
 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As we look out of the school windows, it is clear the spring has arrived; the snow is melting, the sun is shining - 
giving us more daylight hours and even a few geese have reappeared.  After a long and arduous winter, nature is 
telling us that summer is fast approaching.   
 
We are also nearly at the halfway point of our Lenten journey, preparing to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at 
Easter. We continue to seek the Lord in prayer; we serve by giving alms; and we practice self-control through 
fasting.  
 

After a busy and successful few months, we hope that Spring Break will offer everyone a change of pace and the 
opportunity for some quality family time - well enjoyed by all. 

 We are thrilled to welcome you back on Monday, April 4th. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Rachelle Irvine          Michael Kovacs          Nicole Stang               Julie-Ann Dron 
      Assistant Principal            Principal            Assistant Principal        Assistant Principal 



Prayers for Ukraine   

On March 18, St. John XXIII school 
held a special prayer service for 
Ukraine. Three services, by division, 
were held, at the school and were 
presided by Reverend Father Julian 
Bilyj, Eparchial Clergy of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Edmonton, Division Chaplain at 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Religious Services. Trustee 
Turchansky was in attendance and 
participated in the prayers. Prayers 
and hymns were sung in both 
English and Ukrainian by staff and 
students.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the prayer service. It was a very moving and impactful service. The students were so attentive to the 
message, and we received overwhelming accolades from the parents, Fr. Julian, and Trustee Turchansky. We are 
very proud of how our student responded.  

 
We raised $ 2345 in cash. The amount collected on-line can’t be determined, but I would assume we must have 
raised the same amount. So it is safe to say the total would be around $ 5000.  
Be sure to check out our Instagram account for more group of pictures at @stjohn_xxiii    
 
It was great to see our community come together for this important cause.  We will continue to pray for Ukraine, 
saying the Novena prayer provided by Pope Frances each morning as a school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Office Procedures    

As we know, with COVID, our school had to alter many of the procedures that we used for day-to-day operations. 
Many of these changes have proved to be so successful that school are continue with many of their change 
permanently.  
 
Being Prepared for School:  
We now know that families can be prepared for school if they plan. All students should have a water bottle, 
lunch, a backpack, and learning materials for the day. This year has showed that there is no need to drop off 
lunches or learning materials at the school during the day. We ask that parents do not bring these materials to 
the school during the day. With 900 students at our school, the time commitment it takes our office staff to 
process and deliver these items to students is a significant stain on our staffing resources.  
In addition, the educational disruption to learning is also a school concern. The school has developed a supply of 
lunch material that we have been providing to students who do forget their lunches so there is no need to drop 
off any lunches. Water fountains are also now fully operational, and cups are also availed to students during the 
day, if they forget their water bottle. 
Minimizing disruptions during the day is in everyone best interest!    
 
Looking ahead:  
Staggered start and end times/Lunch break/recces: 
Staggered enter to the proved to be an effective procure to not only avoid overcrowding at the start and end of 
the day. It also helps to alleviate the traffic congestion that occurs at these times. As a result, we will continue 
with a staggery enter and dismal at the school for 2022-2023. We will also have a staggered lunch and recess 
times again 2022-2023. This allows for better utilization of the playground and fields, and of course limits overall 
congestion.  
 
First day of school: 
Having parent notified the day before school of their teachers name and entry doors has eased a lot of anxiety 
and uncertainly on the first day. Elementary teacher will again be meeting their classes outside the first day of 
school. This will also avoid the morning rush of the first day, which we now know, is too much for the school to 
handle. Parents will get to see their child(ren)’s classroom(s) on the “Meet the Staff Night” which occurs a couple 
week into the school year. 
 
 
 
 

Student Pick up and drop off    

The school was successful in convincing the city to remove the windrows on both side of the street this 
winter which helped with parking. We have also place pylons on the turnaround at the end of Whitelaw 
Lane which has helped prevent parents from stopping in this area and improving traffic flow. This has 
resulted in making pick up and drop off safer. However, we still have parents who try to find a spot in the 
staff parking lot during the day. This is not safe as hundreds of students, staff and parents walk through 
this area each day. Please do not enter the staff parking lot at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 



Demonstration of  Learning  

On March 10th, elementary teachers in grade K-6 had Goal Setting Teams Meetings.  
 

For Junior high students, grades are placed into PowerTeacher Pro as they are generated to allow both students 
and parents to track achievement at any time. Junior high students have an ongoing % mark that is cumulative. 
Additionally completed a Demonstration of Learning reflection through their Health Google classroom during 
their Health block. Parent feedback was also collected in their child’s Health Google classroom.  
  

The final report cards for students in grades K-9 will be ready on June 29th. 

 

 

Annual St. John XXIII Carnaval d’Hiver! 

 
Carnaval 2022 
We were excited to host our 6th annual 
Carnaval d'Hiver this year.  
 
During the week of March 21st – 25th we 
celebrated our French-Canadian roots with 
our Carnaval d’Hiver. This has been a week-
long event in which classes get to explore 
various aspects of francophone culture 
through art, music, history, dance, and 
winter sports.  
 
 
 

 
This year, the skis were once again a big hit and 
ice sculptures covered the fields around the 
school. In their classrooms, students had the 
opportunity to engage in activities related to 
Carnaval.  
During the week everyone was encouraged to 
wear plaid shirts, like the bûcherons!   
 
We are looking forward to next year already! 



 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day  

 
 
 
On March 17th, the school celebrated St. Patrick’s Day. 
There was Irish music played during the day, special 
treats and Arts activities and the Leprechauns caused 
havoc in the elementary classrooms. It was great to 
see the school all outfitted in green. Everyone can be 
Irish…at least for one day a year! 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday  

 
 
Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 
of Len, a season of fasting and of prayer. Lent 
reminds us of Jesus’ time of temptation and 
fasting (going without food) in the desert, which 
lasted for 40 days and nights. By eating less, 
fasting at certain times, or giving up our favorite 
food, we will have more time to focus and think 
about our faith, read the Bible,  
and pray. On March 2nd the school held its Ash 
Wednesday Celebrations in the classroom.  
 
 
 



Music 

Grade 1-4 Music  
"It was an exciting time in elementary music during Carnaval this week! Our students in grades 1-3 got to try 
their hand at the spoons as they learned some fun ways to play them. Grade 3 students learned a folk dance to 
go with "La bastringue". Our grade fours won't be missing out either! They've been busy at work as they 
practiced and prepared for their tests on the recorder, so they will get their chance at the festivities soon 
afterwards!  
 

Exciting news! Concerts are back, and École St. John XXIII is pleased to host a spring concert this year.  
Be sure to save the date –  
Grades 1-4: Wednesday, June 8th, 2022  
Grade 5-9: Wednesday, March 18th, 2022  
Both concerts will be at West Meadows Baptist Church (9333 199 St NW) 
More information will follow in the coming weeks. 

 

One Voice  

" One Voice” will continue to be offered in person both in French Immersion and English this April. If you are 
interested in joining us, our April times are as follows: 

 
English One Voice: 
Thursday, April 14th and 28th, 2022 
Grades 1-3: 8:45-9:15am 
Grades 4-6: 9:25-9:55am 
 

French One Voice: 
Thursday, April 7th and 21st, 2022 
Grades 1-3: 8:45-9:15am 
Grades 4-6: 9:25-9:55am 
 

We will be drawing on the themes from the book Maybe once again, focusing 
on the ideas of potential, purpose, vocation, and how you can use God's gifts 
to you as a way to shine your light and serve others! We look forward to 
seeing some family members of our community join us after spring break! 

 

Athletics  

The basketball season is now competed. Both Senior teams qualified for the top tier playoffs in ECSD before 
losing in the quarter finals. Two more sports are starting to play in April. 
 
Badminton: 
The Junior High Badminton teams has been selected and will start playing the first week of June.  
 
Team Members:  
Addison H., McKenzie S., Lauren C., Sofia R., Amber O., Mia L.,  
Marcus V., Austin T., James F., Alden L., Qa’im P.  
 

 
 



 
Elementary Volleyball: 
Since tournament play was so restricted in volleyball, we did not have an Elementary volleyball team.   
However, the schools have decided to run a mini season for the elementary student in volleyball. The school will 
have two mixed teams. We have set up a tournament with Monsieur William Irvin school for April 20 at the 
school form 3:30 p.m.-7:000 p.m. Spectators are welcome! 

 
Team Members:  
Jewel G., Kayce C., Heart G., Kadin N., Presley P., Jason K., Meagan Z., Ashton C., Rocky M., 
Cayd F., Brandon O., Naleigh M., Sophia A., Josephine M., Irene O., Levi W., Mikaella T., 
Okeoma U., Kie W., Victoria P.  

 
 
 
 

2022-2023 Kindergarten Registration 

 
Kindergarten registration forms for the 2022-2023 school year are available on the 
school website. The school has also prepared a Registration Handbook with 
general information about the school as well as a Parent Handbook that will 
answer many questions you may have.  
If your child is new to ECSD please go online and fill out the registration form.  
If your child attends one of the 100V programs and you would like to register 
them, please call the school office.  
 
Please note, we offer a HALF DAY Kindergarten Program at St. John XXIII. If you 
have any other questions, please call the office at 780-469-2451.  
Your child must be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2022, to register.  

Everything you need to know about registration, including the school’s catchment area, can be found on our 
school website at: https://www.ecsd.net/1969  

 

 

Joan Carr Information Night 

Families with children that will be attending Joan Carr Elementary/Junior High for the 2022-2023 school, St John 
XXIII will be hosting an Information Night on Wednesday, April 13th at 6:30 pm, in the school gym.   
Please come join Darin Deforge, the principal at Joan Carr, who will be here to share more information about the 
new school and all that it has to offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Spring Fling and African Dance lessons 

 
The Lion Kingdom Dance  
Our junior high students got to spend some time in "Africa" through 
the experience from our presenters, The Lion Kingdom.  The Lion 
Kingdom is a company that focuses on dance and fitness, cultural 
experiences, and overall wellbeing.  They showcased their heritage to 
our students through the music, instruments, and dance moves. 

 
 

 
 

Spring Fling 
 
On Friday March 25, the Junior High students had their first 
dance in over two years. At St. John XXIII, the school 
competed a detail dance unit in physical education classes 
during the weeks leading up to a dance. Students learn a 
variety of dances that they then showcase to other classes.  
Some of the dances they learned were Electric Slide, Cupid 
Shuffle, One-Two Step, Mambo #5, Tush Push, On the Floor, 
and Mr. Bondy’s specialty, Gloria. As well, students were 
invited to participate in a few dances as a whole group such 
as Just Dance and Partner/Group dances such as Tennessee 
Wig Walk and Cotton Eyed Joe. Their hard work learning 

and participating in these dances over the course 
of several weeks led to a successful 
event. Following the showcase, a more 
traditional Junior High dance occurred. Students 
were encouraged to let their hair down and have 
fun! 
 
The student dress was formal attire for the day to 
make the event even more special.  It was great 
to see student dress up and dancing with each 
other on this day. A little bit of back to normal!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from St. Thomas More Parish   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome our visiting priests to the Parish who will be celebrating our School Masses, Sunday Liturgies, 
daily weekday Masses, and Easter Triduum with us: 
Fr. Jozef Wroblewski, Fr. Jack Hamilton, Fr. Martin Carroll, and Fr. Paul Kavanagh. 
  
We invite all students and families to join us at St. Thomas More Parish to pray the Way of the Cross on all 
Friday evenings during Lent (at 6 pm). 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is Tuesday evenings from 5-6pm, followed by evening Mass at 6pm. 
These are good preparations to help us celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation before the Easter 
Triduum. 
  
I would also like to remind you and your staff, teachers, parents and students of our weekly Friday morning 
live-streamed Mass for our schools celebrated by Fr. Jozef. 
They are most easily viewed from our youtube 
site:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w 
Here is also where we have posted the lesson videos for sacramental preparation (Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion). 
We would like to particularly encourage those students in the grade 2/3/4 classes to use these Masses as a 
preparation for their Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated for those registered students on Saturday, June 4 (10am to 12pm) and 
they will be celebrating their First Holy Communion on either Sunday June 12 (Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity) or June 19 (Corpus Christi (Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ)); we will let you 
know which schools we have scheduled to which Mass time after Easter. 
  
Please pass this information to your staff, parents, and families and for inclusion in your newsletter as 
appropriate; thank-you! 
  
On behalf of the pastoral team at St. Thomas More Parish, I remain 
  
+Yours in Christ, 
Christina Faitakis, Pastoral Assistant 
St. Thomas More Parish 
210 Haddow Close 
Edmonton, AB T6R 2P3 
 

Website:    https://stm.caedm.ca/ 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/ 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w&data=04%7C01%7CRachelle.Irvine%40ecsd.net%7C46dbf6e4675e49f740cc08da09322d1f%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637832408355784363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Zhy%2BuvRWxBVYjZoaGBiL%2BSDe1tCPuuVJm0aebmwTLqA%3D&reserved=0
https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w
https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/


St. John XXIII SAC News  

Hello Parents of St. John XXIII!  

The next SAC meeting will be held in May.  Information on how to join the on-line meeting will be sent to families 
a few days before the event.  

The Perogies and sausage fundraiser was a big success. The school sold close to $ 22 000 worth of food and the 
profits from this event should be over $ 5000.  Thank you to Daynelis Brito from the School Council for organizing 
this event.  

The school runs two types of fundraising. The biggest is our casino. Casinos brings in close to $ 70 000. Thank you 
to all the parent who volunteered at the school casino in February. You dedication to the school is appreciated. 
These funds are used for general expenses. Items such as Chromebook carts, Maker Space technology, 
Elementary music, Physical education equipment, French Carnival guest performers, Alberta Opera presentation 
and Shrove Tuesday Grill rentals, Elementary Christmas concert rentals etc. are examples of how these funds 
have been used in the past. From the last casino the school has received $ 55 782 form this fund in the past two 
years.  

The second type of fundraising are the smaller ones such as the Pierogi sale. It is important to have these types of 
fundraisers as the spending of these proceeds do not meet the Alberta Gaming regulations. This allows for 
discretion and individual students may receive items that casino rules would not allow. Items we have used these 
funds for in the past include Grade 4 Bibles, Sacrament recognition, bus drive appreciation gift cards, teacher 
appreciation items, Shrove Tuesday food costs etc. It is important the school has these local fundraiser events to 
support these activities that benefit our students. In the last two years the Parent Association has contributed $ 
13 531 from this account.  

Thank you to everyone who purchased items in our last fundraiser, and we hope you will continue to support 
these school 

 

 

 

 

 


