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Newsletter  

St. John Bosco Catholic School 
7411-161A Ave NW     Edmonton, AB.  T5Z 3V4      Phone: 780.471.3140      Fax:    780.471.3293  

January 2022 
Administrators’ Message  
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 

Happy New Year to all of our SJB families and friends! We hope you had a 
good Christmas break and are happy to welcome and embrace 2022 with 
gratitude and hope for better things to come!  

Let us not forget that as a Catholic community, January gifts us with the 
Feast of the Epiphany; celebrated 12 days after Christmas on 6th January 
and is the time when Christians remember the Wise Men (also sometimes 
called the Three Kings) who visited Jesus. This year, teachers will be 
teaching about the epiphany in their classrooms. 

With each year that passes, and the experiences life brings, it continues to 
reaffirm for us the value of family and the importance of remaining 
steadfast in our focus on what is most important in our lives. As well, we 

continue to be reminded that it is our nature to be in community with others, to break bread and share with 
others, we celebrate and are moved by the Holy Spirit as we pray as a community, we collaborate with others.  

We ask that you continue to watch for SWIFT notifications from, both our school and the Division in January for 
matters related to families that may have chosen online learning and are wanting to return to school as of 
Feb.1st will be the only opportunity to re-enter to in person learning.   

For our school community, January is the time of year that we begin receiving calls regarding registrations for 
the upcoming 2022-23 school year.  St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Mayliewan, Schnosee 
Crystallina East, Crystallina West, Ozerna/ Cherry Grove, Matt Berry/McLeod Park.  Our attendance area is East 
to West 59A St to 82 St and from North & South 194 Ave to 153 Ave. We will be hosting a Virtual Open House on 
January 27th at 6pm.  If you are interested in attending our virtual open house, click on the link below to register 
and receive a confirmation email of your attendance. https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8. 

The open house is intended for our any new parents of kindergarten children, as well as any families from 
grades 1 to 6 looking for a new school for their children.   At the open house, guests will learn about academic 

https://www.whychristmas.com/story/wisemen.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/story/wisemen.shtml
https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8
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programming and extra-curricular activities, but they will also have a chance to hear from staff as we feature 
some of the diverse programming available for students. With a wealth of resources at our disposal, we are 
happy to open our doors and share our gifts and collaborative style as a school family with families interested in 
joining our school community.  

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete an online registration form at 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today, which will be active in January for next year’s 
registration process.  

St. John Bosco School is focused on strong academic rigor coupled with an environment that is Christ-centred 
where our Catholic values permeate all that we do. For more details as to what new families require to register, 
please look for the specific Registration Information Section in this newsletter.  

On behalf of the staff, we remain committed to providing the children of St. John Bosco School with a quality 
Catholic education. We believe children are at the center of our work and are grateful to be working in an 
outstanding learning community where our partnership with our school council and a great parent body is 
second to none. We look forward to the remainder of the scholastic year with renewed dedication and 
commitment.  

Wishing you and your family a year loaded with happiness. From our school family to yours, Happy New Year! 
May 2022 bring new happiness, new goals, new achievements, and new inspirations as we begin a new chapter. 

Ms. A. Esposito-Brady      Ms. Kowalchyk    
Principal       Assistant Principal     

REFLECTION/PRAYER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
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YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates and 
events for this school year.  Please note that dates are subject to change.  

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

 
MONTH AT A GLANCE  

To access the events for the month, click on the link below:  

JANUARY CALENDAR 

SJB COVID 19 SCHOOL PLAN 2021-22   

Our SJB Back to School Plan addresses the provincial measures to implement health and safety 
measures. Our priority continues to be to maintain in-person learning for students and staff. To that end, 
we will continue to take a measured approach towards ensuring optimal safety for all your children 
and our staff to keep our school as healthy and safe as possible.  
 
Our School Plan, as well as the current health and safety practices within our school, such as proper 
hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting, mask use, and getting 
vaccinated, will help in making our school the safest it can be.  
 
COVID-19 SAFETY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE- DAILY 

As you know, as parents you play a key and vital role by keeping your 
children home when symptomatic or sick. Please use the Daily Health 
Screening Questionnaire before sending your child to school. 

Daily Health Screening Questionnaire 

• The Alberta Health Daily Checklist has been recently revised for children who are close 
contacts of a family member who has tested positive for Covid.   

• It is now a recommendation for students and siblings to isolate for 14 days before returning to 
school. The 14-day isolation begins on the last day of exposure.  

• Teachers will post work in the Google Classroom for your student to complete each day. 
Please feel free to contact the teacher or the office if you have any questions.  

All students and staff and parents entering the school are asked to complete a daily screening 
questionnaire as a best practice towards ensuring that students are healthy and 
should be coming to school. Staff use the same tool to self-assess.  

Parents are reminded that children that are coughing, have running noses and 
present with a temperature should not be at school.  

Students who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/ERZJTl049VBFtfOQsOufgYkB8tcJY5m4sq-HUoM4hIRHBQ?e=uCbfwl
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EQHyfclTvgJKq2kBlI_6UD8BPp9_3x5MqOWI1Uq7GIARAA?e=pLJP1B
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Eemv9rEZaTVDowv5WXaEfjoBs80nKswd2WXQFKpGbYJnoA?e=54JdZz
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EeXjLkItyb1Fk1_jGyn4vYMBdBMra5onVwTK7jj9CnpmKQ?e=nsCUAf
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COVID-19 NOTIFICATIONS DURING CHRISTMAS BREAK 

 
As we head into the Christmas break, Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to keeping our 
families in the know about COVID-19 cases. We understand this information is important as you plan 
and prepare for the holidays.  Alberta Health Services has assured us it will continue to notify our 
Division of the cases involving students or staff who were infectious while at school even after the final 
day of classes on December 17.  
We will share this information on the COVID-19 Notifications page on our website. This means if AHS 
determines there was a potential exposure at our school, the school's name, the cohort, and the date 
that the case was reported to us will be listed. We will also include the guidance and recommendations 
from AHS about monitoring your child for any COVID-19 symptoms. The website is updated every 
weekday around 5 pm, excluding holidays. 
 
ECSD TRANSPORTATION SERVICES  

For the 2021-22 school year, after 20 years with an outdated routing system, Transportation Services 
has moved to a new modern routing software suite called Bus Planner. Bus Planner has various 
components that our division will utilize to ensure the most efficient and safe transportation system. 
The suite includes Bus Planner Web, the portal to access routes, seating plans, transported students, 
delays and other vital details. https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/ 

Bus Delay Notifications - Edmonton Catholic Schools utilizes two communication tools to keep 
parents informed about their child’s bus route: 

• Bus Delay board: a webpage listing all reported school bus delays in 
ECSD. https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts  

• Bus Delays App: a new app providing real-time notifications about school bus 
delays. https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications 

For information on downloading the app and to view the “How to Video”, click on the following link 
which comes from our ECSD website 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications 

Parents are asked to download the app and watch the video on how to do that, so they can receive 
the latest updates on bus delays. 

Parents are to use their Bus Planner app for the latest notifications. Please refrain from calling the 
school as we do not have the most current information, you as the parent receive the information at 
your fingertips using the Bus Planner App Alerts system. 

When Transportation Services sends a delay notification, emails go to the affected schools, delays 
also show on the alert’s website, and the Bus Planner Delays App immediately after posting. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.ecsd.net/page/38034/covid-19-notifications&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c6a2cfbd6f21d48960daa08d9b9d55535%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637745148167342884%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c3000&sdata=3UxMQ3k8hEFvMeltLci0LrPxQK/xkWN2jq6fPi/yxkY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c1a9faef032dc4390530808d968d458fe%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637656083491802048%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=K/pvL5Qb9uX7fxgNUMJJ/vmfZs5ffySij5dfCsMhQEI%3D&reserved=0
https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts
https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications
https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications
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Should you require more detailed information regarding bussing, please contact the school the District 
Transportation office at (780) 441-6078.  Students requiring ETS bus passes are to inform the office in 
advance to ensure that ETS bus passes are available.    

All students riding the ETS and Yellow Bus at St. John Bosco School are required to carry a bus pass. 
Yellow bus students will always be sent home on the bus unless you provide the school with a note or 
call to indicate that other arrangements have been made.  

Below is very important information related to responsibilities of parents making changes to their child’s 
daily bus transportation and ensuring payments are made online each month. Please take a moment 
to read closely.  

 
Bus Pass Payments Due 5th Day of Each Month 
 
In keeping with our school bus policy, please go online and ensure that payment is made by the 5th 
of each month to avoid having to pick up your child at the school.  

A reminder also that when paying online it is important that you click the appropriate month (note 
that it defaults to April as months are listed alphabetically and so you must scroll down to the current 
month you are paying for. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Occasional Change 

Attendance of bus students is taken each day as students load the bus for departure.  To prevent 
delaying the departure of our busses which follow a strict schedule and route, parents must notify the 
office if your son/daughter will not be taking the bus home on any given day. 

 
Permanent Changes  

As per District Transportation guidelines and to ensure the safety of all students, the drop off stop for 
your child will be the one that was submitted at the time of your transportation application.  A reminder 
that your child cannot have an alternate drop off stop at any time unless it is first processed through 
Transportation Services and becomes a permanent change.  If there is a need to make a permanent 
change to your child’s transportation needs, the parent must complete a ‘transportation change form’ 
the change of address and then wait for confirmation from Transportation Services.  Please contact 
the office if further information is required. 

Route Changes  

Route changes are processed on a weekly basis.   A notification is sent to parents on Friday advising 
that their child's route has been adjusted by Transportation Services. Parents are asked to check if their 
pick-up or drop-off times have been affected (or to confirm stop location for new requests). 

 
• Parents can access their child’s individual bussing information such as bus route #, bus stop location, and 

pick-up and drop-off times through this link,  PowerSchool Parent Portal.  

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
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Contact Transportation Services at 780-441-6078 with any other questions or inquiries regarding yellow 
bus schedules.   

Student Bus Discipline  

Matters related to student behaviours are reviewed by the administration once the bus driver has 
completed a bus infraction. Please be advised that if your child’s behaviour is not appropriate, they 
may be suspended from riding the bus.  

 JANUARY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW REGISTERING FAMILIES 
 
On January 27th at 6 pm we will be hosting a Virtual Open 
House.  For additional information about our virtual open 
house and the registration process for the upcoming 2022-23 
school year, visit our school website and click on the open 
house banner and click on READ MORE.   
 
For any current families with kindergarten age children 
entering school, please click on the link below to get more 
information about how to register for our open house and 
how to begin the registration process for the upcoming 
school year.  

 
For anyone who has family, or friends interested in registering at our school, we ask that you relay this 
information about our open house and ask them to call us at the school or visit our school's website 
on the link provided below.  

For your convenience, the following link will connect you to our school’s website 
https://www.ecsd.net/1024.  

If you are interested in attending our virtual open house, click on the link below to register and 
receive a confirmation email of your attendance. https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8 

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete an online registration form 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today, which will be active in January for next 
year’s registration process.  

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS REGISTERING A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN  
 

Entering Kindergarten is an exciting time for both, you and 
your child and it is an important first step in their Catholic 
education journey. We have both morning and afternoon 
classes.  We want the transition to our school to be as 

smooth as possible for our families.  We invite you to attend our Kindergarten Open House. 

https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://forms.gle/3NfKhwV7rrWgkZrq8
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
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At St. John Bosco Catholic Elementary School community our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” 
speaks to our school’s philosophy. Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our dedicated 
staff are just a few of the many ways in which we ensure that your children are surrounded with an 
environment that is focused on learning and respect for one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 
& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that are wishing to register their children are free 
to do so and will be considered provided there is space and programming for their child. St. John Bosco 
School has an inquiry-based school environment that is inclusive and permeates our Catholic faith.  

Our Kindergarten Program includes the following: 

• Certified Teacher 
• Early Learning Educational Assistants 
• Faith-Based & Inclusive Learning Environment 
• Reggio Inspired Programming  
• Engaged & Inquiry-Based Learning Environment 
• Learning through Discovery & Play  
• Integration of the Fine Arts 
• Rich oral language opportunities 
• Faith based instruction permeates all subject matter. 

The Multi-Disciplinary Team – Supporting Inclusive 
Programming. 
In Early Learning, all our programs are inclusive and are serviced by our Early Learning Team that 
includes Speech Language Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Phys-Ed 
Specialist, Behavior Specialists, Family School Liaison Workers, Fine Art Specialists and Early Learning 
Consultants. Please click on link to see a listing of all our school’s service providers for a variety of 
services that our students receive based on interventions they require.   

We look forward to seeing you at our open house and encourage you to attend to learn more 
about our school and all that it has to offer your child. If you are not able to make it to our open 
house, please proceed to St. John Bosco School Website and click on register here.   

For your convenience, we will provide a registration package at the open house and will assist you in 
gathering all the necessary documents and forms to complete the application process.  Applications 
for Registration Packages will only be considered when all the specified documents/forms are 
attached as part of your application.  

For parents who wish to see if their child qualifies for kindergarten, please read below:  

ELIGIBILITY:  

• To qualify for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2022.  

DOCUMENTATION:  

• You will be required to provide a copy of: 
• Child’s Birth Certificate  
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• Proof of Residency to verify home address (utility bill) and if applicable, childcare 
provider confirmation. 

• Complete and sign an ECSD Student Registration Form 
• Sign the Early Learning forms attached to the Registration Application Package you 

receive. 

TRANSPORTATION:  

• Determine with office staff, if you qualify for transportation based on your address 
and complete the necessary forms. 

OPEN HOUSE: January 27th at 6 pm. See section on page 6 of this newsletter for more information.  

GRADE 1-6 PROGRAMMING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” speaks to our school’s philosophy. 
Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our dedicated staff are 
just a few of the many ways in which we ensure that your children are 
surrounded with an environment that is focused on learning and respect for 
one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 
& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that wish to register their children can complete 
an application package and will be considered provided there is space and programming. 

Our Mission: 
To prepare our students to live in and contribute to a changing world and 
engage in active faith-filled, lifelong learning; St. John Bosco School provides 
an interactive and collaborative inquiry-based learning environment that 
promotes higher level critical thinking utilizing real-world tools. 

We Offer: 

• ‘Universal Design for Learning’ that incorporates best practices for multiple 
& flexible options for student expression & engagement such as, multiple 

technologies & diverse learning spaces for student needs & choice.  
• Inquiry-based learning that offers student engagement & Multi-age Instruction for Project-based 

Learning. 
• (S.T.E.A.M.) Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math focused Learning 

Commons/Makerspaces that includes a Wind Tunnel, Magnet Wall, Lego Wall, Light Labs, 
Robotics, Dash & Dot Coding Robots, Cubelets® Robot Blocks Osmos, Tagoo Blocks, & more 
hands-on learning tools for optimal inquiry-based learning. 

• Learning & Tech Coaches to coordinate flexible approaches to learning, customized for individual 
student needs. 

• Multiple Disciplinary Team (MDT) of Service Providers (OT, SLP, PT, FSLW, EBS, RCSD).  
• Full wireless capabilities with smartboards, FM systems, netbooks, chrome books, iPads, laptops and more. 
• Junior ATB Financial Literacy Program   
• French as a Second Language Instruction.  
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• Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI) for Struggling Readers, SIOP Program for (ELL) English Language Learners. 
• Google Classroom  
• Robotics  
• Mathletics Program  
• Discovery Education  
• Kagan Collaborative Strategies   
• Transportation for catchment students  
• ‘Munch a Lunch’ Hot Lunch Program 
• Before & After School Care Facilities: Gold Star, Kinder Kollege Daycare, Tots 2 Kids, & Numerous Day 

Homes. 
• We also offer a MULTIPDISCIPLINARY TEAM OF PERSONNEL providing services to student. Please click on link to 

see a listing of all our school’s service providers for a variety of services that our students receive based on 
interventions they require.   SJB Multidisciplinary Team List 

Extracurricular Activities 

• SJB Student-Led Broadcast Team  
• Environmental Education & Engagement Club  
• Jr. & Sr. Technology Club 
• Social Justice Service Learning  
• Student Leadership Team  
• Running Club  
• Volleyball Team  
• Cheerleading Team  
• Floor Hockey   

• Soccer Teams 
• Music Ministry  
• Sr. & Jr. Glee Club  
• Hand Bell  
• Ukulele & Recorder Instruction  
• Orff Instruction  
• Annual School Wide Performances  
• Other community performance venues 

If you are looking for a new school for your child in Grades 1-6,  click on the link to complete our 
online registration form at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today 

ST. JOHN BOSCO FEAST DAY – Monday, January 31 at 8:30 AM 

Our Patron Saint 
St. Joh n Bosco School is named in honor of Saint John Bosco; 
the universal ‘patron saint of youth’.  St. John Bosco, also 
known as Don Bosco, developed new ways of educating 
youth and his methods are reflected in everything we do 
here at the school bearing his name. John Bosco brought the 
Gospel to the young while bringing the Church to the 
realization that it must reach out to youth. Born in a northern 

Italian farm village, he began teaching the faith to local farm children while he himself was still a boy. 
He became more aware of God's call to care for youth when as a young priest in 1841, he began a 
ministry among poor working boys of Italy's industrial center, Turin. Starting with a handful of teenagers, 
Don, an Italian word for Father, Bosco soon had several hundred coming to him every week for Mass, 
religious instruction, and recreation. He referred to this informal Sunday gathering as the Oratory of St. 
Francis Sales, which he named in honor of the great bishop of Geneva who was known for his 
gentleness and kindness. From that first youth group, Don Bosco went on to initiate youth centers, 
academic and trade schools, churches, seminaries, and worldwide missionary activity, all centered on 
the young and on their needs.  Each year we celebrate the feast of Saint John Bosco on January 31.  
This information taken from: http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=299 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/INCLUSIVE%20EDUCATION%20NEEDS/2018%2019/MDT-AHS%20ROLES%20AND%20DESCRIPTION%202018-2019.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=299


 

HOME READING PROGRAM - BOSCO BOOKWORM REWARDS 

We are very excited to celebrate our ongoing monthly ‘Bosco Bookworm’ 
Home Reading Program.  This year with the pandemic, we have had to 
adapt our way of doing things. To that end, we were happy to alter the 
home reading program rewards for the children by introducing a ‘FREE 
BOSCO BOOK’ in lieu of having pizza lunch with me.  

It has been a wonderful experience to witness the excitement from all our St. John Bosco 
students as they enter their names into a monthly draw for a FREE BOOK! Over the past few 
years, our SJB Home Reading Program has already proven to be a GREAT SUCCESS and I look 
forward to continuing to watch the enthusiastic attitude and love for reading.   
BOSCO BOOKWORM AWARD MONTHLY RECIPIENTS Congratulations to the following students 
whose names have been drawn for December’s Bosco Bookworm Award:  
 

OOA: 
Ruhama R. 

1A:  Sawyer 
M.   

2A:  Chase L. 3A:  Luca 
R. 

4A:  Jerald 
K. 

5A:  Ethan 
E. 

6A:  Nic D. 

OOB: Luke 
S. 

1B:  Uriah H. 2B:  Charlotte 
M. 

3B:  Tiago 
M. 

4B:  Tudor B. 5B: Asher 
E. 

6B:  Vy N. 

OOC: Oliver 
H. 

1C:  Tyler W. 2C:  Antonia 
S. 

 3B:  Sofia 
M. 

4C:  Noah 
C.-P. 

 5C: 
Mateo F. 

6C: Daniella 
C. 

OOD: Aidan 
D. 

1D: Karleena 
S. 

2D:  Shalom 
Y.-D. 

 
3D: 
D'Angelo T. 

  
 

  
Please note that your child will choose a new book to celebrate their love of reading! 
We are hoping that we can continue to work together towards encouraging children to read daily to 
open the many doors that reading has to offer! 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL (SC) MEETING – JANUARY 18, AT 6:30 PM 

School Council, the Parent Fundraising Society and room representatives are 
committed to collaborating and supporting the school towards enhancing 
student programming. The role these groups play is invaluable as they work closely 
with the school, staff, and administration.   

Our next School Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 18, at 6:30 pm. We look forward to 
discussions on traffic safety issues along the east side of the school and the neighboring Cul de sac 
areas that are being impacted.  Please bring your ideas and suggestions of how we can get parents 
involved to help.  

ECSD ASSURANCE SURVEY 2021/2022 – SURVEY CLOSES January 7, 2022 
The Edmonton Catholic School Division is committed to providing quality Catholic education. 
Edmonton Catholic Schools believes it is important to engage stakeholders and greatly values your 
opinions. As a result, we are conducting surveys with our parents, guardians, students, and staff to 
gather feedback. Your feedback is used by our schools, departments, Division, and government to see 
what’s working and what needs to be improved. It allows everyone to respond to successes and 
challenges together.  



 

Parents and guardians are requested to fill out a survey for each child registered in the Division by 
logging into PowerSchool and then clicking on the ECSD Assurance Survey icon on the left-hand side. 

Please respond to each child’s survey from the point of view of each child’s educational experience. 
The survey is now open and will close on Friday, January 7, 2022. Please complete the survey and add 
your voice to the future of Catholic education in your child’s school and Edmonton Catholic Schools.   

NEW DRAFT CURRICULUM VIRTUAL INFORMATION NIGHT FOR PARENTS 

Alberta is renewing the Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) curriculum, 
starting with K-6. On March 29, 2021, the Minister of Education, the 
Honourable Adriana LaGrange, released the draft Kindergarten to 
Grade 6 curriculum, which is available for review 
on www.alberta.ca/curriculum. 

In addition to the online survey (open until Feb. 2022), Alberta Education is holding virtual information 
sessions so Albertans can hear information about the curriculum and ask questions. 
Attend a Virtual Session Parents and the public are invited to attend a virtual information session hosted 
by Alberta Education. Click here for more information. Sessions with low registration may be cancelled. 
Registrants will be notified in advance.  If you have questions about registration, please 
email goa.currdevengage@gov.ab.ca. 

WE CARE MARKETPLACE SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT – FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

St. John Bosco School continues to teach about the 
importance of Social Justice Service Learning as part of 
being caring and compassionate citizens.  Social Justice is 
an important part of our religious studies and teaches 
children early on the importance of taking care of our 
brothers and sisters.   

St. Teresa of Avila a Carmelite nun from an early age 
understood fully the power of engagement through our daily 
actions towards helping one’s brothers and sisters in Christ. To 

that end, we hope to encourage and inspire our staff, students, and their families to be a visible 
presence and support for our city’s homeless, who need our good works.  Praying for them is just not 
enough when we can really do something tangible for them.  We hope you will join us as these promises 
to be a fulfilling and rewarding experience. 

We will be collecting items from January 4-February 21 and will distribute out to our city’s homeless on 
January 27 at Clansman Park parking lot from 9:45 to 11:00 AM. The address is 110th St. and 111th Ave.    

Those interested are invited to participate in the completion of this social justice service-learning 
project by volunteering to spend a little time on Sunday, February 27th to distribute the items collected 
to Edmonton’s homeless and working poor at the ‘We Care’ Marketplace in downtown Edmonton.,  

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
http://www.alberta.ca/curriculum
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-have-your-say.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-have-your-say.aspx
mailto:goa.currdevengage@gov.ab.ca


 

St. Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) 

Christ Has No Body  

Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but 
yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.  
Christ has no body now but yours,  
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Over the next few weeks, we will be collecting items for Edmonton’s homeless.  Our goal is to collect 
and fill through family donations 1 large Rubbermaid bin per homeroom with a variety of items such 
as toiletries, socks, gloves, and granola bars.   

We would like to invite those of you who are able, to donate the items based on your child’s 
homeroom targeted collection as listed below:   

Homeroom Donation Items being 
Collected 

Kindergarten 
Homerooms 

Granola Bars 

Grade 1 Homerooms Gloves 
Grade 2 Homerooms Lip balm/Chap stick 
Grade 3 Homerooms Toothbrushes  
Grade 4 Homerooms Toques 
Grade 5 Homerooms Socks 
Grade 6 Homerooms Toothpaste 

 

JJ BOWLEN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
 

Our Grade 6 students attend J.J. Bowlen School for Junior High. Their upcoming 
Open House is scheduled for the evening of Thursday February 3, 2022, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Due to the ongoing pandemic, it will have to be online. 
A recording of the Open House will be posted on JJ’s website soon thereafter. 
Their website also has a lot of other information concerning their school and 

what they have to offer. As the current school year unfolds, you can expect some emails from JJ’s 
Principal Kevin McGoey to be forwarded to you. He has undertaken to provide our Grade 6 families 
with everything they need to make an informed Junior High School decision.  

 
 



 

YEARBOOK INFORMATION AND ORDERS  
Please be sure to go online to the parent portal to order a 
yearbook for this year.  

All student pictures will be put in the yearbook or composites as 
they are only circulated internally (only St John Bosco families 
can purchase).  

Lifetouch has an existing contract with our District that student 
pictures are not used and published elsewhere in any manner.   

On the registration form for Edmonton Catholics Schools, it 
states:  

Collecting, Using and Disclosing Personal Information In 
accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy (FOIP) Act, and as outlined in the Division’s Administrative 
Procedures, Edmonton Catholic Schools is authorized and required under the provisions of the 
Education Act and its regulations to collect, use, and disclose personal information when that 
information relates directly to and is necessary for providing educational programming and ensuring 
student and staff safety. Please note that consent is not required for these purposes. This may include 
but is not limited to the use of personal information in the yearbook, transportation services, honour rolls 
and awards. When Edmonton Catholic Schools uses, and/or discloses personal information for reasons 
not directly related to delivering educational programming or ensuring student and staff safety, written 
consent is required.  

For more information on how Edmonton Catholic Schools handles your or your child’s personal 
information, please refer to Administrative Procedure 180 and/or speak with your school principal. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on the following 
link:  Chief Superintendent's Monthly Message 

 
DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 

 

ECSD is committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information for all stakeholders.  
For such information, please visit our District’s website and click on Catholic Identity.  For your 
convenience the following link will take you to our Faith Alive page, which features a variety of 
Catholic faith learning resources. To access that information please click on the following link: 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/9041/chief-superintendent-s-message
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive


 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO PARISH INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

For parish sacramental preparation  information, please click on the links below for the most current 
parish information. 

St. Dominic Savio Parish has opened registrations for Confirmation. The classes will be held online on 
every Second Wednesday from 6-8 PM, starting February 9th. There will be an initial class and 
confirmation of registration session held on January 30th from 2-4 PM. For more information, check out 
our registration and information page on: 
https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/confirmation/ for additional information, please 
contact the pastoral assistant as noted below. 
Joshua Pimentel, Pastoral Assistant 
St. Dominic Savio Parish 
Ph.: 780-473-4259 Ext.2 
E-mail: Stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca 
  
FOCUS ON HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
January is a great time to refresh your well-being! Did you know that happiness is the single best word 
that captures the meaning of well-being? This year, open your mind to positive emotions- this will 
allow you to broaden your perspective, and build your mental and emotional capacity. Follow this 
Happier January Calendar for ways to incorporate more action for happiness in your life.  
 

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 is Bell Let’s Talk Day!! This is a day where we can all make positive 
changes to end the stigma around mental health. When it comes to mental health, now more than 
ever, every action counts.  
Here are 5 simple ways to end the stigma and start a conversation: 

• Language Matters 
• Educate Yourself 
• Be Kind 
• Listen and Ask 
• Talk About It 

Check out https://letstalk.bell.ca/en/ for more information and ways YOU can make a positive 
change.  

https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/confirmation/
mailto:Stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/media/954757/january_2021.jpg
https://letstalk.bell.ca/en/


 

 
FOCUS ON MATH 

When we are talking about increasing or improving 
number sense, our students need to understand 
and represent numbers in a variety of ways. 
Starting from Kindergarten all the way up the 
grades.  

 

In class, we work on this during our morning 
meetings, lining up or in the many games we play 
everyday.  

 

Try incorporating daily Number sense activities 
when driving in your car, at home while making 
supper or when you are playing games.  

 

Here is a great video with a game and more 
information about number sense. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5hDIxiiTz4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5hDIxiiTz4


 

Ways to Practice Math Facts at Home 

Traditional Flashcards   

You can make your own, buy 
them,  or download online….  

http://www.mathaids.com/Flash_Cards/    

Fact Family Triangles  

For all operations  

  

   

Dice games   

   

 

   

Math War     

Flip cards. The player with the 
greater number says the 
equation. If the player is correct, 
they keep the cards. If they are 
incorrect, the opponent takes 
them.  You can make K, J, A, Q 
any numbers. Works best with 
addition or multiplication.  

   

Dominos   

   

  

   

Fact Ball Pass/Fact 
Hoops   

Pass a ball while 
shouting out fact 
tables. Or shoot hoops 
while practicing facts. 
Make practicing more 
“active” and fun!  

   

  

Online Fact Drill Practice   

∙ Math Magician  

∙ Xtra math  

∙ Sumdog  

**Codes will be provided to 
students. 

Facts Quizzes Online to Print  
www.themathworksheet.com 
www.math-drills.com  

www.mathfactcafe.com  

www.mathworksheet4kids.com  

   

  

   

Create or play your own  

Fact Fluency game. 



 

Other Math Websites You Can Visit……   

www.fun4thebrain.com                                                   

www.abcya.com  

www.factmonster.com  

www.funbrain.com 

www.softschools.com  

www.aplusmath.com  

www.splashmath.com   

 

FOCUS ON INQUIRY 

4 Quick, Simple Ways to Support Inquiry Learning at Home 

Inquiry learning isn’t just for the classroom.  Fostering an inquiry culture at home 
can further support critical thinking skills as well. However, this doesn’t mean 
parents need to totally redesign their homes to make room for inquiry learning; 
nor does it mean they need to completely change their schedules or approaches 
to parenting. The following four tips will help parents to simply support and 
encourage the inquiry process at home – some of them you may already be 
doing! 

1. Keep it simple 

Fostering a creative and curious spirit at home doesn’t require a drastic change in 
what you’re already doing. When it comes to inquiry learning, keep it simple. Here 
is an example: 

● Pick up a few books from the library that your child might not have chosen 
on their own and leave them in obvious spots around the house. It works best if 
these books are non-fiction, informative, or picture books, but they can be any 
type you want! 

 

      2. Be observers 

Students are natural observers. They question everything around them. In order to ask deep, 
thoughtful questions, students need to practice the art of observation. Spending time in nature or in 
new environments stimulates students’ innate desire to know more about the world around them. 
From these new and enriching experiences comes careful and, often, spontaneous curiosity. More 
ways to integrate observation and mindfulness can be found here. 

http://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/integrating-mindfulness-in-classroom-curriculum-giselle-shardlow#:%7E:text=Make%20mindfulness%20a%20part%20of,%2C%20guided%20imagery%2C%20and%20movement.&text=Educators%20know%20that%20children%20learn,comfortable%2C%20safe%2C%20and%20relaxed.


 

Next time you are outside (or inside), simply notice what is going on around you. Is there construction 
going on in your neighbourhood? What sounds do you hear in different areas of your home? Are your 
neighbours moving? Is there a lot of garbage piling up in the nearby park? Take note of what’s going 
on in your neighbourhood. Make your observations known by saying them out loud. Ask your child 
“what do you see?” or “what do you notice?” while you’re on a family walk or taking them to school. 
Tell them what you see and what you wonder.  

3. Incorporate fun projects 

Children are naturally curious and eager to explore the world around them. In the classroom, their 
curiosity can be limited depending on the resources the school has available, and the time restraints 
of the academic calendar. At home, there is more room to be creative and curious. Giving kids 
opportunities to learn through play can seem like a “waste of time”, but in reality it helps students 
develop countless soft skills that are crucial to their development. An idea for fun projects to do at 
home may include: 

 Interactive “I Spy”: 

Ask students questions such as “what do you notice about the 
weather today?”, “what do you notice about the plants 
around the house?”, or “can you spot anything different in 
the driveway/garden/backyard?”. Take the answers you get 
from these questions and act on them. For example, if they 
make an observation about it being sunny or rainy outside, 
ask if they’d like to use pastels, watercolours, paints, or pencil 
crayons to draw what they see. If they notice something 
different about the plants in the house, suggest grabbing a watering can and watering the plants. 
Better yet, grab some plain watering cans and paint them! Stop and notice what might be lurking or 
growing in each plant, what it feels like, what it reminds them of, etc. 

      4. Be a co-learner 

Children engage a lot more with an activity if the parent acts as a co-learner. Try to let children lead 
a conversation about something new or interesting. Even if you have some knowledge about the 
question or topic already, continue to behave with curiosity and surprise. When a question is asked 
and a children’s’ curiosity is piqued, there are a few different paths a parent can take: (1) Ignore the 
question or brush it off for “another time”, (2) Answer the question as best you can, or (3) Reply with 
something along the lines of “What a great question, let’s find out the answer together!” Which one 
do you think kids would love to hear the most? 

Think about how much more powerful and impactful their learning is when they take ownership of 
their curiosity; it will almost certainly lead to more engagement and excitement. 
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