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The season of Advent is upon us!  The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Highest, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ ~Luke 1: 30-33~ 

 
Imagine how overwhelmed Mary felt when she learned that she was going to be the Mother of God, 
that she was to bring His gift of love of humanity to life on Earth.  How does one prepare for such an 
incredible gift?  This is at the heart of our Advent journey.  God is sending us the amazing gift of salvation 
to be found in Jesus, whose kingdom has no end. In these upcoming weeks, let us prepare our hearts, 
our homes, and our lives to receive Him.   

This coming Sunday, November 29th, marks the start of Advent.  It is a time when we remind ourselves 
that God comes to awaken our hope and be our light. During this special season of “Peace on Earth” 
let us all strive to achieve the Spirit of Christmas by giving the lasting gift of peace to others, to ourselves, 
and especially to the members of our family. Our first Advent candle will be lit on Monday, November 
29th at 8:30 am in homerooms following annoucements. On December 18th , we will once again 
celebrate in our homerooms. 

As we approach the last month of  2020 we can reflect on how we have had a school year start up 
like never before.  We will look back one day and with some tears and joy look to how we got through 
it.  Many have not been so fortunate and have lost loved ones. Let us give thanks to almighty God, 
that we are well and alive.  Let us enter the new year with hope and new appreciation for just how 
fragile life can be.   
 
Our November School Council meeting was held on Microsoft Teams. We were pleased to share our 
School’s Growth Plan. Parents can read the School Plan for Continuous Growth which has been posted 
to our school website. Also, note that for your convenience,  we have also included a short version 
summary of our school goals within this newsletter.  

As we prepare for the Christmas season, we highlight for you some Advent scriptural passages along 
with reflections and prayer for the Advent season.  On behalf of the staff of St. John Bosco School, we 
wish each of our families a blessed Christmas holiday filled with peace, love, joy, and happiness in 
small numbers for all to stay safe. 
 
Ms. A. Esposito-Brady      Ms. D. Kowalchyk  
Principal        Assistant Principal    



 

REFLECTION/PRAYER  

An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come 

Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of the season and open your heart to prepare for 
the joy and hope of Christ's birth. Here is a sample prayer to use during the season to focus your heart and mind 
for the birth of Jesus Christ. 

This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 
Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 
You came as a baby born in a manger. 
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, 
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." 
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field. 
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 
~Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries 

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2020-21 

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates 
and events for the 2020-21school year.  Please note that dates are 
subject to change.   

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2020-21 

MONTH AT A GLANCE -DECEMBER 

To access the events for the month, click on the link below:  

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=pr+31
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EW2Bc4_5q1NLs1ablcFhBLgBSkOPQKETlcduKFlZQBSOVQ?e=mKSMYz
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EbZPEVLzAVRFowJZ72PDD5YBMqtNlj2Xon_7_MH_-QfP0A?e=NnI2Of


 

COVID-19 DAILY SAFETY SCREENING FOR CHILDREN UNDER 18  

As per the Quarantine Act, parents are reminded about the 
importance of completing daily screening prior to sending their 
children to school.  Please note that the newest, most current 

screening questionnaire is provided below for your information. Staff use COVID safety questionnaire 
found on the staff website. Parents are reminded that children with fever, cough, shortness of breath 
and/or loss of sense of taste or smell are to isolate for 10 days.  Children that have a chill, coughing, 
have running noses, feel unwell nausea, unexpected loss of appetite, muscle or joint ache, headache 
or conjunctivitis should stay at home and monitor for 24 hours. If symptoms improve after 24 hours, they 
can come to school.   

Students who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  

COVID 19 DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

SJB RE-ENTRY PLAN V5 --UPDATED 

A great big thank you goes out to all our parents for their diligence in helping to stop the spread by 
sending their children to school with masks.  We appreciate you monitoring your child’s health with 
daily screening and calling our office to seek further clarification before sending them. We want you 
to always take the side of caution and not send your child if you are unsure.  Call us and we will guide 
you!  

Further to the information shared by the Premier and AB Education our Division has thus far provided 
the following information sent out to parents on November 25th. 

Our students from Kindergarten to grade 6 will continue with their learning as they have been.  

Online students will continue with their online learning while students who are in-person at school will 
also continue in-person. 

Additional details for students from Kindergarten to Grade 6:  

• November 30 - December 18: Elementary students continue in their current learning option. 
• December 19 - January 3: All staff and students out for Christmas break. 
• January 4 to 8 - All elementary students will be learning online for the week.  
• January 11 onwards all elementary students will resume their current learning option.  

o Those students that were in online learning continue in that format until end of June. 
o Those students that were in school learning will continue in that format until end of June. 

• Elementary bussing will continue as was always scheduled. 

As in previous versions of our SJB Re-Entry Plan we ask that you look for the highlights in yellow to indicate 
where revisions were made and read the details in the respective sections.  

Please understand that while we have had 2 more cases recently, know that our risk mitigation 
processes are strong and in place as they should be. As the AHS CMOH continues to communicate,  it 
is essential that people continue to be mindful, aware, and diligent.  

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening%2FCovid%2D19%20Safety%20%2D%20Screening%20Questionnaire%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FRe%2DEntry%20Plan%2FDaily%20Health%20Screening
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EUxxSZMcZu5MrRHdyJvnxhsBcFE7zZfz84dNPachCeClcg?e=1BNKUU


 

DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF SICK! We will continue to call parents to pick up their children 
if they are exhibiting symptoms as noted in the screening form above. We need you; we cannot do this 
alone!!! 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE ALL STICK TO THE RULES DURING THE CHRISTMAS BREAK!   

DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL IF YOU HAVE NOT ADHERED TO THE RULES AS PRESENTED BY 
THE PREMIER.  

There should not be larger gatherings in effect at this time and while it is difficult not to see extended 
family in a larger group setting, it is our current reality. Better not to see them now then to be faced 
with the potential reality of never seeing them again! 

Please open the link below to access our updated Re-Entry Plan V5. Note that the yellow highlights 
show the most current updates.  For your convenience, we continue to include the FAQ for Parents 
within our newsletters.   

SJB Re-Entry Plan V5 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONs – COVID FAQ FOR PARENTS  
 
A FAQ for Parents, which was constructed through the collective efforts of a group of staff and parents 
helps to explain our processes and understand the measures and planning we have in place behind 
the scenes in the event that a classroom cohort is required to isolate at home for the mandatory 14 
days as a result of a confirmed Covid case.  We thank those parents and staff who worked 
collaboratively and shared their suggestions in the construction of this document. We hope you find it 
useful and helps alleviate some stress and anxiety. To access the document, click on the link below. 
 
SJB Covid FAQ For Parents 
 
 
To access the established protocol related to student illness, please click on the link below.  
SJB Student Illness Protocol 
We want to reassure parents that in the event of a Covid-19 positive case, we as an administration 
team have been trained and have clear protocols to follow as established by ECSD in collaboration 
with AHS.   
  
 
The following link outlines the process we follow when a positive COVID-19 is identified:  
SJB Positive Covid-19 Protocol  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/ER8jte5CrTZLtfZp_ruOIbMBBoayPG2kwnwDusD2hGXNYA?e=eC8Obn
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/A%20COVID-19%20PROTOCOLS%20INFO/2020%2021/ADMIN%20PROTOCOL%20PROCEDURES/SJB%20%20PROTOCOL%20ITEMS/6%20FAQ%20FOR%20PARENTS.docx?web=1
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EcAq_UIGELNHoPpXjLTRWWIBPOsHu3AxI1H1-qkgkxG1fg?e=dSIGwG
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EeSkcGg2K6BAoT5cv-q5olkBlrFCiXMe3Tso-yDiFQdjMw?e=jSWYov


 

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER 
please see link for tips for dressing appropriately for the weather and various 
outdoor activities. 

https://activeforlife.com/how-to-dress-for-the-weather-in-every-season/ 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE COMMUNITY SCHOOL FAMILIES 

Now that quarter 2 is up and running just a few reminders for our online families. 

• Please ensure you check the google classroom from your child’s teacher each week for your 
schedule as schedules can change week to week. Students need to come on to the teams 
meeting only at their assigned times. 
 

• Students need to have a quiet workspace with headphones, this is for all students in the teams 
meeting to have an optimal learning environment where all have the least amount of distractions. 

ONLINE STUDENT ITEM PICK UP – on December 8th  

Your online teacher will be meeting the students/parent at the East doors in the parking during the 
time listed below.  As such, please be aware that they will not be online in the morning and are 
asked to work on activities posted in their google classrooms. 

Each child has a variety of items for pick up: such as,  2019-20 homeroom composite pictures and 
yearbooks, agendas,  and/or a birthday pencil.   

Please come at your assigned times with a mask on and physically distanced.   

K-1 Students 9:00-9:45 
2/3 Students 9:50-10:50 
4/5 Students 11:00-11:50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://activeforlife.com/how-to-dress-for-the-weather-in-every-season/


 

WHAT IS ADVENT  

What is Advent? 
Some people may know that Advent serves as an 
anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to 
Christmas. That is only part of the story. 

Justin Holcomb 
 
"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are 
troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and 
imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to 
come." ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

"God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit. During this Advent season, I will 
keep alert and awake, listening for your word and keeping to your precepts. My hope is in you." ~ 
Matthew Kelly 

What Is Advent? History & Meaning 

For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year, there may be some confusion surrounding the 
meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent season focuses on 
expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to 
Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s more to Advent. 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation 
of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, 
Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, 
the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 
2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 
2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting 
to prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. 

By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the 
“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second 
coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season 
was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 

Advent Today - Dates for 2020 

Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At that time, the new 
Christian year begins with the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas Eve 
until Epiphany on January 6. Advent begins on Sunday that falls between November 27th and 
December 3rd each year) Advent 2020 begins on Sunday, November 29th, and ends on Thursday, 
December 24.  
 

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as 
God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The church is in 
a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful 

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+1%3a29
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ac+2%3a17
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=heb+1%3a2


 

expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s past gracious actions on their 
behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis, they called for God once again 
to act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming in 
celebration while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s 
kingdom when he returns for his people. In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
perfectly represents the church’s cry during the Advent season: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now sings the 
song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future. 

Advent Liturgy and Practice 

To balance the two elements of remembrance and anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent 
(through December 16th) look forward to Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays (December 
17th – 24th) look backward to remember Christ’s first coming. Over the course of the four weeks, 
Scripture readings move from passages about Christ’s return in judgment to Old Testament passages 
about the expectation of the coming Messiah to New Testament passages about the announcements 
of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels. 

 

While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping, lights and decorations, 
and joyful carols, Advent is intended to be a season of fasting, much like Lent, and there are a variety 
of ways that this time of mourning works itself out in the season. Reflection on the violence and evil in 
the world causes us to cry out to God to make things right—to put death’s dark shadows to flight. Our 
exile in the present makes us look forward to our future Exodus. And our own sinfulness and need for 
grace lead us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew his work in conforming us into the image of Christ. 

One catechism describes Advent spirituality beautifully: “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of 
Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the 
long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second 
coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: ‘He 
must increase, but I must decrease.’” 

Advent Wreath and Candles 

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A 
Lutheran minister working at a mission for children created a 
wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small 
red candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The 
red candles were lit on weekdays and the four white candles 
were lit on Sundays. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p122a3p3.htm


 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life during winter 
and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes possible. Advent 
candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like holly and berries, are 
sometimes added. Their red color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize 
the new life that Jesus brings through His resurrection. Families begin lighting a candle on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas, and they light another candle each subsequent Sunday. 

The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves four candles. A new candle is lit on each 
of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different, although traditions 
vary. The four candles traditionally represent hope, faith, joy, and peace. Often, the first, second, and 
fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-colored. Sometimes all the candles are red; in other 
traditions, all four candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle 
and is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

Excerpt from Advent Wreath & Candles: Understanding the Meaning, History and Tradition 

Advent and Christian Life 

While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than that. It 
is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of Christmas can be fully understood and appreciated, 
and it is only in the light of Christmas that the Christian life makes any sense. It is between the fulfilled 
promise of Christ’s first coming and the yet-to-be-fulfilled promise of his second coming that Karl 
Barth penned these words: “Unfulfilled and fulfilled promise are related to each other, as are dawn and 
sunrise. Both promise and in fact the same promise. If anywhere at all, then it is precisely in the light of 
the coming of Christ that faith has become Advent faith, the expectation of future revelation. But faith 
knows for whom and for what it is waiting. It is fulfilled faith because it lays hold on the fulfilled promise.” 
The promise for Israel and the promise for the church is Jesus Christ; he has come, and he will come 
again. This is the essence of Advent. 

Advent Readings 

Advent readings are themed Scripture readings for each Sunday of Advent. The four weeks of Advent 
are broken down into the themes: 

 
1. Hope (or promise) 
2. Preparation (waiting or prophecy) 
3. Joy (peace) 
4. Love (adoration) 

 
One of the beautiful things about the Advent readings above is that they offer churches the 
opportunity to include both young and old into their services, and the same can be true of private 
family devotions around the Advent wreath as well. By this point, you’ve probably realized that there 
is no set criteria for who should read the Advent readings in church. In some denominations, the lead 
pastor or worship leader may read the Advent reading, as a way of leading the congregation in 
worship. Read samples of readings to use at our article "What are Advent Readings & Why Are They 
Important? 

Also read Advent Bible verses at BibleStudyTools.com - The 28 Scriptures can be broken into 4 weeks 
with a passage for each day!  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/advent-wreath-candles-understanding-the-meaning-history-tradition.html
http://www.amazon.com/christmashardcover/dp/b001d7daqa/?tag=justholc-20
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-are-advent-readings.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-are-advent-readings.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/advent-bible-verses/


 

 

Justin Holcomb is an Episcopal priest and teaches theology at Reformed Theological Seminary and 
Knox Theological Seminary. Justin wrote On the Grace of God and co-authored with his wife Lindsey Rid 
of My Disgrace and Save Me from Violence. He is also the editor of Christian Theologies of Scripture. 
You can find him on Facebook, Twitter, and at JustinHolcomb.com. 

 
This article is part of our larger Christmas and Advent resource library centered around the events leading up to the birth of 
Jesus Christ. We hope these articles help you understand the meaning and story behind important Christian holidays and 
dates and encourage you as you take time to reflect on all that God has done for us through his son Jesus Christ! 

SOURCE: https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE- ADVENT CELEBRATION -MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 

During Advent, students will be learning about the Advent season and how we 
prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. We will be having two celebrations on 
broadcast to celebrate the First Week of Advent on Monday, November 30th 
and the Fourth Week of Advent on Friday, December 18th. These celebrations 
will be led by the Grade 1 Team and the Broadcast Team. During weeks 2 and 
3, students will participate in classroom celebrations as they light another candle of the Advent wreath. 
As we approach Christmas, our hearts will be ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS - SJB Online Food Bank Fundraiser 
In keeping with our continued efforts towards social justice service as a school wide 
community we share with you our Food Bank fundraiser! 

This Advent season please consider donating to the Food Bank, as through the support of 
our SJB community to the Food Bank we will provide food for many families in need. Any 
small bit will make a huge impact on the lives of those that are going hungry.  

By donating online to our SJB Food Bank Fundraiser, we are reducing the risk of COVID exposure while 
still supporting families in need.   

Click on the link to donate online, https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-
elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/ 

This fundraiser ends December 10th.  

Matthew 15: 34-37 

34 “Jesus asked them, “How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few small 
fish.” 35 Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves 
and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and 
the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And all of them ate and were filled; and they 
took up the broken pieces left over seven baskets full.” 
 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433536390/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433536390&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433515989/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433515989&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433515989/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433515989&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802410243/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0802410243&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0814736661/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=justholc-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0814736661
https://www.facebook.com/justinholcomb
https://twitter.com/justinholcomb
http://justinholcomb.com/
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/
https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/


 

ECSD ‘DREAMS FOR KIDS’ & CSS ‘SIGN OF HOPE’ - SJB Online Christmas Fundraiser   
With our continued efforts towards social justice service as a school wide 
community we are happy to share with you our Christmas fundraiser! 
This Advent season we are selling beautiful, locally grown poinsettias 
and Christmas evergreen arrangements to help raise money for our 
ECSD "Dreams for Kids Foundation" and Catholic Social Services "Sign of 
Hope".  By making a beautiful Christmas plant purchase you are giving 

struggling families a chance to find stability for their children, providing nutritious meals to those in need, 
ensuring crisis counselling is accessible to those struggling with their mental health, enabling homeless 
youth to access a safe place, and more.   
This fundraiser runs from November 17 to November 28 (midnight). 
Click on the link to access online https://stjohnbosco.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home 
 
By purchasing a beautiful plant, not only will you be spreading Christmas cheer, you will also be 
supporting an amazing cause right here in our community.  All orders will be delivered to St. John Bosco 
school and we will communicate when orders will need to be picked up.  Parents will conveniently be 
able to pick up through our lay-by on Dec. 10 & 11 (time to be determined and communicated via 
SWIFT). 
By placing your order and paying online we are reducing the risk of COVID exposure while still 
supporting our fundraising efforts.  
 
Thank you for your support, thank you for choosing HOPE!  
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR - RUNS FROM NOV. 23- DEC. 2 
 

This year, the St. John Bosco Scholastic Book Fair is 
going VIRTUAL!!!  We know how much our students look 
forward to the Book Fairs each 
year.  They have been amazing 

events that have brought excitement for reading and towards books.  The 
Book Fair has sparked the joy of reading in so many of our students throughout the years and we are 
excited to continue to offer this opportunity for our families.  
 
Parents and students are able to access our Scholastic Book Fair online between November 
23rd at December 2nd.  This is online shopping at its finest!!!  Please read the attachment for all the details 
about St. John Bosco's upcoming Virtual Scholastic Book Fair. 
 

• The user-friendly link is https://bookfairs-canada.myshopify.com/pages/5149166  
• Website is available 24 hours a day for the duration of the Book Fair 
• Families can share this link with grandparents and anyone else they know!!!  For example, 

grandparents can place an order and have the books shipped to the student’s address. 
• Shipping is FREE with a $35 order and will arrive directly to the student’s house 
• From 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 2nd, shipping is FREE for ALL orders 

(regardless of total)!!! 
• Books will arrive in time for Christmas – woohoo!!!  (A great place to do Christmas shopping...) 
• Payment can be made with credit card or VISA Debit 

https://stjohnbosco.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookfairs-canada.myshopify.com%2Fpages%2F5149166&data=02%7C01%7Clana.garcia%40ecsd.net%7Cb6ac798b5415496df1d608d86df682c1%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637380253128940254&sdata=E3J%2BvTIQwSUgd6lT0v%2BE8K4H%2BdDqRYajDOEsZhGLRww%3D&reserved=0


 

• A portion of sales goes to our school in order to buy more books and resources for the students 
to use 

• Book donations will still be very much appreciated!!! 
• Please contact Mrs. Garcia at (780) 471 – 3140 or lana.garcia@ecsd.net if you have any 

questions regarding our virtual Book Fair. 

NOTICE RE CANCELLATION OF YELLOW BUSES DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry 
announcements with respect to transportation cancellations due to 
inclement weather conditions. Every effort is made to announce such 
cancellations no later than 6:30 am. 

RADIO STATIONS 

630 CHED   AM 930 The Light CJCA          CBC   
CISN FM 103.9   SHINE 105.9 FM     CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
THE CHUCK FM 92.5  TSN 1260      CFCW 840  
INEWS 880 AM   95.7 CRUZ FM               CAPITAL FM 96.3                            
KISS FM 91.7   The Bear 100.3 FM       K97 97.3 
UP! 99.3 FM   SONIC 102.9 FM    102.3 NOW! Radio 
HOT 107 FM   104.9 VIRGIN Radio 

TV STATIONS 
 

CITYTV           CTV Edmonton     GLOBAL Edmonton       CBC TV 

READ-A-THON SUCCESS  

To continue our work and school goal of building school wide literacy we hosted 
our annual Read-a-thon in October.   We are happy to say that our Read-a-thon 
was successful, and we were able to raise a total of $ 3,185.25 

We would like to thank all of our staff, students and parents for their hard work and 
generosity in making our Read-a-thon a success!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL (SC) MEETING – JANUARY 20, AT 6:30 PM 

School Council, the Parent Fundraising Society and room representatives are 
committed to collaborating and supporting the school towards enhancing 
student programming. The role these groups play is invaluable as they work 
closely with the school, staff, and administration.   

Our next School Council Meeting will be held on January 20, at 6:30 pm. We 
look forward to discussions on traffic safety issues along the east side of the school and the neighboring 
Cul de sac areas that are being impacted.  Please bring your ideas and suggestions of how we can 
get parents involved to help.  

 

 

mailto:lana.garcia@ecsd.net


 

JJ BOWLEN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
 

Historically, the vast majority of our Grade 6 students attend J.J. Bowlen 
School for Junior High. For this school year, JJB’s Open House was 
scheduled for the evening of Thursday February 4 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
However, due to the ongoing pandemic, it appears that they will be 

unable to have an in-person Open House. We have been in touch with them and they have advised 
us that they will be getting creative in how best to provide prospective students and their families 
with the information needed to make an informed Junior High School decision. Please watch for 
more on this in our January Newsletter.    

HOME READING PROGRAM - BOSCO BOOKWORN REWARDS 

We are very excited to celebrate our ongoing monthly ‘Bosco Bookworm’ Home 
Reading Program.  This year with the pandemic, we have had to adapt our way 
of doing things. To that end, we were happy to alter the home reading program 
rewards for the children by introducing a ‘FREE BOSCO BOOK’ in lieu of having 
pizza lunch with me.  

It has been a wonderful experience to witness the excitement from all our St. John Bosco students as 
they enter their names into a monthly draw for a FREE BOOK! Over the past few years, our SJB Home 
Reading Program has already proven to be a GREAT SUCCESS and I look forward to continuing to 
watch the enthusiastic attitude and love for reading.   

BOSCO BOOKWORM AWARD MONTHLY RECIPIENTS Congratulations to the following students whose 
names have been drawn for October’s Bosco Bookworm Award:  

OOA: 
Aiden R. 

1A:  Sara F.          2B:  Luca P. 3B:  Bella 
K. 

4A:  Cain C. 5B:  Vy N. 6A:  Ava H. 

OOB: TJ B-
M. 

1B:  Antonia 
S. 

2C:  Isaac B.-
M. 

3C:  Tudor 
B. 

4B:  Deklan 
K.  

5C: Mila 
K. 

6B:  Jack W. 

OOC: Evan 
K. 

1C:  Danijela 
Z. 

2D:  Sofia C.  4C:  Ariana 
M. 

 6C: Matteo A. 

OOD: Erick 
T. 

1D: Zayn S.       6D: Prisha N. 

 

Please note that your child will choose a new book to celebrate their love of reading! 

We are hoping that we can continue to work together towards encouraging children to read daily to 
open the many doors that reading has to offer! 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on 
the following link: Superintendent's Message 

 
 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EZ4nCd8nvlhAkMXAMrnQIyQBrUIjxhVVL1y1E0sMEiAj7g?e=89xzGu


 

DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 
Each month, we are committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information.  

To access that information please click on the following link: Religious, Spiritual News 
and Information  

 

 
FOCUS ON HEALTH & WELLNESS  
Although the holiday season is filled with lots of joy,  sometimes it can also 
leave one  feeling overwhelmed. If things get too busy, we sometimes lose 
track of our overall health and wellness. Here is a holiday season wellness kit 
for you—containing articles to help you stay healthy during  the holiday and 
winter season. There are also some fun word games for you to try! 

Click on the link for your wellness kit to enjoying yourself and staying well 
during the holidays! 

Fun, healthy treats to enjoy during the Christmas season! 
http://www.appleschools.ca/files/Healthy_Celebrations_-Christmas.pdf  

Eat, move, and play through the holidays! 
http://www.appleschools.ca/files/Eat,_Move_and_Play_Through_the_Holidays_Newsletter.pdf 

FOCUS ON MATH 

With the extra family time this holiday season, take some time to play some math games together as 
a family. 

A great way to engage kids who would otherwise loathe math practice (and also just a fun way for 
anyone to review important skills!) is to play a game.  Card games and dice games strengthen math 
skills in a fun way.   

So, what are some simple games for kids to play at home) to reinforce math skills? Here are a few 
easy math games with cards and dice – complete with variations to practice additional skills. 

9 simple but Fun Math Games for kids  

https://mathgeekmama.com/best-math-card-games/ 

 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EWQk2y4TblRKl9Xa8T-ZDTMBUdDAKjGY5CnzrM2WKFuHeg?e=nhqHnz
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EWQk2y4TblRKl9Xa8T-ZDTMBUdDAKjGY5CnzrM2WKFuHeg?e=nhqHnz
http://www.appleschools.ca/files/Healthy_Celebrations_-Christmas.pdf
http://www.appleschools.ca/files/Eat,_Move_and_Play_Through_the_Holidays_Newsletter.pdf
https://primarydelightteaching.com/my-favorite-games-to-practice-math-skills/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=1055171748_49639452_553650
https://mathgeekmama.com/best-math-card-games/
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