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Administrators’ Message  

Pope Francis reminds young people that Jesus looks to them and invites them to journey with him. They 
are urged to be open to God’s plan in becoming joyful disciples. Catholic schools put Christ, the witness 
of faith, and the teachings of the Catholic Church at the centre of the educational enterprise. By 
placing Christ at the centre of all they are and all they do, Catholic schools make sure that a student’s 
journey into adulthood is also a journey of faith. The journey recognizes that true knowledge, learning, 
justice, peace and human freedom are a response of love to the God who is Love. ‘I will restore you 
to health and heal your wounds, declares the Lord.’ Jeremiah 30:17 
 
On November 7th we celebrate Catholic Education.  The  second Sunday in November is a special time 
for Catholic education. This year’s theme: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together celebrates Catholic 
education in Alberta for over 160 years.  Alberta is one of three provinces in Canada with publicly 
funded Catholic education; Ontario and Saskatchewan are the other two. Currently, 180,000 students 
attend Catholic schools in Alberta. As a community we are called in gratitude, faith and action to 
ensure that our children and future generations continue to learn and grow in our Catholic schools. 
Please click on the link to view the letter from the Alberta Bishops.  In your homes, your neighborhoods, 
your schools, and your parishes, tell your stories of Catholic education.  Let your voice be heard. Every 
day is a celebration of Catholic education.  Let us be grateful for our blessings and commit our support.   

Advocates such as GrACE (Grateful Advocates for Catholic 
Education) was formally established on May 10, 2017, as 
Parent Advocating for Catholic Education (PACE) and 
emerged from discussions at Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
schools council of councils’ meeting in April, 2017. 

The group wanted to support and enhance the work already being done by our trustees, schools and 
central office. Parents indicated that there was a lack of understanding regarding the history, 
mandate, and issues facing Catholic education. Parents were very supportive of our schools, but 
information or conversations designed to build knowledge and understanding did not take place. 
There was a desire to build understanding within the group and share information with Catholic school 
parents. PACE evolved from a desire to inform our community and encourage them to advocate for 
the gift of Catholic education in Alberta. 

PACE officially changed its name to GrACE CTR in April of 2019 to align with the provincial GrACE 
organization (Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education). The goal of GrACE is to advocate for 
publicly funded education across the province of Alberta.  It is supported by the Alberta Bishops, 
Alberta Catholic School Trustees and the Catholic Superintendents of Alberta. GrACE invites all those 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/2021_10_20_Alberta%20Bishops%20Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%20Letter%202021.pdf


 

who are committed to Catholic Education to get involved and advocate for our schools and our 
children. 

November is also a time to honor all those who given their life to military service so that we may live in 
a democratic society free to share our opinions and values openly and safely with one another.  To 
commemorate the fallen, the students and staff of St. John Bosco School will be paying our respects 
during our Remembrance Day ceremony on Tuesday, November 10th, within each homeroom. As well, 
this year the annual No Stone Left Alone tradition continues but will be done in an adapted format 
within the classrooms where they will participate using live stream. Additional details can be found 
within the NSLA section of this newsletter.   

On Thursday, November 25th our Demonstration of Learning will be held with two components allowing 
a parent to choose their preferred format based on parent voice and choice.  First,  a video component 
will be shared by each of the teachers, as well as the opportunity for parents to book some time over 
MS Teams, should they choose. The second, is the self-paced student demonstration component, 
whereby parents can see their children demonstrate their term’s learning at their convenience and 
pace. We are excited to share this format based on input and feedback received from parents last 
year. Further detailed information will be emailed out to parents using Swift, as well as directly by their 
child’s teacher with pertinent links to access all that they need for the day of demonstration. We look 
forward to a high level of participation and all the rich discussion that we know the day will bring! We 
encourage parents to be sure to access the parent portal and view the assessment and reporting on 
their child’s progress in advance of the demo day.  

As done last year, and due to popular demand and request by our parents, we are happy to say that 
we will once again be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair. For details of the event, please refer to the 
specific section within this newsletter. 

We look forward to celebrating with you all, your children’s learning and develop during this first term! 

Ms. A. Esposito-Brady     Ms. D. Kowalchyk   
Principal       Assistant Principal  

REFLECTION/PRAYER  
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 
 
November holds two special days for us… the first is All Saints Day and the second is 
Remembrance day.   
November 1st is All Saints Day and a very special time during our church year to pray 
for all 
those who have died and now enjoy the promises made to all of us through our 

Baptism. We believe in the communion of Saints and through faith ask them to intercede for us here 
on earth. It is very appropriate that since this feast falls in the month of November, we take this time to 
focus our thoughts on community and recognize at a deep level that we are really making God’s 
kingdom a reality to all we meet.  By doing this we also remember all peacemakers in the world that 
give themselves in the name of justice and liberty.  Yearly, we remember the fallen who gave the 
ultimate sacrifices both in war and peace times.  But let us also recognize our current national and 
local police and all others who work in title or in deed to see that fairness and equality for all is part of 



 

our living communities.  In much likeness, they too are like the communion of saints who intercede in 
our protection.   
 
Prayer of Remembrance 
Dear God,  
 
Thank- you for those who went before us fought and died for us because they believed that by their 
sacrifices, they could leave us a peaceful world. To observe Remembrance Day is to dedicate 
ourselves to the causes of peace. Peace within ourselves.  Peace with one another. Peace among all 
people. Jesus was a peacemaker. Each of us can be a  
Peacemaker like Jesus.  Oh God, we are proud of our peaceful country, its beauty, and its riches. 
 
Lord, we ask you to keep our land glorious and free: a land of peace. AMEN 
  

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates and 
events for the 2020-21school year.  Please note that dates are subject to 
change.   

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

 

MONTH AT A GLANCE -NOVEMBER  

To access the events for the month, click on the link below:  

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

 

SJB COVID 19 SCHOOL PLAN 2021-22   

Our SJB Covid 19 School Plan addresses the provincial measures to implement health and safety 
measures. Our priority continues to be to maintain in-person learning for students and staff. To that end, 
we will continue to take a measured approach towards ensuring optimal safety for all your children 
and our staff to keep our school as healthy and safe as possible.  
 
Our School Plan, as well as the current health and safety practices within our school, such as proper 
hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting, mask use, and getting 
vaccinated, will help in making our school the safest it can be.  
 
COVID-19 SAFETY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE- DAILY 

As you know, as parents you play a key and vital role by keeping your 
children home when symptomatic or sick. Please use the Daily Health 
Screening Questionnaire before sending your child to school. 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EfFQ3uC0LdpEiaxUxTks2UsBRQu2WYolR6S2Lfkq4KEdlg?e=1mauhC
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EQrWOzMCHSdDipwY3vmzlkQBxBPTKe8FqPFAbouP3cnIYw?e=D74Cn4
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EVBK3gHZVqlKpYaVJ8wusIcBJ46Tn3b2YRZ1L61OIn4LLA?e=moRU2D


 

 Daily Health Screening Questionnaire 

• The Alberta Health Daily Checklist has been recently revised for children who are close 
contacts of a family member who has tested positive for Covid.   

 
• It is now a recommendation for students and siblings to isolate for 14 days before returning to 

school. The 14-day isolation begins on the last day of exposure.  
 

• Teachers will post work in the Google Classroom for your student to complete each day. 
Please feel free to contact the teacher or the office if you have any questions.  

All students and staff and parents entering the school are asked to complete a daily screening 
questionnaire as a best practice towards ensuring that students are healthy and should be coming to 
school. Staff use the same tool to self-assess.  

Parents are reminded that children that are coughing, have running noses and 
present with a temperature should not be at school.  

Students who arrive at school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  

STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM (PARENT VERIFICATION for ACCURACY)  

Once again ECSD requires parent to complete an online verification and updating 
of information for each child registered.   

A swift notification letter was emailed to parents with information on how to 
complete the process.  For your convenience, please click link below to view step 
by step instructions on how to go in and verify the registration form for each child 
registered in our school. 

Step by Step Process -Verification of Student Registration 

This verification process is important because it ensures that we have the most current information in 
our PowerSchool database in the event of an emergency where contact was required.   The deadline 
is September 30th. THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING TO THIS IMMEDIATELY!  

FALL BACK TIME- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th  

SUNDAY, Nov 7, 2021 - Daylight Saving Time Ends MOVE CLOCKS BACK 1 HOUR 

When local daylight time is about to reach Sunday, November 7, 2021, 2:00:00 am 
clocks are turned backward 1 hour 1:00:00 am local standard time instead.  
Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour earlier than the day before. There will be 
more light in the morning.  

REGULAR BEDTIME IS IMPORTANT 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EbO4pssIVH1GkkrnjHYITS8Br24P2e2jt3fG9dEAqhqSdw?e=QNgR1C
https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/canada/edmonton?month=11&year=2017


 

 
One topic that we hear mentioned frequently 
by parents is bedtime. At school we see what 
happens when students do not get enough 
sleep. Students have a hard time keeping up 
when they are tired. Children need a regular 
bedtime and a regular bedtime routine. The 
bedtime should be based on the child’s need 
for sleep and sleeping patterns. 
 
It is good to have a planned routine for getting 
ready for bed and getting into bed. This may 

include bathing, brushing teeth, drinking a glass of water, saying good night, 
reading, or listening to music. Soothing, quiet activities may make the transition 
to sleeping easier. If your child has a difficult time falling asleep or has 
nightmares, your involvement in the “soothing” activities may need to be more 
extensive. Reading with your child may provide additional assurance to your 
child at bedtime. For younger children, a favorite toy or a night-light may be 
comforting too. 
 
Bedtime is a special time to be with a child. A good night’s sleep helps everyone 
have a better day! We hope these ideas are helpful to you and your children. 
 
CANCELLATION OF YELLOW BUSES DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry 
announcements with respect to transportation cancellations due to 
inclement weather conditions. Every effort is made to announce such 
cancellations no later than 6:30 am. Additionally, parents can refer to the 
BusPlanner App that is available, or can access the district transportation 

site at https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications for 
information on delays. 
 

RADIO STATIONS 

630 CHED   AM 930 The Light CJCA         CBC   
CISN FM 103.9  SHINE 105.9 FM     CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
THE CHUCK FM 92.5  TSN 1260      CFCW 840  
INEWS 880 AM  95.7 CRUZ FM               CAPITAL FM 96.3                            
KISS FM 91.7   The Bear 100.3 FM       K97 97.3 
UP! 99.3 FM   SONIC 102.9 FM    102.3 NOW! Radio 
HOT 107 FM   104.9 VIRGIN Radio 

 
TV STATIONS 

 
CITYTV           CTV Edmonton     GLOBAL Edmonton       CBC TV 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications


 

INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS 

As we felt over the past 2 weeks, the winter chill is upon us. Parents are 
reminded to ensure that children are dressed for brisk Alberta weather, which we all 
know can be very temperamental.  

It is key that kids dress in layers when there is rainy weather in the forecast, as kids 
will not have indoor recess for light drizzle/ rain.  Kids would only be indoors if it was 
a hard rainfall. During this pandemic, getting outside and experiencing fresh air has never been more important.   

Parents are reminded that on days those temperatures hit -21degrees, we will have all the doors open 
in the morning and children are free to come in and proceed directly to their homeroom area.  

Due to Covid and cohort integrity,  waiting in the hallways will not be an option. Supervisors will always 
be on hand within the building supervising students and directing them to their homeroom classrooms 
if we were to move indoors in the early morning due to inclement weather. Furthermore, as always, 
children would have indoor recess within in their homerooms. Teachers will review expected behaviors 
during these scenarios.  

A reminder that kids are not to be at school if ill. If ill, they will not be kept inside and that request will 
result in a call home to pick up the child, as a child who is too sick to go outdoors for recess should not 
be in school.  

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY 

Catholic Education Sunday:  Catholic Education in Alberta will be celebrated on Sunday, November 
7, 2021. 
 
Included you will find the Letter from the Alberta Bishops, information on the Theme - Rebuild, Restore, 
Renew, Together, and the Novena. The Novena begins on Thursday, October the 28th. We 
encourage you to pray the Novena as a school, during the morning prayers and announcements, in 
the week leading up to Catholic Education Sunday. 

Development and Peace:  This fall, Development and Peace/Caritas Canada has organized a 
campaign requesting accountability from the many Canadian industries operating in the South. The 
abuses to the aboriginal people as well as to the environment need to be addressed. There is a 
petition to the House of Commons requesting and demanding action the Members of Parliament. 
The Alberta/NWT Region would appreciate the Catholic schools in the province partnering with them 
to spread the message of social justice. Further details can be found on their Website at the following 
link:  https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/people-planet-first/take-action/ 
 Edmonton Interfaith Centre for Education and Action:  2022 Multi-Faith Calendar 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021/2021_10_20_Alberta%20Bishops%20Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%20Letter%202021.pdf&parent=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday-%20November%207.pdf&parent=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday-%20November%207.pdf&parent=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021/JOURNEY%20WITH%20SAINT%20JOSEPH%20Novena.pdf&parent=/sites/D0096/Shared%20Documents/Catholic%20Identity/Catholic%20Education%20Sunday%2c%202021
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/people-planet-first/take-action/&data=04%7c01%7csandra.talarico%40ecsd.net%7c818101505e2244dc0c4308d994b338cf%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637704323363837948%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=DhDqAtoX5F0nblNwv7mCPV/QZRQ%2BfXmbItfnxj/DkPI%3D&reserved=0
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/D0096/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7bB1CE7C80-44A5-4728-AF2E-E8DAF7D5134F%7d&file=CALENDAR%20%20POSTAGE%20FLYER%202021%20for%20ECSD.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true


 

SCHOOL PLAN FOR CONTINUOUS GROWTH  

All school jurisdictions in the Province of Alberta have made a shift in the way that they plan and 
report to their stakeholders through the Assurance Framework. 

In this framework, all education stakeholders accept responsibility for building capacity of the 
education system — in classrooms, schools, school authorities and in government. Ensuring continuous 
improvement throughout the system necessitates a collective approach that recognizes diversity 
within Alberta, relies on evidence to make decisions, and is responsive to the needs of students in their 
local contexts. (Funding Manual 2021-22, p.18) 

As part of our commitment to assuring our stakeholders that St. John Bosco School is providing a 
quality Catholic educational experience for our students, we have developed a plan for continuous 
growth which can be found on our website as part of the assurance dashboard. This dashboard 
provides you with a comprehensive tool to explore the ways in which we measure the success of our 
work in the goals and priorities that have been established in our SJB School Plan for Continuous 
Growth. 

The St. John Bosco School Plan for Continuous Growth is developed with the Alberta Education 
Ministerial Order in mind and aligns closely with our ECSD Plan for Continuous Growth.  
 
As part of our plan for continuous growth, St. John Bosco School seeks to create a working document 
that reflects the fluid nature of our work towards achieving optimal learning in our students within Christ-
Centered and inclusive environment that embraces and celebrates diversity.   
 
The document is responsive to feedback provided through various surveys completed by parents and 
students during the course of the past year as well as a variety of data collected related to student’s 
academic performance.  Furthermore, the document outlines our targeted goals and the specific 
strategies and actions we are incorporating to reach the goals established based on both feedback 
and data retrieved from various sources.  
 
Our School Plan for Continuous Growth will be reviewed at our November School Council meeting and 
can be accessed using the following link, School Plan for Continuous Growth ; it has also been posted 
to the school’s website assurance dashboard. Please take a few minutes to review the plan for the 
year by clicking on the link.  
 

 

 

 

https://datavisualizationpublic.ecsd.net/home/GrowthPlan?SchoolId=1024


 

ONGOING REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT  

Assessment of Learning/Report Cards/Power Teacher Pro 
We have an ongoing assessment and reporting system, whereby 
parents can access and see their child’s progress at any time. 
There will no longer be a summary report in January for 
families.  This change was made to encourage families to focus 
on the specific and timely assessment information that is present 
in the PowerSchool parent portal through ongoing outcomes-
based assessment.  

Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the PowerSchool gradebook. 
For parents, this means  having access to a child’s report card at any point in time. Teachers will follow 
up via email with parents who do not attend student led conferences, as this communication is very 
important for student success.  

Assessment and Reporting Family Support Resources 

• For Parents | Tracking Your Child's Learning [UPDATED VERSION] This video will walk families 
through the process of how to track their child's progress 

• How to View Report Cards in the Parent Portal 
• A Parent Guide To Assessment & Reporting is now posted on the Edmonton Catholic Schools 

public website.  Please share this valuable document with your families.   
 

Report Cards 
The student’s progress is reported on an ongoing basis. Student progress will be formally reported to 
parents in June, where the next grade level placement recommendation is made at that time.   

Online Parent-Teacher Conferences (Adapted due to COVID) 
Due to COVID 19 protocols, Demonstration of Learning, as done in the past will not take place. 
Alternatively, we will have Parent-Teacher conferences and learning demonstrations by students at 
home,  which will take place in November and March, where discussion and work sent home for 
students to demonstrate their learning will take place.  

Detailed Information regarding our Demonstration of Learning and the Booking link will be 
forthcoming via Swift communications. 

Assessment and Reporting Schedule for the 2021-22 School Year:  
Demonstration of Learning: November 25, 2021 

Demonstration of Learning: March 17, 2022 

Final Report Card: June 28, 2022 

Ongoing reporting is available online to parents/guardians via the PowerSchool parent portal. 
However, if you wish to discuss your child’s progress or marks at any time, please feel free to call or 
email the school. 

Parents who are new to ECSD are provided with their own PowerSchool passcode which will allow 
them to view their child’s ongoing progress and summary report cards online. PowerSchool accounts 
remain in effect from year to year, so parents only need to create an account once.  

To log in to the Parent Portal and view your child’s ongoing reporting and assessments click here. 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/3PH3N0tiVuw&data=04%7c01%7cBahaa.Moussallem%40ecsd.net%7cc40e6728a6f045fd175b08d97eb758fa%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637680148202042112%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=mo8DZzoIZN76J6z5VfQnkbDdA0AdzUw4X34sE3WBbzQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id%3D%252Fsites%252FPublicWebsiteFiles%252FFiles%252FDivision%252FPrograms%252FLearning%2520in%2520ECSD%252FAssessment%252FViewing%2520Report%2520Cards%2520in%2520Parent%2520Portal.pdf%26parent%3D%252Fsites%252FPublicWebsiteFiles%252FFiles%252FDivision%252FPrograms%252FLearning%2520in%2520ECSD%252FAssessment%26p%3Dtrue%26originalPath%3DaHR0cHM6Ly9lZG1vbnRvbmNhdGhvbGljc2Nob29scy5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86Yjovcy9QdWJsaWNXZWJzaXRlRmlsZXMvRWNvbThUU0lYU0ZQcEl2YUpXdlExYUlCLWprLUJWSkN0cVNUNjBIWlpuRlhwZz9ydGltZT1kUVhaZl9oOTJVZw&data=04%7c01%7cBahaa.Moussallem%40ecsd.net%7cc40e6728a6f045fd175b08d97eb758fa%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637680148202052107%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=iECL1ugE8WtuIXbJgcGJum3rHRGEI5B4hDqvC/Qgok4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/fgg/5/PARENTGUIDE%2520ASSESS%2520%2520REPORTING.pdf&data=04%7c01%7cBahaa.Moussallem%40ecsd.net%7cc40e6728a6f045fd175b08d97eb758fa%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637680148202062102%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=usSf%2BRVK20RCjKX2RO0FRXVMac99BCWBNUVYcaLB19w%3D&reserved=0
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/home.html


 

DEMONSTRATION OF LEARNING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  

Our Demonstration of Learning takes place on November 25, 2021.  Our 
goal is to give your child the opportunity to demonstrate their learning, as 
well you can book a time should you have any questions about your child’s 
progress. 

The format for Demonstration of Learning consists of a video component 
by the teacher, explaining the learning that was focused on during the term, as well as a hands-on 
component for the child, to be done at home at your preferred time and convenience. Teachers will 
provide their students a guiding slide to walk through with their parents as part of their demonstration 
of what they have learned throughout the first term. 

Teachers will be available on Teams from 1-4:30 and 5-7 pm on Nov. 25th. The online booking system 
information will be sent out via swift on Nov. 19th . Bookings will be open from Nov. 19th -Nov. 24th at 
midnight. 

Parents are encouraged to access their child’s ongoing assessments using the PowerSchool/Grades & 
Attendance tab in the Parent Portal before the Demonstration of Learning. To log in to the Parent Portal 
and view your child’s ongoing reporting and assessments click here. 

Additional Information for Parents: 

1. All homeroom teachers will be providing their parents with Demonstration of Learning letter with the 
following: 
• A link to a video for the parent to view outlining the academic learning covered throughout the first 

term.  
• A link to the google classroom, which includes a demo slide for the child to guide their parents through 

as they demonstrate their learning.  
• A link to the classroom website link with information and instructions on how to access their child’s 

ongoing assessments using the PowerSchool/Grades & Attendance tab in the Parent Portal.   
 

2. Teachers will send home items and materials that your children need to share as part of their 
demonstration of learning.   

 

VIRTUAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

This year, the St. John Bosco Scholastic Book 
Fair is once again going VIRTUAL!!!  We 
know how much our students look forward 
to the Book Fairs each year.  They have 
been amazing events that have brought 

excitement for reading and towards books.  The Book Fair 
has sparked the joy of reading in so many of our students 

throughout the years and we are excited to continue to offer this opportunity for our families. 

Parents and students are able to access our Scholastic Book Fair online between November 22nd at 
December 3rd.  This is online shopping at its finest!!!  Please note the following information: 

• The user-friendly link is https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/home.html
https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5164623


 

• Website is available 24 hours a day for the duration of the Book Fair 
• Shipping is FREE - books will arrive at the school and then be sent home with your child by 

December 14th  
• Books will arrive in time for Christmas – woohoo!!!  (A great place to do Christmas shopping...) 
• Payment can be made with credit card or VISA Debit 
• A portion of sales goes to our school in order to buy more books and resources for the students 

to use 
• Students will hear about the books on broadcast and receive a presentation in advance that 

will preview the books for them 
• From 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, November 24, we will be hosting a “Shopping 

Party” on Teams (link will be posted in Google Classrooms) - a fun time to ask any questions 
and chat about the books available to order 

• Share this link with grandparents and anyone else you know!!!  Everyone is able to access the 
link to purchase books and support our school. 

• Wish list donations will still be very much appreciated!!! 

Please contact Mrs. Garcia at (780) 471 – 3140 if you have any questions regarding our virtual Book 
Fair. 

LEARNING COMMONS/LIBRARY 

GREAT NEWS!!!! Our library will be reopening on Monday, November 1st!!  
Students will be participating in a Covid friendly library orientation to learn 
the NEW procedures and protocols to keep everyone safe while still enjoying 
the many books our learning commons has to offer!  Individual homeroom 
classes will be given one specific time slot per week whereby students will 
come to the learning commons and will sign out 1 book to take home.  All 

covid protocols will be followed, for example: sanitization, physical distancing, specific entry and exit 
points, etc.  All books that are returned will be cleaned and recirculated after a 72-hour time period.  
Please remember that library books are on loan to students, and we appreciate the students taking 
extra special care of our books so that others may also enjoy them.  Students are able to renew their 
books on a weekly basis if necessary, however all books are due 1 week after they are signed out.  
Parents are responsible for the cost of the book should it be damaged or not returned in a timely 
manner.  WE are SO very EXCITED to be able to enjoy our beautiful Learning Commons once again!  If 
you have any questions, please call the school, and speak to Ms. Ferretti. 

BOSCO BOOKWORM 

We are  very excited to celebrate monthly our ongoing ‘Bosco Bookworm’ 
Home Reading Program.  To celebrate the successes of our students it is our 
pleasure to treat the children to a ‘FREE BOSCO BOOK’.  

It has been a wonderful experience to witness the excitement from all of 
our St. John Bosco students as they enter their names into the draw for a 
FREE BOOK!  



 

This initiative has already proven to be a GREAT SUCCESS and we look forward to continue watching 

our students grow as they increase their love for reading! The children will choose a new book to 

celebrate their love of reading! 

BOSCO BOOKWORM AWARD MONTHLY RECIPIENTS 

Congratulations to the following students whose names have been drawn for October’s Bosco 
Bookworm Award:  

OOA: Mohamed M. 1A:  Samantha C.          2A:  Everly D. 3A:  Caleb G. 4A:  Lorenzo F. 5A: Anagha C. 6A:  Noah T. 

OOB: Martin T. 1B:  Dominik K. 2B:  Joshua D. 3B:  Isabella S. 4B:  Nathan T.  5B: Isabella P. 6B:  Ruby T. 

OOC: Owen A. 1C:  Analin C. 2C:  Ariana F. 3C:  Madison R. 4C:  Logan B. 5C: Eden N. 6C: Mila K. 

OOD: Amelia B.-J. 1D: Sebastian B. 2D:  Valentina C. 3D:  Petra S.     

 
NO STONE LEFT ALONE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

What freedoms are you most thankful for? As Canadians, we are blessed. What 
does Remembrance Day mean to you? What does the simple red poppy mean to 
you? Why do you wear a poppy? Why do we remember? 

‘No Stone Left Alone’ Organization and Memorial Foundation’s goal is to inspire a new generation of 
young Canadians by helping them to recognize and respect the sacrifices and service of all our 
Canadian Armed Forces, past and present.  

Due to Covid-19, St. John Bosco School will be participating in No Stone Left Alone virtually. Students 
will have the opportunity to watch the live broadcast of the ceremony at Beechmount cemetery 
on Thursday, November 4th, at 10:30 a.m.  

The No Stone Left Alone experience allows children to take part in the day’s commemorative 
ceremonies to honour, recognize and respect the sacrifices and service of all our Canadian Armed 
Forces. This year, students from St. John Bosco School will be there in spirit. They will create a symbolic 
poppy to commemorate the ceremony and honour all those who served and continue to serve. 

Participation in the No Stone Left Alone experience increases their knowledge of the role Canadian 
soldiers played in historic world wars and peacekeeping missions. It also raises awareness of the 
sacrifices our military made and continue to make today while giving them a better understanding 
and appreciation for remembrance, peace, and respect - strengthening Canadian pride. 

St. John Bosco will tune in to the live stream and continue to discuss ways that they can honour those 
who fought and gave up their lives for our peace and freedom. Visit this page for more 
information: http://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/no-stone-left-alone-experience/ 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nostoneleftalone.ca%2Fno-stone-left-alone-experience%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Cde06268e82324cca10ce08d9927978f5%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637701872674716435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rblF5HKzepg7N8efodDV7HmkpYBdSZijHiyXTdOGuzs%3D&reserved=0


 

No Stone Left Alone has also launched a new student-led initiative for 
fundraising to spread awareness and engage families and communities 
in a discussion about what their children can do to honour our fallen 
military. Any donation is appreciated. This movement to create 
ongoing, generational remembrance is growing. Please see the link 
below to donate directly on the website. 

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/donate   

REMEMBRANCE DAY OBSERVANCE - NOVEMBER 10TH AT 8:30 AM  

Remembrance Day is a day for all Canadians to remember the men and women who served and 
sacrificed for our country. It is a day where every individual, young and old is encouraged to pause, 
give thanks, and remember. 

We will celebrate as a school community on Tuesday, November 10th. The observance will be led by 
our Grade 1 classes. All students will watch and participate in the observance via TEAMS.  

In lieu of taking poppy donations at the school, this year we ask that you please consider donating 
online to the National Poppy Trust Fund at https://legion.ca/donations.  

Remembrance Day falls on Wednesday, November 11th. There is no school for students on Wednesday. 
We encourage all our families to take time with their children at home to pay their respects to those 
who have served past and present and to those who have lost their lives in service. 

DRUMMING RESIDENCY 
 

This month the St. John Bosco students will be “learning to the beat 
of their own drums”!!!  We are very excited for the drumming 
residency that will take place on November 8th and 9th.  Lucas Coffey 
is a professional drum circle facilitator who brings individuals together 
through music, art, and renewable energy.  He will be teaching our 

students to tap into their inner musician as they learn many drumming skills.  All covid protocols will be 
followed to ensure the safety of both students and staff. 

GROWING SMILES CHRISTMAS FLORALS FUNDRAISER 

In keeping with our continued efforts towards social justice service as a 
school wide community we are happy to share with you that 
our Christmas Growing Smiles Fundraiser is back due to popular demand! 

This year our fundraiser is for the ECSD Annual Dream Builders Challenge in 
support of the ECS Foundation and their Dreams for Kids Campaign. We 

invite you to participate in the Annual Dream Builders Challenge as a school community. By 
participating this SJB Fundraiser.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nostoneleftalone.ca%2Fdonate&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Cde06268e82324cca10ce08d9927978f5%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637701872674726399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IMnEHlq6TNQuGav%2FzyKiPZnhic3sc8tt4QxmHkC1bHc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegion.ca%2Fdonations&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Ca4774ae3e81e438754a408d99279cb75%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637701874061795539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Y6SD9PjMXsXQ5Jxzmu03%2BqJXIdP5rIXPjc%2Bxgp8B%2FXU%3D&reserved=0


 

Please visit https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/who-we-are.html to read their interactive brochure and 
learn more about the good work done by the ECS Foundation.  

This Advent season we are selling beautiful, BC-grown poinsettias and Christmas evergreen 
arrangements to help raise money for our ECSD "Dreams for Kids Foundation".  By making a 
beautiful Christmas plant purchase you are giving struggling families a chance to find stability for their 
children, providing nutritious meals to those in need, ensuring crisis counselling is accessible to those 
struggling with their mental health, enabling homeless youth to access a safe place, and more.   

Please scroll down and click on the link to see what is available and then place your order. By 
purchasing a beautiful plant, not only will you be spreading Christmas cheer, you will also be 
supporting an amazing cause right here in our community.   

This fundraiser runs from November 8 to November 22 (midnight). 

All orders will be delivered to St. John Bosco School, and we will communicate when orders need to 
be picked up.   

Parents will conveniently be able to pick up at our east doors (parking lot) on Dec. 9 & 10 (time to be 
determined and communicated via SWIFT once delivery has been received). 

Plants are a great way to bring happiness to family and friends this Christmas season.  By placing your 
order and paying online we are reducing the risk of COVID exposure while still supporting our 
fundraising efforts.  

https://stjohnbosco.growingsmilesfundraising.com 

Thank you for your support, thank you for choosing HOPE!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL (SC) MEETING – NOVEMBER 17, AT 6:30 PM 
School Council, the Parent Fundraising Society and room 
representatives are committed to collaborating and 
supporting the school towards enhancing student 
programming. The role these groups play is invaluable as 
they work closely with the school, staff, and administration.  
We are still seeking a casino coordinator, please consider 
this very important role! 

On October 21st  the Annual General Meeting of School Council  was held and the executive 
elections took place.  

The following parents were elected as part of the executive: 
 
SJB SCHOOL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE FOR 2021-22 

Chair- Malorie Cardamone 
Vice-Chair – Nancy Raposo  
Treasurer- Eloise Alves  
Secretary- Margaret James  
 

https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/who-we-are.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstjohnbosco.growingsmilesfundraising.com%2Fhome&data=04%7C01%7Csylvia.ferretti%40ecsd.net%7Cf648686b2cb049d0438108d88b1b1650%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637412295736844717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SQv2Sr857ZWoPflo2kKf4EeFJmM9DAlblW%2FB3jFOVEI%3D&reserved=0


 

LOOKING FOR A CASINO COORDINATOR  

We are still looking for a Casino coordinator, the position still remains open. We are in search of a person 
who will work collaboratively with the school council to coordinate our casino fundraising events. We 
risk losing our non-profit status without the paperwork filed annually. We are appealing to parents out 
there that can assist.   

Our Casino fundraiser is the primary fundraiser that is held bi-annually to support our school with 
additional financial support in areas like technology, educational resources, subsiding other programs 
such as field trips. This fundraiser is very important to our school community as it has been able to raise 
close to $80k each casino and has allowed us to support our school tremendously over the years. To 
be specific, without such funds, all fieldtrips would be held at full cost to the parents and our computers 
purchased would no longer be possible. These are the 2 largest and most impactful ways that our 
casino dollars are used. 

As casino coordinator you would work closely with the AGLC in filing the applicable paperwork, assist 
with the volunteer recruitment and coordinate volunteer schedule.   

The current casino coordinator has offered to assist and work with the new coordinator to ensure a 
seamless transition. Please consider supporting your school council by stepping forward.   

SJB SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL TEAM 

Our Grade 6 School Safety Patrol Team has been out working hard to ensure the 
safety of our SJB community. A BIG THANK YOU to all of 
our patrol leaders! 

When driving towards the crosswalk please slow down 
and watch for our Grade 6 student patrollers, who are out 
daily. If you need to stop please allow a safe stopping 
distance from the crosswalk. When stopping for a 
pedestrian at a crosswalk, drivers should stop their 
vehicles far enough back (about two to three car lengths) 
so traffic in other lanes will be able to see the pedestrian and have time to 
stop. Please refer to the City of Edmonton website for more information: 

https://www.edmonton.ca/transportation/on_your_streets/pedestrian-crosswalks 

When walking across the crosswalk please wait for the patrollers to say “proceed.” This is the signal 
that patrollers are trained to use when it is safe to cross. If cars have not stopped, patrollers will not 
say “proceed.” Students have been instructed to look for a safe gap in traffic. If there are any 
concerns please do not address the patrollers, see staff that are outside supervising. Staff members 
will address. 

Patrollers are working diligently to ensure a safe crossing for all and continue to work on their skills 
year round! 

The Grade 6 Team 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmonton.ca%2Ftransportation%2Fon_your_streets%2Fpedestrian-crosswalks&data=04%7C01%7CSonia.Vaduva%40ecsd.net%7C0957259114f447bec84108d98f5605d3%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637698421911080299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pQtiqH0I7wUaYIo%2F3usQT%2FxuGGMTX%2BMLrWrRTAg5P8M%3D&reserved=0


 

TRAFFIC SAFETY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Cross walks safety  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yAV-oOwDV4 
 

“Your Children’s Safety over Convenience” 
Traffic Safety at St John Bosco School continues to be a priority for the staff, parents, and community 
members of our school.   Parents are reminded that bylaw officers and City Police continue to be 
present at the front of our school looking for people committing traffic infractions.   
 
We ask all parents to consider closely, if convenience is more important than the life of any one child 
in our school and/or adult from our surrounding community.  
 
Our actions as adults demonstrate our values to the young lives watching us.  Demonstrating unlawful 
behavior teaches children lessons about values and more importantly about respect for the law and 
one’s neighbors. Administration will not tolerate disrespectful conduct and measurables will be taken 
if any staff at the school are intimidated, threatened or abused verbally. Be sure to consider your own 
actions and take responsibility for your behaviours as opposed to taking out anger on staff, neighbors 
or parent volunteers.  
 
STUDENT DROP & GO ZONE 
To ensure the maximum safety of our students, parents please read and follow the 
expectations set out below for when you drop off and/or pick up your children from the 
school.    

1. Use the parent drop off zone west of the layby in front of the school for quick “drop 
and go” system of student drop off.  
 

2. Be mindful and respectful to our school patrollers, parent volunteers and staff.  Do not park close 
to the crosswalk as it impedes their visibility. 

3. Do not park in the ETS bus zones or the crosswalk area as drop off or pick up zones. 
 

4. Do not jaywalk. Please teach and review the expectations with your child weekly; this will help 
your child understand the rules. Be sure to walk with him/ her to the crosswalks. 
 

5. Do not Jay walk. 
 

6. Do not use the staff parking, as it is limited for staff use only and is a dangerous spot for student 
traffic.   
 

LAYBY OFF LIMITS TO ALL PARENT VEHICLES IT IS A BUS ZONE. HEAVY FINES LEVIED. 

PARKING AT NEIGHBORS’ HOMES & DRIVEWAYS 

As you may have noticed we have had some Bylaw officers become a regular part of our community. 
We continue to have issues in this regard.  Parents are asked to refrain from parking on our neighbors’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yAV-oOwDV4


 

driveways or blocking their access to their own homes.  We are part of a larger community and while 
we can appreciate that there is limited parking in front of the school.  

We are asking that you are mindful of actions in that we model for young impressionable children and 
also because some actions  are illegal as they break established parking bylaws.  

Anyone who is experiencing these challenges are asked to contact by phone 311 to register a 
complaint or go online at https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/service-311-contact-centre  
to complete a form.    

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (Adapted due to COVID) 

 
National Collection Week November 15-21 
A huge thank you to all those families that participated in our fourth year supporting Samaritan’s 
Purse through the Operation Christmas Child project. 
We have given out 100 more boxes to families, this year and for this we THANK YOU! 
  

We are in the final weeks of packing before depot drop-off days November 5-
21.  Boxes are still available at the school by calling and picking up a box from the 
front door if you would be able to participate. 
  
This is a hands-on opportunity to support struggling children their own age in 
developing countries. By filling shoeboxes with toys, hygiene items, school supplies, 

and other creative donations; our students recognized that the items we often take for granted are 
truly gifts to children of countries who struggle economically.  
   
For another look at the project see video below. 
Operation Christmas Child Video 
  
In order to keep our school archives up to date and to celebrate all the many great activities SJB does, 
even in this time of Covid we ask that within your comfort level you take a picture of you/ your family/ 
your child preparing this box.  Please send pictures to Danielle.kowalchyk@ecsd.net of your child 
helping make the boxes or delivering them to the depots, we would like to celebrate your efforts 
and/or post on twitter on @StJohnBoscoYeg. 
 
Here is the link for other drop off locations in the Edmonton area.  
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/drop-off-locations/ 
 
DEPOT DROP OFF LOCATIONS  November 15-21 
Our closest depot for drop is:  
North Edmonton Alliance Church 
5108 McLeod Rd NW 
Edmonton, Alberta T5A 3J2 
Contact: Albert Kwan 
780-478-1443 
 
DROP OFF LOCATION 
 
November 15 - 21, 2021 
Mon. Nov. 15 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Tues. Nov. 16 9:00am - 12:00pm  
Wed. Nov. 17 3:00pm - 5:00pm 

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/service-311-contact-centre
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fb6F3Ca7oeLs&data=04%7C01%7CDanielle.Kowalchyk%40ecsd.net%7C454ebd7bd9594355d71608d99306e80b%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637702480130417858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MhtqLz2Sr1pIQClMDM3lvSBIhrOCyzoYHQkwDmDmOh4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Danielle.kowalchyk@ecsd.net
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/drop-off-locations/


 

Thur. Nov. 18 3:00pm - 5:00pm 
Fri. Nov. 19 1:00pm - 8:00pm 
Sat. Nov. 20 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Sun. Nov. 21 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

ADVENT SEASON COLLECTIONS FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK  

The Advent Season, which begins on Nov. 28th  is a time to give freely and willingly to those less fortunate 
than we are.  Here at SJB School during the Advent season we encourage our families to donate  non-
perishable food items for the Edmonton Food Bank.  Please drop your donations in 1 of the 4 areas we 
will have the box located outside the school: 

1. the end of the layby on the north side of the school  
2. the courtyard by the detached portable on the west side of the school,  
3. the front entrance on the north side of the school  
4. the  grade 1& 5  courtyard area at the south back side   

 
St. John Bosco school will be collecting from November 1st - December 3rd. 
Please have all donations in before then. Thank you for your generosity this 
Christmas season.  
 
Some most needed items include beans with or without pork, canned fish or meat, baby formula, 
peanut butter, soup, canned fruit or vegetables, as well as pasta and pasta sauce.  
 
You may also choose to submit an online monetary donation. Please visit 
https://www.edmontonsfoodbank.com/donate-now/. Students are asked to drop their donations in 
one of the four boxes dispersed around the school.  
 
PARTNERSHIP APPRECIATION WEEK NOV. 22-26, 2021 

  
We would like to acknowledge and express our appreciation to 
Franca Munn, Christie Kristen and  Brian Chan of ATB Namao for their 
continued contributions to the SJB School community in ensuring that 
Jr. ATB continued even through the Covid 19 Pandemic. Over the last 
2 year’s programming for Financial literacy has evolved and now goes 
directly into the classrooms where students are engaged in financial 
literacy classroom sessions.  

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT- DEC. 14 & 15th AT 6:30 PM 

Ring those jingle bells,  St. John Bosco parents... our Christmas Concert is virtual.  Grab your favorite 
device, fill up your eggnog, and prepare to be whisked away to a festive music extravaganza!!!  Each 
class has begun preparing for the Christmas Concert.  Please save the following dates:  The Grades K 
to 3 Christmas Concert will be available on Tuesday, December 14th at 6:30 P.M. and the Grades 4 to 6 
Christmas Concert will be available on Wednesday, December 15th at 6:30 P.M.  All performances will 
be pre-recorded during class-time and detailed instructions on how to access your child’s 
performance are listed below.  Parents will only be able to view the performance of their child’s music 
class unless your child has joined the Grades 4 to 6 Virtual Choir. The private Youtube recordings will 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edmontonsfoodbank.com%2Fdonate-now%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7Ccb31f7411ce7422b1ee908d994dd483d%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637704500377114724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fdRlI66ZWS3Jr4mW4TdlwVrnzDnjr7RUZqEuq7YDgmw%3D&reserved=0


 

only be available for 24 hours and are only accessible by your child through his/her Google Classroom.  
This will be a wonderful opportunity for the students to showcase their musical talents!!! 

Steps: 

1. Login to Google Chrome using your child’s school login information (If you are logged into 
Chrome as another user, you will not be able to access the concert.) 

2. Go to your child’s Google Classroom. 
3. Click on Christmas Concert 
4. You will see a link  
5. Click on the video link. 
6. Enjoy the performance!!! 
7. The video will only be available for 24 hours. 

 
If you have any questions, please email Ms. Veroba (Nadine.Veroba@ecsd.net) or Mrs. Garcia 
(Lana.Garcia@ecsd.net).  You may also call us during regular school hours at (780) 471 – 3140. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on the 
following link:  Chief Superintendent's Monthly Message 

 
 

DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 

 

ECSD is committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information for all stakeholders.  
For such information, please visit our District’s website and click on Catholic Identity.  For your 
convenience the following link will take you to our Faith Alive page, which features a variety of 
Catholic faith learning resources. To access that information please click on the following link: 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive  
 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO PARISH INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

For parish sacramental preparation  information, please click on the links below for the most current 
parish information. 

More details and the registration will be posted in the coming weeks at our parish website, 
at https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/sacraments/communion/. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/9041/chief-superintendent-s-message
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstdominicsavio.caedm.ca%2Fsacraments%2Fcommunion%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7C71ec9c8731ea45656f5b08d9829a232f%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637684421566006868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g1%2BG9W04M2U9CnFaGLhBFEqnKG34%2FBvb2ufJFTwj3%2Fg%3D&reserved=0


 

Please visit the parish website at https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/ to learn more about the parish 
community and the ways we can serve you.  Come back often to be kept up to date.  

FOCUS ON HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Ms. Scarpelli and Ms. Ballek are the lead teachers of the SJB Health and Wellness Team. Each month 
they highlight mental health and wellness tips on broadcast and on a hallway bulletin board. 
Connected with the wellness news are also character development goals and The Seven Sacred 
Teachings. Throughout the year the Health and Wellness team will use student leaders to promote fun 
and active ways to be active and continue growing in our health and wellness. This month we feature 
World Kindness Day.  

World Kindness Day is celebrated annually on November 13. It is celebrated around the world as a day 
of acceptance, love, and unity. Doing small acts of kindness for strangers or those in need is one of the 
best ways to make the world a better place. It doesn’t take much effort but it makes an incredible 
impact. Here are 7 ways you can start making kindness the norm in your daily life.  

Last month we focused on knowing that ALL feelings are OK to have and there are NO bad feelings. 
This month we will focus on how we REACT to those feelings is what's important. One of the tools 
students use to learn this is the Control Signals Poster which teaches self-control.  

Parents/Caregivers are the most important role models for their children. The more you model the 
process of stopping and calming down, the more your child will use this critical skill.  

Use the Control Signals to practice with your child at home. You can also write down ways you use to 
calm down when you feel upset and share it with your child.  

 

         
 

 

 

https://stdominicsavio.caedm.ca/
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day/seven-ways


 

FOCUS ON MATH 

MATH GRADES 1-3 

Classes have been focusing on math facts.  as well as Math talks. 
Math talk simply put are, increasing opportunities for our students to 
be talking and thinking about math concepts daily.  These math 
talks increase our vocabulary and exposure.  When doing problems 
or answering questions we will focus on the process of how to get 
the answer by showing how to get the same answer so many 
ways.  At home, you can think and talk about math concepts by 
increasing their exposure to numbers by playing card games or dice 
games as well as making connections to the real world.   Here is a 
Fun Math website for all grades for number facts 

https://www.education.com/games/math/?referral_url=kidsnumbers.com  

MATH GRADES 4-6 

GROWTH MINDSET IN MATH 

In general, a growth mindset is the belief that intelligence and ‘smartness’ 
can also be learned and that the brain grows from experience and 
effort.  The opposite, a fixed mindset, is the idea that you are smart, or you 
are not. In math, that translates into “some people are good at math, and 
some are not.” Did you know that praising efforts rather than intelligence or 
results can impact your child’s ability to persevere in challenges?! The goal 
is to have children thrive on challenges and see failures, not as a sign of low 
intelligence, but as a learning opportunity.  Brain research tells us that 
making mistakes actually wires more connections into the brain! When a 
person has a growth mindset, they accept challenges, see their efforts as worthwhile, and are open to 
learning from mistakes. Students with a growth mindset achieve at higher levels than those with fixed 
mindsets. How can you help? Some simple ways: 

Adding “yet” when they claim they are “not good at this” (Respond: “You are not good at this yet.”) 

Ask questions that focus on their effort and choices and get them to reflect on satisfaction of that effort 
(e.g. What did you learn today? What mistake did you make that taught you something? What did 
you try hard at today?) 

Model this yourself when you are thinking through math related ideas in your home and your child will 
begin to have the same growth mindset! 
 
 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.education.com%2Fgames%2Fmath%2F%3Freferral_url%3Dkidsnumbers.com&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7C7aefd717af854cae064108d9956f62d2%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637705127887780104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2QlzLZkbVOGDDzrPll9FvJqIUh%2FnXgqzdo%2BdTlNHUEM%3D&reserved=0


 

FOCUS ON INQUIRY 

 
ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING AT HOME 

If you’re a parent, and you want to advance your child’s learning in addition to your child’s school 
experience, it’s easy to incorporate inquiry-based methods into your routine! Try the following 
techniques and ideas to get started:  

1. What do you notice about…? 

Inquiry-based learning activities at home should be simple and focused on your child’s observations. 
Take a topic your child is interested in, let’s say for instance, rainbows. Ask your child what he or she 
notices about rainbows and ask him or her to make one using playdough or colorful pipe cleaners. 
Ask your child what he or she wonders about rainbows and use the answer as the catalyst for a 
project, such as the one below. 

2. Bring on the projects 

Project-based learning is a great way to foster inquiry because the projects completed center 
around the concept that kids are trying to solve. Projects are often quick and simple to complete at 
home, and can take many different forms, from science experiments to STEM building projects. Be 
sure to allow for open inquiry by taking your child’s lead, exploring the concept or topic your child 
really wants to learn. After pinning down a question to be answered, find a project that will seek to 
answer it. For example, if your child wants to know how rainbows are made, explore how light is 
refracted using a cup of water, a flashlight, and paper.  

3. Plan a party 

Believe it or not, planning parties takes a lot of problem solving, requiring the party planner to ask 
many questions and make several predictions. Allow your child to help you plan a real or fictional 
party or family gathering and turn it into an inquiry-based math project as an authentic way to learn 
and practice math skills. Encourage your child to ask questions about the supplies needed and the 
quantity of food to prepare based on the guest list and making assumptions about who may or may 
not show up.  

It's clear that inquiry-based learning serves as a meaningful method of learning that fosters critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. Parents are able to make a switch by exploring strategies that 
center around their child’s questions and unique curiosities versus their own. 

GROWTH & LEARNING FOR ALL THROUGH TEACHER LEADERS 
 
We have embarked on a journey of targeted learning in three key areas, two of those areas were 
already well underway at SJB.  However, this year we have also added a Go Green initiative to 
increase our environmental awareness for the protection of Mother Earth. 

SJB school has designated teacher leaders that will be working with both staff and students to 
increase knowledge, build skills and teach strategies towards ensuring our continued growth in each 
of these areas. Listed below are our team of teacher leaders: 
 
Mental Health: Ms. Scarpelli and Ms. Ballek 



 

Go Green Environmental Learning: Ms. Anderson and Ms. Malczyk 
Indigenous Learning for Truth & Reconciliation: Ms. Kantypowicz and Ms. Pereira 
As such, from time to time you may see informational bits and bites on these three topics as part of 
our newsletters. 

 

Below is some additional information to help highlight the type of work the school-wide teacher 
leaders will be doing. 

 

1. Mental Health- The MH leads will continue to bring forward information and help to build skills and 
strategies towards mental health awareness. 
• facilitating throughout the year at your school, 10-minute workshops/updates at 7 of your staff 
meetings throughout the course of the year. The focus will be on developing common vocabulary 
and a shared understanding of mental health literacy, along with strategies and skills to support 
teachers in supporting student mental health and wellbeing.  

• Support student leaders through the ECSD Student Leadership Symposium and a Community of 
Practice for Student Leaders.  

• Attend three half day PD sessions during the school year to build capacity in supporting the 
promotion and prevention of mental health. Sessions will focus on mental health literacy and will 
develop a shared language and explore strategies in developing a culture of wellbeing.  

• Attend monthly MHC Community of Practise via Teams every fourth Monday of the month  

• Introduction of mental health survey for students in the fall as we intentionally look at student voice.  
 
2. Go Green Environmental Learning: - The Go Green Leads is new and works to bring knowledge and 
awareness on various topics to ensure our school practices are environmentally friendly. 
• These teachers will work together with the science consultants in developing tools to support 
schools with recycling, composting, environmental awareness, etc.  

• Attend monthly Community of Practice via Teams once/month  

• Sub-committees will also be developed that may include workshops where subs would be provided 
for teachers to join live (approx. 2 or 3 workshops per committee depending on needs)  
 
3. Indigenous Learning for Truth & Reconciliation – These teacher lead positions will be facilitated in 
partnership with Learning Services (Social Studies and Cree Consultants) and Indigenous Services to 
bring an increased understanding of Indigenous culture and history as we work towards truth and 
reconciliation. 

• The leads will share information and resources will be included as well as opportunities for the lead 
to engage with staff with onsite pd.  

• The focus will be on developing a shared understanding of reconciliation and ways in which to 
support staff with the TQS- Applying Foundational Knowledge about First Nations, Metis and Inuit.  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

GO GREEN AT ST. JOHN BOSCO SCHOOL 

How can we at SJB help the Earth? The possibilities are endless. The Go Green initiative at 
SJB will work towards empowering, educating and engaging the students to make a 
positive impact with simple, everyday actions. These actions will prepare students to lead 
the world toward a healthier, cleaner, and more sustainable future. 

Beginning in the month of October the grade 4’s will kick off our SJB recycling program by picking up 
bottles, cans and juice boxes from classrooms on Tuesdays and Fridays and paper recycling on 
Thursdays. Some other ideas include litter less lunches, school yard clean up, water conservation, a 
commuting challenge, and growing a garden. 

Each month announcements will be created for the Go Green bulletin board outside the grade 1 and 
2 washrooms which will highlight an awareness of what it means to be Green! For more information on 
how to be more environmentally aware click here. 

INDIGENOUS LEARNING  

As a part of Edmonton Catholic Schools commitment to Truth and Reconciliation, students at St. John 
Bosco will be exploring different parts of Indigenous culture each month. These topics are varied from 
learning about Metis culture to learning about Indigenous veterans. Students may come home during 
the month discussing what they are currently learning, and we encourage you to engage and learn 
along with them. To find out more information about Indigenous Learning Services and programs they 
offer you can visit https://www.ecsd.net/page/1334/indigenous-learning-services 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/NEWSLETTERS/MISC%20INSERTS/2021%2022/GO%20GREEN%20NEWSLETTER%20NOV%20INSERT.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=S4XmRD
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1334/indigenous-learning-services
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