
February 2021 
 

Administrators Message  
 

February always brings an abundance of opportunities for us to express our love and appreciation for 
each other.  
 
February 14th is Valentine’s Day.   
On this day, we celebrate each person’s giftedness. The school will celebrate this day on February 
12th. The Junior High students will be participating in a “Formal Dress-up Day” on February 12th. In 
February, we celebrate Random Acts of Kindness from February 14th – February 20th.  
Random Acts of Kindness day is Monday February 17th. 
 
The St. John XXIII Virtual Open House will be held on Wednesday, February 10th.      
Kindergarten presentations will be at 6:30 p.m. and Grade 1-9 at 7:15 p.m.  This event is primarily for 
Kindergarten registration and grade 7 students however, any student who is a resident student from 
within our catchment can also register at our school. The evening will be a “Teams Live” event. The 
link will be posted on the school web site a day before the event.  

 
The Family Day holiday is on February 15th and there will be no school on this day.  
Teachers Convention is on February 25th and 26th. There is no school on these days.   
Faith Development Day is on March 18th. There are no classes on this day.  

 

 
Michael Kovacs   Mark Huculak                          Kathleen Korner 

Principal    Assistant Principal           Assistant Principal 

 



 

    Father Catfish Day 

On February 11th, all our grade 8 students will participate in 
our 4th annual Father Michael ‘Catfish’ Mireau Youth Faith 
Day.  This year’s event will be on-line, and students will be 
engaged by the presentations of internationally renowned 
speakers who will share their personal story of making a 
difference.  The Keynote Address will be by Steve Angrisano. 
It will be a three-hour pre-recorded event featuring a 
Welcome, Greetings from our Chief Superintendent and 
Board of Trustees, a Liturgy of the Word with Father Glenn 
and Father Julian, and Ice Breaker activities. They will also 

have the wonderful opportunity to participate in the Eucharist with Father Glenn. The theme, Serve Like a 
Superhero, highlights for them that our youth, who are our future, will change the world! 

 

Faith Development Day 

There are no classes on March 18th, 2021 as all staff in ECSD will gather for our 23rd annual Faith Development 
Day.  
Our theme this year is: “God Calls us each by name.”  
 

2020-2021 Kindergarten Registration 

Open House 

 
Kindergarten registration forms for the 2020-2021 school year are now online.  If your child is new to ECSD 
please go online and fill out the registration form.  If your child attends one of the 
100V programs and you would like to register them, please call the school office.   
Please note, we offer a HALF DAY Kindergarten Program at St. John XXIII.  If you 
have any other questions, please call the office at 780-469-2451. Your child must 
be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2021 to register. All registration 
forms can be found on the school website. This year the school has also developed 
a Registration Handbook with general information about the school as well as a 
Parent Handbook that will answer many questions you may have.  

We will be holding an Open House on February 10th starting at 6:30 p.m.  Due to our limited space, we will only 
be accepting Catholic, in Catchment area students for Kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Everything you need to know about registration and the school can be found on our school website at: 
https://www.ecsd.net/1969 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/1969


St John XXIII Physical Education  

 
In January, the students of St. John XXIII had an 
opportunity to learn about 
various Paralympic sports within society. 
The Paralympic sport that was focused on due to 
COVID and social distancing was wheelchair 
basketball with real sport wheelchairs.  The 
students truly enjoyed this unique experience as 
they grew a sense of appreciation for their healthy 
able bodies.  We look forward to doing this again 
next year, with the hope of exploring more sports 
within the Paralympics.   
 

 

French Immersion News 

Carnaval d’Hiver 

Every year in Québec, they host a Carnaval to get them through the cold winter months. As a school, we will be 
spending the week of March 1st – 5th doing just that. Throughout the week, students will get to experience 
firsthand the music, language, and history of French-Canadian culture! Please make sure that you send proper 
winter clothing that week, as some of the activities will take place outside. 

One Voice 

 

Our ONE VOICE program here at St. John XXIII 
continues to be a great success. The focus of the 
program is to conduct school wide reflective 
celebrations with a similar running theme for each 
division. Our first sessions have been very successful 
and is a testament to how each person is important in 
our school community. This year the session is posted 
on-line for students to enjoy in their classrooms.   

 

 

 

Chaplain Corner 

We are beginning to prepare our students for the Lenten season. We have our Ash Wednesday celebration on 
Wednesday, February 17th. The celebration will be held in classrooms with the homily presented by Division 
Chaplain Fr. Glen.  



Lent is a season of forty days which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. The forty days 
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his 
ministry. Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter.  

Thank you to Father Julian who comes to our school on a regular basis to interact with our students during their 
Religion classes. We greatly appreciate the time you take out of your busy schedule to meet with us and help us 
grow in our Faith. 
 

                                             Student Teachers 

We will be welcoming several student teachers to our school coming from numerous educational programs. Our 
student teachers attend the University of Alberta, Campus Saint Jean and Concordia University. They will be 
working in classrooms in our Junior High. We welcome them to our school beginning in February and they will be 
with us until the beginning of May. We look forward to collaborating and working together with our future 
teachers. 

Music Update  

Music Grade 1-5 
We are approaching the end of our Avengers theme in One Voice this month, and we are going to soon begin to 
explore the themes and lessons from the superheroes of "Black Panther". The Avengers have taught us the 
importance of being authentic, working as a team and persevering through difficult times. We are excited to see 
what is in store for the next theme! 
 
In elementary music, our grade fours are wrapping up their unit on recorders. They may continue to practice at 
home and send in videos on Flipgrid to earn elastics and get feedback. Students in grades 1-4 are excited to begin 
exploring the xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels during the month of February!  
 
Music Grade 6-9 

January 4th -8th was so much fun! I thoroughly enjoyed meeting with each band student! This was a unique 

opportunity to meet with each student individually! I very much enjoyed helping each student with their selected 

instrument. Some of us worked on making a sound, while others had more intricate questions. What a blast! I 

have really missed doing band on-site, so it was nice getting to spend time working with students on their wind 

instruments again ☺  Thank you to everyone who showed up, who helped and who continue to practice!   

The month of January was spent playing boomwhackers! We spent time discussing the science behind the tube 

and why it produces the sound that it does. We learnt some very basic songs by ear, and then built up to 

combinations that are more complex. The Musication website has been a great resource and warm up activity. 

This week, classes have chosen a song that they wish to perform on boomwhackers. Together we will work to 

build the appropriate accompaniment (chords and rhythms) and learn the melody, which will be broken down 

note by note. We have some very bright musicians here at St. John XXIII!  

We would also like to mention that our lovely student teacher from the Fall semester, Ms. Darby, will be 

returning for her final placement! We are looking forward to seeing her in February!  

 

 

 



 Multi-Disciplinary Team 

We are fortunate at St. John XXIII to have many knowledgeable therapeutic staff in our building. They bring 
extensive knowledge and experience to our staff and students. 

 
Our multi-disciplinary team is also hard at work in our classrooms, offering whole class, small group instruction and 
one-on-one interventions. Below are supports and strategies that are implemented year-round. 

  
Behavior supports for students  
Strategies modeled for teachers and educational assistants  
FOCUS on Self- Regulation sequence modeling in classrooms  
Social thinking (developing social skills) whole group activities  
Attention & focus small groups   
Phonological awareness instruction and small group intervention 
Empower program- intensive intervention for both decoding and comprehension 
Sessions to build English language learning skills  
Literacy intervention groups both in English and French      
Legibility workshops 
Fine and gross motor skill building with 1:1 support  
Crisis intervention 
Family support  
Community resources and referrals 

  
Members of our Multi-disciplinary team 
Nicole Stang- Learning Coach  
Melanie Mercier- ELL Coordinator & Literacy Lead 
Alyssa Monaghan- Instructional Support Facilitator  
Jennifer Steedsman- French Reading Intervention 
Stephanie Winters- French Reading Intervention  
Cindy DeBrusk- FSLW (Family School Liaison Worker)  
Naomi Geleta- EBS (Emotional Behavior Specialist)  
Kaitlyn Klessens- Therapeutic Assistant-Occupational Therapist  

 

Grade 9 High School Registration  

This is an exciting time for our Grade 9 students as they embark on the journey of finding the high school that fits 

their learning needs. Both our grade 9 English and French immersion classes are scheduled for virtual 

presentations from principals from our Edmonton Catholic High Schools promoting their programs and schools. 

These presentations are taking place from beginning of February through March, from Archbishop MacDonald, JH 

Picard, and Mother Margaret Mary High Schools. These presentations are scheduled during regular school classes 

and they are tailored specifically to our St. John XIII students and address specific questions and programs that 

would be of interest to them. Grade 9 students who are currently learning online also have separate meeting 

sessions that they are invited to attend from each of these three high schools.  

Near the end of February, our feeder high schools, J.H. Picard (for French Immersion) and Mother Margaret Mary 

(for English) are holding their open houses, inviting all parents and students to attend virtually through their 

Teams Live presentation. Parents are highly encouraged to attend these open houses as they will address all 

aspects of high school programming as well as the specific registration process for each school. We have included 



the information for our two-feeder high school open houses for your convenience. Please visit the high school 

websites prior to the event date to find the appropriate meeting link.  

Each of our grade 9 students are currently “tagged” to attend the feeder high schools based on their house 

address. All or our grade 9 students are tagged to either Mother Margaret Mary (English students) or JH Picard 

(French Immersion students). New this year, we have developed an “intention icon” on the parent portal where 

every currently registered student (pre-k to 12) or parent of the student will need to declare which school they 

intend to register for next year. The intention Icon will be activated for February 1, 2021 and should take less 

than a minute to complete. The intention screen will: 

1. Identify the current school the student is in. 

2. Identify their designated feeder school for next year.  

3. Ask the user if they intend on going to their designated school (Yes or No) 

4. If the user selects NO, then it will ask them to identify which school they plan on going to from a drop-down 

menu. 

5. Submit 

Please note that your child’s intention to attend a certain high school, other than their feeder school, does not 

guarantee their admission into the school. Each individual high school may have different specific requirements 

for admission such as a certain academic average or portfolio for admission. If you are applying to attend an 

Edmonton Catholic High School, the feeding and receiving school will finalize your course selections for grade 10. 

If you are attending a Public High School, you will need to follow up with the specific Public School to finalize with 

the course selections. 

We have also provided the information for Archbishop Joseph MacNeil’s open house as they are also a strong 

option for our French Immersion students as most of their core course are offered in French.  

We have listed the feeder school Open House dates and we encourage our families to please visit as many as 

possible. If you have questions about High School Registration, please contact M. Huculak. 

Mother Margaret Mary 

2010 Leger Road 

780-988-2279 

Virtual Open House Date: March 3 at 7 p.m. 

https://www.ecsd.net/1430  

 

J.H. Picard 

7055 – 99 street 

780-433-4251 

Parent meeting for STJXXIII parents only: February 8 

Virtual Open House Date: February 23 at 6:30 p.m. 

(French Immersion)   

https://www.ecsd.net/8410 

 

Archbishop MacDonald High school  

14219 109 Avenue 

780-451-1470 

Virtual Open House Date: February 24 at 7 p.m. 

https://www.ecsd.net/1430
https://www.ecsd.net/8410


(General/French Immersion/IB) 

https://www.ecsd.net/8403  

 

If you have questions about High School Registration, please contact Mr. Huculak. 

 

Parking around St. John XXIII 

With the cold weather, comes an increase in parents driving their children to school as well as 
looking for ways to drop their children off closer to the school on cold days. We all know parking 
around the school is a challenge and with two schools sharing a common street it can be trying at 
times. While this is understandable, we ask parents to still adhere to the drop off and pick-up 
protocols the school has put in place. The safety of all must be our first priority. The city of 
Edmonton and Edmonton Catholic School have worked collaboratively to design and place signage 
in the appropriate places to facilitate a safe environment for traffic in this area. Here are a few 
reminders that will ensure students arrive and depart from the school safely.  
 
Constable Woodall School-Please do not use the Constable Woodall School to drop off and pick-
up students. Let us respect our neighbor’s property and the safety of all students.  
Windermere Road-We have more buses (11) then the front of the school can hold. As such, one 
bus needs to park on the street (Windermere Road) next to the bus lane. Please do not park or 
pick-up students here as the buses cannot get into the front of the school and our 11th bus needs a 
place to park here after school. There is signage indicating this area.  
Front of school parking lot-Please do not drop of students at any time in the parking lot in front of 
the school. This includes the Kindergarten parents at the lunch break between a.m. and p.m. 
Kindergarten classes.  
Cross Walks-Please do not park before and after school in the cross walks or make U turns in 
them. We place pylons in these areas so students can see cars coming. Parking in this area blocks 
pedestrian views.   
Staff Parking Lot-Please do not enter the Staff Parking Lot at any time to park, drop off or pick up 
students. After 4:00 p.m. parking is allowed to access the playground.  
Circle Turn Around on Whitelaw Lane- This turn around was placed here by the city so traffic can 
safely turn around and reverse direction. Parking in this area prevents traffic from safely turning 
around. Signage here indicates there in “No Parking” in this area 24 hours a day.  
 
Thank you for supporting the school in ensuring our students safety is our number one priority. 

 

 
 

District Chaplain Message  

A Different Kind of Lent This Year 
By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB 

 
Wednesday, February 17t h is Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lenten season. When 
Lent rolls around, we are invited to ask ourselves, “Ok, what can I give up this year, so that I can create room for 
God in my life?” However, after being in a pandemic for about a year and with a few months still to go, my first 
response is, “Lord, I have no more things to give up!” 
The Lent of 2021 will not be about giving up things, because we have already been doing 
so for almost a year now. Perhaps this Lenten season we are invited to ponder what we have 

https://www.ecsd.net/8403


received? Allow me to give you an example. 
A family that I am quite close to share with me how the pandemic had impacted them: 
Wednesday night soccer has been cancelled, vacation plans were moved to the backyard, and 
visits to grandma became Facetime calls. In other words, their regular routine was derailed, and they were 
understandably sad about it. 
Then came a statement that I did not expect. “Once the pandemic began, we started to get 
to know the other families in the neighborhood.” At first, I thought I had misheard the 
conversation — we were standing six feet apart with masks on. “Yes, Father. We have gotten to know our 
neighbors and made friends in the neighborhood after having lived here several years. 
It has been a great blessing.” I must confess I was surprised to learn this. How could anyone feel blessed during a 
pandemic? 
During my drive home, I pondered what my friends had shared with me, and wondered: 
what have I received? 
So far, I have been extremely fortunate. The pandemic has been only an inconvenience 
for me. In contrast, others have had a very difficult time and suffered greatly: jobs have been 
lost, relationships have suffered, and family members have died and gone to Heaven. 
For many, there will be no thanksgiving that flows from the pandemic. Their loss has far 
outweighed any gain. I am somewhat embarrassed to think of how fortunate I have been relative to the 
sufferings of others. 
And yet, when I ponder the last twelve months, the most meaningful moments I have 
experienced have been listening to others share about their losses. 
There is a special and holy connection that is formed when others share their pain with 
us. Despite the tremendous poverty they feel, they give us a priceless gift of sharing their deepest feelings and 
memories — a fragile intimacy that can be treasured long after the pandemic has ended. 
The Lent of 2021 will be unique — focused more on sharing than giving up. If you are 
like me, and have only been inconvenienced this past year, let us give thanks to God for that. For those of you 
who have suffered a painful loss, I encourage you to share your experience with others. Being vulnerable is rarely 
easy, but your loss is something you can bless others with. I know that I have been blessed by what others have 
shared with me. 
 
 
 

Message from St. Thomas More Parish 

 
School Bulletins - February 2021 
 
Lent is a time of preparation for Easter, the Christian holiday that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We 
think of the forty days of Lent as an opportunity to change our daily lives and become closer to God. 
  
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday; this year that is February 17.  On this day, ashes are placed on our head as a 

reminder that Lent is about Jesus and all he gave for us.  Lent 
lasts 40 days, the same amount of time that Jesus spent 
wandering in the desert in prayer and fasting. 
  
How do we mark Lent?  The Church asks us to do three 
things – to pray, to fast and to give alms. 
  



It is important to pray more during Lent.  We can do that by adding an extra prayer in the morning or before 
sleep.  We can say grace before meals.  We can encourage our families to come to Mass or to drop into to visit 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  Maybe your family could say a decade of the Rosary each day. 
  
Fasting means giving up things that we like.  It might be candy or spending less time watching television and 
playing video games.  Lent is about sacrifice, it’s a chance to set aside some leisure and focus on our relationship 
with the Lord. 
  
Almsgiving is sharing what we have with those who are in need.  Do you get an allowance?  Maybe you could set 
aside part of it to give to the poor.  Could you bring a can of food for the food bank?  Sharing your time is also 
part of almsgiving.  If you use that time to help your parents or play with your sibling, you are fulfilling the spirit 
of Lenten sacrifice.    
  
If you have made your First Communion and First Confession, it is an excellent practice to receive God’s 
forgiveness in the sacrament of reconciliation.  Confessions take place before every weekday Mass.  
 
Just remember, the better you prepare during Lent, the more joyful your Easter celebration will be.  Have a well-
spent Lent!  
  
Father Mitch 
Pastor, St Thomas More 

 

Message from the Chief  Superintendent  
February 2021 

 

“Lent is a time of going very deeply into ourselves… What is it that stands between us and God? 

Between us and our brothers and sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, 

let us relentlessly tear it out, without a moment’s hesitation.” 

- Servant of God Catherine Doherty  

 

This month marks the beginning of Lent in the Catholic liturgical calendar. It is a journey where we prepare our 
hearts and our minds to receive the great gift of God’s mercy and love that is found in the death and resurrection 
of Christ. As the quotation above points out to us, it is a time for us to truly discern those parts of our lives that 
cut us off from the vital relationships with God and each other. In today’s world where we are necessarily placed 
at a physical distance from others, removing spiritual, social, and emotional barriers take a position of even 
greater importance in our lives. 
 
February is always an incredibly busy month for schools. Our high schools will experience quarter change on 
February 1. Our Grade 8 students will be engaged in a morning of social justice learning on February 11 as they 
participate in our annual Father Michael ‘Catfish’ Mireau Youth Faith Day as a virtual event. The theme for the 
day, Serve Like A Superhero, reminds them that they can make a difference in the world. Random Acts of 
Kindness Week will see our students and staff reaching out to others in small ways to brighten their day. Our 
schools will be participating in Ash Wednesday according to the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese. Ashes 
will be sprinkled ensuring that they are distributed without contact. Our Division Chaplains, Father Glenn 
McDonald, and Father Julian Bilyj, will offer a recorded celebration so that our remote learners can also 
participate in this important day. As always, Teachers’ Convention will take place on the last Thursday and Friday 
of February. Our teachers will engage in valuable professional learning in a virtual environment. 
 



Our virtual mental health evening for parents and guardians in January was a great success. We had over 500 

participants on the day of the event, and the recording is available for you on our website. Click here to view this 

very valuable 45-minute video. 

Our online registration is now open, and if you are looking at registering with Edmonton Catholic Schools, you can 

find all of the virtual Open House listings by exploring www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. Share the good news 

about us in your community! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This month, 
our Religious Education Services (RES) Elementary Consultant writes about chapter 3, Envisaging and 
Engendering an Open World, and chapter 4, A Heart Open to the Whole World. The article is included as an 
accompaniment to this newsletter. 
 
In this month in which we are focused on relationship, kindness, and serving others, I will leave you with a final 
word from our Holy Father: “The design that God has for each one of us is always a design of love. And the 
greatest joy for every believer is to respond to that call, offering one’s entire being to the service of God and the 
brothers and sisters.” (Twitter, 01-17-21)   
 
Have a grace filled month! 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/14304/virtual-parent-evening-supporting-your-child-youth-s-mental-health
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

