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Newsletter  

St. John Bosco Catholic School 
7411-161A Ave NW     Edmonton, AB.  T5Z 3V4      Phone: 780.471.3140      Fax: 780.471.3293  

December 2021 
Administrators’ Message 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise, I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be 
saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”   (Jeremiah 33: 14-16) 

This first reading from the First Sunday of Advent is one that is filled with 
hope for the people of God. Jeremiah prophesied during incredibly 
turbulent times for the Israelites. He spoke of the promise of a new 

covenant with God, and the salvation that it would bring to all people. This message is at the heart of 
Advent.  It reminds us to rise above the turbulent times around us and to know that God is going to 
send us the greatest gift of His saving grace and love in the presence of the Baby Jesus. 

In the Advent season the Church's memory becomes reflected through the memory of Mary. To 
identify with Mary in faith during this season of Advent is to be open to receive what she received. The 
first gift was that of a profound sense of gratitude for the warmth of God's love given to her in Christ. 
God is sending us the amazing gift of salvation to be found in Jesus, whose kingdom has no end. In 
these upcoming weeks, let us prepare our hearts, our homes, and our lives to receive Him.  To reflect 
further on the Advent journey, click on the videos provided here- https://youtu.be/SA-gx-PWB0A and 
https://youtu.be/eC0FGQLBp7w. This coming Sunday, November 28, marks the start of Advent.  It is a 
time when we remind ourselves that God comes to awaken our hope and be our light. During this 
special season of “Peace on Earth” let us all strive to achieve the Spirit of Christmas by giving the lasting 
gift of peace to others, to ourselves, and especially to the members of our family. Our first Advent 
candle will be lit on Monday, November 29th at 8:30 am in homerooms following annoucements. On 
December 17 , we will once again celebrate in our homerooms. 

As we approach the last month of 2021, let us give thanks to almighty God, that we are well and alive. 
and there continues to be better news in the future. Let us enter the new year with hope and new 
appreciation for just how fragile life can be.   
 
Our November School Council meeting was held on Microsoft Teams. We were pleased to share our 
School’s School Plan for Continuous Growth which has been posted on our School’s Assurance 
Dashboard, which is on our school’s website 
athttps://datavisualizationpublic.ecsd.net/home/GrowthPlan?SchoolId=1024 

https://youtu.be/SA-gx-PWB0A
https://youtu.be/eC0FGQLBp7w
https://datavisualizationpublic.ecsd.net/home/GrowthPlan?SchoolId=1024
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As we prepare for the Christmas season, we highlight for you some Advent scriptural passages along 
with reflections and prayer for the Advent season.  On behalf of the staff of St. John Bosco School, we 
wish each of our families a blessed Christmas holiday filled with peace, love, joy, and happiness in 
small numbers for all to stay safe. 
 
Ms. A. Esposito-Brady      Ms. D. Kowalchyk  
Principal        Assistant Principal    

REFLECTION/PRAYER  

In the hustle and bustle that leads up to our celebration of Christmas, many of us find ourselves 
asking, "What's it all about?" We sometimes wonder in the rush, the stress and the hurry, whether we 
have somehow missed the real meaning of it all.  

Christmas is, first and foremost, about God’s Love. God loves us so much that God gave us the most 
precious gift imaginable, Jesus, God's own Son. That's the heart of Christmas. 

At Christmas, we remember that Jesus was born in poverty, in a stable among the poorest people 
and the farm animals. What does this mean for us today? We may have also felt the same isolation 
this past year.  Unable to celebrate birthdays, holidays, and important events like we had in the past, 
before Covid.  Jesus was born, not in the pomp and circumstance of jubilation, but in the humble 
isolation as is a human child; Surrounded by love.   

We often hear the phrase "Keep Christ in Christmas" and we wonder how to do that. I think that Jesus 
himself gave us the best insight; if you want to keep Christ in Christmas, look around you, and look for 
Him. He is here. Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe those in need, forgive the guilty, 
welcome the stranger, care for the sick, and love your enemies.  Reach out through a video chat or 
write letters to family.  Our school community has and will continue to support the disadvantaged, 
through the many projects we do each year.  With our students, we pray for all those in need of 
Mercy and forgiveness this Christmas.  Please take a few moments, especially at your special family 
Christmas meal and pray the same. ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ because He is the ‘heart of Christmas’. 

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates and 
events for this school year.  Please note that dates are subject to 
change.  

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE -NOVEMBER  

To access the events for the month, click on the link below:  

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EZM-i_AetaxKpx-JZt897moBSoT_lzw-OMLGQINti_zJjg?e=O6amF2
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/ESDSPmmEKbRAkEdHrVHQUgABW6se3pDXrnuG23zoj_HiRA?e=O5FO7z
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SJB COVID 19 SCHOOL PLAN 2021-22   

Our SJB Covid 19 School Plan addresses the provincial measures to implement health and safety 
measures. Our priority continues to be to maintain in-person learning for students and staff. To that end, 
we will continue to take a measured approach towards ensuring optimal safety for all your children 
and our staff to keep our school as healthy and safe as possible.  
 
Our School Plan, as well as the current health and safety practices within our school, such as proper 
hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting, mask use, and getting 
vaccinated, will help in making our school the safest it can be.  
 
COVID-19 SAFETY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE- DAILY 

As you know, as parents you play a key and vital role by keeping your 
children home when symptomatic or sick. Please use the Daily Health 
Screening Questionnaire before sending your child to school. 

Daily Health Screening Questionnaire 

• The Alberta Health Daily Checklist has been recently revised for children who are close 
contacts of a family member who has tested positive for Covid.   

• It is now a recommendation for students and siblings to isolate for 14 days before returning to 
school. The 14-day isolation begins on the last day of exposure.  

• Teachers will post work in the Google Classroom for your student to complete each day. 
Please feel free to contact the teacher or the office if you have any questions.  

All students and staff and parents entering the school are asked to complete a daily screening 
questionnaire as a best practice towards ensuring that students are healthy and should be coming to 
school. Staff use the same tool to self-assess.  

Parents are reminded that children that are coughing, have running noses and 
present with a temperature should not be at school.  

Students who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  

WHAT IS ADVENT  

What is Advent? 
Some people may know that Advent serves as an anticipation of Christ’s 
birth in the season leading up to Christmas. That is only part of the story. 

Justin Holcomb 
 

"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to 
be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come." ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

"God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit. During this Advent season, I will 
keep alert and awake, listening for your word and keeping to your precepts. My hope is in you." ~ 
Matthew Kelly 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EVBK3gHZVqlKpYaVJ8wusIcBJ46Tn3b2YRZ1L61OIn4LLA?e=moRU2D
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
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What Is Advent? History & Meaning 

For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year, there may be some confusion surrounding the 
meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent season focuses on 
expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to 
Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s more to Advent. 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation 
of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, 
Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, 
the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 
2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 
2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting 
to prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. 

By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the 
“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second 
coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season 
was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 

Advent Today - Dates for 2020 

Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At that time, the new 
Christian year begins with the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas Eve 
until Epiphany on January 6. Advent begins on Sunday that falls between November 27th and 
December 3rd each year) Advent 2020 begins on Sunday, November 29th, and ends on Thursday, 
December 24.  
Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as 
God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The church is in 
a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful 
expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s past gracious actions on their 
behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis, they called for God once again 
to act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming in 
celebration while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s 
kingdom when he returns for his people. In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
perfectly represents the church’s cry during the Advent season: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now sings the 
song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future. 

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+1%3a29
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=joh+2%3a1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ac+2%3a17
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=heb+1%3a2
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Advent Liturgy and Practice 

To balance the two elements of remembrance and anticipation, 
the first two Sundays in Advent (through December 16th) look 
forward to Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays 
(December 17th – 24th) look backward to remember Christ’s first 
coming. Over the course of the four weeks, Scripture readings move 
from passages about Christ’s return in judgment to Old Testament 
passages about the expectation of the coming Messiah to New 
Testament passages about the announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels. 

 

While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping, lights and decorations, 
and joyful carols, Advent is intended to be a season of fasting, much like Lent, and there are a variety 
of ways that this time of mourning works itself out in the season. Reflection on the violence and evil in 
the world causes us to cry out to God to make things right—to put death’s dark shadows to flight. Our 
exile in the present makes us look forward to our future Exodus. And our own sinfulness and need for 
grace lead us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew his work in conforming us into the image of Christ. 

One catechism describes Advent spirituality beautifully: “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of 
Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the 
long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second 
coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: ‘He 
must increase, but I must decrease.’”  

Advent Wreath and Candles 

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a mission for 
children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and four 
large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and the four white candles 
were lit on Sundays. 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life during winter 
and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes possible. Advent 
candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like holly and berries, are 
sometimes added. Their red color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize 
the new life that Jesus brings through His resurrection. Families begin lighting a candle on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas, and they light another candle each subsequent Sunday. 

The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves four candles. A new candle is lit on each 
of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different, although traditions 
vary. The four candles traditionally represent hope, faith, joy, and peace. Often, the first, second, and 
fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-colored. Sometimes all the candles are red; in other 
traditions, all four candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle 
and is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

Excerpt from Advent Wreath & Candles: Understanding the Meaning, History and Tradition 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p122a3p3.htm
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/advent-wreath-candles-understanding-the-meaning-history-tradition.html
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Advent and Christian Life 

While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than that. It 
is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of Christmas can be fully understood and appreciated, 
and it is only in the light of Christmas that the Christian life makes any sense. It is between the fulfilled 
promise of Christ’s first coming and the yet-to-be-fulfilled promise of his second coming that Karl 
Barth penned these words: “Unfulfilled and fulfilled promise are related to each other, as are dawn and 
sunrise. Both promise and in fact the same promise. If anywhere at all, then it is precisely in the light of 
the coming of Christ that faith has become Advent faith, the expectation of future revelation. But faith 
knows for whom and for what it is waiting. It is fulfilled faith because it lays hold on the fulfilled promise.” 
The promise for Israel and the promise for the church is Jesus Christ; he has come, and he will come 
again. This is the essence of Advent. 

Advent Readings 

Advent readings are themed Scripture readings for each Sunday of Advent. The four weeks of Advent 
are broken down into the themes: 

 
1. Hope (or promise) 
2. Preparation (waiting or prophecy) 
3. Joy (peace) 
4. Love (adoration) 

 
One of the beautiful things about the Advent readings above is that they offer churches the 
opportunity to include both young and old into their services, and the same can be true of private 
family devotions around the Advent wreath as well. By this point, you’ve probably realized that there 
is no set criteria for who should read the Advent readings in church. In some denominations, the lead 
pastor or worship leader may read the Advent reading, as a way of leading the congregation in 
worship. Read samples of readings to use at our article "What are Advent Readings & Why Are They 
Important? 

Also read Advent Bible verses at BibleStudyTools.com - The 28 Scriptures can be broken into 4 weeks 
with a passage for each day!  

 

Justin Holcomb is an Episcopal priest and teaches theology at Reformed Theological Seminary and 
Knox Theological Seminary. Justin wrote On the Grace of God and co-authored with his wife Lindsey Rid 
of My Disgrace and Save Me from Violence. He is also the editor of Christian Theologies of Scripture. 
You can find him on Facebook, Twitter, and at JustinHolcomb.com. 

 
This article is part of our larger Christmas and Advent resource library centered around the events leading up to the birth of 
Jesus Christ. We hope these articles help you understand the meaning and story behind important Christian holidays and 
dates and encourage you as you take time to reflect on all that God has done for us through his son Jesus Christ! 

SOURCE: https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
 

http://www.amazon.com/christmashardcover/dp/b001d7daqa/?tag=justholc-20
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-are-advent-readings.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-are-advent-readings.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/advent-bible-verses/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433536390/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433536390&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433515989/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433515989&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1433515989/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1433515989&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802410243/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0802410243&linkCode=as2&tag=justholc-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0814736661/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=justholc-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0814736661
https://www.facebook.com/justinholcomb
https://twitter.com/justinholcomb
http://justinholcomb.com/
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/
https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE- ADVENT CELEBRATION -MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 

During Advent, students will be learning about the Advent season and how we 
prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. We will be having two celebrations on 
broadcast to celebrate the First Week of Advent on Monday, November 29th 
and the Fourth Week of Advent on Friday, December 17th. These celebrations 
will be led by the Grade 3 Team and the learning coach. During weeks 2 and 3, 
students will participate in classroom celebrations as they light another candle of the Advent wreath. 
As we approach Christmas, our hearts will be ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

JANUARY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW REGISTERING FAMILIES 
 
On January 27th at 6 pm we will be hosting a Virtual 
Open House.  For additional information about our 
virtual open house and the registration process for 
the upcoming 2022-23 school year, visit our school 
website and click on the open house banner and 
click on READ MORE.   
 
For any current families with kindergarten age 
children entering school, please click on the link 
below to get more information about how to register 
for our open house and how to begin the registration 
process for the upcoming school year.  

 
For anyone who has family, or friends interested in registering at our school, we ask that you relay this 
information about our open house and ask them to call us at the school or visit our school's website 
on the link provided below.  

For your convenience, the following link will connect you to our school’s website 
https://www.ecsd.net/1024.  

If you are interested in attending our virtual open house, click on the link below to register and 
receive a confirmation email of your attendance. https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8 

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete an online registration form 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today, which will be active in January for next 
year’s registration process.  

https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS REGISTERING A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN  
 

Entering Kindergarten is an exciting time for both, you and 
your child and it is an important first step in their Catholic 
education journey. We have both morning and afternoon 
classes.  We want the transition to our school to be as 

smooth as possible for our families.  We invite you to attend our Kindergarten Open House. 

At St. John Bosco Catholic Elementary School community our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” 
speaks to our school’s philosophy. Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our dedicated 
staff are just a few of the many ways in which we ensure that your children are surrounded with an 
environment that is focused on learning and respect for one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 
& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that are wishing to register their children are free 
to do so and will be considered provided there is space and programming for their child. St. John Bosco 
School has an inquiry-based school environment that is inclusive and permeates our Catholic faith.  

Our Kindergarten Program includes the following: 

• Certified Teacher 
• Early Learning Educational Assistants 
• Faith-Based & Inclusive Learning Environment 
• Reggio Inspired Programming  
• Engaged & Inquiry-Based Learning Environment 
• Learning through Discovery & Play  
• Integration of the Fine Arts 
• Rich oral language opportunities 
• Faith based instruction permeates all subject matter. 

The Multi-Disciplinary Team – Supporting Inclusive Programming. 
In Early Learning, all our programs are inclusive and are serviced by our Early Learning Team that 
includes Speech Language Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Phys-Ed 
Specialist, Behavior Specialists, Family School Liaison Workers, Fine Art Specialists and Early Learning 
Consultants.  Please click on link to see a listing of all our school’s service providers for a variety of 
services that our students receive based on interventions they require.   

We look forward to seeing you at our open house and encourage you to attend to learn more 
about our school and all that it has to offer your child. If you are not able to make it to our open 
house, please proceed to St. John Bosco School Website and click on register here.   

For your convenience, we will provide a registration package at the open house and will assist you in 
gathering all the necessary documents and forms to complete the application process.  Applications 
for Registration Packages will only be considered when all the specified documents/forms are 
attached as part of your application.  

For parents who wish to see if their child qualifies for kindergarten, please read below:  
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ELIGIBILITY:  

• To qualify for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2021.  

DOCUMENTATION:  

• You will be required to provide a copy of: 
• Child’s Birth Certificate  
• Proof of Residency to verify home address (utility bill) and if applicable, childcare 

provider confirmation. 
• Complete and sign an ECSD Student Registration Form 
• Sign the Early Learning forms attached to the Registration Application Package you 

receive. 

TRANSPORTATION:  

• Determine with office staff, if you qualify for transportation based on your address 
and complete the necessary forms. 

OPEN HOUSE: January 27th at 6 pm. See section on page 6 of this newsletter for more information.  

GRADE 1-6 PROGRAMMING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” speaks to our school’s 
philosophy. Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our 
dedicated staff are just a few of the many ways in which we ensure 
that your children are surrounded with an environment that is 
focused on learning and respect for one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 
& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that wish to register their children can complete 
an application package and will be considered provided there is space and programming. 

Our Mission: 
To prepare our students to live in and contribute to a changing world and engage in active faith-
filled, lifelong learning; St. John Bosco School provides an interactive and collaborative inquiry-based 
learning environment that promotes higher level critical thinking utilizing real-world tools. 

We Offer: 

• ‘Universal Design for Learning’ that incorporates best practices for multiple & flexible options for 
student expression & engagement such as, multiple technologies & diverse learning spaces for 
student needs & choice.  

• Inquiry-based learning that offers student engagement & Multi-age Instruction for Project-based 
Learning. 

• (S.T.E.A.M.) Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math focused Learning 
Commons/Makerspaces that includes a Wind Tunnel, Magnet Wall, Lego Wall, Light Labs, 
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Robotics, Dash & Dot Coding Robots, Cubelets® Robot Blocks Osmos, Tagoo Blocks, & more 
hands-on learning tools for optimal inquiry-based learning. 

• Learning & Tech Coaches to coordinate flexible approaches to learning, customized for individual 
student needs. 

• Multiple Disciplinary Team (MDT) of Service Providers (OT, SLP, PT, FSLW, EBS, RCSD).  
• Full wireless capabilities with smartboards, FM systems, netbooks, chrome books, iPads, laptops and more. 
• Junior ATB Financial Literacy Program   
• French as a Second Language Instruction.  
• Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI) for Struggling Readers, SIOP Program for (ELL) English Language Learners. 
• Google Classroom  
• Robotics  
• Mathletics Program  
• Discovery Education  
• Kagan Collaborative Strategies   
• Transportation for catchment students  
• ‘Munch a Lunch’ Hot Lunch Program 
• Before & After School Care Facilities: Gold Star, Kinder Kollege Daycare, Tots 2 Kids, & Numerous Day 

Homes. 
• We also offer a MULTIPDISCIPLINARY TEAM OF PERSONNEL providing services to student. Please click on link to 

see a listing of all our school’s service providers for a variety of services that our students receive based on 
interventions they require.   SJB Multidisciplinary Team List 

Extracurricular Activities 

• SJB Student-Led Broadcast Team  
• Environmental Education & Engagement Club  
• Jr. & Sr. Technology Club 
• Social Justice Service Learning  
• Student Leadership Team  
• Running Club  
• Volleyball Team  
• Cheerleading Team  
• Floor Hockey   

• Soccer Teams 
• Music Ministry  
• Sr. & Jr. Glee Club  
• Hand Bell  
• Ukulele & Recorder Instruction  
• Orff Instruction  
• Annual School Wide Performances  
• Other community performance venues 

If you are looking for a new school for your child in Grades 1-6,  click on the link to complete our 
online registration form at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today 

Grade 6: Social Justice Service-Learning Project 
 

Our grade 6 students organized a social justice project in support of our 
health care workers at the University of Alberta Hospital to collect coffee 
gift cards and letters. Our grade 6 students went on broadcast to talk 
about this project, made signs and encouraged the whole school to get 
involved. The project ran from Wednesday, October 20th- Friday 
November 5th. We ended up raising a total of $1660 in gift cards!!  

  
Healthcare workers sent their appreciation in pictures and hung up all the beautiful letters on the wall 
in the ICU hallway at the University of Alberta Hospital. We are extremely proud of our grade 6 students!! 
  
 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/INCLUSIVE%20EDUCATION%20NEEDS/2018%2019/MDT-AHS%20ROLES%20AND%20DESCRIPTION%202018-2019.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today


 

Message from one of the nurses at the University of Alberta 
Hospital:  
“Everyone was just thrilled!!! We put the letters in a binder with 
plastic sleeves so everyone can read them, the brightly decorated 
cards were placed at our main entrance and the gift cards will be 
allocated by management. The cards and letters were so 
touching. We just loved them all!!!  
  
Our staff at the University Hospital Intensive Care send our deepest 
appreciation and gratitude to the students and staff at SJB. Thank 
you so much for the kindness and support.”    
  
SJB SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL  

THANK YOU to all our patrol leaders who continue to keep us safe daily before and after school! 
Along with colder temperatures, snow, and ice, winter also brings potentially 
dangerous driving conditions. Clear winter roads may still have sand on them. 
Although sand improves traction on snow and ice, on dry roads it acts like tiny ball 
bearings between your tires and the road. Brake early. 
When stopping for a pedestrian at a crosswalk, drivers should stop their vehicles far 
enough back (about two to three car lengths) so traffic in other lanes will be able 
to see the pedestrian and have time to stop. Please refer to the City of Edmonton 
website for more information: 
https://www.edmonton.ca/transportation/on_your_streets/pedestrian-crosswalks 
When walking across the crosswalk please wait for the patrollers to say “proceed.” 
This is the signal that patrollers are trained to use when it is safe to cross. If cars have 
not stopped, patrollers will not say “proceed.” Students have been instructed to look 

for a safe gap in traffic. Patrollers are working diligently to ensure a safe crossing for all! 
The Grade 6 Team 
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Winter Driving Tips 
https://youtu.be/ZBcRQyto5Ys 
  
Clean Off Your Vehicle 
Be sure to wipe off all the large chunks of snow and make sure that you can see 
out of all the windows and use your mirrors. Also, make sure that your lights are 
not covered in snow so that others can see you properly. In addition, top off your 
gas tank if it is below a half-tank so that you have extra fuel in case you need it. 
Slow Down 
Even if the snow and ice are patchy, there is no reason to drive fast. The faster 
you drive, the more likely you will lose control of your vehicle when hitting a slick 
spot. You’ll want to be reasonable and drive the minimum speed if possible, but 
during winter weather conditions you can drive slower. Just remember to let 
others go by, especially on the highway. 
Obey the Speed Limit 
While it seems that the designated speed limit is not high enough for many drivers, the truth is that you 
increase your chances of having an accident for every mile above the limit that you drive. By staying 
at the speed limit, you provide yourself with more opportunities to avoid potential accidents because 
of the additional time that you have available. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmonton.ca%2Ftransportation%2Fon_your_streets%2Fpedestrian-crosswalks&data=04%7C01%7CSonia.Vaduva%40ecsd.net%7C334d68481a444da8b32508d9adccd298%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637731917489675375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2aPQyz4P8gtnVPNQl5WyWOIojW4FSEa236BHTDl5GHs%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/ZBcRQyto5Ys


 

Keep Your Distance 
You should keep your distance from the vehicles in front of you when at all possible. The further behind 
you are from a vehicle, the more you can see to avoid obstacles and the more time you have to react 
to unexpected events. Tailgating at highway speeds is dangerous because you have so little time to 
get your vehicle out of the way in case something bad should occur. 
  
STUDENT DROP & GO ZONE 
To ensure the maximum safety of our students, parents please read and follow the 
expectations set out below for when you drop off and/or pick up your children 
from the school.   

• Use the parent drop off zone west of the layby in front of the school for quick 
“drop and go” system of student drop off. 

• Be mindful and respectful to our school patrollers, parent volunteers and 
staff.  Do not park close to the crosswalk as it impedes their visibility. 

• Do not park in the ETS bus zones or the crosswalk area as drop off or pick up zones. 
• Do not jaywalk. Please teach and review the expectations with your child weekly; this will help 

your child understand the rules. Be sure to walk with 
him/ her to the crosswalks. 
• Do not use the staff parking, as it is limited for 
staff use only and is a dangerous spot for student 
traffic.  

  
LAYBY OFF LIMITS TO ALL PARENT VEHICLES IT IS A BUS ZONE. HEAVY FINES LEVIED. 
PARKING AT NEIGHBORS’ HOMES & DRIVEWAYS 
As you may have noticed we have had some Bylaw officers become a regular part of our community. 
We continue to have issues in this regard.  Parents are asked to refrain from parking on our neighbors’ 
driveways or blocking their access to their own homes.  We are part of a larger community and while 
we can appreciate that there is limited parking in front of the school.  
We are asking that you are mindful of actions in that we model for young impressionable children and 
also because some actions are illegal as they break establish parking bylaws. 
Anyone who is experiencing these challenges are asked to contact by phone 311 to register a 
complaint or go online at https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/service-311-contact-
centre  to complete a form.   
  
FOOD BANK DONATIONS - SJB Online Food Bank Fundraiser 
In keeping with our continued efforts towards social justice 
service as a school wide community we share with you our 
Food Bank fundraiser! 

This Advent season please consider donating to the Food 
Bank, as through the support of our SJB community to the 
Food Bank we will provide food for many families in need. Any 
small bit will make a huge impact on the lives of those that are 
going hungry.  

For those not dropping off food bank items at the school, as done last year, 
please consider donating online to our SJB Food Bank Fundraiser.  

Click on the link to donate online, 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-
bank-fundraiser/ 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmonton.ca%2Fprograms_services%2Fservice-311-contact-centre&data=04%7C01%7CSonia.Vaduva%40ecsd.net%7C334d68481a444da8b32508d9adccd298%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637731917489695286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CWNxOChnHsItCxpAxRnxvmUW%2FivTTzZPkS%2Bb0n%2BSReM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmonton.ca%2Fprograms_services%2Fservice-311-contact-centre&data=04%7C01%7CSonia.Vaduva%40ecsd.net%7C334d68481a444da8b32508d9adccd298%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637731917489695286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CWNxOChnHsItCxpAxRnxvmUW%2FivTTzZPkS%2Bb0n%2BSReM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/st-john-bosco-elementarys-food-bank-fundraiser/


 

This fundraiser ends December 17th.  

Matthew 15: 34-37 

34 “Jesus asked them, “How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 Then ordering the crowd 
to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them 
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And all of them ate and were filled; and they took up the 
broken pieces left over seven baskets full.” 
 
 
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT- DEC. 14 & 15th AT 6:30 PM 

Ring those jingle bells, St. John Bosco parents... our Christmas Concert is virtual.  Grab your favorite 
device, fill up your eggnog, and prepare to be whisked away to a festive music extravaganza!!!  Each 
class has begun preparing for the Christmas Concert.  Please save the following dates:  The Grades K 
to 3 Christmas Concert will be available on Tuesday, December 14th at 6:30 P.M. and the Grades 4 to 6 
Christmas Concert will be available on Wednesday, December 15th at 6:30 P.M. All performances will 
be pre-recorded during class-time and detailed instructions on how to access your child’s 
performance are listed below.  Parents will only be able to view the performance of their child’s music 
class unless your child has joined the Grades 4 to 6 Virtual Choir. The private YouTube recordings will 
only be available for 24 hours and are only accessible by your child through his/her Google Classroom.  
This will be a wonderful opportunity for the students to showcase their musical talents!!! 

Steps: 

1. Login to Google Chrome using your child’s school login information (If you are logged into 
Chrome as another user, you will not be able to access the concert.) 

2. Go to your child’s Google Classroom. 
3. Click on Christmas Concert 
4. You will see a link  
5. Click on the video link. 
6. Enjoy the performance!!! 
7. The video will only be available for 24 hours. 

 
If you have any questions, please email Ms. Veroba (Nadine.Veroba@ecsd.net) or Mrs. Garcia 
(Lana.Garcia@ecsd.net).  You may also call us during regular school hours at (780) 471 – 3140. 

GROWING SMILES CHRISTMAS FLORALS FUNDRAISER 

In keeping with our continued efforts towards social justice service as 
a school wide community we are happy to share with you that 
our Christmas Growing Smiles Fundraiser had another successful year! 

This year our fundraiser was for the ECSD Annual Dream Builders 
Challenge in support of the ECS Foundation and their Dreams for Kids Campaign and we are 

happy to share that as a school community our sales totaled $2400!  
We are grateful that we your contributions will support our charitable foundation. 



 

Please visit https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/who-we-are.html to read their interactive 
brochure and learn more about the good work done by the ECS Foundation.  Thank you for 
your support, thank you for choosing HOPE!  

 
VIRTUAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

This year, the St. John Bosco Scholastic Book Fair is once 
again going VIRTUAL!!!  We know how much our students 
look forward to the Book Fairs each year.  They have 
been amazing events that have brought excitement for 

reading and towards books.  The Book Fair has sparked the joy of reading in so many of our students 
throughout the years and we are excited to continue to offer this opportunity for our families. 

Parents and students are able to access our Scholastic Book Fair online between November 22nd at 
December 3rd.  This is online shopping at its finest!!!  Please note the following information: 

• The user-friendly link is https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623 
• Website is available 24 hours a day for the duration of the Book Fair 
• Shipping is FREE - books will arrive at the school and then be sent home with your child by 

December 14th  
• Books will arrive in time for Christmas – woohoo!!!  (A great place to do Christmas shopping...) 
• Payment can be made with credit card or VISA Debit 
• A portion of sales goes to our school in order to buy more books and resources for the students 

to use 
• Students will hear about the books on broadcast and receive a presentation in advance that 

will preview the books for them 
• From 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, November 24, we will be hosting a “Shopping 

Party” on Teams (link will be posted in Google Classrooms) - a fun time to ask any questions 
and chat about the books available to order 

• Share this link with grandparents and anyone else you know!!!  Everyone is able to access the 
link to purchase books and support our school. 

• Wish list donations will still be very much appreciated!!! 

Please contact Mrs. Garcia at (780) 471 – 3140 if you have any questions regarding our virtual Book 
Fair. 

NOTICE RE CANCELLATION OF YELLOW BUSES DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry 
announcements with respect to transportation cancellations due to 
inclement weather conditions. Every effort is made to announce such 
cancellations no later than 6:30 am. 

RADIO STATIONS 

630 CHED   AM 930 The Light CJCA          CBC   
CISN FM 103.9   SHINE 105.9 FM     CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
THE CHUCK FM 92.5  TSN 1260      CFCW 840  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsfoundation.ca%2Fwho-we-are.html&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Cf417f6a8095c4e62477808d9b0fa512c%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637735411408309126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=sscgWr24jVTGvmkKWODjsDFhCN7UIZ2Mx6On6omnagU%3D&reserved=0
https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623


 

INEWS 880 AM   95.7 CRUZ FM               CAPITAL FM 96.3                            
KISS FM 91.7   The Bear 100.3 FM       K97 97.3 
UP! 99.3 FM   SONIC 102.9 FM    102.3 NOW! Radio 
HOT 107 FM   104.9 VIRGIN Radio 

TV STATIONS 
 

CITYTV           CTV Edmonton     GLOBAL Edmonton       CBC TV 

READ-A-THON SUCCESS  

To continue our work and school goal of 
building school wide literacy we hosted 
our annual Read-a-thon in October.   We 
are happy to say that our Read-a-thon 
was successful, and we were able to raise 

a total of $ 5,346.50 

We would like to thank all of our staff, students and parents for their hard work and generosity in making 
our Read-a-thon a success!  

VIRTUAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR – ON UNTIL DECEMBER 3RD 

This year, the St. John Bosco Scholastic Book Fair has once again 
gone VIRTUAL!!!  We know how much our students look forward 
to the Book Fairs each year.  They have been amazing events 
that have brought excitement for reading and towards books.  The Book Fair has sparked the joy of 
reading in so many of our students throughout the years and we are excited to continue to offer this 
opportunity for our families.  We thank all our SJB families who have already visited the Virtual 
Scholastic Book Fair and have ordered books. 

A reminder that parents and students are able to access our Scholastic Book Fair online until 
December 3rd.  This is online shopping at its finest!!!  Please note the following information:  

• The user-friendly link is https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623 
• Website is available 24 hours a day for the duration of the Book Fair 
• Shipping is FREE - books will arrive at the school and then be sent home with your child by 

December 14th  
• Books will arrive in time for Christmas – woohoo!!!  (A great place to do Christmas shopping...) 
• Payment can be made with credit card or VISA Debit 
• A portion of sales goes to our school in order to buy more books and resources for the students 

to use 
• Students have heard about the books on broadcast and received a presentation in advance 

that will preview the books for them 
• Share this link with grandparents and anyone else you know!!!  Everyone is able to access the 

link to purchase books and support our school. 
• Wish list donations will still be very much appreciated!!! 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623


 

Please contact Mrs. Garcia at (780) 471 – 3140 if you have any questions regarding our virtual Book 
Fair. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL (SC) MEETING – JANUARY 18, AT 6:30 PM 

School Council, the Parent Fundraising Society and room representatives are 
committed to collaborating and supporting the school towards enhancing 
student programming. The role these groups play is invaluable as they work 
closely with the school, staff, and administration.   

Our next School Council Meeting will be held on January 18, at 6:30 pm. We 
look forward to discussions on traffic safety issues along the east side of the school and the neighboring 
Cul de sac areas that are being impacted.  Please bring your ideas and suggestions of how we can 
get parents involved to help.  

NEW DRAFT CURRICULUM VIRTUAL INFORMATION NIGHT FOR PARENTS 

Alberta is renewing the Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) 
curriculum, starting with K-6. On March 29, 2021, the Minister 
of Education, the Honourable Adriana LaGrange, released 
the draft Kindergarten to Grade 6 curriculum, which is 
available for review on www.alberta.ca/curriculum. 

In addition to the online survey (open until Feb. 2022), Alberta 
Education is holding virtual information sessions so Albertans 
can hear information about the curriculum and ask questions. 

Attend a Virtual Session Parents and the public are invited to attend a virtual information session hosted 
by Alberta Education. Register now: Wednesday, December 8 from 7 to 8:15 pm (English with closed 
captioning) There will be additional virtual information sessions in English every month and in French 
every second month. Click here for more information. Sessions with low registration may be cancelled. 
Registrants will be notified in advance.  If you have questions about registration, please 
email goa.currdevengage@gov.ab.ca. 

While Edmonton Catholic Schools decided not to participate in the pilot project, we are encouraging 
parents, staff, and the community to provide Alberta Education with feedback on the draft curriculum 
and learn more. Your feedback will help refine the draft K-6 curriculum before it is implemented in 
classrooms across the province in September 2022. 
 
JJ BOWLEN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
 

Historically, most of our Grade 6 students attend J.J. Bowlen School for 
Junior High. Their upcoming Open House is scheduled for the evening of 
Thursday February 3, 2022, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Due to the ongoing 
pandemic, it will have to be online. A recording of the Open House will be 
posted on JJ’s website soon thereafter. Their website also has a lot of other 
information concerning their school and what they have to offer. As the 

current school year unfolds, you can expect some emails from JJ’s Principal Kevin McGoey to be 

http://www.alberta.ca/curriculum
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-have-your-say.aspx
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jJfGY_zxQpu8Uojy6ge-AQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jJfGY_zxQpu8Uojy6ge-AQ
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-have-your-say.aspx
mailto:goa.currdevengage@gov.ab.ca
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/16691#:%7E:text=Therefore%2C%20Edmonton%20Catholic%20Schools%20will,with%20various%20formats%20for%20engagement.


 

forwarded to you. He has undertaken to provide our Grade 6 families with everything they need to 
make an informed Junior High School decision.  

HOME READING PROGRAM - BOSCO BOOKWORN REWARDS 

We are very excited to celebrate our ongoing monthly ‘Bosco Bookworm’ Home 
Reading Program.  This year with the pandemic, we have had to adapt our way 
of doing things. To that end, we were happy to alter the home reading program 
rewards for the children by introducing a ‘FREE BOSCO BOOK’ in lieu of having 
pizza lunch with me. 

It has been a wonderful experience to witness the excitement from all our 
St. John Bosco students as they enter their names into a monthly draw for a FREE BOOK! Over 
the past few years, our SJB Home Reading Program has already proven to be a GREAT 
SUCCESS and I look forward to continuing to watch the enthusiastic attitude and love for 
reading.  
BOSCO BOOKWORM AWARD MONTHLY RECIPIENTS Congratulations to the following students 
whose names have been drawn for November’s Bosco Bookworm Award: 
  

OOA: Garrett 
J.  

1A: Avery 
G.          

2A: Giuliana Z.  3A: Isabelle B.  4A: Dana 
M.  

5A: Sofia M.  6A: Tia L.  

OOB: Mateo T.  1B: 
Harper B.  

2B: Jacob R.  3B: David M.  4B: Grace 
D.   

5B: Brielle K.  6B: Claire R.  

OOC: Amelia 
M.  

1C: Kohen 
S.  

2C: Jenevieve J.  3C: Eugene E.  4C: 
Audrey 
T.  

5C: Robbie A.  6C: Neveah N-S.  

OOD: Olivia H.  1D: Idriss 
K.  

2D: De-Anna G.  3D: Gia P.          

Please note that your child will choose a new book to celebrate their love of reading! 
We are hoping that we can continue to work together towards encouraging children to 
read daily to open the many doors that reading has to offer! 
 

EPIPHANY – THE FEAST OF THE THREE KINGS- JANUARY 6 ,2022 

Epiphany, also known as the Feast of the Three Kings, is celebrated 12 days after Christmas. We 
remember the three Wise Men who visited Jesus. Epiphany means ‘revelation’ and the visit of the Wise 
Men was an important time when Jesus was ‘revealed’ to be very important - our Messiah! Some 
Churches also remember Jesus’ Baptism on this day. Epiphany is celebrated in a variety of ways all 
around the world. At St. John Bosco, we will celebrate the Epiphany on January 4th through a virtual 
slide presentation within in their homeroom cohort class. The grade six students and Father Saga will 
lead the school through songs and readings as we celebrate and remember Jesus as our Saviour and 
Messiah. 

 



 

YEARBOOK INFORMATION AND ORDERS  
Yearbook FOIP information clarification for parents. 

All student pictures will be put in the yearbook or composites as 
they are only circulated internally (only St John Bosco families can 
purchase).  

Lifetouch has an existing contract with our District that student 
pictures are not used and published elsewhere in any manner.   

On the registration form for Edmonton Catholics Schools, it states:  

Collecting, Using and Disclosing Personal Information In 
accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy (FOIP) Act, and as outlined in the Division’s Administrative 
Procedures, Edmonton Catholic Schools is authorized and required 
under the provisions of the Education Act and its regulations to collect, use, and disclose personal 
information when that information relates directly to and is necessary for providing educational 
programming and ensuring student and staff safety. Please note that consent is not required for these 
purposes. This may include but is not limited to the use of personal information in the yearbook, 
transportation services, honour rolls and awards. When Edmonton Catholic Schools uses, and/or 
discloses personal information for reasons not directly related to delivering educational programming 
or ensuring student and staff safety, written consent is required.  

For more information on how Edmonton Catholic Schools handles your or your child’s personal 
information, please refer to Administrative Procedure 180 and/or speak with your school principal. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on the 
following link:  Chief Superintendent's Monthly Message 

 
 

DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 

 

ECSD is committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information for all stakeholders.  
For such information, please visit our District’s website and click on Catholic Identity.  For your 
convenience the following link will take you to our Faith Alive page, which features a variety of 
Catholic faith learning resources. To access that information please click on the following link: 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/9041/chief-superintendent-s-message
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive


 

 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO PARISH INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

For parish sacramental preparation  information, please click on the links below for the most current 
parish information. 

More details and the registration will be posted in the coming weeks at our parish website, 
at https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/communion/. 

FOCUS ON HEALTH & WELLNESS  
SJB is starting this December off with SJB’s 12 Days of Fitness activities during morning 
announcements. Staying active is a great way to keep the feel good endorphins moving, which 
also helps us cope with pain or stress. 
 
Starting on December 1, 2021, we would like you and your family to join in SJB’s 12 Days of 
Wellness at home. Click HERE this to go through a different activity each day that will help keep 
your family's wellness balanced during this busy season. 
 
Kids Help Phone provides e-mental health services 24/7 across Canada. This is a great site 
for all parents to look through and to share with your child, teen, or young adults in your life. Kids 
Help Phone’s e-mental health services include phone, text/message, and online chat support. 
One-to-one services are free and available in English and French. Phone service is 
also offered in Arabic with the help of Arabic-speaking interpreters. Each time you reach out, 
you’ll be interacting with a different counsellor or crisis responder. 

FOCUS ON MATH 

MATH GRADES K-6 
MATHEMATICS AROUND THE HOME  

Math is EVERYWHERE! To encourage more home-based basic mathematical activity, try some of the 
following: 

Count everything!  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstdominicsavio.caedm.ca%2Fsacraments%2Fcommunion%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7C71ec9c8731ea45656f5b08d9829a232f%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637684421566006868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g1%2BG9W04M2U9CnFaGLhBFEqnKG34%2FBvb2ufJFTwj3%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EVOs4dvO5rdNqpasXa1_LpoB224Nw4oSIpgFn_dj2OhTqA?e=faGRcj


 

Practice Math facts by playing cards. 

Count the number of steps to the car, the number of toys in 
a box, the number of candies in a jar. Later, introduce 
estimating the same quantities. Double-check your child’s 
counting when appropriate. Reasonable estimates are one 
of the most useful strategies for successful mathematical 
thinking.  

Count in a variety of ways  

As age-appropriate, move from counting by 1’s to counting 
by 2’s, 10’s, 5’s and later to counting by 6’s, 7’s, 8’s and 9’s. 
Count forward and backwards. Count beginning at different 
numbers, such as starting the count at 4 or 5. Play the game 
“Blast-Off!” The child counts backwards from any designated 
number (say ten) and when they get to 0, they yell “Blast-Off!” 
and everyone jumps up. The next child may say they want 
“Blast-Off!” to be counting forwards to ten or some other 
number. When they get to the designated number, everyone 
yells, “Blast-Off!” and jumps in the air. Although this is a simple 
game, it is usually met with a significant buy-in from young children.  

Bake together  

Let your child become familiar with the purpose of measuring, the various measurements (milligram, 
gram, litre) and an understanding of quantity. At later stages, let them work out amounts naturally, 
such as doubling or halving a recipe. 

Enjoy Math together every day! 

FOCUS ON INQUIRY 

Inquiry learning isn’t just for the classroom. While it is a popular approach to learning that has many 
great benefits at school, fostering an inquiry culture at home can further support critical thinking skills 
as well. However, this doesn’t mean parents need to totally redesign their homes to make room for 
inquiry learning; nor does it mean they need to completely change their schedules or approaches to 
parenting. The following four tips will help parents to simply support and encourage the inquiry process 
at home – some of them you may already be doing! 
 
1. Keep it simple 
Fostering a creative and curious spirit at home doesn’t require a drastic change in what you’re already 
doing. When it comes to inquiry learning, keep it simple. Here are some examples: 

 Pick up a few books from the library that your child might not have chosen on their own 
and leave them in obvious spots around the house. It works best if these books are non-
fiction, informative, or picture books, but they can be any type you want! 

 Set up a small table in your child’s room or play area. Use chalk paint to block off a 
rectangle near the table and place a piece of chalk nearby; this creates an invitation and 
space to explore ideas 

https://www.learningbyinquiry.com/4-benefits-of-inquiry-based-learning/
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 Create a provocation table. These can be as simple or as elaborate as you want them to 
be, and they don’t cost much money. Most items can be purchased at the dollar store or 
collected and repurposed from around your home. We have a whole Pinterest 
board dedicated to provocations! 

For more inspiration on room decoration, check out this post on beautiful, effective inquiry learning 
environments. 
Avoid making drastic changes around your house or uprooting your usual schedules to “fit in” this kind 
of learning. Inquiry learning should be organic and pop up in everyday life naturally. Simple additions 
like the ones mentioned above open kids up to new ideas and ways to share their curiosities; and these 
don’t need to be extravagant. 

2. Be observers 
Students are natural observers. They question everything around them. To ask deep, 
thoughtful questions, students need to practice the art of observation. Spending time 
in nature or in new environments stimulates students’ innate desire to know more about 
the world around them. From these new and enriching experiences comes careful 
and, often, spontaneous curiosity. More ways to integrate observation and mindfulness 
can be found here. 
Next time you are outside (or inside), simply notice what is going on around you. Is 
there construction going on in your neighbourhood? What sounds do you hear in 
different areas of your home? Are your neighbours moving? Is there a lot of garbage 
piling up in the nearby park? Take note of what’s going on in your neighbourhood. 
Make your observations known by saying them out loud. Ask your child “what do you 
see?” or “what do you notice?” while you’re on a family walk or taking them to school. 
Tell them what you see and what you wonder. (Click on the PDF to the right to 
download a copy; or click here) 
Related reading: 4 Outdoor Inquiry Learning Experiences 

Nature journaling is a great way to explore the outdoors and record what you see, hear, smell, and 
feel in a more structured way. Nature journals work in a variety of outdoor settings – parks, forests, 
streams, ponds, your backyard – anywhere. Journaling can happen during a simple 15-minute walk 
around the backyard, or it can take the form of a two hour morning hike through a forest. It’s a popular 
activity for parents to do with their kids on a slow weekend afternoon or during the summer holidays 
when they want to give their kids more of a focused activity. (Click here to download a free PDF with 
more great questions about nature and the environment.) 
 
3. Incorporate fun projects 
Children are naturally curious and eager to explore the world around them. 
In the classroom, their curiosity can be limited depending on the resources 
the school has available, and the time restraints of the academic 
calendar. At home, there is more room to be creative and curious. Giving 
kids opportunities to learn through play can seem like a “waste of time”, 
but in reality, it helps students develop countless soft skills that are crucial 
to their development. Some ideas for fun projects to do at home include: 
Photo by Mariah Hewines on Unsplash 

Interactive “I Spy”: 
Ask students questions such as “what do you notice about the weather today?”, “what do you notice 
about the plants around the house?”, or “can you spot anything different in the 
driveway/garden/backyard?”. Take the answers you get from these questions and act on them. For 
example, if they see it being sunny or rainy outside, ask if they’d like to use pastels, watercolours, paints, 
or pencil crayons to draw what they see. If they notice something different about the plants in the 
house, suggest grabbing a watering can and watering the plants. Better yet, grab some plain watering 
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cans and paint them! Stop and notice what might be lurking or growing in each plant, what it feels 
like, what it reminds them of, etc. 

Dive into Robotics: 
This might sound like a dangerous path to take for those of us who know nothing about robots or 
technology, but they are so much fun to learn about and play with! There are several reasons why 
learning about robotics is important, not only for students, but for parents as well. Robotics (along with 
computer science) is a great way to teach students to make decisions and reflect on their solutions 
and develop a variety of life skills. Furthermore, it also helps develop the so-called “Four C’s” of the 21st 
century skills: communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity. You can find lots of ideas 
for incorporating robotics play in our article linked here! 
Stop-Motion Project: 
Basically, stop-motion is an animated filmmaking technique where 
objects are moved in tiny increments between individual photographs to 
give the impression that they’re moving when the set of photos are 
played back. The technique makes inanimate objects appear to move 
on their own. It’s simple – you place an object in front of a camera and 
take a picture. Then you move the object a little bit more and take 
another picture. This process is repeated until you have all the pictures you want. Essentially, that’s it! 
Use this complete stop-motion guide and get started! (You can even watch some sample videos my 
students and I have made by visiting our Youtube channel) 
Find more fun, creative inquiry project ideas in our Awesome, At-Home Inquiry Activities article! 
 
4. Be a co-learner 
In today’s classroom, the role of the educator is changing from director to facilitator. Teaching is 
moving away from being compartmentalized and isolated and is shifting to a more collaborative 
endeavor. Educators and parents need to be comfortable with the idea that learning new information 
can be done symbiotically; it is less about knowing everything and more about finding out new 
information with students. 

In my experience, students engage a lot more with an activity if the teacher acts as a co-learner. I 
always try to let my students lead a conversation about something new or interesting. Even if I have 
some knowledge about the question or topic already, I continue to behave with curiosity and surprise. 
When a question is asked and a students’ curiosity is piqued, there are a few different paths a teacher 
or parent can take: (1) Ignore the question or brush it off for “another time”, (2) Answer the question as 
best you can, or (3) Reply with something along the lines of “What a great question, let’s find out the 
answer together!” Which one do you think kids would love to hear the most? 

Of course, sometimes the timing of your child’s question might be totally off (bath time, homework 
time, bedtime, etc.) but doing your best to engage with the question and talk about it with your child 
is better than brushing it off completely. Also, it’s totally fine to not know the answer! In fact, it’s actually 
a lot more fun for students when their parent or teacher doesn’t know the answer. It is also a great 
opportunity to practice modelling curiosity as well as finding out how your child or student goes about 
trying to find the answer; it can reveal a lot about the ways your child learns and how they seek out 
new information. 

Think about how much more powerful and impactful their learning is when they take ownership of their 
curiosity; it will almost certainly lead to more engagement and excitement. 

Source:  https://www.learningbyinquiry.com/4-quick-simple-ways-to-support-inquiry-learning-at-home/ 
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FOCUS ON GOING GREEN 

The Go Green Initiative is off to a great start! On the Go Green bulletin, the Grade 1 student's shared 
what recycling means and looks like to them. The Grade 4 students have been working hard to 
collect juice boxes and paper recycling. They have also been working on creating posters to remind 
students what is and is not appropriate to recycle. Attached is a DO NOT RECYCLE list for your 
reference.  

This month, we are encouraging our SJB families to pack litter less lunches to help create easy and 
effective waste reduction at our school.  For ideas on how to be environmentally aware, please click 
on the link  Do Not Recycle List 

INDIGENOUS LEARNING FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
 

This month our school wide focus is on Inuit Culture and History. The word Inuit 
means “the people'' in the Inuit language of Inuktitut. Art is a large part of the 
Inuit culture. This month we encourage you to explore all types of Inuit art. Some 
book suggestions are “A Promise is a Promise” By Micheal Arvaarluk Kusugak and 
Robert Munsch and “Baseball Bats for Christmas” by Micheal Arvaarluck 
Kusugak. The website below will take you to information about the history of Inuit 
art and link you to some artist websites so that you may view Inuit art with your 
child. Discover Inuit Art 
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