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February always brings an abundance of opportunities for us to express our love and appreciation for each 
other.   
 
Monday, February 14th is Valentine’s Day.  On this day, we celebrate each person’s giftedness. It allows 
each of us the opportunity to deepen their connection with others and tell others how glad we are that 
they’re in our lives. 
 
On Thursday, February 17th, we celebrate Random Acts of Kindness. Random Acts of Kindness Day was 
initiated in 1995 in Denver, Colorado by a nonprofit organization called The Random Acts of Kindness 
Foundation. 27 years later the observance of the event has become more and more widespread.  The idea 
behind Random Act of Kindness Day is to cultivate feelings of kindness and brighten up someone’s day. 
Every small act of kindness is significant. It may seem like it doesn’t accomplish much but, just like the 
domino effect, one act of kindness can lead to more positive outcomes.  
 

Mark your calendars: 
 

Family Day holiday is on February 21st and there will be no school on this day.  
 
Teachers Convention is on March 3rd and 4th. There is no school on these days.   
 
The St. John XXIII Virtual Open House will be held on Wednesday, March 9th.      
Kindergarten presentations will be at 6:30 p.m. and Grade 1-9 at 7:15 p.m.  This event is primarily for 
kindergarten registration and grade 7 students however, any student who is a resident student from 
within our catchment can also register at our school. 
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Lord, 
Give me a kind heart that will endure. 

One that’s strong and secure to help someone along the way. 
Let me lend a helping hand 

to someone whose life has not gone as planned, 
reaching out to one in need. 

Hel me to provide a guiding light for someone lost in the dark of night. 
Let me take time to care for someone experiencing despair. 

Whatever I do, everywhere I go, your will, Dear Lord, let me know. 
Amen 

 



2022-2023 Kindergarten Registration & Open House 

 
Kindergarten registration forms for the 2022-2023 school year are now available.  All registration forms can 
be found on the school website. The school has also prepared a Registration Handbook with general 
information about the school as well as a Parent Handbook that will answer many questions you may have.  
 
If your child is new to ECSD please go online and fill out the registration form.  
If your child attends one of the 100V programs and you would like to register them, please call the school 
office.    
 
Please note, we offer a HALF DAY Kindergarten Program at St. John XXIII.  If you have any other questions, 
please call the office at 780-469-2451. 
Your child must be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2022, to register.  
Due to our limited space, we will only be accepting Catholic, in Catchment area students for kindergarten 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Please join us for our Virtual Open House on Wednesday, March 9th at 6:30 pm.  

Joan Carr Elementary/Junior High will also be opening in September 2022. If you live in the Joan Carr 
catchment area you will need to register at that school.  

Everything you need to know about registration, including the school’s catchment area, can be found on 
our school website at: https://www.ecsd.net/1969 

 

Grade 9 High School Registration 

 
This is an exciting time for our Grade 9 students as they embark on the journey of finding the high school 
that fits their learning needs. Both our grade 9 English and French immersion classes are scheduled for 
presentations from principals from our Edmonton Catholic High Schools promoting their programs and 
schools. These presentations are taking place from the middle of January through March, from Archbishop 
MacDonald, JH Picard, St. Joseph, and Mother Margaret Mary High Schools. These presentations are 
scheduled during regular school classes, and they are tailored specifically to our St. John XIII students and 
address specific questions and programs that would be of interest to them. Grade 9 students who are 
currently learning online also have separate meeting sessions that they are invited to attend from each of 
these three high schools.  

Near the end of February, our feeder high schools, J.H. Picard (for French Immersion) and Mother Margaret 
Mary (for English) are holding their open houses, inviting all parents and students to attend virtually through 
their Teams Live presentation. Parents are highly encouraged to attend these open houses as they will 
address all aspects of high school programming as well as the specific registration process for each school. 
We have included the information for our two-feeder high school’s open house dates for your convenience. 
Please visit the high school websites prior to the event date to find the appropriate meeting link.  

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/1969


Each of our grade 9 students are currently “tagged” to attend the feeder high schools based on their house 
address. All or our grade 9 students are tagged to either Mother Margaret Mary (English students) or JH 
Picard (French Immersion students). Last year, we have developed an “intention icon” on the parent 
portal where every currently registered student (pre-k to 12) or parent of the student will need to declare 
which school they intend to register for next year. The intention Icon will be activated for February 27, 
2022, and should take less than a minute to complete.  

The intention screen will: 

1. Identify the current school the student is in. 

2. Identify their designated feeder school for next year.  

3. Ask the user if they intend on going to their designated school (Yes or No) 

4. If the user selects NO, then it will ask them to identify which school they plan on going to from a 
drop-down menu. 

5. Submit 

Please note that your child’s intention to attend a certain high school, other than their feeder school, does not 
guarantee their admission into the school. Each individual high school may have different specific 
requirements for admission such as a certain academic average or portfolio for admission. If you are applying 
to attend an Edmonton Catholic High School, the feeding and receiving school will finalize your course 
selections for grade 10. If you are attending a Public High School, you will need to follow up with the specific 
Public School to finalize with the course selections. 

We have also provided the information for Archbishop MacDonald open house as they are also a strong option 
for our French Immersion students as most of their core course are offered in French.  

We have listed the feeder school Open House dates and we encourage our families to please visit as many as 
possible. If you have questions about High School Registration, please contact Mrs. Dron. 

 

Mother Margaret Mary High School 
2010 Leger Road 
780-988-2279 
Virtual Open House Date: AP February 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
                        March 1, at 7:00 p.m. 
https://www.ecsd.net/1430  
 
J.H. Picard High School 
7055 – 99 street 
780-433-4251 
Virtual Open House Date: February 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
(French Immersion)   
https://www.ecsd.net/8410 
 

Archbishop MacDonald High school  
14219 109 Avenue 
780-451-1470 
Virtual Open House Date: February 23 at 7:00 p.m. 
Preregistration Begins February 1, 2022 
(General/French Immersion/IB) 
https://www.ecsd.net/8403  
 
St. Joseph High School 
10830-109 Street 
780-426-2010 
Virtual Open House Date: February 24 at 6:00 p.m. 
(GCL and TCL) 
https://www.ecsd.net/8407 

 
If you have questions about High School Registration, please contact Mrs. Dron at the school 780-469-2451. 
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Foods Class 

 
In Grade 9 Foods class, the students worked on their cake/cupcake wars project. Students worked in groups to 
come up with a theme for a cake/cupcake cake. They had to decide on the flavor of cake, whether it would include 
a filling, theme to the cake that they would decorate with buttercream and an extra to make everything come 
together.  Our Grade 9's did an amazing job creating and executing their plans this year. We had several unique 
cakes that turned out excellently! Way to go Grade 9's! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John XXIII Physical Education 

 
 
In February, the students of St. John 
XXIII will have the opportunity to learn 
about various Paralympic sports. 
The Paralympic sport of basketball is 
the current focus of a Physical 
Education unit in grades 5-9. The 
students truly enjoy this unique 
experience as they grow a sense of 
appreciation for their healthy able 
bodies.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

St. John XXIII Athletics 

Basketball 
Basketball season is now underway. Thank you to all the athletes who tried out and congratulations to all who 
made the teams. The school will have two junior and senior teams (boys and girls). The senior teams started their 
season participating in the Mother Margret Mary Tournament on January 13th-15th. Both teams went undefeated 
in the tournament and won the gold medal. Congratulation to the Senior team members team and good luck during 
the season. The regular season has just started for both teams. 
The Junior teams start regular season play the first week in February. All home games are live streamed on the St. 
John XXIII website under the athletics tab. You can follow all the actions, schedule and standing on the school’s 
athletic web site. https://www.ecsd.net/1969 

 

 

 

Junior Boys:  

Pablo S., Jeremiah S., Luca V., Bailey S., Jack 
M., Noah M., Matthew V., Esteban R., 
Antonio A., Christopher H., Finn L., Hanna H., 
Temitayo O., Jeremy A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Girls:  

Amy K., Mapalo K., Maya N., Joy H., Sofia R., 
Lauren C., Cassandra H., Savannah F., Aleah 
P., Madison A., Juliette R., Valerie A., Jurinda 
Y. 
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Senior Girls:  

Keira G., Bridget S., Josy E., Anissa O., Claire 
W., LJ G., Amber O., Lola M., Clara S., Sofia L., 
Blakely F., Thia D., Addison H. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Boys:  

Patrice N., Robert V., Ephrem A., Ethan R., 
Joshua Y., Isaiah S., Austin T.,.Xander P., 
Mataan O., Jide U., Skyli B., Barry O., James 
F. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



One Voice 

"During the past month, we've discussed the meaning of "failure" in One Voice. Failure is not a reflection of 
character, but rather a way of learning. We cannot grow as people without failure. Failure can be in the form of a 
sin, not being successful at trying something, or making mistakes. These experiences can sometimes bring us guilt 
(regretting a behavior) or shame (regretting our character), and when we choose to feel guilt instead of shame, we 
are able to learn from them.  God stands with us during our struggles, so we can pray to him for guidance and 
forgiveness to help us rise from our failures." 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K-4 Music 

Elementary Music: 
"In music, grade one's have just learned the new rhythm "quarter rest". They continue to experience the quarter 
rest in many songs that they sing and play along to in class. They've even gotten to practice incorporating it into 
the rhythm patterns that they know, using their voices, hands, and instruments. They are also preparing a new 
melodic solfa note of "la" to add with "so" and "mi" (low "so" to add to "do" and "re" for French immersion). Grade 
twos began learning about the staff in music. They can identify the lines and spaces, as well as how to count and 
down by steps and by leaps. Using their solfa knowledge, 
they can identify where do, mi, so and la are placed on the 
staff (sol, do, re and soon mi for French Immersion).    
 
Grade threes have been learning about the 4 families of the 
Orchestra. They've had opportunities to explore a wide 
range of different percussion instruments and hear and see 
instruments from the string and woodwind family. Soon, 
they will also experience the brass family! Our grade fours 
have begun their "Fantastic Elastics" program on recorder. 
By demonstrating their ability to play different songs that 
progress in difficulty, they are also showcasing their 
understanding of rhythmic concepts and mastery of the 
notes on the treble clef staff. " 
 

 
 



Grade 5-9 Music 

Grade 5 Music  

Last week, grade 5 students started their ukulele unit.  The students at St. John XXIII are fortunate enough to have 
one ukulele per student, which means they are allowed to take them home!  When your young musician brings 
home their ukulele, please look for the information sheet in the front pouch.  There is a portion that of the sheet 
that needs to be signed and returned to Mrs. Scott the following music class.  Thank you for always supporting 
music!  

Grades 6, 7, 8 and 9 Band  
I am so excited to see all the wonderful progress these students have made on their instrument! Many students 
have been coming in for extra help, changing their instrument, or even working in small ensembles (within their 
cohorts). Thank you for putting up with all the squeaks and squawks that come with being a beginner 
instrumentalist.  Their hard work is paying off and now we’re into the fun stuff!  

Tour Band!  

Grade 8 Tour Band meets Mondays after school and grade 9 Tour Band meets at 7:15am Tuesday morning. Thank 
you to everyone who has been attending and thank you parents for getting your young musician to/from rehearsal! 
We have had a lot of fun!  

CONGRATULATIONS to Alden and Lila who have successfully applied to the Alberta Junior High Honour Band.  The 
Junior Honor Bands provide an advanced performance experience for those students who demonstrate excellence 
in leadership, musicality and engagement in their home band programs. Leading music educators in the province 
guide the students through three days of fun and intensive rehearsals.  The experience culminates in a concert 
performance in Red Deer that the students have prepared in rehearsal.  

WANT TO JOIN BAND?  

If you are already looking at next year and would like to join band for the first time, or come back to band, YOU 
CAN! Please be sure to select Music/Band on your option sheet. We would love to see you in class!! 

 

SAC News 

The next SAC meeting will be on February 16 at 7:00 p.m. It will be Teams meeting. The link to the meeting will be 
send our a few days before the meeting.  

 

 

                                             Student Teachers 

We will be welcoming several student teachers to our school coming from numerous educational programs. Our 
student teachers attend the University of Alberta and Campus Saint Jean. They will be working in a variety of our 
elementary and Junior High classroom. We welcome them to our school beginning in February and they will be 
with us until the end of April. We look forward to collaborating and working together with our future teachers. 

 
 



Message from St. Thomas More Parish 

 
 


