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St. John Bosco Catholic School 
7411-161A Ave NW     Edmonton, AB.  T5Z 3V4      Phone: 780.471.3140      Fax: 780.471.3293  

March 2022 
Administrators’ Message 

As a Catholic community we begin the period of preparation leading up to 
Easter.  Lent is a period that invites us to prepare and renew our hearts through 
the process of reconciliation. We are to reflect and consider whether we have 
lived up to our Baptism into God’s Spirit and to see what it means to be a 
disciple of Christ.  We reflect inwardly to change our hearts as we work to be our 
very best.  

As we begin March and based on the latest Government of Alberta 
announcement focused on a phased approach to the elimination of mandatory 
restrictions, please know that our staff is working diligently on plans during the month of March to re-
introduce several events (Flex Time, Hot Lunch) starting in April. It is our goal to return fully to regular 
procedures and processes as were in place, pre-covid.  For information related to covid plan of action 
please refer to that section of this newsletter.  

We have lots happening this month.  First, we welcome back Ms. Chuback, who is returning from a 
Maternity leave. We take this opportunity to express our appreciation to Ms. Puznak, who has simply 
been stellar in her first year of teaching.  We know that the students will miss her. She will continue with 
us for the remainder of the school year as we have dedicated some funds towards additional supports 
for the grade 1 and 2 students. This, coupled with the ongoing additional supports by Ms. Strezlec for 
the grade 3 and 4 students, as well as supports for our gr. 5 students through Ms. Kowalchyk and gr. 6 
supports through Ms. Ferretti. Extra supports for our students are abundant here at St. John Bosco!  
Second, on March 1st we will begin collecting for the crisis in the Ukraine and ask our parents to refer to 
the pertinent section within this newsletter. Your donations are greatly appreciated. Third, March 17th, 
we will be hosting our virtual demonstration of leaning, parents will get the online booking information 
as part of a swift mail out.  And finally, as part of our school-wide student recognition program, we will 
be celebrating our Terrific Kids on March 18th; presentations will be held in each homeroom, and we 
look forward our final Terrific Kids presentations in June to be held in person in the gym by grade level 
division.  

Parents are also reminded that they will have one final opportunity for this year to go online and 
purchase SJB Spirit wear; online ordering will run  from March 1 until April 10th.  Grade 6 parents are 
encouraged to purchase as a keepsake of their child’s time here at SJB before they move on to Junior 
High School.   To purchase your SJB Spirit wear, please click on the link to which will take you to the 
online store at    https://stjohnboscoschoolspiritwearspring22.itemorder.com/ 
  
 

https://stjohnboscoschoolspiritwearspring22.itemorder.com/


March 21st officially brings us the season of Spring.  We look forward to the signs of Spring around us, 
bringing us increased daylight hours, sunshine, puddles of water after much needed melt off. We are 
hopeful that these many signs of new life will also help to inspire us to once again go forth and grow 
anew in spirit, mind, and body.  As always, please note that the Thursday before Spring break is a full 
day of school, and the Friday becomes the early dismissal day for all students in Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. As such, our early dismissal day is flipped from the Thursday to Friday, March 25th.  Lastly, a 
reminder that Spring break runs from March 25 to April 3rd.  School resumes on Monday, April 4th. 

We wish you a great month ahead as we continue our Lenten journey in preparation for Easter. 

 
Ms. A. Esposito-Brady    Ms. D. Kowalchyk     
Principal      Assistant Principal   
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YEAR AT A GLANCE  

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates and 
events for the year.  Please note that dates are subject to change.   

YEAR AT A GLANCE  

MONTH AT A GLANCE  

To access the events for the month, click on the link below:  

MARCH CALENDAR 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 13, 2022, at 2:00 A.M. On 
Saturday night, clocks are set forward one hour (i.e., losing one hour) to 
“spring forward.”  

 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Eb9VwkDFnkVCkVhkfgGo84kBCZ0lcZzGgG2CtDU0mHfb-Q?e=blFPYc
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EUiDjhcrTORBm1dcT9bPqeoBYEUNqktnyNiUzFYIvcj5bA?e=0r2nwr
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COVID 19 SCHOOL PLAN UPDATES   

On Saturday, Feb. 26, the government announced a final 
decision about proceeding to Step 2 of the provincial plan to lift 
almost all Covid-19 restrictions on March 1. As such, there will no 
longer be a school based Covid School Plan update, but rather 
for the duration of the school year,  we will refer you to the most 
current ECSD Plan.   

For highlights of the ECSD Plan please see below:  

• Effective March 1, 2022, and as part of Step 2, the province will remove remaining school 
requirements including Kindergarten to Grade 6 cohorting, performance activities, and physical 
distancing. 

• Families are still required to complete the Daily Health Checklist for children each morning to 
determine if it is safe to attend school. School staff will continue to complete the Daily Health 
Checklist for adults. 

• While the Alberta Government no longer requires students and staff to wear a mask, families can 
make their own decisions, but masking will not be monitored or enforced by school staff. We will 
continue to support all children and staff, including those who choose to wear a mask and those 
who choose not to wear a mask at school. 

• Schools will continue with enhanced cleaning practices, including regular cleaning and disinfecting 
of high-touch surfaces. 

• Alcohol-based sanitizers will be available and used throughout the school and at designated entry 
points, as well as a part of daily routines, handwashing will be encouraged with washroom use, 
recess, and lunch. 

• Schools will have visible signage about hand washing and proper respiratory etiquette. 

During this month our school staff will be working on plans for the re-introduction of events and 
activities done at our school pre-covid. Furthermore, because of the removal of cohorting, staff will 
over the next 3 weeks work to re-teach past ‘regular’ routines, procedures, and protocols with the 
new ‘learned best practices’ off the past 2 years for optimal student and staff safety.  

We ask that parents remain patient with us as we move to this next step. Please be mindful that 
while we will slowly move to normal daily school procedures, we will need the support and patience 
of our parents as we work to re-introduce things. In April, we will be starting up our hot lunch 
program and we will also be re-starting our flex program for student voice and choice.  In advance, 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Our%20Division/Communications%20and%20Engagement%20Services/ECSD%20Back%20to%20School%20Plan.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=QVWudI
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we thank our parents for their patience and want our families to know that our plans to reintroduce 
things back are well underway.  

STUDENT ILLNESSES/ DAILY HEALTH CHECKLIST 

Parents play a key role in keeping not only their child well but also all children at 
our school healthy. We ask that when your child is not well, that you keep them 
home so they can rest and give their body time to deal with symptoms.  

As indicated, Schools in our District will continue to use the AHS Covid-19 Checklist 
at this time. Parents are to continue using it as a guide towards determining the wellness of their 
child(ren) prior to sending them to school.  

Daily Health Screening Questionnaire 

We have learned many things about the transmission of germs over the past 2 years, and as such we 
believe that today more than ever, staff and parents have excellent information and tools to help stop 
the transmission of germs.  

The importance of being at home and resting to get well at home is essential in considering and 
protecting the general school population; this has always been and will continue to be very important 
for all.   

Any students who are manifesting signs and symptoms of being unwell will be sent to the office and 
their parents called for pickup.  

TWITTER ACCOUNT -@StJohnBoscoYEG – follow us today! 

Do you follow us on Twitter?  Why not join us?  This March will mark our 5 year 
anniversary since we first started tweeting as a school community! 

We invite parents who haven’t yet followed us to consider doing so.  It is a a great 
tool to communicate not only to our school community but all communities around us to share what 
makes St. John Bosco School so special.   The SJB Twitter account features all sorts of things such as, the 
latest school information, reminders, notices of upcoming events, celebrations of events that have 
occurred, as well as educational articles, parenting tips, inspirational quotes, and sound bites to sooth 
the soul.  We hope you will follow us @StJohnBoscoYEG 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Parents and community members are asked to use our school’s website to stay up to date 
on the latest going on in our school.   

The school website is filled with information related to the school’s academic and 
extracurricular programs, special student services and support, registration and hours of 
operation information, monthly newsletters and calendars highlighting school events.   

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EeXjLkItyb1Fk1_jGyn4vYMBdBMra5onVwTK7jj9CnpmKQ?e=nsCUAf
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This is also a great tool to tell your friends and family about should they be interested in registering their 
children at our school.  The website also allows you to email the principal directly and provide 
suggestions and/or inquire about school programs and/or events.   

To visit our website, click on the following link, St. John Bosco School Website 

HANSEL AND GRETEL VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE  
A Live-Streaming Event Just for Us!  St. John Bosco students and staff will 
be taking part, as audience members, in The Hansel and Gretel 
production on Friday, March 11 at 1pm .  Real human-beings performing 
for us in real-time!  Storytelling is an ancient part of the human tradition, 
and AMTC doesn’t want to miss the chance to ignite our 
imaginations.  Thank you to AMTC for this wonderful performance! 

STEP BY STEP HOW TO REGISTER AT OUR SCHOOL  

For a step-by-step guide on how to register at our school, click on the link below.  
 
STEP BY STEP REGISTRATION GUIDE 
 
For anyone who has family, or friends interested in registering at our school, 
we ask that you relay this information and/or ask them to call us at the school 
or visit our school's website using the link provided below.  

For your convenience, the following link will connect you to our school’s 
website https://www.ecsd.net/1024.  

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete our online registration form 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today 

ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS FOR 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR 
ONLINE INTENTION PROCESS (Feb 28th- March 17th) 
Once again, ECSD will be asking all families to indicate their intentions for the upcoming school year 
using an online format as was done last year.  On February 28th our division’s online intention process 
opened.  Please note that the process closes on March 17, and we ask that you complete it promptly 
to have the best information possible as we begin to plan for the next school year. Refer to your swift 
email dated Feb. 21st for the instructions on how to complete, if you haven’t already done so.  

This information is very important to us and helps our school to begin planning and preparing for the 
upcoming school year. Having good estimates/projections related to enrollments is important as we 
begin to plan for staffing and other school needs.   

Whether you reside within our catchment area or not, as a current student already at SJB, we are 
happy to continue your child(ren)s academic programming for the duration of their elementary 
schooling.  As such, we have committed to reserving a spot for your child to continue their schooling 
at St. John Bosco School. However, your confirmed submission online of your intentions will be 
necessary to finalize our preparations. 

https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://docs.google.com/document/d/188mw0kGNBt_Ta0NBNswFWLIrCCdZGA23esm9ke_Zolc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
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Thank you for completing your online submission of your intentions as soon as possible upon receiving 
the notification from our Division. 

STEP BY STEP ‘HOW TO REGISTER’ AT OUR SCHOOL FOR NEW FAMILIES  

For a step-by-step guide on how to register at our school, click on the link below.  
STEP BY STEP REGISTRATION GUIDE 
 
For anyone who has family, or friends interested in registering at our school, we ask that you relay this 
information and/or ask them to call us at the school or visit our school's website using the link 
provided below.  

For your convenience, the following link will connect you to our school’s website 
https://www.ecsd.net/1024.  

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete our online registration form 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today 

INFORMATION FOR NEW REGISTERING FAMILIES 
 
For information about our registration process for the upcoming 2022-23 school year, visit our school 
website and click on the open house banner and click on READ MORE.  Alternatively, scroll down in 
this newsletter for information related to our Kindergarten and Grades 1-6 programming.  

For your convenience, the following link will connect you to our school’s website 
https://www.ecsd.net/1024.  

If you are interested in registering your child, click on the link to complete an online registration form 
at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today, which will be active in January for next 
year’s registration process.  

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS REGISTERING A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN  
 

Entering Kindergarten is an exciting time for both, you and 
your child and it is an important first step in their Catholic 
education journey. We have both morning and afternoon 
classes.  We want the transition to our school to be as 

smooth as possible for our families.  We invite you to attend our Kindergarten Open House. 

At St. John Bosco Catholic Elementary School community our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” 
speaks to our school’s philosophy. Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our dedicated 
staff are just a few of the many ways in which we ensure that your children are surrounded with an 
environment that is focused on learning and respect for one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/188mw0kGNBt_Ta0NBNswFWLIrCCdZGA23esm9ke_Zolc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
https://www.ecsd.net/1024
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today
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& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that are wishing to register their children are free 
to do so and will be considered provided there is space and programming for their child. St. John Bosco 
School has an inquiry-based school environment that is inclusive and permeates our Catholic faith.  

Our Kindergarten Program includes the following: 

• Certified Teacher 
• Early Learning Educational Assistants 
• Faith-Based & Inclusive Learning Environment 
• Reggio Inspired Programming  
• Engaged & Inquiry-Based Learning Environment 
• Learning through Discovery & Play  
• Integration of the Fine Arts 
• Rich oral language opportunities 
• Faith based instruction permeates all subject matter. 

The Multi-Disciplinary Team – Supporting Inclusive Programming. 
In Early Learning, all our programs are inclusive and are serviced by our Early Learning Team that 
includes Speech Language Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Phys-Ed 
Specialist, Behavior Specialists, Family School Liaison Workers, Fine Art Specialists and Early Learning 
Consultants. Please click on link to see a listing of all our school’s service providers for a variety of 
services that our students receive based on interventions they require.   

We look forward to seeing you at our open house and encourage you to attend to learn more 
about our school and all that it has to offer your child. If you are not able to make it to our open 
house, please proceed to St. John Bosco School Website and click on register here.   

For your convenience, we will provide a registration package at the open house and will assist you in 
gathering all the necessary documents and forms to complete the application process.  Applications 
for Registration Packages will only be considered when all the specified documents/forms are 
attached as part of your application.  

For parents who wish to see if their child qualifies for kindergarten, please read below:  

ELIGIBILITY:  

• To qualify for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2022.  

DOCUMENTATION:  

• You will be required to provide a copy of: 
• Child’s Birth Certificate  
• Proof of Residency to verify home address (utility bill) and if applicable, childcare provider 

confirmation. 
• Complete and sign an ECSD Student Registration Form 
• Sign the Early Learning forms attached to the Registration Application Package you receive. 

TRANSPORTATION:  

• Determine with office staff, if you qualify for transportation based on your address and 
complete the necessary forms. 
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GRADE 1-6 PROGRAMMING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Our motto, “Celebrating God and Youth” speaks to our school’s philosophy. 
Our liturgical celebrations, living our core values and our dedicated staff are 
just a few of the many ways in which we ensure that your children are 
surrounded with an environment that is focused on learning and respect for 
one another. 

St. John Bosco School serves the communities of Crystallina Nera East & West, McLeod Park, Cherry 
Grove, Mayliewan and Schnosee. Our attendance area is East to West 59A St to 82 St and from North 
& South 173 Ave to 153 Ave.  Parents from other areas that wish to register their children can complete 
an application package and will be considered provided there is space and programming. 

Our Mission: 
To prepare our students to live in and contribute to a changing world and 
engage in active faith-filled, lifelong learning; St. John Bosco School provides 
an interactive and collaborative inquiry-based learning environment that 
promotes higher level critical thinking utilizing real-world tools. 

 

We Offer: 

• ‘Universal Design for Learning’ that incorporates best practices for multiple & flexible options for student expression & 
engagement such as, multiple technologies & diverse learning spaces for student needs & choice.  

• Inquiry-based learning that offers student engagement & Multi-age Instruction for Project-based Learning. 
• (S.T.E.A.M.) Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math focused Learning Commons/Makerspaces that includes a 

Wind Tunnel, Magnet Wall, Lego Wall, Light Labs, Robotics, Dash & Dot Coding Robots, Cubelets® Robot Blocks Osmos, 
Tagoo Blocks, & more hands-on learning tools for optimal inquiry-based learning. 

• Learning & Tech Coaches to coordinate flexible approaches to learning, customized for individual student needs. 
• Multiple Disciplinary Team (MDT) of Service Providers (OT, SLP, PT, FSLW, EBS, RCSD).  
• Full wireless capabilities with smartboards, FM systems, netbooks, chrome books, iPads, laptops and more. 
• Junior ATB Financial Literacy Program   
• French as a Second Language Instruction.  
• Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI) for Struggling Readers, SIOP Program for (ELL) English Language Learners. 
• Google Classroom  
• Robotics  
• Mathletics Program  
• Discovery Education  
• Kagan Collaborative Strategies   
• Transportation for catchment students  
• ‘Munch a Lunch’ Hot Lunch Program 
• Before & After School Care Facilities: Gold Star, Kinder Kollege Daycare, Tots 2 Kids, & Numerous Day Homes. 
• We also offer a MULTIPDISCIPLINARY TEAM OF PERSONNEL providing services to student. Please click on link to see a listing 

of all our school’s service providers for a variety of services that our students receive based on interventions they require.   

Extracurricular Activities 

• SJB Student
• -Led Broadcast Team  
• Environmental Education & 

Engagement Club  

• Jr. & Sr. Technology Club 
• Social Justice Service Learning  
• Student Leadership Team  

• Running Club  
• Volleyball Team  
• Cheerleading Team  
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• Floor Hockey   
• Soccer Teams 
• Music Ministry  
• Sr. & Jr. Glee Club  

• Hand Bell  
• Ukulele & Recorder Instruction  
• Orff Instruction  

• Annual School Wide 
Performances  

• Other community performance 
venues 

If you are looking for a new school for your child in Grades 1-6, click on the link to complete our 
online registration form at https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-online-today

PREPARATIONS FOR THE LENTEN PERIOD 

As we continue to prepare for our Lenten journey, please note the following: 
• Shrove Tuesday, Mar. 1 - no pancakes this year, we will focus on teaching the 
significance as preparation for Lent and Ash Wednesday. 
• Ash Wednesday, Mar. 2 on broadcast 
• Reconciliation Day, April 12th student remain in homeroom cohort, teaching of 
reconciliation will take place by teachers with opportunity for the children to 
participate in virtual reconciliation with priests is currently being coordinated.  
• Stations of the Cross & Seder Meal Week, April 11-14th This event will take place 
as always in homeroom cohort.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 2022- WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 ON BROADCAST 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season. We will celebrate as a school community 
on Wednesday, March 2 at 8:30 am. The celebration will be led by our Grade 4 classes and will be 
pre-recorded. All students will watch and participate in the celebration via our broadcast at the 
same time. This is a special time where the symbolic cross of ashes reminds us to turn away from sin, 
and to follow Jesus. On Ash Wednesday, we come together to remind ourselves that we don’t 
always follow God’s ways and need to ask God for His mercy and forgiveness. The small sacrifices we 
make during Lent make room in our hearts to welcome the risen Jesus at Easter. We encourage our 
students to pray more, to fast from bad habits, words, or actions and to give up the things that may 
not be healthy for us during the season of Lent. Please take some time to talk with your child about 
the meaning of Lent and discuss together what could be a meaningful sacrifice for this time. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SERVICE LEARNING-WE CARE MARKETPLACE  

Our visit to the clansman park as part of our annual We Care 
Marketplace took place on Sunday, February 27. Students and 
families of St. John Bosco School gathered to help Edmonton’s 
homeless and underprivileged. We would like to thank all those who 
came out to help because this was certainly a team effort. 
The driving forces behind the “We Care Marketplace” are members 
of the Sherwood Park Alliance Church, who show up weekly, every 
Sunday of the year, along with some other denominational groups to 

minister to the less fortunate. St. John Bosco School, as a Catholic community, has been blessed to join 
these groups, to contribute in a small way to Edmonton’s homeless. They are a wonderful organization 



 

and would welcome our support.  If you are interested in getting involved in the We Care Ministries 
contact, Zane Nykiforuk at znykiforuk@gmail.com. Modelling the different stages of Social Justice to 
our children is a determining factor that they too will grow up wanting to contribute to society and 
“Make a Difference” - exactly what we are called to do! 
As you know, together we can all make a difference through our social justice service-learning projects. 
With the support of every homeroom class, students collected donations and dropped items off into 
bins located within our foyer. Thank you for all your donations and to the staff and families who joined 
us at Clansman Park for this worthwhile project.   

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

St. John Bosco School continues to teach about the importance of Social Justice 
Service Learning as part of being caring and compassionate citizens. As Ukraine is 
in a state of emergency as military operations in the eastern European country 
continue to escalate, we as a community would like to offer help in this time of 
need. Please pray for families as they face fearful and uncertain days ahead and 
pray also for our teams and partners as they seek ways to help the hurting in Jesus’ 
Name. We have prayed and talked with our students at school on 

announcements and in the classes. Before concluding his general audience on Wednesday, Pope 
Francis said: “I would like to appeal to those with political responsibilities to do a serious examination of 
conscience before God, who is the God of peace and not of war, who is the father of all and not only 
of some, who wants us to be brothers and sisters and not enemies.” As a Catholic community, we can 
pray for peace and hope.   

Our division will be sending details on how to deposit any funds into school accounts that are 
destined to Ukraine. All the funds we collect will be sent to the Ukrainian Eparchy and matched by 
existing supports.   More information on how you can donate click on the link 
https://eeparchy.com/donate/  

SJB SPIRITWEAR SALES OPEN- MARCH 1 TO APRIL 10, 2022  
 
SJB Spirit wear online sales open March 1 and runs until April 10th.  Grade 6 
parents are encouraged to purchase as a keepsake of their child’s time here at 
SJB before they move on to Junior High School.   
  
To purchase your SJB Spirit wear, please click on the link to which will take you to 
the online store.      https://stjohnboscoschoolspiritwearspring22.itemorder.com/ 
  
Expected order delivery date is approximately 4-5 weeks from the end of the sale not from the date of 
purchase. 
  
This link is also located on our school website and can be found on the left menu “Online Payments” 
tab. 

  

mailto:znykiforuk@gmail.com
https://eeparchy.com/donate/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstjohnboscoschoolspiritwearspring22.itemorder.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Cde515a1eda5946ed0cc908d9f7cc0e49%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637813278053290373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9sz%2B8S26lYuQvjI43sBJIvuUBKQbm%2BIEYFkkSG%2BBVmQ%3D&reserved=0


 

 
HOME READING PROGRAM - BOSCO BOOKWORM REWARDS 

We are very excited to celebrate our ongoing monthly ‘Bosco Bookworm’ Home 
Reading Program.  We were happy to alter the home reading program rewards 
for the children by introducing a ‘FREE BOSCO BOOK’ in lieu of having pizza lunch 
with me.  
It has been a wonderful experience to witness the excitement from all our St. John 
Bosco students as they enter their names into a monthly draw for a FREE BOOK! 

Over the past few years, our SJB Home Reading Program has already proven to be a GREAT SUCCESS 
and I look forward to continuing to watch the enthusiastic attitude and love for reading.   
BOSCO BOOKWORM AWARD MONTHLY RECIPIENTS Congratulations to the following students whose 
names have been drawn for February’s Bosco Bookworm Award:  
 

OOA: Lauren P. 

Nathaniel M. 

1A: Isabella K. 2A: Milana C. 3A: Eli G. 4A: Shannen S. 5A: Brooklyn R. 6A: Alexa F. 

OOB: Reina E. 1B: TJ B. 2B: Sara F. 3B: Olivia I. 4B: Caleb Y. 5B: Eumhei G 6B: Cohen S. 

OOC: Holly D. 1C: Elise Yue 2C: Aria S. 3C: Evan B. 4C: Omna H. 5C: Cain C. 6C: Liam R. 

OOD: Ella G. 1D: Tallon K. 2D: Evelyn I. 3D: Emily C.     

   
ONGOING REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT  

Assessment of Learning/Report Cards/Power Teacher Pro 
Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the 
PowerSchool gradebook. For parents, this means having access to a child’s 
report card at any point in time.   

Report Cards 
The student’s progress is reported on an ongoing basis. We encourage 

parents to go into the parent portal and to check on their child’s progress ongoingly.   

VIRTUAL TEACHER/PARENT CONFERENCES – MARCH 17, 2022 

After discusssions with staff and to be most prudent as we use the month of March 
to orient ourselves as we work to re-enter fully, we have decided to have our 
Demonstrations of Learning in March take place in a virtual format as was done 
this November.  Please watch for the swift email and its attachment for details 
and information related to our March Demonstration of Learning.  

TERRIFIC KIDS WITH GIFTS RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

We will be celebrating with our second 
VIRTUAL Terrific Kids with GIFTS recognition on 
Friday, March 18 in the afternoon,  
 



 

These in class presentations will honour, celebrate and acknowledge 
students who have nurtured their GIFTS by sharing the virtues taught 
throughout the months of December, January and February: CHARITY, 
COURAGE and LOVE. 
  
Students in Division 1 (K-GR. 3) will be recognized in their homeroom 
classes, followed by Division 2 (GR. 4-6) who will also be recognized in their 
homeroom classes, each student will receive a certificate, pencil, treat 
and bumper sticker or magnet which is graciously supplied by Edmonton 
South West Kiwanis Club and spearheaded by Mr. Dan O’Keefe who 
generously volunteers his time.  
  
Please note the virtues highlighted for each of the respective months 
throughout the year are aligned with the Catholic virtues outlined monthly 
in student agendas and are as follows:  
 

September Hospitality            
October Gratitude 
November Peace 
December Charity 

January Courage 
February Love 
March Forgiveness 

  
 
HOT LUNCH - HEALTHY HUNGER  
 

SJB Hot Lunch is coming back!  We have begun planning to run our first SJB HOT 
LUNCH in April.  

Our hot lunch service provider is called Healthy Hunger.  This is a nationwide 
program with over 200 schools using the program in the Edmonton area. We 

know from experience with them that they offer extraordinary service. They have some very keen 
features that help to make our hot lunch day efficient and comes with no cost, as it is free of charge.   

To access the instructions on how to register and use this program, click on the link below: 

Healthy Hunger Parent Instructions  

If you haven’t already done so, please register on the Healthy Hunger website to order hot lunch for 
your child(ren) should you be interested.  
 
For the remainder of the year we will be offering the following hot lunch days, please see the timelines 
listed in the chart.  
 
Hot Lunch Vendor Order Deadline Hot Lunch Day 
Edo April 24, 2022 April 29, 2022 
Subway May 22, 2022 May 27, 2022 

 
Click on the link below, which will take you directly to the website to pay order and pay 
online:   https://healthyhunger.ca/ 
 
Please note that hot lunch is not available to kindergarten children due to their half-day program and 
dismissal times.   
 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EQ4aeNoGdPtNqaoEdymSPnQBa5NqZIHbdS_7rQuotrNITw?e=GsFpG5
https://healthyhunger.ca/


 

For this first hot lunch day we will not be using volunteers, however, we will be asking for volunteers 
during the May hot lunch day. If you are interested, please watch for the volunteer link in our May 
newsletter. Should you have any questions please email at sjbhotlunch@gmail.com Thank you for your 
continued support of our hot lunch program! 

 
FLEX TIME FOR STUDENTS 
Flex Time for students is back starting April! We are currently planning to 
have our first Flex Day of learning on Thursday, April 21st.  Flex Time is a 45-
minute period where there is no core instruction, instead, students may 
sign up for sessions of their choosing. There will be 25-28 sessions for the 
students to choose from. The activities have a broad range of engaging 
opportunities focused on both district and school wide growth initiatives.  
There are 7 Flex themes to celebrate as part of our first FLEX Day of the school year. 
 
Physical Activities Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Anti-Racism (EDIAR) Activities 
Indigenous Learning Activities Go Green Recycling/Awareness Activities 
Fine Arts/Music Activities Mental Health Activities 
Inquiry/Scientific Activities  

 
We look forward to building Flex Time to give our students voice and choice! 
 

HEART & STROKE JUMP ROPE FOR HEART EVENT 

St. John Bosco School held its fourth annual Jump Rope for Heart 
Campaign to raise money for the Heart & Stroke Foundation. The event 
took place on Monday, February 28th! Kids had a blast and got active 
doing it! We are incredibly pleased to announce that we raised a total of 
$1063.00 as of February 28, 2022 for the Heart and Stroke Foundation.  

Online fundraising is OPEN until March 7th. Click on this link to take you 
directly there: Heart and Stroke Website 

From this link you can:  

• Set-up your child’s personal fundraising page  
• Share your child’s fundraising page 
• Start a dialogue with your child about why they’re 

jumping 
• Practice the EASY healthy habits every day at home 

and track them online! 

Click here for the Jump Rope Thank-you video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBdcrfbtnU0  

 
 
 
 

mailto:sjbhotlunch@gmail.com
https://secure-support.heartandstroke.ca/site/TR/Jump2022/Jump2022?team_id=85961&pg=team&fr_id=7746&consID=1358956&s_locale=en_CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBdcrfbtnU0


 

VIRTUAL STEM OILERS PROGRAM   
 

On March 8th, our grade four classes will have an opportunity to be a 
part of an exciting *no cost* program that connects math and science 
concepts to real-world applications in sports and hockey: Future Goals 
Hockey Scholar. This online program helps teach STEM to Grade 4 
students through interactive labs connected to sports! It is curriculum 
aligned to Alberta's science and math standards as well.  It will be an 

excellent opportunity to use our math and science skills to work through digital stem lessons.  Thank 
you to Everfi for the opportunity.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL (SC) VIRTUAL MEETING – APRIL 13, AT 6:30 PM 

On Feb 23rd school council used the grant money they received to host a 
session for parents on Anxiety and depression, some great information was 
shared. Our next School Council Meeting will once again be held in person in 
the staffroom on April 13 at 6:30 pm.  Parents who attend are asked to use the 
staff parking lot door on the east side of the school. We hope that we have a 
great turn out and are excited about sharing some news of upcoming events in 
April! 

School Council and the Parent Fundraising Society are committed to collaborating and supporting the 
school towards enhancing student programming. The role these groups play is invaluable as they work 
closely with the school, staff, and administration.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on the following 
link:  Chief Superintendent's Monthly Message 

 
DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 

 

ECSD is committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information for all stakeholders.  
For such information, please visit our District’s website and click on Catholic Identity.  For your 
convenience the following link will take you to our Faith Alive page, which features a variety of 
Catholic faith learning resources. To access that information please click on the following link: 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive  
 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/9041/chief-superintendent-s-message
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive


 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO PARISH INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

For parish sacramental preparation 
information, please click on the links below for 
the most current parish information. 

St. Dominic Savio Parish has opened 
registrations for Confirmation. The classes will 
be held online on every Second Wednesday 
from 6-8 PM, starting February 9th. There will be 
an initial class and confirmation of registration 
session held on January 30th from 2-4 PM. For 
more information, check out our registration 
and information page on: 

https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/confirmation/ for additional information, please 
contact the pastoral assistant as noted below. 
Joshua Pimentel, Pastoral Assistant 
St. Dominic Savio Parish 
Ph.: 780-473-4259 Ext.2 
E-mail: Stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca 
 
 

 
FOCUS ON HEALTH & WELLNESS  

March is National Nutrition Month! What a great time to 
become more familiar with Canada’s new food guide! During 
the month of March, we invite everyone to focus on using these 
“Ingredients for a Healthier Tomorrow”.  

     

Another great way to 
incorporate healthy initiatives in your families lives is by 
focusing on healthy connections. On February 23, 2022, SJB 
hosted a parent session on depression and anxiety through 
the The Family Centre. Healthy connections were said to be 
the number one thing that makes children more resilient. For 
more ways to support your child or for more information, 
check out The Family Centre site.  

Resilience is the social-emotional skill that helps us get back 
up after something doesn’t quite go our way. This is an 
important skill because we all fail sometimes. That’s part of 

https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/confirmation/
mailto:Stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca
https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/
https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/nutritionmonth
https://www.familycentre.org/


 

life. Click on the picture of 12 Ways to Build Resilient Learners for tips and strategies of raising a resilient 
child.  

It is not only important to fuel our bodies with healthy foods, but we also need to get active too! If 
you are looking for an easy to use app to help track your family's physical activity, consider the 
Participation app! https://www.participaction.com/en-ca/programs/app 

This FREE app is designed to help you fit 
physical activity into your busy life and 
reward you with great prizes! There are 
exercise videos, movement guidelines and 
so much more! 

FOCUS ON MATH 

Numeracy and Music at Home 

Most children enjoy music. It is one of the first ways that a child experiences 
math. Babies clap along with their parents. Children react to the beat, rhythm 
and melody of music, all of which are based on mathematical principles. 
Math songs help children to remember mathematical concepts and in some 
cases, to better understand those concepts. Emphasize beats by stomping 
and clapping and counting forward or backward. Use the beat to count by 
2’s, 5’s and 10’s. Make patterns with claps and have your child repeat or 
extend the pattern. Find songs that include number concepts. For example:  

 

Counting songs help children to count, but they also help children to develop other concepts, such 
as one-to-one correspondence (counting one thing for each number word).  

An example of a favourite math poem is:  

Five Green and Speckled Frogs  
sat on a speckled log  
Eating some most delicious bugs.  
Yuuuuuuuuummmmmmmmm...yuuummm!  
One jumped into the pool  
where it was nice and cool.  
Then there were four green speckled frogs, Glub, glub.  
Four green and speckled frogs…  
Three green and speckled frogs…  
Two green and speckled frogs…  
One green and speckled frog… … 
Then there were no green speckled frogs! Glub, glub, glub, glub.  
 

Youtube and other websites provide many examples of songs for teaching math. One website that 
provides a wide variety of math songs with words and music is: 
http://www.songsforteaching.com/mathsongs.htm. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.participaction.com%2Fen-ca%2Fprograms%2Fapp&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Ce1f76a8c12604cd94e9a08d8d458cc31%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637492825150618212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=urThEP3Nc5LzThGVmN4PM9xq2H5ujNzgHhUFtcKHB8s%3D&reserved=0
http://www.songsforteaching.com/mathsongs.htm


 

FOCUS ON INQUIRY LEARNING  

Our students have begun their inquiry projects at school.  Many are researching and learning about 
subjects that are new and interesting to them.   

At SJB, we use the competencies set out by Alberta Education to 
develop successful learners. Competencies are critical for equipping 
students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes that they will need to 
successfully navigate their personal journeys in learning, living and 
working. 

Students are the artists, scientists, thinkers, innovators and leaders of 
the future. They will be tasked with solving the problems of today, 
while imagining and creating a new tomorrow.  

Students use and develop competencies when they encounter 
unfamiliar or challenging situations. Competencies help students draw 
and build upon what they know, how they think and what they can 

do. In school, students develop and apply competencies through subject-area content and learning 
experiences. 

It is exciting to see the students start their projects and become researchers and questioning their 
ideas.  Stay tuned to hear more about these inquiry projects. Below is an article about inquiry-based 
learning you might find interesting. 

https://www.knowatom.com/blog/8-things-about-inquiry-based-learning-you-may-not-have-known  

https://www.knowatom.com/blog/8-things-about-inquiry-based-learning-you-may-not-have-known
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