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Newsletter  

St. John Bosco Catholic School 
7411-161A Ave NW     Edmonton, AB.  T5Z 3V4      Phone: 780.471.3140      Fax: 780.471.3293  

September 2021 
Administrators’ Message 

Welcome SJB Family to the start of the 2021-22 school year!  

We hope that the summer allowed you some time to recharge and refuel as you enjoyed moments with family 
and friends!  Blessings come in many forms and manifest in our lives in ways that even we don’t expect, and it is 
with that thought that we continue to stay strong and move forward with hope in our hearts and faith in our spirit.  

As we begin the 2021-22 school year, we extend last year’s theme,  ‘’I Have Called You By 
Name” through inspiration from scripture by Jeremiah 29:11-14, “I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord, plans…to give you a future with hope…When you search me, you will 
find me, if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me says the Lord…”. Through 

this scripture, Jeremiah reminds us that God tells the Israelites his plan for them and to have hope.  He is reassuring 
His people that He is with them and that He loves and cares for them. He has plans for them for a bright future. 
So, how does this apply to us, thousands of years later? God knows the plans He has for us, too, even today.  He 
will be there for us and answer us when we call on Him. He wants us to have “a future full of hope.” That is God’s 
part. Our part is to be faithful to God, to love and serve Him and to live our lives reflecting our faith. God knows 
the plans He has for us. We need to prayerfully discern those plans and faithfully carry them out. He will be with 
us as we do. He is both our Savoir, our source of power and success, no matter what challenges we have in front 
of us!      
 
Over the past 2 years we all experienced huge changes to not only our lifestyle but even simple everyday living 
as we knew it! It forced us all to really take stock of and reflect on just how blessed we were,  pre-pandemic to 
be free to do whatever we liked, whenever we liked. With the evolving COVID pandemic, life as we know it now 
is reminding us of what we have always known; that change is inevitable and as such, so is the need to embrace 
change.  It cannot be overstated that being comfortable with change is not only important it is in fact, inevitable 
and we must work at being comfortable with change.    

We continue to be reminded that we are one large global family, with more similarities than differences and with 
this we were left with a deeper understanding of the importance of supporting one another and a new found 
appreciation for hope in our lives. Hope allows us to look ahead to what is possible; it is optimism in the face of 
adversity. Hope gives us the confidence and the courage to keep moving forward.  

So, it is fitting that as we begin a new school year, our schoolwide theme for the 2021-22 school year reminds us 
that, ‘we are called, each by name’.  As our lives seem to be speeding by, even in times of isolation, we 
sometimes experience moments that are signals to us of our deep desire for union with the Mystery we call God. 
It is at times of great challenge, that we learn and receive some of the most important insight that resides within 
us, that being, that there is a desire for something more profound. There also come moments when we feel a 
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union with nature, the universe, another person, or are moved by an insight into the beauty and innocence we 
may perceive. Possibly, this past year we have had time to reflect on what and who are the most important 
pieces in our lives.  Inadvertently, we may become aware of and connected to the pain and suffering in our 
world. These moments touch a deep well within us. There is an awareness of indefinable Mystery. God is near and 
brings us ‘a future of hope’. And so, it is important that we reflect for a few moments on such experiences in our 
lives. 

This year, through our selected children’s book we hope to foster a deeper understanding of the 
theme of hope is “I'm Gonna Push Through!”, by Jasmyn Wright and Illustrated by Shannon 
Wright.    The story is inspired by a mantra written for her third-grade students; Jasmyn Wright’s 
uplifting call to “push through” is an invitation to young readers to announce their own power 
and to recognize and reaffirm that of others, regardless of setbacks. Her empowering words not 
only lift children up but show them how to lift themselves up and seize their potential. This beautiful 
story underscores for us an array of emotions that come in times of struggle and challenges and 

speaks to the unrelenting power of hope offered through the Holy Spirit and faith in almighty God. The mantra 
emphasized through this book, ‘I’m gonna push through!’, is a mantra we can all take on in our deepest need 
and in our darkest fears for as long as our Lord is with us – we can breakthrough.  Let us together with Jesus, ‘push 
through’ for He gives us, “Future and Hope’!  Reflect on these moments and such experiences in your 
life.  Celebrate and be glad that He is near.  
 
Finally, we ask you to read and review carefully SJB Re-Entry Plan for the 2021-22 school year. Our plan aligns 
with that of ECSD and as such, an update is expected September 27th, of which we then revisit our school-
based plan at that time.  
 
This year, as in the past we will continue with our Focus on Health and Wellness and Focus on Math as part of our 
efforts to engage parents in their child’s learning. In the past, we have repeatedly heard from parents that they 
appreciate the tips and knowledge sharing for them to use at home as they help to extend their child’s learning.  
We look forward to parents engaging with us in a variety of ways as they help to extend the learning.  

We have a dedicated staff focused on learning and collaborating to best serve the needs of our students and 
their families. On behalf of the staff, we remain committed to providing the children of St. John Bosco School with 
a quality Catholic education. We believe children are at the center of our work and are grateful to be working 
in such an outstanding learning community. We are looking forward to a happy and  productive school year. 
Thanks for your continued support and understanding during these unprecedented times.   

Ms. A. Esposito-Brady      Ms. D. Kowalchyk     
Principal       Assistant Principal 

 

REFLECTION/PRAYER 
Father, 
We thank you for the opportunity to begin this new school year, 
and we ask that you bless the students, staff, and student families 
that make our schools a great place. 
We pray that you will guide us in your ways, bring us hope 
and strengthen our school communities, so that we will seek your will in everything 
that we do, and love others as you love us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Eb3dUU7VS8FLrSIdTvnXaBsB54eCQGUck-5jlenge6Y_Lg?e=ksQUdD
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YEAR AT A GLANCE  

Please click on the link below to access the listing of important dates and 
events for this school year.  Please note that dates are subject to change.   

YEAR AT A GLANCE 2021-22 

MONTH AT A GLANCE -SEPTEMBER 

To access the events for the month of September please click on the link below:  
September 2021 Calendar 

 

SJB RE-ENTRY PLAN 2021-22  (NEXT UPDATE OCTOBER) 

Parents are asked to review our SJB Re-Entry Plan as went out in a SWIFT email to all families on 
Monday, August 24th.   Note that the next update can be expected first week in October, as part of 
our October newsletter.   

For your convenience, the link is also included here  SJB Re-Entry Plan for 2021-22 

COVID-19 SAFETY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE- DAILY 

All students and staff and parents entering the school are asked to complete a daily screening 
questionnaire as a best practice towards ensuring that students are healthy and should be coming to 
school. Staff use the same tool to self-assess. Parents are reminded that children that are coughing, 
have running noses and present with a temperature should not be at school. Students who arrive at 
school showing such signs will be sent home immediately.  

COVID 19 DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 

ONLINE LEARNING ALTERNATIVE & IN-PERSON SCHOOL DATA 

At the start of August,  parents were asked to complete a survey as to their preferred learning format 
for their child(ren); in school or at home/online. The District sent out a letter explaining the learning 
stance selection considerations and timelines for parents to consider prior to selecting the learning 
stance for their child.  We are happy to share that the overwhelming majority of our students are back 
to in person learning here in their school with only 10 families choosing to learn online.   

ATTENDANCE AND LATES 

We ask that all parents carefully read the student agenda book which contain important procedural 
information to ensure the smooth operations of the school. 

With over 560 students it is essential that all parents respect and comply with procedural directions to 
help support the school in ensuring the smooth operations of the school. 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Ec3gqcYhnkZAvN3NdzM4AcEB8fvqwuW9IKpsDbx2bKJ2Ow?e=eoOBIr
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Eb8Wv1EGh7xArO6gRd7iwWkBXvzc-1nXpqGKGKsaerlvuA?e=NSyY9Z
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Eb3dUU7VS8FLrSIdTvnXaBsB54eCQGUck-5jlenge6Y_Lg?e=ZIiyKv
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Ec3cTE9Xl2NBpvaV3QpttcEBO1LXsYzC5c3N_MXCmJKMxw?e=UF6k19
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Listed below are important reminders to all parents regarding attendance/lates expectations: 

• Please note that parents coming late must still direct their child to their designated door as in 
the map. 

• Parents are not to drive them through the layby and drop them off at the front. The child will 
be directed back to their designated door and will be expected to enter through their 
designated door.   All doors are unlocked until 8:30 am. and as such, it is an expectation that 
the child use their designated door. 

• A reminder also that parents dropping children off at their designated door are not permitted 
to enter the school building. They are to direct their child to enter and leave them at the door. 

• Parents who habitually bring their children late will be called by administration as a verbal 
warning, at which point the child's attendance will be closely monitored. If attendance and 
lates continues to be a problem, the asst. principal/principal will begin with tracking and 
reporting and referral to the attendance board through formal means.  Arriving late is a 
concern as the minutes of instruction missed adds up and it is as if the child missed days of 
school.  

• Please be aware and reminded that it is a legal responsibility that parents with children under 
16 years of age attend school and on time daily.  

We ask that you also read page 5 of the student agenda and review for yourself and your children 
the important roles that we each play to work collaboratively together for the good of the students. 
We ask that you and your child sign the page as and indication that you have read and reviewed 
the information. Thank you for your continued support and cooperation as we begin an exciting new 
year! 

STUDENT AGENDA BOOK 

While each student receives a student agenda book as part of their registration fees, we have also 
included a link to the document for your attention. Please note that the agenda book can also be 
found on our school’s website for your reference.  The agenda outlines important school general 
information as well as  procedures aligned with Division policies.  The agenda does not reflect COVID-
19 protocols and Back to school plan of actions for the current year, as such, please use our agenda 
as information in conjunction with the ECSD & SJB Back to School Plan for the 2021-22 school year.   

SJB Student Agenda Book 

POWERTEACHER PRO, IN POWERSCHOOL FOR PARENTS 

In Edmonton Catholic schools, we report to parents and students on an ongoing basis.  Gone are the 
days when parents and students would have to wait for their report card to come out 2 times a year. 
We use a gradebook program that integrates with PowerSchool, called Power Teacher Pro, in which 
teachers input assessment information as it happens.  Parents and students are encouraged to 
check power teacher pro regularly to keep up to date on student progress.  

Here is a link to a video on how to track your child’s ongoing learning in PowerSchool.   

Parent Guide to Assessment and Reporting 

 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/ERqzkRXB3FhIomB85ItV4CoBDCIHZUV_b1gP_z2CzYbFiQ?e=KfDpd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsTBSTYI4C8
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/D0026/Curriculum%20Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FD0026%2FCurriculum%20Resources%2FParent%20Information%2FPARENTGUIDE%20ASSESS%20%26%20REPORTING%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FD0026%2FCurriculum%20Resources%2FParent%20Information&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9lZG1vbnRvbmNhdGhvbGljc2Nob29scy5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86Yjovcy9EMDAyNi9FWlk3cDhjRkgtWkpvbDVkTnV6RERnc0JreHUzWDF0ZjBqVnJqOThHWkFmWnJ3P3J0aW1lPW5VU0RZM1ZwMlVn
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HOURS OF OPERATION  

Our hours of operation can be viewed in the link provided  Hours of Operation  

 
COMMUNICATION FROM SCHOOL TO HOME  

– MANY WAYS WE GET INFORMATION OUT TO OUR PARENTS 

Research indicates that students experience success in school through the ongoing support of their 
parents and collaborative partnership between home and school.  Consistency between the school 
and home related to the importance of skills of independency such as organization, time 
management, emotional self-management and focus on schoolwork are key towards building 
positive, healthy, diligent and conscientious habits. Highlighted for your reference, is a brief listing of 
several ways that parents can help their children remain focused, while staying informed about their 
child’s school day: 

Talk with your kids-- Ask them every day about their activities at school and have them show you what 
they have been doing.  

Look at their agenda book each day--   This is an excellent way to learn about what is happening at 
school. The student agenda book can also become a key communication tool between you and your 
child’s teacher. 

Read the monthly newsletter/calendar--The monthly newsletter and calendar will be sent out 
electronically to all parents using our Swift K12 system.  It will also be posted to our school’s website on 
the last day of each month for the upcoming month’s information.  

Visit our website at www.stjohnbosco.ecsd.net,-- There you will find several details related to our 
school’s academic and extra-curricular programs, school policies and procedures, upcoming 
calendar of events, school council information, agenda and minutes as well as, learning and 
programming initiatives for the students. To access the information simply click on the left side tool bar 
on the website and click on the scroll down menus for the specific information you wish to have.    

Ask to see their Google Classroom & Classroom Website-- This is an excellent way to learn about 
what is happening in your child’s classroom and the specific learning projects and assignments they 
are engaged in.  Teachers also post specific projects and events going on in their classrooms and in 
Google Classroom you will be able to see specific feedback they provide your child in their learning 
assignments. 

Follow us on Twitter @StJohnBoscoYEG https://twitter.com/StJohnBoscoYEG This is an excellent way to 
learn about what is happening at school and see all the great learning that is happening in our 
school. Teachers also post specific projects and events going on in their classrooms. 

Log onto the Power School Parent Portal daily at-- https://powerschool.ecsd.net-- Parents received a 
user name and password to log into the Power School Parent Portal at the start of the school year. If 
you did not, please stop by the office during our Demonstration of Learning to collect your user id 
and log in.  This tool offers parents the opportunity to access attendance, school fees and bus 
information as well as, report cards and registration documents for their children.   

Log onto the Power School Parent Portal at -- https://powerschool.ecsd.net Within 
PowerSchool parents can monitor their child’s academic ongoing growth throughout the school year 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Ebe2JyA9tEBJl1UYQEc9M9YBCpQdLnj0QMFJw0VBjxZ20Q?e=kbpQpp
https://twitter.com/StJohnBoscoYEG
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/
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allowing them to view their child’s on-going progress at the time of student assessment with Level of 
Achievement marks related to curricular outcomes; in addition, comments and/or assignment 
information can be seen online. Parents will be able to access information about their child’s progress 
during the learning process, as well as at key points during the year when summary information about 
achievement is posted. There will also be a student progress summary report available online in June.  
 
& Read ‘Swift’ Automated Messages --This tool is used regularly to fan out important District and/or 
school information, school events and reminders.  If we do not have your email on file, as the 
automated system is set up to deliver messages via email and/or text, please call the school. This is a 
great system and I encourage all parents to use the system as it keeps all parents in the loop. 
 
Attend and volunteer for events at school-- Special events such as:  Meet the Staff Night; Celebrations; 
Fundraising; Demonstrations of Learning; Book fairs; Music Concerts; Fun Day; Fieldtrips and cultural 
events are an important part of your child’s school life. If your child is involved with special events, 
performances, sports teams, or a school club, we encourage you to attend and see them in action --
-this will make a difference to their level of commitment.     

Get involved with School Council-- Become a partner with us as we work towards meeting the needs 
of all our students.  Help us by sitting on school council as a classroom representative, connect with 
your child’s homeroom teacher to see how you can support their work at home and assist us with 
fundraising, so that we can supplement and enhance student programs. 

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF STUDENT/STAFF/PARENTS 

The primary role of St. John Bosco School is to provide a learning environment wherein students can 
become actively and productively involved in their own academic learning and social growth. To 
achieve this,  it is important to recognize that students, staff, and parents have a responsibility to respect 
the rights and dignity of others.  Parents, students, and staff must work collaboratively to ensure the 
success of the student’s educational program.  As part of our shared commitment towards working 
collaboratively, we encourage you and ask you to read, review and sign with your child page 5 of the 
student agenda, as a demonstration of your commitment towards working collaboratively. We have 
also included the information here for your convenience.   
As members of the St. John Bosco School community, students, parents, and staff are expected to 
model and promote behaviour that contributes to a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning 
environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of belonging.  Parents, school staff and 
students all have responsibilities in ensuring that St. John Bosco School is a positive learning 
environment.  To that end, listed below are responsibilities, although not an exhaustive list, it does 
establish clear direction of the roles and responsibilities each stakeholder group has towards 
contributing to a positive school environment and helping students meet their responsibilities.  
Students are responsible for: 

• attending school regularly and punctually 
• being diligent in pursuing their studies  
• ensuring that their conduct contributes to a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning 

environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of belonging.  
• complying with the rules of the school and respect the rights of others in the school, 
• refraining from and reporting and not tolerate bullying or bullying behaviour directed towards others in 

the school, whether it occurs within the school building, during the school day or by electronic means, 
• being accountable to their teachers and other school staff for inappropriate conduct, 
• positively contributing to the school and community 
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• working on building skills of independence & self-reliance as an essential life skill 
Parents are responsible for: 

• ensuring that their child(ren) attend regularly, are punctual and come to school ready to learn 
• maintaining communication with the staff and their child(ren)  
• taking an active role in the child’s educational success, including assisting the child in complying with 

Section 12 of the School Act, 
• ensuring that the parent’s conduct contributes to a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning 

environment, in keeping with Section 16.2 of the School Act, 
• maintaining a spirit of collaboration in working with all community stakeholders as referenced in the 

School Act. 
• encouraging, fostering and advancing collaborative, positive and respectful relationships with teachers, 

principals, other school staff and professionals providing supports and services in the school,  
• providing a supportive learning environment in the home 
• monitoring and assisting with homework as needed 
• reviewing and supporting the school’s conduct policy with their child(ren) 
• respecting and following the established school procedures and policies. 
• updating any changes to their child’s contact, medical or custody information in a timely fashion 
• assisting their child(ren) in building skills of independence & self-reliance as an essential life skill  

Staff are responsible for: 

• modelling mutual respect, Catholic values and conduct that contributes to a welcoming, caring, 
respectful, safe learning environment, 

• educating students by fulfilling the mandate of the Alberta Education Program of Studies, 
• meeting the needs of all students and assisting them to be successful, 
• maintaining open communication with students, parents and other staff 
• maintaining a spirit of collaboration in working with all community stakeholders, 
• establishing and maintaining classroom routines and expectations,  
• disciplining consistently, while recognizing individual differences; maintaining dignity and respect, 
• maintaining order and discipline among the students while they are in the school, on the school 

grounds, and while they are attending activities sponsored or approved by the school district 
• reviewing and following the school’s conduct policy with their students, 
• respecting and following the established school procedures and policies. 
• providing consequences for inappropriate behaviour based on a continuum of supports to correct the 

inappropriate behavior,  
• supporting individuals impacted by inappropriate behavior or discrimination using school resources such 

as Emotional Behavior Specialists, or others as needed, 
• assisting students in building skills of independence & self-reliance as an essential life skill 
• abiding by the Professional Code of Conduct 

PROCEDURAL INFORMATION 

Although the procedural information below is contained within the student Agenda Book, we felt it 
important to highlight it and update the information with the recent COVID precautions still in place. 
We will continue to assess and update parents as we receive AHS/AB ED and ECSD direction. As such 
the September newsletter is longer than usual to include the most current information. Please take a 
moment to read the information so that you are aware of and understand the procedures 
established. 
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Access to Building 
Office Hours  
Access through the front door for parents doing business in the office is from 7:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m. each 
day, with the exception of Thursday afternoons when all staff are in staff 
professional development meetings.  Should you require assistance you may 
contact the school and leave a message at which point your call will be 
returned later.  The answering machine is available 24 hours a day, 7 days per 
week. As indicated in the re-entry plan,  parents enter the school by pre-scheduled appointment 
only.  

Student Access/Security  
The safety and security of the children in our school is a priority.  To that end, all school doors are 
locked always.  All students are asked to enter and exit through their designated door at the 
beginning and end of their day. At the beginning of the day, student entry doors are opened until 
8:30 a.m. at which point they are secured for the whole day.  As such, if your child arrives after the 
bell they are expected to enter using their designated door.  An adult supervisor is also located at 
each entry door to welcome the children  

Student Drop Off & Pick Up at End of Day 
Parents who drop off and/or pick their children at the start or end of the day are asked to wait at a 
pre-arranged meeting spot outside along the larger perimeter of their child’s designated door until 
students exit. Parents will not be able to enter the building to meet children while COVID 19 protocols 
are in place. Parents are asked to wear a mask and to maintain physical distance from others when 
picking up their children. 

Parent Pick up for Early Departure of Children 
For minimal disruption to the learning of all children and for optimal safety in keeping with COVID 
protocols, parents are asked to ring the buzzer and wait for their child outside.  Office staff will log 
your child out on our records and the student will be escorted to the main door to meet their parent. 

When possible, send a note with your child informing the teacher when he/she will be picked up; this 
will allow the teacher to give required information/homework to the student before leaving.  The 
student will be sent to the office upon notification from the office of your arrival at the main door. 

  The following procedures have been put in place for the safety of your child. 
o Please ring the bell at the main door, office staff will call down your child and will sign them out and 

walk them to the front door to greet you.   
o If you are unable to pick up your child, please phone the school and let us know who will be picking 

up your child . You must inform the new person picking up your child of the new COVID protocol in 
place.  

o Parents are requested to reduce, as much as possible, the number of early departures to provide 
continuity of instruction.    

o Please make use of the Thursday, early dismissal whenever possible for appointments. 

If you are picking up a child at the regular dismissal time, we ask that you explain and direct your 
child that they are to meet you outside their designated door.  If you have multiple children, please 
organize, and teach your children in advance the location outside of the school whereby you will 
meet your children; we suggest that meeting up at the youngest child’s exterior door is most 
manageable.   
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Accidents & Illnesses 
First aid is administered to any child experiencing an injury at school. If the injury is 
a minor scratch or bump, first aid is administered, and no school contact is made 
with the home. In the event of an accident or illness, the school office will strive to 
contact the parent or guardian by phone, or email. Please ensure that all 
necessary phone numbers (emergency, home, and work) email and medical 

information are kept up to date in the office. If we cannot reach you or your emergency contact, we 
will endeavor to make the best decision for the care of your child.  

Student Illness  
Due to strict continuing COVID protocols with respect to student illness,  a student exhibit signs of illness 
at school will be moved to a designated private area within the school/site. Parent/caregivers will be 
notified and asked to pick up their child immediately. Please ensure that student emergency contact 
information is up-to date in the event that parents cannot be reached. Should a student become ill, a 
parent/caregiver or emergency contact must pick up the student as soon as possible. Staff supervising 
symptomatic students will monitor student until picked up at which point sanitization of the designated 
area takes place.  

Agenda Book Program 
Each student at St. John Bosco School is expected to use an agenda book, the cost of the agenda is 
part of the school fees and will be itemized as such.  Our Agenda Book Program helps to ensure 
students develop lifelong skills that will serve them well for years to come. Participation in this program 
will facilitate: 

a) organization & time management tool 
b) clarity about school expectations, procedures, and policies 
c) communication tool between the home/school  
d) awareness about upcoming school functions and activities 

Cost of replacement in the event of loss, is the responsibility of the student which is $6.00.   Parents are 
asked to support our agenda book program by sitting down with their child and reviewing key 
procedural information.  Please take a moment to sign the ‘Roles & Responsibilities of 
Student/Staff/Parents’ on page 5 of the agenda book to indicate that you have read and reviewed it 
with your child.    

Alberta Health Services  

Alberta Health Services works together with schools and community agencies to provide a range of 
coordinated community health and support services for school-aged children and their families. Our 
common goal is to build on the health and education potential of students by providing information, 
immunization, speech and language, and dental services in targeted schools. If you have any 
concerns about your child’s health, please talk to someone at the Northgate Health Centre at (780) 
457-4250. 

Allergy Awareness  
We have students with life‐threatening allergies to peanuts and nut products. In some cases, these 
allergies are so severe that just a trace of, or even the smell of peanuts or nut products, could send the 
child into anaphylactic shock. If this happens, the child’s throat tightens, and swells and he or she may 
stop breathing. This type of severe allergic reaction can be fatal. Although we cannot absolutely 
guarantee that students will not come into contact with nut products, we do wish to limit the chances 
of such an occurrence. Please help us by checking the labels, packages, and ingredients of all foods 
your children bring to school. Please don’t let your children bring any foods to school that contain even 
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a trace amount of peanuts or nuts. To keep our students as safe as possible, students who bring nut 
products to school will be required to eat in a segregated area. 

Assemblies, Celebrations & Liturgies- (will be re-assessed after the Sept. 27th COVID update) 

Throughout the school year there will be several occasions when we would have gathered together 
for general assemblies, special events, student recognition, celebrations, and liturgies. For the month 
of September, we will do so in a virtual format, using our broadcast system out to all the classrooms. 
We are hopeful that we will return to in person after the September 27th update.  

General school-wide assemblies are usually held at the beginning of the school year, after Christmas 
break and after Spring break.  Assemblies provide an opportunity for staff and students to celebrate 
as a school family, to communicate and review general school wide expectations or to celebrate.  

Assessment of Learning/Report Cards/Power Teacher Pro 
This year, we will once again concentrate on increased ongoing assessment as well as an emphasis 
on communicating and understanding key learner outcomes and the criteria for success to support 
next steps in learning.  

Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the PowerSchool gradebook. 
For parents, this means  having access to a child’s report card at any point in time. Teachers will 
follow up via email with parents who do not attend student led conferences, as this communication 
is very important for student success.  

Report Cards 
The student’s progress is reported on an ongoing basis. Student progress will be formally reported to 
parents at the end of the year as a final report card which will be posted to PowerSchool and will 
indicate the next grade level placement recommendation is made in June.  

Online Parent-Teacher Conferences  
We are hopeful that our Demonstration of Learning, will be done in person. In the event, that thing 
change, and we are not able to be in person, we would have a virtual format in place as we did this 
past year. More to come as we get closer to the date.  

Parent-Teacher conferences and report cards for this school year are scheduled for: 
Parent-Teacher Conferences: November 25, 2021 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: March 17, 2022 

Final Report Card: June 29, 2022 

If you wish to discuss your child’s progress or marks, please feel free to call or email the school.  

Report cards are available online to parents/guardians via the PowerSchool parent portal.  

Parents who are new to ECSD will be provided with their own PowerSchool passcode which will allow 
them to view the report card online. PowerSchool not only gives parents access to their child’s report 
card, but also access to other school and classroom information. PowerSchool passcodes for those 
parents who have not yet created a PowerSchool account will be sent home later this month, so 
please watch for them. PowerSchool accounts remain in effect from year to year, so parents only 
need to create an account once. 
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Attendance/Lates/Absentee Check Program 

Regular attendance and punctuality at school are important factors that 
positively affect student achievement.  

Punctuality and regular attendance are essential to success in school and are 
expected of all students. In fact, research has shown that students who are 
chronically absent (missing two or more days per month), are less likely to 

develop strong literacy and numeracy skills. If the pattern continues, students are less likely to graduate 
from high school. The same is true for students who miss school for extended periods. Please visit 
Attendance Matters for more information. 

 
Parents of students who must be absent from school are asked to contact the school before classes 
begin. An answering machine is operational for your convenience between 4:00 PM and 8:00 AM every 
day. Parents and guardians who do not phone the school will be contacted at home or at work via 
our automated phone system.  

 
Attendance at school is monitored by the homeroom teachers and the school office. If your child will 
be absent from school or must be dismissed early for a medical appointment contact the office by 
telephone at 780-471-3140, or send a note to the homeroom teacher, prior to the absence. An 
unexplained absence will result in a telephone call to the parent via our automated system. Please 
keep the office informed of current phone numbers.  Students who are late must check in at the office 
and have their agenda book stamped or obtain a late slip from the office before entering class. 
Students leaving early must sign out at the office.   

Bicycles/Scooters/Skateboards 
Students are asked to walk their bicycles on the sidewalk and playground area for safety reasons. 
Bicycles are to be secured in the bicycle rack using a durable bicycle lock. Students are able to use 
their bicycles, scooters, or skateboards as transportation to and from school only. They are not allowed 
to ride at recess or lunch times. The bicycle racks are out of bounds to all students as a play area.  It is 
recommended that scooters and skateboards are secured with the students’ other personal 
belongings. The school will not be held responsible for any damaged bicycles, scooters, or 
skateboards.  It is the student’s responsibility to secure their bicycle, scooter, or skateboard. 

Birthdays 
Birthdays are a special event in the lives of children.  At St. John Bosco School, your child’s name will 
be announced as part of our morning broadcast each day.  A special birthday pencil will be presented 
to each student on their birthday.  Weekends, holidays, and summer birthdays are not forgotten.   

Bus Passes 
Students at St. John Bosco School in Grades 1-6 are charged for bus 
passes.  Bus Students have the option of: an annual bus pass for the duration 
of the school year with no refunds or a monthly bus pass whereby payment is 
made in full in September and students will receive a bus pass every month. If 
parents choose to pay monthly, payment must be received no later than the 5th of the month for Yellow 
School Bus passes or your child cannot ride the Yellow School Bus home from school. There will be no 
reminders sent to parents.  

If your child requires an ETS bus pass, payment must be received no later than the 25th day of the 
previous month in order that an ETS pass be issued. A reminder that all payments are made through 
the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  Should you require more detailed information regarding bussing, 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EfaScjEcedBDszCE6Kg7wVAB6yH3D-T6n5FDSJDJjXzt5w?e=SQed1V
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please contact the school office or the District Transportation office at (780) 441-6078.  Students 
requiring ETS bus passes are to inform the office in advance to ensure that ETS bus passes are 
available.     

All students riding the Yellow Bus are also required to fill in a student Transportation Verification form. 

All students riding the ETS and Yellow Bus at St. John Bosco School are required to carry their assigned 
bus pass. Yellow bus students whose payment has not been received by the 5th day of the month will 
not be permitted to ride the bus home from school. All bus students are directed to line up and board 
the bus where row call is taken daily. If there are alternate arrangements made, the parent is to call 
the main office as we manage the bus lists daily to reflect changes.  

Children who are registered to use ECS bussing receive the Guide to Using Charter (Yellow) Bus Service, 
which provides detailed information regarding all aspects of Edmonton Catholic Schools’ student 
transportation services. Parents are asked to carefully review and discuss this information with their 
children. It is important that children clearly understand the Safety Rules and Procedures for riding the 
bus, such as what stop to get off at; what to do if the bus doesn’t come; how to behave near the 
danger zone. Please see Student Transportation: A Guide to Using Charter (Yellow) Bus Service. 
 
Yellow bus service is available for students living within our boundary area and outside of the 2 km 
“walk zone:” The Edmonton Transit System is available for other students. For consistency, eligibility is 
determined using distances calculated through Google Maps.  
 
Students residing outside of our boundary area who wish to take an ETS bus will be required to purchase 
a bus pass. The cost of an ETS bus pass is $35/month for elementary students and $59/month for junior 
high students. Bus pass costs are subsidized by the school district. The cost to replace a lost or stolen 
bus pass is $5.00 for yellow busses and $72.50 for Edmonton Transit (the full cost of an ETS bus pass). 
Payments for bus passes may be made through PowerSchool. 
 
Students without a bus pass will not be permitted on the school bus. If your child usually rides the 
yellow school bus and will not be riding the bus home on a particular day, please inform the school.  

 
Due to ongoing pandemic protocols, ALL students are required to wear masks while on school busses 
until further notice. Students will be assigned seats and a record of the seating plan will be kept in 
order to assist with contract tracing should a student contract COVID 19.  
 
There will be an increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection of high-touch surfaces, such as 
door handles, window areas, rails, steering wheel, mobile devices, and GPS prior to each run. In order 
to ensure that proper cleaning is done between bus runs. 
 
Please note: 
 

• Students who live in the same household will be seated together.  
• Whenever possible, limits will be placed on the number of students using the same bench on 

the bus. 
• Students will line up, maintaining physical distance, in the order they are seated on the bus, 

with students sitting at the back of the bus entering first.  
• When busses arrive, students seated at the front of the bus will unload first.  

https://www.ecsd.net/SchoolProfiles/transportation/Documents/Transportation%20Forms/transportation_guide.pdf
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• If a child becomes symptomatic during the bus trip, the driver will contact the school to make 
the appropriate arrangements to pick up the child/student. 

• Families are encouraged to make alternate arrangements for transportation should they not 
feel comfortable with their children on yellow busses or transit. 

Cell Phones/Telephones 
Cell phone usage is not permitted during school hours for the safety of your child (it is difficult to monitor 
communication, and theft/loss is a risk). Please write in your child’s agenda any changes to your child’s 
regular after school routine. If you require your child to have a cell phone for after school activities, 
please remind him or her to turn it off and hand it into his/her homeroom teacher as part of their 
morning registration routine. The school does not accept responsibility in the event of loss or theft. 
Telephones are available throughout the school and if necessary, your child has access to a telephone 
in the event of an emergency, at which point you would here directly from the school office. 

Communications  
Open, ongoing, and positive communication between the home and the school is one of the most 
important contributions we can make for the educational development of our children.   By working 
together collaboratively, we will help all students achieve their academic best.  To contact a teacher, 
please call the main office and a message will be relayed for the teacher to return your call.  Longer 
extended conversations are best had in person and as such, we encourage parents to call the main 
office and book an appointment to meet with the teacher. Due to COVID protocols, parents must 
book an appointment in advance to meet with any staff member.  

Please be sure to access information about school events and important upcoming dates regularly via 
the following: 

Swift Automated Communication System 
The Swift system is the automated system we use to communicate with parents in a timely fashion.  
Parents are reminded to ensure that we have your current email address on file in our database for 
them to receive the communications via this system.  We will continue to actively use our Swift 
automated system to keep parents informed on daily attendance, a variety of topics and special 
events reminders as well as regular monthly newsletters and calendar communications.   

Website 
Online communication is the quickest, most accurate source of information for parents.  Our school’s 
website is https://www.ecsd.net/1024. Our website is updated regularly and includes general information, 
monthly calendars of events, school newsletters, special events, classroom information and school 
council information such as meeting agendas, as well as minutes, educational links for students, 
parents, and staff learning. 
 
Envelope 

At the beginning of the school year, “Friday Envelopes” are available at a cost of $3.00, which is 
included as part of your school fees and will be itemized as such.  This system helps reduce frustration 
with trickles of paper coming each day throughout the week.  Furthermore, we believe this will help to 
promote organizational skills, as well as help to model for our student’s good habits of responsibility, 
while creating organization, consistency, and continuity throughout the whole school.  Parents are 
asked to read the contents of the envelope each weekend, at their leisure and return any forms 
requiring completion.  All “Friday Envelopes” must come back each Monday.  In the event, that a child 
loses, or damages his/her envelope, a replacement envelope must be purchased. 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/1024
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Newsletters 
In order to reduce our environmental footprint, St. John Bosco School is paperless.   On the last day of 
each month, parents will receive electronic versions of both the monthly newsletter and calendar using 
the SWIFTK12 automated communication system. If you do not have access to a computer, please 
call the office and we will ensure that you will receive a hardcopy. 

Outdoor Sign 
Special announcements, notices and reminders regarding upcoming events will be posted regularly 
on our outdoor sign located at the front of the school. 

Crisis Management Plan Information (Fire Drills/Lockdowns/Evacuations)  
St. John Bosco School is a safe place to be because our staff, students, parents, and community work 
together to make it safe for our children.  In the classroom, teachers talk to students about safety and 
the importance of being prepared.  Being prepared means doing a good job at assessing any risks or 
threats and then being able to respond quickly and effectively. During the month of September and 
after each major break such as Christmas and spring, we will be reviewing and having both, fire drills 
and lockdown drills.  Covid protocols will be in effect.  

During A Fire Drill  

Your child will participate in a simple exercise to practice the procedures of leaving the school building 
and waiting with the teacher outside until officials say it is okay to go back into the school. 

During A Lock Down  
Your child will participate in an organized exercise to secure both the classroom and school from the 
inside until officials say it is okay to move freely within the school again.  A lock down means that 
students are to remain in locked classrooms or in a pre-established safe area to keep them safe until 
the authorities determine that it is safe to remove the lock down procedure and allow students and 
staff to move freely in the school.  Just as each teacher is asked to explain to his/her students the 
need to have such drills, please take a moment to explain to your children that there is a need to 
have these practice drills as it helps to ensure everyone’s safety.   

During A School Evacuation 
The purpose of an evacuation is to ensure that everyone is out of the building as quickly as possible. 
This would usually occur due to a fire or other danger to safety within the building. Everyone remains 
outside the school until it is safe to go back inside.   

In the event of an evacuation that requires an extended amount of time, parents would be notified 
using our automated system and given further instructions whereby the parents would be redirected 
to an alternate pick-up location.  Staff and students would be directed to our designated off-site 
location at Bishop Greschuk School, where parents will be expected to check in and pick up their 
children at that location.  Orderly and respectful conduct that is mindful of the need for following 
protocols and established logistics is paramount for the safety and security of all students.  

Custody Arrangements 
In the event of a legal custody/guardianship arrangement, it is the responsibility of the parent to notify 
the school and to submit the pertinent legal documents to the school.  Please note that the school will 
only honor the terms of legal documents contained within the student file.  Legal documents must be 
current and certified.   
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Dress/Attire 
Standards of Student Dress  

In Edmonton Catholics schools, students are expected to dress in a manner that honors the dignity of 
the human person, who was created in the image of God and that supports an inclusive, welcoming, 
caring, respectful, safe and Catholic learning environment that promotes the well-being of all.  

The purpose of establishing Standards of Student Dress is to empower students to make appropriate 
choices. Rapidly changing styles and fashions make it impossible to suggest a definite standard of 
dress; however, students should dress in a manner consistent with educational goals, school activities 
and the weather.   

At St. John Bosco School we believe that for students, school is their “work” place and as such, students 
are encouraged to wear attire (clothing/footwear/headwear/accessories), that reflects a ‘place of 
business’.  

Attire such as clothing/footwear/headwear/accessories must support a welcoming, caring, respectful, 
safe learning environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of belonging and must maintain 
personal safety and the safety of the school community.  

Specific guidelines are outlined by teachers and reviewed regularly. They include, but are not limited 
to: 

• Outdoor footwear must be removed upon entry to the building and indoor shoes worn in school. 
For optimal safety, students are to wear running shoes within the school.  

• Outdoor items such as sunglasses, caps/hats, toques, bandanas, and outdoor jackets are to 
be removed upon entering the school.  

• Clothing that reveals underwear or belly buttons or midsections is not acceptable.   
• Dresses, skirts and shorts to allow for optimal activity and movement, must be longer than the 

student’s extended fingers when their hand is held at their side. 
• Students are not permitted to wear clothing/footwear/headwear/accessories that indicate or 

suggest membership in, or affiliation with any group that is not an inclusive, welcoming, caring 
and respectful towards others.  

• Attire that has logos or text should be positive in nature, should be respectful and encourage a 
healthy lifestyle for children and youth.    

• Headwear that is specifically required for religious observance (i.e. hijab, yarmulke, turban) or 
for medical reasons is appropriate.  

 

Students who wear attire that does not align with the above SJB standards of Dress may be asked to 
change or a call may be made home to have suitable alternative brought to them. 

Extra-Curricular Activities (will be re-assessed after the Sept. 27th COVID update) 
During the lunch break and after school, students are given the opportunity to participate in a variety 
of activities. These activities vary to accommodate the interests of most students. Staff members 
voluntarily devote their time to the preparation and supervision of these activities. Students, if not 
responsible in their academics and behavior may be removed from participating in such extra-
curricular activities.  Parents are asked to be prompt in picking up their children from their selected 
activity. 
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Fees 
St. John Bosco School has school fees. The fees assessed fall into one of three categories as 
supplement, individual or optional.   Furthermore, the collection of some funds during the year are 
done so strictly on a cost recovery basis for educational activities in the following categories: extra-
curricular teams/clubs, fieldtrips, farewell ceremonies, and school or student activity costs. Due to the 
high cost of textbooks, we do however ask parents to ensure students care for and maintain proper 
care of their school textbooks.  School fee charges are sent out in the fall for collection and must be 
paid online using the parent portal at https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/. 

Footwear 
All students are expected to remove their outdoor shoes at their designated entrances.  All students’ 
footwear should be clearly marked to help prevent loss. Each student should have outdoor and indoor 
footwear for cleanliness and safety reasons. Throughout the year, white soled shoes are recommended 
for inside wear and required for physical education. During special evening events parents and guests 
are asked to keep their shoes on for optimal safety. Students are directed to take off boots proceed 
to their designated boot rack areas and put on their indoor shoes for the duration of the special event. 

Hot Lunch Program (will be re-assessed after the Sept. 27th COVID update) 
St. John Bosco School offers a hot lunch program for students. However, at this time due to the 
pandemic, hot lunches are not offered.   

Inclement Weather (Adapted due to COVID update) 

The staff at St. John Bosco School pay close attention to weather conditions using the Edmonton 
Weather Network.  Decisions regarding outdoor activities take into consideration inclement weather 
that may result from the following conditions or combination of conditions: continuous rain, extreme 
wind, cold or air quality.  We will cancel recess if the temperature is –20° C or colder, or if the wind-chill 
factor is –20° C or colder or air quality is poor.   The following guidelines will be implemented as part of 
our tracking weather conditions: 

a. Before and after school access may need to be adjusted (i.e. students may be allowed access 
inside  and will proceed directly to their homeroom class due to COVID protocols.  
the school before the morning bell rather than remaining outside). 

b. Whenever outdoor recess is cancelled, an inside, supervised break will occur within their classroom 
with their homeroom cohort.   

c. Recesses will be indoors only during extreme weather conditions, as outlined above, as such, 
students should come to school dressed appropriately for outdoors. 

d. Recess is important in that it is a vital time for socialization, exercise, the opportunity to eat a 
snack/drink a beverage, and to recharge mentally.   

e. Please be reminded that if a student is too sick to go outside, they are too sick to attend school 
and should be at home resting, as well as for the sake of all those back at the school.   

 
Inclusive Communities Commitment 

God saw everything that was made, and indeed, it was very good.  Genesis 1:31 

In keeping with District Administrative Procedure 160, St. John Bosco School recognizes that we are all 
created in the image and likeness of God. As such, all human beings are inherently sacred and must 
be treated with dignity and respect. All efforts to support the inclusive, safe, and caring learning and 
working communities within our District must be in accordance with the teaching of the Catholic 
Church and shall be grounded in the understanding of the person as a whole.  

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
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A nurturing inclusive community is one in which each person is welcomed, accepted, and supported 
as a child of God; therefore, any discrimination is unacceptable and will be addressed.  

All students, staff, and families of Edmonton Catholic Schools will be provided with an inclusive, 
welcoming, caring, respectful, safe, and Catholic environment that promotes the well-being of all and 
fosters community support for achieving this goal.  

 
Inclusive Education and Programming 
As part of a larger faith community, Catholic Education has the mission of proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as it works to meet the religious, academic, personal and social needs of children/youth.  
Catholic schools achieve their mission through excellence in educational programs that permeate 
the Catholic teaching as well as, through service to the Catholic community and society as a whole.    
 
In keeping with our School’s Foundation Statement and the District’s Statement on Inclusion, we are 
committed to working collaboratively with families to ensure that the programming needs of their child 
is met.   Our school’s ‘Learning Team’ comprised of the Teacher, Educational Assistants, Learning 
Coach, Administration and the Multiple Disciplinary Team (MDT) is committed to collaborating with 
parents towards identifying, applying and monitoring practices enabling all students to reach their 
potential.  

Independence as a Life Skill  
Teaching independence is one of the main tasks for parents and schools. If we work towards building 
capacity in our children, overtime they become increasingly self-reliant and productive members of 
their community. Adults working with children should seek to guide them through a task towards its 
completion as opposed to completing the task for them.  As soon as they can tie their shoes, we expect 
them to tie their shoes. This does not mean we will not help or do not want to help; it means we want 
them to become independent and self-reliant. For younger children, it means that as parents and 
teachers we need to let them do more on their own as they get older and in the interest of best serving 
them for their future.  

Internet 
Students are required to have parental permission before being able to access the Internet.  Parents 
provide consent as part of the child’s registration form.  Student use of the Internet is supervised 
always. Should the child’s use of the internet become inappropriate they can expect to have 
consequences such as removal of computer use privileges and/or suspension. 
 
Learning Commons 
The Learning Commons/Library area is a big part of our school where lots of learning happens; it has 
become a big part of our school’s culture. To that end,  we encourage the safe use of this space and 
as such, will have strict routines for physical distancing and the safe distribution of library materials in 
order to meet COVID restrictions. This will result in perhaps limited access or increased wait times for 
materials and book sign out. Strict cleaning of all books signed out and returned will take place with 
sanitization to occur prior to putting out restocking book and/or equipment on shelves. This area  is to 
be accessed only using a booking system to ensure that only one homeroom cohort will use it at any 
given  time. Students using this space must wear a mask and remain physically distant from others.  

Lockers 
Lockers and coat hook cubbies are permissible for elementary students. Students will keep their 
personal belongings in the lockers/cubbies within in their cohort room or classroom area. Students are 
encouraged to minimize the number of belongings they have at school. Custodial will be following 
additional cleaning  protocols. 
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Lost and Found  
Students are asked to label their property and are encouraged to check the lost and found box for 
any clothing, shoes, books, materials, or other personal property lost during the year.  Students are 
reminded regularly to check for lost items.  During Christmas break, spring break, and summer break, 
unclaimed articles will be donated to a charitable organization. 

 
Lunch Time  
Students are to bring healthy lunches from home as no outside food is permitted.  At this time, students 
will not be able to leave the school or receive food by parents from home. As well, services such as 
‘skip the dishes’, or any fast-food providers are not permitted inside the school. These measures are to 
ensure that, while at school, every effort is made to reduce the risk of exposure from outside sources. 
This will be re-assessed after the Sept. 27th update. 

 
Closed Campus 
In order to maintain cohort integrity for the month of Sept., until we receive an update, all K-9 schools 
will have a closed campus for lunch. Students who must leave due to a medical appointment are to 
sign out at the office and leave using the main front door with the parent waiting outside the main 
front door.   

Food in Schools (will be re-assessed after the Sept. 27th COVID update) 
We will proceed for the month of September as has been the past year and will re-assessed after the 
Sept. 27th COVID update. As a result, treats cannot be sent from home for birthdays or special days, 
and teachers will not hand out food or treats in the classroom. Potluck events, barbecues, or special 
lunch days such as Hot Lunch day, Pizza with the Principal, Shrove Tuesday, and Fun Day are all 
postponed at this time. 

 
Lunch Time Expectations for Student Behaviour 
Students who attend our school can remain for lunch. This usually occurs when parents are working or 
the distance from home does not allow students enough time to go home for lunch.  Students 
permitted to walk home for lunch must bring a permission note from parents indicating they are not 
staying for lunch. Our expectations related to expected behaviours during the lunch break are clear 
and stated below for your reference.  Repeated inappropriate behaviour by a student may result in 
the loss of this privilege.  Supervision is provided and seeks to promote a relaxing and respectful 
environment that is enjoyable for all students.  The following expectations are in place to ensure a 
positive environment: 

  
1. Students will eat in their classroom. 

 
2. Students are expected to behave responsibly by remaining seated, speaking at a 

conversational level, treating classroom monitors and peers respectfully, recycling & 
throwing garbage away at dismissal. 

 
3. Staff will supervise students. 

 
4. At all times, students are to show respect to supervisors and monitors.  When reviewing 

lunchtime expectations with students, teachers will encourage students to bring nutritionally 
healthy food choices as per our District Nutrition Procedure 164. 

 
5. Students who find themselves without a lunch are to inform their homeroom teacher as soon 

as they are aware, so a call can be made to the parent to drop off a lunch. Frequent 



19  

concerns about missed lunches will be brought to the attention of administration and 
addressed with the parents. 

 
Nutrition Statement  
St. John Bosco School is committed to providing an environment that promotes healthy eating, 
nutrition awareness and facilitates healthy lifestyle choices for students. Please reference our District’s 
Nutrition Procedure 164 as part of that information.  
We believe:  
• A comprehensive school health program will help students attain their full educational potential 

and good health by providing them with the skills they need to embrace lifelong healthy eating 
habits. 

• Nutrition should be a fundamental part of a student’s education at every grade level and will be 
consistent with our District’s Nutrition Procedure 164. 

• A healthy lifestyle, which includes eating foods with maximum nutritional value should be nurtured 
and supported.  

It is our Catholic belief that the human body is good and is to be respected and properly cared for.  In 
order to grow, learn and thrive, all students need access to healthy food.  At St. John Bosco School, 
we will work with all students and their families to ensure they make decisions that promote healthy 
eating. To that end, we are committed to completing the following: 

1. Establish and maintain a healthy food and nutrition environment. 
o Nutrition concepts will be covered by all staff and integrated within subjects when appropriate. 
o An environment that provides and promotes healthy food choices and healthy attitudes about 

food will be encouraged as per the Canada Food Guide. 
o Nutrition education will include the importance of physical activity. 
o Staff will provide positive role modeling when making healthy food choices. 
o Support will be offered to parents, students and staff in making healthier nutritional choices. 

 
2.  Develop practices to establish nutrition guidelines for food available at school during the school 

day. 
o During classroom parties, celebrations and meetings. 
 

3. Consideration of food safety is very important. 
o Student allergy awareness and general nutrition information is an integral part of healthy eating 

choices. 
o All foods and beverages served in the school, during school hours, will fall within the “Choose 

Most Often” and “Choose Sometimes” categories in accordance with the Alberta Nutrition 
Guidelines for Children and Youth. 

o Support will be offered regarding appropriate food serving sizes. 
 

4. Parent Education and Information on Healthy Food Choices 
With so many kinds of foods available, making healthy choices can be a challenge. Foods are 
complex and contain many ingredients. The Healthy Food Checker makes choosing healthy, 
nutrient-rich foods easier; it compares the nutrition information from a Nutrition Facts Table to the 
Alberta Nutrition Guidelines, and will put foods and drinks into one of three groups:  

        Choose Most Often               Choose Sometimes   Choose Least Often  
 
The Alberta Nutrition Guidelines for Adults and the Alberta Nutrition Guidelines for Children and Youth 
help Albertans make healthier food and drink choices at home, at work and in public spaces like 
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schools, childcare centres and recreation centres. Parents are encouraged to click on the link below 
to access more information on the above food checker to reference it as you consider packing or 
purchasing a lunch for your child.  http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/nutrition/Page13977.aspx 

Parking/Student Drop Off and Pick Up  
To ensure the maximum safety of our students, parents please read and follow the expectations set 
out below for when they drop off and/or pick their children from the school.    

1. Use the drop off zone located on the west side of the layby; it is a drop and go system. NO PARKING! 
2. Do not use the bus zone or the crosswalk areas as drop off or pick up zones. 
3. Do not jay walk. Teach your children to use the crosswalk on the west side of the layby.  If you do 

not wish to walk the distance it is expected that you train and teach your child to proceed to the 
crosswalk.   

4. Do not use the staff parking, as it is limited for staff use only and is a dangerous spot for student 
traffic.   

Parish Links 
St. Dominic Savio Parish serves our school community and collaborates with our school to inform 
parents of Sacramental preparation. Parents must contact their parish to arrange for their child to 
receive all of the sacraments. Furthermore, the Parish enhances the religious education curriculum with 
regular parish priest visits and participation of the clergy in school celebrations and liturgies. For your 
convenience is the contact information for our designated community parish at Phone: 780–473–4259 
OR 780-472-2833 or email at  stdominic@shaw.ca. Alternatively visit their website at 
http://stdominicsavio.ca/ 

Personal Property /Personal Valuables  
Personal Property Items 
Students will be required to have some of their personal items at school such as boots, shoes, pencil 
cases, etc. and should have his/her name marked clearly on them. Children are expected to maintain 
their personal spaces, such as desks and coat shelves/lockers, in an orderly state. Time is provided at 
the end of each day for children to pack up personal belongings and lunch items that need to be 
taken home. Please encourage your child to do so. 

Personal Valuables Items 
Students are discouraged from bringing valuables and electronic devices (personal devices, 
electronic games, cell phones, and iPods) to school that may be damaged, stolen. Staff may 
remove such items, and at the end of the day the student may retrieve it from the office. The school 
is not responsible for the loss of or damage to any valuables. 

Playground 
It is recommended that playgrounds on school property be off limits before and after school. To that 
end, the Playground is closed before and after school. Do not allow your child to use the playground 
at the drop off or pick up times of the day. This is for everyone’s safety.  

 
Play Zones are Designated 
During the day, students will be provided access to the school yard and play equipment in a manner 
that supports cohort integrity and the maintenance of physical distancing. As part of a measured 
approach at this time, strategies such as staggered recesses, zones of play, and schedules for 
equipment access will be arranged at our school. Students will be expected to wash their hands 

http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/nutrition/Page13977.aspx
mailto:stdominic@shaw.ca
http://stdominicsavio.ca/
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using proper hand hygiene both before and after using playground equipment. 
 

Playing Field Areas Expectations/Procedures  

Due to COVID, and temporarily for the month of September, our school has designated playing areas 
for each homeroom. Please read below for further information as to school expectations.  
Play Areas/Field Expectations:  
1. St. John Bosco has a no contact/hands off policy in the playing field areas of the school.  Students 

are instructed to play games that do not include pushing, shoving, play fighting or wrestling on the 
playground.  Staff members on supervision monitor this closely and address it immediately in the 
event that they see such behaviours.  Students are also expected to report behaviours that are 
problematic so that staff can attend to it immediately.  We do not in any way support behaviours 
that are physically and/or verbally aggressive.  Behaviours such as these are taken seriously and 
may result in suspension.    

2. Outdoor equipment is issued to all homerooms.  The care of the equipment is the responsibility of 
the students in the class.   

3. Students are not to bring sports equipment from home.  The school will not replace items that are 
lost or damaged.   

4. Students are to be only in the designated play area as per the schedule. 
5. No throwing sand, dirt, rocks or any other items that might endanger or injure other children. 
6. Be considerate of others and take your turn, using common courtesy at all times. 
7. No pushing or shoving.  
8. No spitting. 
9. Put all garbage in the garbage bins. 
10. Shoes are to be worn always. 
Recess Expectations 

Good health is necessary for effective and optimal learning. Recess is important in that it is a vital time 
for socialization, exercise, the opportunity to eat a snack/drink a beverage, and to recharge mentally.  
If your child has come to school, it is expected that they participate in recess breaks.  Parents are asked 
to keep in mind the following guidelines, when deciding whether to send their child to school. 

• All students are expected to go out for recess. Students must come to school dressed appropriately for 
the Canadian outdoors. 

• Recesses will always be outdoors unless inclement weather conditions are in place, at which point we 
refer you to the respective inclement weather guidelines indicated in this handbook. 

• Students who become ill during the day will sent home as per the COVID protocols within our re-entry 
plan.  

• Please be reminded that if a student who is sick must not come to school.   

• At times, to assist a class in building class community our MDT Team personnel may work with a group of 
students, or a particular homeroom to facilitate social skills and mindful play. 

 
School Council/SJB Parent Fundraising Society  
At St. John Bosco School, we value the SJB School Council, the SJB Parent Fundraising Society and the 
roles these groups play in contributing to the school program. The council works closely with the school, 
staff, and administration to advise and liaise with us, and to inform both the school and parent 
community. This includes discussion on things such as new policies, fundraising, and new programs. 
Parents are encouraged to become active members and to attend all meetings as posted on our 
school’s website. During the Meet the Staff Night, the AGM takes place and the Executive is elected, 
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as well we recruit Room Representatives.  We ask that two parents per homeroom sign up and commit 
to attending meetings as the classroom representatives.  We value your perspective and need your 
input.  
Supervision 
Supervision in the morning begins at 7:48 a.m. and students will be expected to be outside with the 
supervising teacher, except during inclement weather. Students are to enter and leave the building 
through their designated grade-level doors. Students arriving after the school bell should use the front 
doors.  
 
Technology 
In order to use school computers, students must have the Acceptable Use Agreement (ECSnet) 
signed by a parent as well as signing themselves. All of our classrooms have wireless Internet and 
school network access. Inappropriate use of technology will result in a suspension of their technology 
access. 
 
Volunteers 
At this time, we are allowing volunteers in schools however, to be prudent during the month of 
September until the update expect on the 27th we will refrain from having volunteers enter the building. 
When we reintroduce volunteers, please note that as per our school plan, we will have parents ensure 
that they are not in contact with students and will be covid screened using the AHS checklist.  

Visitors to Schools 
All ECSD staff, including staff from multi-disciplinary teams and Facilities Services will have access to 
school sites. Additional visitors directly related to the immediate educational programming of 
students (i.e. student teachers, psychologists, etc.) will be permitted, following ECSD safety protocols 
and Covid Screening Assessment. As a Catholic school community, scheduled visits from the Parish 
team will continue to be welcomed into the school, following standard safety protocols. No other 
guests are permitted at this time. Visitors are encouraged to wear a mask and maintain physical 
distancing. All visitors must wear a mask and practice hand hygiene upon entry to the school site. 
 
Covid 19 Volunteer/Visitor Log 

When a visitor enters the school with an established appointment, they will be required to complete a 
self-screening tool before entering. If a visitor or parent answers YES to any of the questions, they will 
not be permitted to enter the school. Upon entry via the main front door using the bell to the left side, 
the parent or visitor must wear a mask, hand-sanitize, and then report directly to the general office to 
check in, sign in system using the iPad and complete the COVID Screening Assessment.  

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND SCHOOL POLICIES  
In the interest of clarity, we wish to highlight for you some District Administrative Procedures and School 
Policies that are directly or indirectly related to our school operations, procedures, and logistics.  We 
trust that the information will provide for you a fuller understanding and appreciation for why some 
things are done in the manner in which they are within a school setting.   Please note: At this time of 
pandemic,  the COVID protocols within the ECSD and SJB Back to School Plans, supersede all other 
previously written procedures. In the event that there is more clarity required, the latest plan is to be 
followed.  
Please be sure to review them with your child.  To read the details of each procedure or policy please 
review your child’s agenda /parent handbook. Some key policies and procedures are:  
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School Conduct Policy  

School Homework Policy   

AP 110: School Councils 
AP 152*: Dealing with Parent-School Conflict Management 
AP 260*: Field Trips 
AP 316*: Administering Medication and Medical Treatment to Students 
AP 322: Guardianship, Custody or Access Rights 
AP 330: Attendance of Students 
AP 490: Volunteer 

 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT IN CHILD’S LEARNING THROUGH “FOCUS” MODEL 

Each month as part of our School Growth Plan, we will continue to 
include important FOCUS sections for parent interest and information 
in our newsletters. Please scroll to the last page of each monthly 
newsletter to click on links and information specific to the following 
areas:   

1. Focus on Health & Wellness 
2. Focus on Math 
3. Focus on Inquiry 

 
These sections will complement our SJB school goals as well as provide parents with academic 
information to assist in facilitating and ensuring the continued growth of their children at home 
to complement what we focus on at school.  The first section, “Focus on Health & Wellness”, will 
provide tips on how to encourage your child to develop skills to help promote mental health 
and wellness in themselves and to continue to build resiliency using a growth mindset.  

Or second section on, “Focus on Math”, will feature information and tips for parents around 
building math skills in children. This section, dedicated solely to providing parents with the most 
current educational literature as it relates to math literacy, will be highlighted each month.  

Our third section will be, “Focus on Inquiry” and will feature information and tips for parents to 
promote and facilitate natural skills of inquiry and the competencies to help develop the natural 
curiosity in children.  

Watch for these focus sections to be located on the last page of each monthly newsletter with 
embedded links for each section featured which will take you directly to websites, articles, and 
tips on the particular focus area.   
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STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM (PARENT VERIFICATION for ACCURACY)  

Once again as started last year, our division will be having parents complete the 
verification and updating of information on their child’s registration form online.  
This will be done via the Parent Portal.  

In September, parents will be receiving a notification online to complete and 
verify the information on your children’s registration forms. Each child’s information will have to 
be verified and corrected to reflect the most current information. This is especially important for 
both contact phone numbers, emergency contacts and medical information. Please watch for 
this upcoming notification.  

Further to this, it will be imperative that every parent log into and register on the parent portal if 
you have not already done so.  Most of our families already have their log in as it has been in 
place for many years, however, new kindergarten parents or families new to our school and the 
district may not have it.  

If you do not have a username and password, please call the office and we will email it to you.  

We ask that all parents log in and set up your own password so that you can pay school fees as 
well as update any important contact or medical information for your child.   

ADMINISTERING MEDICATION & MEDICAL TREATMENT TO STUDENTS AP # 316 
 
In keeping with ECSD Administrative Procedure #316, the School Administration receives a 
signed request from the parent and physician (if for an extended period) indicating the type of 
medication to be administered, required dosage, and action to be taken in the event of serious 
side effects.  The information and forms required are available from the office and are kept on 
file in the office after signatures and information is obtained.   
 

• A record of the medication instructions and arrangements will be retained in the school office.   
• A record of the medication administered (time and dosage) will be kept in the school office. 

   
Instructions for Parents 

1. A form must be filled in each school year and updated as soon as changes occur. Forms are 
available at the school office. 

2. Parents are asked to provide the school with: 
a. a recent picture of your child and your child’s name, or we will use the life 

touch picture on file 
b. identification of the substance to which the child is allergic or the type of medical 

condition, symptoms of the allergic reaction or medical condition, 
c. detailed emergency procedures to be followed in the event of an attack or 

reaction 
d. if medication is to be administered, the name of the medication, dosage, method of 

administration, possible side effects and time frame in which it must be received 
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3.  For the safety of your child and others, please bring the medication to the office and speak with 

both, the teacher and office staff about administration of the medication.   
 

4. Administration of non-prescription drugs such as aspirin, Tylenol, cold remedies, etc., may 
be given with the written permission of the parent, if the drug is provided in the original 
container. Please do not send medicine of any kind for your child to take on his/her own. 
For the safety of all the children, medication of any kind must be kept in a safe place at 
school.  

 
5. Some students are required to carry medication on their person for extreme allergies, 

asthma, diabetes, etc. Students must not keep medication in their desks or lunch kits, with 
the exception of EPI-pens and inhalers. Medication must be kept in a secure location.   

 
6. Parents are responsible for picking up all unused medication at the end of the school year. 
7. Please inform administration of any emergency procedures required by students who have 

been identified with life-threatening medical conditions. 
 
POWER SCHOOL PARENT PORTAL  

If you do not have access to the Power School Parent Portal at 
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/ please call the school for assistance and we will provide 
you with log in information.  If you did not receive an automated message named “Back to 
School Information for Parents” on August 19th it is because we do not have your email address 
in our database.  Please contact the school right away so that we can assist you with getting 
your Power School Parent Portal Log in Account set up.  Once you receive your Parent Portal 
Log in User ID and Password from our office, please click on each link below to assist you in 
completing the process.   

PowerSchool Information/Fact Sheet      and    Parent Portal Instructions to Help Parents Create an Account 

PAYMENT OF SCHOOL FEES  

To see a listing of all school fees please go online to the Parent Portal at 
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/. There on the left side bar you will see a complete listing of 
all fees. Note that some of the fees are optional and are strictly your choice.  

BUS TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 
Should you require more detailed information regarding bussing, please contact the school the 
District Transportation office at (780) 441-6078.  Students requiring ETS bus passes are to inform 
the office in advance to ensure that ETS bus passes are available.    

All students riding the Yellow Bus are also required to fill in a student Transportation Verification 
form, which may be picked up at the office. All students riding the ETS and Yellow Bus at St. John 
Bosco School are required to carry a bus pass. Yellow bus students will always be sent home on 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/POWERSCHOOL/PowerSchool%20Fact%20Sheet_updated_elementary1.pdf
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/Documents/A%20SJB/POWERSCHOOL/Instructions%20to%20Help%20Parents%20Create%20an%20Account.pdf
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
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the bus unless you provide the school with a note or call to indicate that other arrangements 
have been made.  

Parents are asked to review with their child that they are to re-enter the school at the end of the 
day if they miss their bus, or in the event that a sibling forgets to meet the student. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION RE: PARENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHANGES MADE 
TO YOUR CHILD’S DAILY TRANSPORTATION ARRANGMENTS 

This is very important information related to “Responsibilities of Parents making changes to their 
child’s daily bus transportation”.   Please take a moment to read closely.   

 

Occasional Change 

Attendance of bus students is taken each day as students load the bus for departure.  To 
prevent delaying the departure of our busses which follow a strict schedule and route, parents 
must notify the office if your son/daughter will not be taking the bus home on any given day. 

 
Permanent Changes  

As per District Transportation guidelines and to ensure the safety of all students, the drop off stop 
for your child will be the one that was submitted at the time of your transportation application.  
A reminder that your child cannot have an alternate drop off stop at any time unless it is first 
processed through Transportation Services and becomes a permanent change.  If there is a 
need to make a permanent change to your child’s transportation needs, the parent must 
complete an application form indicating the change of address and then wait for confirmation 
from Transportation Services.  Please contact the office if further information is required. 

Route Changes  

Route changes are processed on a weekly based.   Phone notification is sent to parents on 
Friday advising that their child's route has been adjusted by Transportation Services. Parents are 
asked to check if their pick-up or drop-off times have been affected (or to confirm stop location 
for new requests). 

 
• Parents can access their child’s individual bussing information such as bus route #, bus stop 

location, and pick-up and drop-off times through this link,  PowerSchool Parent Portal.  
 

• Contact the school if you require a login and password to the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  

Contact Transportation Services at 780-441-6078 with any other questions or inquiries regarding 
yellow bus schedules.   

 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
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Student Bus Discipline  

Matters related to student behaviours are reviewed by the administration once the bus driver 
has completed a bus infraction. Please be advised that if your child’s behaviour is not 
appropriate, they may be suspended from riding the bus.  

ECSD TRANSPORTATION SERVICES  

For the 2021-22 school year, after 20 years with an outdated routing system, Transportation 
Services has moved to a new modern routing software suite called BusPlanner. BusPlanner has 
various components that our Division will utilize to ensure the most efficient and safe 
transportation system. The suite includes BusPlanner Web, the portal to access routes, seating 
plans, transported students, delays and other vital details. https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/ 

Bus Delay Notifications - When Transportation Services sends a delay notification, emails go to 
the affected schools, delays show on the alerts website, and the BusPlanner Delays App 
immediately after posting. 

• Alerts: https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts 

• BusPlanner Delays App: https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-
delay-notifications 

 

SCHOOL OPENING CELEBRATION – (Adapted due to COVID) 
As a school, we will be celebrating in community throughout the school year as we follow the 
Catholic liturgical year.  However, due to COVID this year all 
celebrations will be done over Broadcast with teachers leading the 
celebration mass within their homeroom cohorts.  Our first gathering 
will be our school opening celebration on Friday, September 17 at 1:45 p.m.  
SCHOOL PATROLS  

We are very excited to have our school patrols return for the 2021-2022 
school year! As part of Traffic Safety Week at St. John Bosco, our Grade 6 
school patrols will begin hands on training on Friday, September 10th 
which will focus on specific steps to take to cross the road safely and 

how to cross others in a safe manner. Our SJB school patrols look forward to helping you and 
your children cross the street safely! We will be training and having patrols this year and will be 
sure to follow covid mask and sanitizing standards.  

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c1a9faef032dc4390530808d968d458fe%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637656083491802048%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=K/pvL5Qb9uX7fxgNUMJJ/vmfZs5ffySij5dfCsMhQEI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://busplannerweb.ecsd.net/Alerts&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c1a9faef032dc4390530808d968d458fe%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637656083491812001%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=dHhyVXEiqOZZwmlrMLjUZhBwSzlCM0KiHdb7TzEkYiE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c1a9faef032dc4390530808d968d458fe%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637656083491812001%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=kpf0%2BoQFKlhLybSiLqSlGS7OQlWLZxOgWLc/Xyn7KpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.ecsd.net/page/34228/transportation-services-bus-delay-notifications&data=04%7c01%7cSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7c1a9faef032dc4390530808d968d458fe%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637656083491812001%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=kpf0%2BoQFKlhLybSiLqSlGS7OQlWLZxOgWLc/Xyn7KpQ%3D&reserved=0
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TRAFFIC SAFETY WEEK SEPTEMBER 6-10th 

Traffic Safety events are held Week is held in September, which is Back to School 
Safety month on the Alberta Traffic Safety Calendar. For drivers, they also 
provide a reminder to use extra caution as children annually to increase 
awareness about how to ensure children return home safely each day return to 
school and school buses return to the road. Traffic Safety  

Slow Down for School Zones 
At Edmonton Catholic Schools, the health and safety of students is always our first 
priority!  School zones are in effect around elementary and junior high schools throughout 
Edmonton. Motorists are required by law to slow down to 30 km/h between 8:00am and 
4:30pm on school days where school zone signs are posted. Please slow down and ensure 
the safety of students near elementary schools.  

TRAFFIC SAFETY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

“Your Children’s Safety over Convenience” 
Traffic Safety at St. John Bosco School continues to be a priority for the staff, 
parents, and community members of our school.   Parents are reminded that 
bylaw officers continue to be present at the front of our school looking for people 
committing traffic infractions.  We ask all parents to consider closely, if 
convenience is more important than the life of any one child in our school and the surrounding 
community. Parents are asked to show RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECT AND REASONABLE CONDUCT. It 
is imperative that we all understand that our actions as adults demonstrate our values to the 
young lives watching us.  Demonstrating unlawful behavior teaches children lessons about 
values and more importantly about respect for the law and one’s neighbors. 
 
BE A KIND AND CONSIDERATE NEIGHOUR 
Parents are asked to refrain from parking on our neighbors’ driveways or blocking their access 
to their own homes.  We are part of a larger community and while we can appreciate that there 
is limited parking in front of the school. We are asking that you are mindful of actions that are 
illegal as they break established parking bylaws. Anyone who is experiencing these challenges 
are asked to contact by phone 311 to register a complaint or go online at 
https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/service-311-contact-centre.aspx to complete a 
form.   Parents let us all do our part to be great ambassadors of our school.  

 
 
 

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/service-311-contact-centre.aspx
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SCHOOL PICTURE DAY – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22  
 

School picture day will be held on Wednesday, September 22.  We will be 
using Lifetouch for our school pictures again this year. Please mark your 
calendars!  

Procedures will be like last year. We will be using volunteers in keeping with 
ECSD and SJB Plan. If you are interested in assisting please email Ms. Esposito-Brady via the 
school website. Note that we will have screening and masks mandatory. 

To see the safety precautions to be put in place for picture day, click on the link to view a brief 
video.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LevtvXI9l2Q   

COVID Measures: 
Lifetouch employees have all completed enhanced safety and cleaning protocol training. 

Employees will follow new posing and social distancing requirements to ensure a safe and 
comfortable picture day. 

To limit interactions and improve efficiency, students will not carry a name card to the camera. 
Electronic check-in will be used instead. 

Photographers will have a sanitization kit to clean camera stations and equipment. 

Photographers are required to wear face masks during the entire photography session. Staff 
and students in grades 4-6 are required to wear face masks while waiting for their picture to be 
taken. It is strongly recommended that students in K-3 also wear face masks. During their 
individual session, they will be advised to remove their face covering to capture their image.  

YEARBOOKS 2020-21 

For those who purchased Yearbooks last year, they have not yet arrived and as such, we will 
notify families upon their arrival via swift. Yearbooks, will be sent home through a child once they 
arrive.   

MEET THE STAFF NIGHT (VIRTUAL  FORMAT)- September 16 at 7 pm 

Our annual Meet the Staff event will be VIRTUAL once again this year. Information will be sent 
out via Swift as to how to connect with your child’s teachers. Parents…please mark your 
calendars. Our Meet the Staff Evening will take place on Thursday, September 16 at 7:00 PM.  

Details related to the logistics will be finalized in the coming weeks and we will swift email out 
the information.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LevtvXI9l2Q
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+day&view=detailv2&&id=6756FEC005317724A9637A7010696D7CA4AD1C9B&selectedIndex=8&ccid=evjflMiB&simid=608046853463015832&thid=OIP.M7af8df94c881a2b6399650d56094012fo0
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SJB SCHOOL COUNCIL/PARENT FUNDRAISING SOCIETY  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY, October 21ST @ 6:30 PM 
At St. John Bosco School, we value the School Council and the Parent 
Fundraising Society.  The roles these groups play in contributing to our school 
programs is invaluable and we are proud to say we have an outstanding 
and committed parent community! The Annual General Meeting will be 
held on October 21st at 6:30 pm in the gym.  

The council works closely with the school, staff, and administration to advise and liaise with us, 
and to inform both the school and parent community. This includes discussions on things such 
as new policies, fundraising, and new programs. Parents are encouraged to become active 
members of the School Council and the Parent Fundraising Society and to attend all meetings 
as posted on our school’s website.   

In discussions with our current school council chair, it was decided that it would be best to 
waiting until the October 21st   meeting to hold school council executive elections.  This year due 
to late update on September 27th, we will be having our AGM in October.  We are hopeful that 
by then we will be clear to gather in larger numbers.  

Due to Covid we anticipate that some protocols and limitations will be in place and as such, as 
asking that  all parents interested in attending please call to register as we may need a log of 
attendees. If you will be attending please email Nancyraposo@gmail.com. 

All attendees must wear a mandatory mask, sanitize upon entry, and sit physically distant from 
others as per the set-up of the chairs.  
In addition, we would like to share with you at this time our scheduled SC meeting dates for the 
2021-22 school year. 

The dates for our school council meeting are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council Meeting Dates for 2021-22 
Wednesday, October 21 
Wednesday, November 17 
Wednesday, January 19 
Wednesday, February 23 
Wednesday, April 13 
Wednesday, May 18 

mailto:Nancyraposo@gmail.com
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SCHOOL COUNCIL/PARENT FUNDRAISING SOCIETY INFO  
We would like to extend our appreciation to all our school council members and to 
especially our Executive Council for 2020-21. School council is a evital to the 
continued life of our school as we have discussed as a group a number of topics 
and have especially enjoyed having increased perspectives shared with our room 
representatives for each of the classrooms.    

 
Position  Name 
Chairperson Nancy Raposo 
Vice Chairperson  Jessica Illerbrun 
Secretary Kathryn Gold 
Financial Liaison (Treasurer) Amanda Duncan 

 
St. John Bosco School Council & Parent Fundraising Executive  
We are actively seeking out parents who may be interested in running for a role as Executive 
Council or have any questions, please contact your School Council Executive Chairperson, Ms. 
Raposo, or Principal, Ms. Esposito-Brady.  Listed below for your information are the various 
Executive Members positions and their responsibilities as members of the Executive: 

1. DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
 

A. Chair 
Unless otherwise delegated, the Chair of the Council will: 

1) Chair all meetings of the Council. 
2) Coordinate with the Principal to establish meeting agendas.  
3) Communicate with the Principal on a regular basis. 
4) Decide all matters relating to rules of order at the meetings. 
5) Ensure that Council Operating Procedures are current and followed. 
6) Be the official spokesperson of the Council. 
7) Be an ex-officio member of all committees of the Council. 
8) Ensure that there is regular communication with the whole School Community.  
9) Review any communication to the School Community prior to distribution and include the Principal in the same. 
10) Stay informed about School and School Board policy that impacts the Council. 
11) Comply with the School Councils Regulation by providing the School Board with an annual report that summarizes the 

Council’s activities for the previous School year by September 30th; and 
12) Have general responsibility for all activities of the Council. 

 
B. Vice-Chair  

Unless otherwise delegated, the Vice-Chair of the Council will: 
1) In the event of resignation, incapacity or leave of absence of the Chair, fulfill the Chair’s responsibilities until a new Chair 

is elected. 
2) In the absence of the Chair, supervise the affairs and preside at any meetings of the Council. 
3) Work with and support the Chair in agenda preparation. 
4) Ensure the appropriate management, in compliance with PIPA, of any personal information collected on behalf of the 

Council. 
5) Assume responsibility, in consultation with the Council and Executive, for communicating with other Parent groups within 

the Council and School.  
6) Promote teamwork and assist the Chair in the smooth running of the meetings. 
7) Keep informed of relevant School and School Board policies; and 
8) Assist the Chair and undertake tasks assigned by the Chair. 

 
C. Secretary 

Unless otherwise delegated, the Secretary of the Council will: 
1) Act as a recorder at each meeting and ensure that the minutes are prepared accurately to reflect the directions 

agreed to at the meeting; 
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2) Keep minutes, correspondence, records and other Council documents, and ensure that all relevant documents (as per 
legislation) are available to the public in an accessible location in the School, for a period of 7 years; and 

3) Distribute, as determined by the Council, agendas, minutes, notices of meetings and notices of other events. 
 

D. Financial Liaison (Treasurer) 
Unless otherwise delegated, the Financial Liaison of the Council will: 

1) Present a full, detailed account of receipts and disbursements to the Council as required by the Council, and prepare 
the financial statements for the annual report; and 

2) Work collaboratively with the Fundraising Association. 

 
ST. JOHN BOSCO FUNDRAISING SOCIETY CASINO 2021-22  

Our next Casino is scheduled for Monday, Nov. 29
 
& Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021 at the Century 

Casino 13103 Fort Rd. We are sharing this information at this point as information, and we are 
hopeful that we will in fact be able to have it.  We will keep you all updated. The St. John Bosco 
School Fundraising society is asking for parents to assist us by volunteering to work one of the 
two days we are scheduled to have the casino. If you are able to work both days that is of great help to 
us. Parents are also encouraged to invite a friend or family member to assist us. 

We will be emailing out more information with electronic forms to complete for any volunteers closer to 
the date.  Please pencil in the two dates and consider volunteering should it take place.  

Our last Casino, held December 2018, raised approximately $80,000. Those dollars were 
instrumental in helping to supplement in class instruction in a variety of ways.  In the past, 
a variety of activities   and resources for both students and staff were purchased using 
casino dollars. Listed below for your information are some of the many ways in which we 
rely on those dollars to supplement and enhance student programming: 

• Fieldtrips ($35 per child) 

• Chromebooks & Cart 
• iPads 
• Inquiry/ Stem Resources 
• Math Manipulatives 
• Literacy Resources 

You can see how vital the Casino is for St. John Bosco School. Without Casino dollars, all of the above 
expenses could not be covered by the school. We would either do without or we would have no option 
but to charge parents for many of the  items that the children utilize. We are requesting your support by 
volunteering to work one or two shifts during our upcoming casino.  We absolutely NEED YOU! 

The following is required: 

• 19 workers each day for a total of 38 adults working 38 shifts 
• Shifts are usually 8 hours long 
• 4 General Managers 
• 4 Bankers 
• 8 Cashiers 
• 8 Chip Runners 
• 14 Count Room Workers  

Please watch for the swift information in October.  
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NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION  SEPT 30 -NO SCHOOL 

The Government of Canada is committed to reconciliation and ensuring that the tragic history 
and ongoing legacy of residential schools is never forgotten.  

As you may be aware, the government recently passed legislation to make September 30th a 
federal statutory holiday called the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.   

This day provides an opportunity for each Canadian to recognize and commemorate the 
legacy of residential schools. This may present itself as a day of quiet reflection or participation 
in a community event.  

FEDERAL ELECTION POLLING STATION AT ST JOHN BOSCO 

The 2021 Canadian federal election will take place on September 20, 2021, to elect members 
of the House of Commons to the 44th Canadian Parliament. The writs of election were issued 
by Governor General Mary Simon on August 15, 2021, when Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
requested the dissolution of Parliament for a snap election. Your site will be used for advance 
polling and ordinary polling. 
  
St John Bosco will be a site for advance and ordinary polling using the East Doors.  All Covid 
measures will be in place for visitors and our students will not be in the area of the polls.  All 
areas will be  
used as polling places will be "sanitized level" cleaned at the end of each day of advance 
polling and/or election day (including washrooms, floors, counters, doorknobs, etc.). 
 
Monday September 20 from 7:30am to 7:30pm. 
 
SCHOOL WEBSITE & TWITTER ACCOUNT - @StJohnBoscoYEG 

Parents and community members are asked to use our school’s website to stay 
up to date on the latest going on in our school.   

The school website is filled with information related to the school’s academic 
and extracurricular programs, special student services and support, registration 

and hours of operation information, monthly newsletters and calendars highlighting school 
events.   

This is also a great tool to tell your friends and family about should they be interested in 
registering their children at our school.  The website also allows you to email the principal 
directly and provide suggestions and/or inquire about school programs and/or events.   

To visit our website, click on the following link, St. John Bosco School Website 
 
Our school has a SJB Twitter account @StJohnBoscoYEG. The SJB Twitter account has been a 
great way to share updates, reminders and even highlight school wide events.  We have had 
many positive comments and are happy to say that our followers continue to increase daily.  

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1024/Pages/default.aspx
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We have begun to include video clips and picture collages of the many school events as a 
way of celebrating our terrific staff and the students that make the school come alive with 
their positive energy and amazing school spirit.   

TERRY FOX RUN-MARATHON OF HOPE – THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23   

Children from coast to coast will participate in a physical activity that will help to 
remind them of a person who never gave up and worked his entire short lifetime to 
raise money for cancer research. He had a single purpose and a single message 
that asked us to examine our hearts and give.  

Terry Fox often said that it would be the youth who would carry forth his efforts. Millions of students 
across Canada take part in the Terry Fox School Run every year raising funds for cancer 
research, making it one of the largest fundraising events in Canadian history and one of the 
largest displays of solidarity this planet has ever seen! By participating, you will help share Terry’s 
example of courage, strength, and hope. 

St. John Bosco School staff and students will participate in the National School Run Day on 
September 24th. Please be advised that due to COVID the students will complete the walk during 
their gym class throughout the week to commemorate the annual walk. We encourage all 
families to donate online.  

We are asking that each family donate online $5- 20 per family. This can be done online by 
clicking on the link http://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/ to donate directly to the Terry Fox 
Foundation. Unfortunately, we are unable to collect monies at the school this year. To go to the 
School’s fundraiser site click here,  

Last year we raise over $1500.00 towards cancer research. This year we hope to surpass that total 
through the online fundraising system.
 
SJB SPIRITWEAR ONLINE SALES AND SJB SPIRIT DAY- Sept. 1- Oct. 10th 

Demonstrate your school spirit by purchasing spirit wear online 
effective Sept. 1 to Oct. 10.   

All students, parents and staff are invited and encouraged to 
show their SJB School Spirit by wearing your school spirit wear 
and school colors on Sept 24!   

TO PURCHASE YOU SPIRITWEAR, ONLINE SALES WILL RUN FROM Sept. 1- Oct. 10th.  We will be sending a 
link out to parents via swift once we receive it from our vendor.   

http://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/
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CLASSROOM WEBSITES 
Classroom websites are valuable communication tools between the school and 
the home. They provide important information such as upcoming events, 
reminders for students and parents, and links to educational websites. They also 
provide a shared space to celebrate the learning in the classroom. As a staff we 
will be working towards the preparation of classroom websites so that parents 
have direct information related to their child’s homeroom activities, homework, 
projects and  

To access your child’s classroom website, you can visit the St. John Bosco School website where they 
can be found in the menu under the “School Information”, on the left side of the page. You can also 
access them directly on the icon on the main page or by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1024/school-information/Pages/default.aspx 

JUNIOR ATB  

Junior ATB will be up and running. We are hopeful that this activity will commence in October. Stay 
tuned for upcoming information. 

HANDBELL CHOIR, SENIOR GLEE CLUB, & JUNIOR CHOIR  

There has always been a strong musical tradition at St. John Bosco School and this year would have 
been no different!!!  We are hopeful that this club activity will commence in October. Stay tuned for 
upcoming information. 

SJB CHEERLEADING TEAM  

The St. John Bosco Cheer Team had an extremely successful 
startup at our school running over the past 3 years. We began with 
the program in 2017-18 although we did not officially compete, we 
did perform at two events.  During the 2018-19 our first year of 
competition the team earned the Provincial Championship in the 
novice category. This past and in 2019-20 school years however, 
we did not have a chance to continue due to COVID. We did 
manage to take 2nd place at our first competition prior to the 
school closure in March 2019.  

We are hopeful that this activity will commence in October. Stay tuned for upcoming 
information. 

RUNNING CLUB  

This year our Running Club will run during the Months of March, April and May.   Stay 
tuned for information in the spring. 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1024/school-information/Pages/default.aspx
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READ-IN/READATHON WEEK – OCTOBER 4-8th  (Adapted due to COVID) 
In lieu of the annual Read-In week with guest readers, this year our school 
will run reading activities within their homeroom cohort, and we will also 
kick off our Home Reading Program along with our annual Read-a-thon 
to help promote and celebrate a love of reading. We encourage all our 
families to participate by watching for the Read-a-thon package to come out in early October.  
 

HOMEREADING PROGRAM BEGINS OCT. 5 

Literacy is a life skill and is essential towards ongoing academic success.  Research tells us that an 
enriched reading environment for children results in significant gains in achievement. It is a common 
understanding that all tests are reading tests. In other words, reading to, or with young children 
increases their chances of academic success. Families can create such environments with older 
children by setting aside quiet reading times (for all family members, by discussing “good books” 
and/or by asking children to talk about something they have read.  

One of our school goals continues to be building literacy in our students, as it will serve them well into 
their future.  With our continued efforts towards building literacy in our students, we would like to 
share with you some information about our school-wide Home Reading Program. 

Both, you and your child are invited to be a part of this reading incentive program that will 
complement their current home reading. Essentially, the program provides an opportunity to make 
reading a special time for you and your child.  

We will be kicking off our Home Reading Program on October 5, 2021, which also marks the start of 
Read-In Week, an annual event towards the promotion of Literacy development.   

How the Home Reading Program works:   

 Each student will receive a “Home Reading Program Pouch” in which they can carry 
their books to and from home. 

 

 Each student will receive “Incentive Sheet” with strips on it.  After your child has read, 
and met their specific minutes/goal each night, a parent or guardian is asked to initial 
one box on the incentive sheet. Only one box can be initialed each night, regardless of 
the amount of time spent reading.  

 

 As your child completes one full strip they are to hand the strip in to their homeroom 
teacher, whereby the teacher will tear off the strip and submit their name into a jar.   
 

 On the last Friday of each month, during morning broadcast there will be one name 
drawn from each classroom jar.   
 

 If your child’s name is drawn they will be part of a special bookworm surprise that will be held this year in lieu 
of “Brady Bunch Readers’ Club” which included a free pizza lunch with our Principal, Mrs. Esposito-Brady. 

 
Please stay  tuned for the upcoming surprise. 
 
 
 

http://www.readin.ca/
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READ-A-THON WEEK OF OCT 4-8TH 

Our first annual Read-a-thon will kick off on Oct 4 on through to the 8th. Details about the 
Read-a-thon will follow in a separate package that will be sent out in the Friday 
envelope along with the pledge forms. Please follow the instructions carefully and 
thanks for supporting this fundraiser. Monies raised will be used for student program 
enhancements. Pledge forms and monies collected are due back Nov. 8.   

The Read-a-thon event takes place will take place the week of October 4-8th at school during 
homeroom literacy time in the morning. 

Parents are asked to help encourage a love of reading and to convey the importance of literacy as 
a life skill. Through your participation, collaboratively we stress this as an important life skill and help to 
raise funds to be used towards student program enhancement.  
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD RUNS SEPT 10 - NOV. 22  

There is a long-standing tradition of Social Justice Service Learning here at St. John Bosco 
School.  Through our work we model and teach children the importance of service 
towards others who are in need.  

Operation Christmas Child provides an opportunity for people of all ages to be involved 
in a simple, hands-on project of Samaritan's Purse that focuses on the true meaning of Christmas - Jesus 
Christ - God's greatest gift.  It sends a message of hope to children in situations of despair and need all 
over the world.   

History: Operation Christmas Child was started in 1990. In 1993, Operation Christmas Child grew and was adopted 
by Samaritan's Purse, a Christian organization run by Franklin Graham. To date, Operation Christmas Child has 
collected and distributed over 100 million shoebox gifts worldwide. In 2013, Canadians donated more than 
664,000 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes for hurting children around the world.  

How it works: Each shoebox is filled by Canadians with hygiene items, school supplies, toys and is given to children 
regardless of gender, race, or religion.  

Ideas on what to pack can be found below: 

https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/pack-a-shoebox/ 

DO NOT INCLUDE:  

• Decks of standard playing cards (other card games such as UNO are allowed) 
• Food or candy: Including gum, no chocolate or fruit snacks (due to customs regulations) 
• Used items (due to customs regulations) 
• Toothpaste (due to customs regulations) 
• Liquids or items that could leak, melt, freeze, or break - Shampoo, creams, lip balm, bath gels, mirrors, or glass, 

etc. (these can damage other items in the shoebox). 
• Items that can scare or harm a child - War-related toys, knives, and toy guns, etc. 

Shoebox Labels:  Complete the label to show what age group your box is suitable for.  

https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/pack-a-shoebox/
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4. MAKE YOUR MINIMUM $10 DONATION- Please donate a minimum of $10 for 
each shoebox you prepare to help cover project costs--including shipping. 
Please make one combined donation for multiple shoeboxes. Simply make your 
donation online or place your cheque or cash donation in an envelope inside 
your shoebox, on top of the items. If you make an online donation, you do not 

need to include the donation receipt in the shoebox. Tax-deductible receipts will be issued for 
donations of $15 or more. 

5. DROP OFF YOUR SHOEBOXES- Due to COVID our school is not able to accept these donations.  This 
year all boxes must be delivered to local depots, information on locations will be coming in October’s 
newsletter.  Depot drop off will be the week of November 16-22, 2021. 

St. John Bosco School Goal:  This year is the fourth year that we are working to help the 
Samaritan’s Purse Organization. Our school welcomes as many shoeboxes as possible, 
filled with new useful articles for children. Please read the brochure that was sent home 
to determine which age group you wish to fill a box for as well as indicate if it is for a boy 
or girl.   

• Boxes will be distributed 1 per family starting September 11.  
• For those wanting additional boxes we will place them in a large box by the front 

door on September 13th & 17th. Parents can help themselves.  
• Unfortunately, this year, due to COVID-19 parents will have to drop off their filled 

boxes at various depots throughout the city. 
Each box is to be accompanied by a $10.00 cash donation to be placed in the envelope provided.  
Should you have any questions for clarification regarding this project please go to the website noted 
above which provides detailed information on this program.   

In advance, we thank all of you for contributing to this most worthy social justice program.  Collection 
at city depots will be from Nov. 16-22nd. Please deliver your box to the depots (list of depots to come) 
no later than Nov 22.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
To access the Superintendent’s monthly message please click on the 
following link: Superintendent's Message 

 
 

DISTRICT SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 
Each month, we are committed to sharing religious, spiritual news and information 
through our Archbishop Smith, as well as our District Chaplain.   

To access that information please click on the following link: Religious, Spiritual News 
and Information  

https://secure.samaritanspurse.ca/Donationclassic/brochure/?_ga=2.8312242.1070156068.1598450979-264521834.1598450979
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EcZjzn9u599PkmW6W7cqkH4BvXgNfkykqmw7zNdyTMqDbg?e=EFGwuS
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EUCkg37yk-BJoF85oZmnZyIBY93p-oLOd9BpAnZBMiiUow?e=nVhw1t
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/alba_esposito-brady_ecsd_net/EUCkg37yk-BJoF85oZmnZyIBY93p-oLOd9BpAnZBMiiUow?e=nVhw1t
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=target&view=detailv2&&id=2F24CA31402B67831BF06421FB357796E811CE54&selectedIndex=68&ccid=XehUhg4A&simid=608029630686167122&thid=OIP.M5de854860e0029227ac9e0408efd1d12H0
http://media.samaritan.ca/doc/ShoeboxLabels.pdf


39 
 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO PARISH INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Welcome to St. Dominic Savio Parish!  Please visit our website at http://stdominicsavio.ca/ to learn 
more about our parish community and the ways we can serve you.  Come back often to be kept up 
to date

Sunday Masses: 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 

Weekday Masses: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.

Parish Info 
Address: 
14406 62 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
T5A 2E9 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Office Phone: 
780-473-4259 or 780-472-2833 
Fax:780-472-2833 
Email: stdominic@shaw.ca 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stdsedm/ 
Website: http://stdominicsavio.ca

 
FOCUS ON HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Welcome to another year of learning, adventures and fun! Back to school comes 
with a lot of feelings and emotions attached to it. Excited, nervous, happy, anxious, 
and uncertain are some feelings we may feel around this time. The best thing we 
can do, and encourage others to do, is label our feelings and know that all feelings 
are OK to have- there are no bad feelings!! Take time each day to say how you feel 
and ask your child how they feel too.  

Alberta Health Services has provided a list of strategies that will help you start this school year off by 
promoting positive mental health.  

With the start of a new school year comes early mornings, busy schedules, and often some frustration 
as parents and caretakers try to get everyone going in the right directions each day. Establishing 
back to school regular routines will help children handle change with less stress. Here are a couple of 
quick reminders to help make the transition from summer holidays to classroom easier for you and 
your child.  
 
FOCUS ON MATH 

MATH MATTERS at HOME  

Students are curious, active learners with individual interests, abilities and needs. They come to 
classrooms with varying knowledge, life experiences and backgrounds. A key component in 
successfully developing numeracy is making connections to these backgrounds and experiences.  

Students learn by attaching meaning to what they do, and they need to construct their own 
meaning of mathematics. This meaning is best developed when learners encounter mathematical 
experiences that proceed from the simple to the complex and from the concrete to the abstract.   

The main goals of mathematics education are to prepare students to:  

http://stdominicsavio.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/stdsedm/
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Alberta/Pages/Parents-promoting-positive-mental-health.aspx
https://childmind.org/article/helping-kids-back-school-routine/
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• use mathematics confidently to solve problems  
• communicate and reason mathematically  
• appreciate and value mathematics  
• make connections between mathematics and its applications  
• commit themselves to lifelong learning  
• become mathematically literate adults, using mathematics to contribute to society.         

(Learn Alberta.ca)  

As your child begins another academic school year here are some tips and strategies that can be 
used at home to help boost your child's math success! 

1. Make sure they understand the concept or are they facing the daunting challenge of 
memorizing meaningless rules and drills.  

2. Teach them to write clearly and neatly. Tracing letters or writing on graph paper will improve 
their number writing.  

3. Be around to refresh their memory or explain forgotten concepts.  

4. Review math vocabulary to ensure they can define the skills they are learning.  

5. Promote putting down the calculator. Computing math problems in their head will reinforce 
concepts more quickly.  

6. Check to make sure your child is approaching their homework properly. They should study the 
textbook and practice the sample problem before starting the assignment.  

7. Encourage them to tackle more than just the assigned problems.  

8. Approach word problems together. Suggest that they read aloud, repeat, and draw a picture 
of each problem.  

9. Explain how math applies to real-life situations and challenge them to help you solve the math 
problems you encounter when you're out together, such as figuring out how many apples to 
buy or calculating change. They'll be more interested in mastering math if they realize its value.  

10. Do they really know it? If they can answer a basic math question within three seconds they have 
mastered the concept. Try drills and flash cards to get them up to speed.   

Keeping these tips and strategies posted at home is also a great checklist for not only yourself but 
also your child.   

 My Child’s Learning: A Parent Resource   My Child’s Learning: A Parent Resource: provides parents 
with information specific to each grade level.  

 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.learnalberta.ca%2Fcontent%2Fmychildslearning%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlba.Esposito-Brady%40ecsd.net%7C2306b5bfdad447c8ac2f08d968c816f2%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637656030849835189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gX3YUbqZuRst4ZwegbgDcDd6EzLqGTstu7JIpHYetRY%3D&reserved=0
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FOCUS ON INQUIRY 

At St John Bosco, the inquiry approach is more focused on using and learning content as a means to 
develop information-processing and problem-solving skills. The system is more student centered, with 
the teacher as a facilitator of learning. There is more emphasis on "how we come to know" and less 
on "what we know." Students are more involved in the construction of knowledge through active 
involvement. 
 
Memorizing facts and information is not the most important skill in today's world. Facts change, and 
information is readily available -- what's needed is an understanding of how to get and make sense 
of the mass of data. 

Through the process of inquiry, individuals construct much of their understanding of the natural and 
human-designed worlds. Inquiry implies a "need or want to know" premise. Inquiry is not so much 
seeking the right answer -- because often there is none -- but rather seeking appropriate resolutions 
to questions and issues. For educators, inquiry implies emphasis on the development of inquiry skills 
and the nurturing of inquiring attitudes or habits of mind that will enable individuals to continue the 
quest for knowledge throughout life. 

The Essence of Inquiry … 

"Inquiry ... requires more than simply answering questions or getting a right answer. It espouses 
investigation, exploration, search, quest, research, pursuit, and study. It is enhanced by involvement 
with a community of learners, each learning from the other in social interaction." 

(Kuklthau, Maniotes & Caspari, 2007, p. 2) 

Stay tuned for many discussions and learning with your children this year.   
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