm 

 
Playground Virtual 
Meeting @6:30pm 

No School  
Faith PD Day 

Halloween Costumes 
may be worn all day 
Students still need their 
masks 

 

 

                                                   Read-In Week: The Theme is Read Around the World 

Parents & 
Guardians, 
Please 
ensure that 
you login to 
PowerSchool 
and 
complete the 
online 
verification 
for this 
school year.  
This needs to 
be 
completed 
for each 
child. 
 
 

Second 
opportunity 
to make a 
choice for 
your 
child(ren)’s 
learning 
location – 
online at 
home or in 
person at 
school 
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