
The Journey of Christmas 
 

So, they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the    
 manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this  

  child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  (Luke 2:16-19) 

 
Administrators Message 

 

 

 

Our division theme this year is “God Calls Us Each by Name.” -Isaiah 43:1. At St. John XXIII we have asked our 
students the question: God Calls Us to Be… As a school, we have taking this time of year, while difficult as it has 
been, to ask ourselves what we can do to help each other and our community. Through social justice projects, 
helping each other in school, to making sure everyone is making it through this global pandemic by supporting 
each other, the St. John XXIII community has been there for each other. Thank you to the student, staff and 
parental community for sticking together in this hard time and for supporting each other when needed.  

 

 



 

December reminds us of the real meaning of Christmas, the coming of our Lord Savior, Jesus Christ. As we await 
Christmas, we share with you the Christmas Prayer that was written by Pope St. John XXIII when he was the Pope. 

Christmas Prayer of St. John XXIII  

O sweet Child of Bethlehem grant that we may share with all our hears in this profound mystery of Christmas. 
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they seek so desperately and which they 
sometimes seek so desperately and which you alone can give to them. Help them to know one another better, 
and to live as brother and sisters, children of the same Father. Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and 
purity. Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. Join them all together in your love. 
And give us your heavenly peace, amen. (Pope St. John XXIII) 

St. John XXIII staff wish you all a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year. God Bless! 
 
Michael Kovacs   Kathleen Korner           Mark Huculak 
Principal    Assistant Principal           Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advent Celebrations   

Advent is a beautiful season of anticipation, of waiting, of 
preparing for Jesus to come into our hearts. Christ came to 
bring love and peace. He is our Light, showing us how to really 
love one another, how-to live-in peace, and be happy.  During 
this time of year, we will think about how we can be prepared 
for Jesus’ coming. Throughout the month of December every 
Monday morning each class participated in our Advent 
Celebrations.  Students and staff attended a school wide 
Advent Celebration on December 18th. This was a wonderful 
way to begin our Christmas holidays as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ on December 25th.  You can see and listen to 
the Celebration here: 

http://bit.ly/advent4thweek 
 

Elves of  St. John XXIII Social Justice Project  

 

In December, the Junior High students participated in the 
“Elves of St. John XXIII” social justice project. Our 
students planned and prepared the contents of their gifts 
for children less fortunate. Students spent the month of 
December preparing a gift box that was taken to St. 
Gerald School. Our Junior High students via lessons on-
line, learnt about the needs of others in the city and then 
planned and assembled a gift box gift. Each gift box was a 
handmade card, a book to read and an assortment of 
small gifts. Mr. Kovacs presented the gifts to St. Gerald 
school after they had sat at the school for 3 days of 
“quarantine.” Mrs. Patel Guenther the Principal of St. 
Gerald told us the faces on the students when we 
presented our gifts was priceless!  Thank you to our 
Junior high students for their time and commitment to 
this project. St. Gerald School showed their appreciate to 
the students of St. John XXIII by making a PowerPoint of 
the gifts being received. 

 The Power point is attached to this newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fadvent4thweek&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7Cb6eef91c8b1c42f0922e08d8a2d98ba2%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637438402527011259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GwHR%2Bmu86dug2vPE2Cya2n7gkSK2wJxKtue9t6Ami00%3D&reserved=0


 

                      Christmas Cards for Senior Homes   
As we celebrate the season of Advent with our students, 
our staff was in search of whom to reach out to this holiday 
season. Our staff communally agreed that seniors have 
been hit particularly hard this year throughout the 
pandemic. Our kindergarten to grade six students have 
been writing cards to multiple long term care centers 
around the Edmonton area. Together our students wrote 
just under 1000 letters that will be distributed between 
December 14th-December 18th. The students had many 
great ideas and put much effort into these letters after 
realizing many of these seniors will be spending Christmas 
away from their families. Our staff took extreme 
precautions while preparing the letters for delivery 
including a 7-day quarantine. On delivery day, we were 
sure to wear full P.P.E.   

Together we were able to send a letter to 983 seniors in 
our city wishing them a safe and healthy Christmas. 
Centers that received the letters are as follows, Lewis 
Estates Retirement Residence, Chartwell Westcott 
Retirement Residence, Laurel Heights Retirement 
Residence, Lauier House Nursing Home, Rutherford 
Retirement Residence, South Terrace Continuing Care 
Home, MacTaggart Place Retirement Residence and 

Devonshire Care Center. Mr. Kovacs had the pleasure of dropping off the cards at the Senior Home his mother 
lives in. Home Manager Mr. Brent Huculak is pictured accepting the Christmas cards from Mr. Kovacs. 
Below are some examples of the letters our students produced.  
 

 
 

 

 



                      Food Bank Collection for St. Teresa of  Calcutta   
 

 
 

As a meaningful educational experience for our students, for our Advent Social Justice Activity, we are asked our 
St. John XXIII families of Elementary students to donate a non-perishable food item(s) to support the St. Teresa of 
Calcutta School’s breakfast, lunch, and food bank program.  
 
St. Teresa of Calcutta Elementary School is in the heart of the inner-city Edmonton. The school is named after 
Mother Teresa who devoted her life to serving the most vulnerable and poorest of the world. Their school has 
been working towards providing their students with healthy food and providing access to a food bank for their 
families. 
 
The families of St. John XXIII really came through once again this year. The school collected 1000’s of items and it 
took three large truck loads to deliver the food to the school on December 11. The generosity of our families is 
truly appreciated. Please see the letter that was sent to the school from Tisa Haesch the Principal of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta School expressing her heartfelt thanks.  
 
This was a wonderful opportunity for our children to help other children and families within our school district. 
Thank you for your generous donation towards the St. Teresa of Calcutta School food program! 

 

Staff of St. John XXIII are seen loading and unloading the truck loads of food delivered to St. Teresa of Calcutta! 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Mr. George Retires  
 

 
 
 
Congratulations go out to our own Mr. George Kayalath who 
will be retiring at Christmas. Mr. George has spent the last 20 
years as a custodian in Edmonton Catholic Schools. When St. 
John XXIII opened five years ago, Mr. George, like many of the 
staff that were hired, was looking for a new challenge in their 
careers and took the bold step to help set up a brand-new 
school. Ordering new equipment and setting up the school 
was a source of pride for Mr. George and his efforts were 
instrumental in the successful opening of the school.  
The students and staff produced a video tribute that was 
presented to Mr. George for his retirement so he can 
remember the many faces and smiles from St. John XXII for 
many years to come.  
Congratulations on a successful career and we wish you many 
years of peaceful retirement! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

eReport Cards and Demonstration of  Learning 

Demonstration of learning was held the week of November 23-27. Our students and teachers enjoyed showing 
you the many successes of your children.  We want to extend a thank you to all parents for returning the 
reflection and goal setting forms to their teachers. This information helps our teachers plan for the student’s 
success in the next term.  eReport Cards for all students in Grade 1-9 will be available on January 31. Our next 
Demonstration of Learning will be the week of March 1-5.   

 

                              Technology Use- Buy a Chromebook!  
 
Obviously, with on-line learning a reality, students need a device they can count on to keep connected to their 
school, both in school and at home.  
St. John XXIII has 160 iPads, 36 tower PC’s and 210 Chromebooks that students use daily to assist them in their 
learning. During the pandemic, students have been bringing their own device to school each day and by 
augmenting them with the school supplies we have virtually developed a one-to-one device environment. 
Chromebooks have become the tool of choice for educators and students due to their ease of use and 
compatibility with the Google Classroom platform the school and district now uses.  Chromebooks can now be 
purchased for as little as $ 169 at major electronic stores. If you are looking for a valuable educational tool that 
your child can use both in and out of school. If your child does not have a device in grade 3-9, we strongly 
recommend the purchase of a Chromebook as a smart investment for your child.  

 



2021-2022 Kindergarten Registration 
 
Kindergarten registration information for the 2021-2022 school year will be ready 
starting on January 11th, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.  Please note, we offer a HALF DAY 
Kindergarten. Your child must be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2021 to 
register in the program at St. John XXIII. All registrations must be done following ECSD 
guidelines and be done ON-LINE. A link will be on the school web site on January 8 that 
will allow you to complete the ECSD registration form. You will need to upload your child’s 
birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and proof of residence in order to complete 
registration.  Starting February 1, 2021, the school will start to process the requests.  
 
We will also be holding a Virtual Open House on February 10th (starting at 6:30 p.m. for kinder and 7:00 p.m. for 
grade 1-9). Of course, due to our limited space, we will only be accepting Catholic, in Catchment area students for 
the 2021-2022 school year.  
 

Canadian Test of  Basic Skills (CTBS) – Grade 6 
 
All students in grade six will be writing the Canadian Test of Basic Skills from January 11th – 22nd, 2021.  These 
standardized tests are written by all grade six students in Edmonton Catholic Schools and provide measurement 
of growth in vocabulary, reading, writing and mathematics.  These assessments help determine the achievement 
level of each student to adapt programming, materials, and instructional procedures. 
While students cannot study for these tests, ensuring a good night’s sleep, a healthy breakfast and being on time 
for school will assist children in doing their best. 
 

On-Line Learning and In-person Learning in a Pandemic  
 
Here is some example of students still producing work even when they are on-line.  
 
Junio High Science  
 
Congratulations to the 8C and 8D classes for their wonderful work and interpretations of the Animal and Plant 
cells, learnt in grade 8 Science. Students transitioned very well to online learning in the past 3 weeks, taking 
concepts learnt in class to create artful pieces, thus demonstrating the structure and parts of the Animal or Plant 
cell. Phots of the projects got posted for teachers to assess and share with classmates.   
 



  
 
Junior High Art  
Thank you to our Grade 8 and 9 students who submitted beautiful art pieces for our ECSD's Advent Calendar. 
They were featured online during the week of December 14 - 18th (https://ecsdartofadvent.net/) and they 
focused on the theme of "JOY".  
 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecsdartofadvent.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7C5fb99844141248df974308d8a2c7ff09%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637438327301523001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GsnsJKQQmA%2BzMBKh236LkAc%2Fsrs4qmJ0PGynV%2FzhOT8%3D&reserved=0


  

  

 

 

 



CTF-CO2 Race Cars 

Students built their CO2 race cars 
in construction classes before 
Junior High students were sent 
home for classes. However, that 
did not that did not stop the 
teachers from testing them out to 
see who built the fastest car. 
Teachers then relayed the data to 
students on-line who calculated 
the speed of their cars. Elementary 
students were invited to observe 
the testing of the cars in the 
hallways. The top cars reached a 
speed of 17.6 m/second. The 
students loved to cheer on their 
favorite cars during the races!  

 

Music News  

Grade 5-9 Music 

A Message from Mrs. Scott  
It has been a very busy time for grade 5-9 Music.  On November 30, 
our Junior High students moved online, and, on December 7, we said 
good-bye to our student teacher Ms. Darby, and that same week, all 
grades shifted to new instruments. Some of our grade 6 students 
have enjoyed using the Orff instruments, while others have been 
making use of the Boomwhackers. We have worked on melodic lines, 
ostinato, accompaniment rhythms and chords. Students in both 
grades 5 and 6 have been following Orff music scores, individually 
printed sheet music, and have also been composing their rhythms 
and melodies throughout the term.  



5-9 Music January 4-8 
 As we discussed in last month’s newsletter, students in grades 5, 6, 7, 8 
and 9 Band/Music have access to a number of online music platforms.  
During the first week of January, grade 5 students have been assigned 
Chapter 1- The Staff - from Breezin’ Thru Theory. They are aware that 
both the Treble and Bass Clef Lessons and Drills are due by January 11. 
Grade 5 students can work on Breezin’ Thru Theory during their 
regularly scheduled music block time. I will be available for questions 
via e-mail or through TEAMS, but there will be no formal meeting for 
grade 5 Music students. Check out the music videos of students playing 
Christmas Carols on the following sites: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoQpdSeFMHE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzwLpXcuq94 
 
 
 

Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 Band  
Over the past couple of months, grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 Band students have been playing their 

instrument using the SmartMusic online program. Although this has been beneficial, 
I have not been able to see them play in 
person, which has slowed individual progress.  
Given this week of online learning in January, 

we are in the unique position to meet during 
school hours, using their band instruments, 
over individual TEAMS meetings. We 
discussed this great opportunity the last 

couple of band classes, and students agreed that individual meetings would 
be of great value.  With that, we planned! I did the math, and with over 100 
band students, the longest I could make the meetings would be 10 minutes 
each. This would make for a very tight, and very full schedule, but it would 
be so much fun! After speaking with our amazing, and very flexible homeroom teachers, I posted a sign-up sheet 
on Google classroom. Junior High students started a couple of weeks ago, so this week, each grade 6 student 
chose their meet time, listed their focus area for the meeting, and I have already entered each individual meeting 
and linked the student in both of our TEAMS calendar. If you go to your child’s TEAMS calendar, you should see 1 
meeting listed through the week of January 4-8.   
 
What happens when my student is not in a 10-minute individual meeting 
with you? 
 
During the music block, when students are not in their individual meeting 
with me, they have been assigned two things. The first is to work on their 
assigned chapter from Breezin’ Thru Theory. The second is their 
SmartMusic assignment.  Both the Breezin’ Thru Theory and SmartMusic assignments are due January 8 by 3pm. 

If students have any question about these, they are free to email me at 
Julie.scott@ecsd.net or through TEAMS chat.  If questions are sent my way during the 
first week of January, please be patient if my my response(s) take a little longer than 
usual. With over 100 individual meetings, there is not a lot of time between to answer 
messages.   I promise, I will do my best to answer you as soon as I can. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DSoQpdSeFMHE&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7Ca673f62eeeb942d0ea7708d8a2db79d9%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637438410818121121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mi3aL1YbQISoW1wMS4h67UtRuFOZf9LrKmRC%2BBDjh5A%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DDzwLpXcuq94&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7Ca673f62eeeb942d0ea7708d8a2db79d9%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637438410818126112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=75CeKtBxyFzlMtrOZwPkveI9aWCWOZS9JC0Yj%2F9UbGo%3D&reserved=0


I cannot wait to see everyone with their instrument!!!! It is going to be so much fun!!!!!! 
 
Music K-Grade 5 
Elementary Music with Ms. Davies 

One Voice has a new superhero family: The Avengers! We 
learned about Captain America, Ant Man, Iron Man, and his 
partner James Rhodes (War machine). Each of these 
superheroes have their own way of being good neighbors 
and persevering through difficult times. We will continue to 
discuss different Avengers throughout the month of January 
when we return. Stay tuned for some One Voice activities 
during the period of online learning in the new year! 

In elementary music, Miss Davies has taken advantage of the 
mild weather we have had in December. Grade 3 and 4 
students went outside to sing Christmas carols while being 
socially distant! 

The grade 1 and 2 students are finishing up and bringing home their Nutcracker booklets on which they worked 
very hard (If you missed the chance to bring it home, it will still be here for you in January). 

Have a safe and merry Christmas! See you in January! 

 
 

  The 12 Days of  Christmas 
 
St. John XXIII participated in the 12 days of Christmas. Each day for the last 12 
days, students and staff were faced with Christmas trivia questions, guess that 
Christmas song, how many candy canes in the jar, solving challenging pictograms 
and classroom participation. We had theme days like wear your favorite 
Christmas hat and ugly sweater day to round out the activities. 
It was fun seeing all the staff & students (including junior high online) get into the 
Christmas spirit while still using their literacy and numeracy skills. 
 The winning class (with the most participation and correct answers) enjoyed a 
holiday treat and hot chocolate to celebrate all their hard work and Christmas 
Spirit.  



 
 

SAC News  
 
Hello parents of St John XXIII, 
 
We would like to thank everyone for all your help and support over the past year.   The success of our School 
Council is dependent on the involvement of all our parents, and we are thankful for your participation. Your 
support of our fundraisers and donations over the past year has allowed the school  
We hope to see some new faces in the New Year!! We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 

School Advisory Council News   

 
The St. John XXIII School Advisory held its first meetings on September 29th and November 17th on ZOOM. Other 
tentatively schedule meetings are set for January 21, March 10, and May 12. These dates are subject to change 
so check the newsletter each month. This year 3 of our 4 executives are officially required step down from their 
positions. So, we are looking for new executive members. The current executive members voted in at the lat 
meeting are: 
 
Chair- Audric Moses audric.moses@ualberta.ca   
Vice-Chair- Azume Degun    
Treasurer- Daynelis Brito   
Secretary- Tabitha Poots  
 
Fundraising Events  

FlipGive 

The COVID-19 pandemic has limited our school’s typical fundraiser events. Our popular movie nights and school 
dances have had to pause - for now.  

The School Advisory Council would like to encourage all our St. John XXIII families to participate in a new 
fundraiser. We have signed up with FlipGive, an app that will earn the school cash for the things you are already 
buying.  

With favorites like Sobeys, Esso™/Mobil™, Indigo, Nike and Under Armour all you have to do is continue to buy 
the things you need. You can earn money for the school for everyday things like groceries, holiday shopping, take 
out, gas etc. 

Join our existing team: Download the FlipGive App or visit www.flipgive.com/join to sign up. You will be asked to 
enter our unique code to join St. John XXIII Elementary/Junior High School which is 7K2SQB 

St. John XXIII Bottle Drive Fundraiser 
 

St. John XXIII families can help raise funds for our school by dropping off your empty containers at the Green 
Bottle Depot right here in Windermere. Just let the staff know the empties should go to “St. John XXIII”. You will 
receive a receipt for your donation – you do not have to keep the receipt. Please share with your friends, family 
and your neighbours and help our school raise some money!   

mailto:audric.moses@ualberta.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipgive.com%2Fjoin&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7C65bb7a8b064046494ea608d88cbb3067%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637414082889490777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vWkeajTvAqwLkCJiaLHekOxGvU5K6uuxYgesrYFxNBw%3D&reserved=0


 
3523 Allan Dr SW, Edmonton, AB T6W 1A4 

http://greenbottledepot.com/ 

As we come to the end of the year 2020, we would like to extend warm wishes to you and your families, 
neighbors, and friends!  May the blessings of this special time of year spill into 2021. 
St John XXIII School Council 

Message from Fr. Glen District Chaplain  

The Holy Spirit and Timing in a Busy World 

By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB 

Parents and students are busy people. They often ask me,  
“Where is God in my life?”  
With this article I would like to share about the timing of the Holy Spirit and God’s love in overloaded 

schedules.  
I first noticed that timing was an aspect of God’s love when I started celebrating baptisms. It’s a bit 

embarrassing to admit, but when I first became a priest, I wasn’t always keen on celebrating a baptism during 
a Sunday Mass. A baptism makes the Mass more complicated, and when I feel overwhelmed, I like to make 
things as simple as possible. The Holy Spirit, however, had other plans.  

It took me awhile to clue in, but I eventually noticed that every time I celebrated a baptism, no matter 
how complicated it made the Mass, I loved it. I cannot exactly describe why -- I just did. 

The mysteriousness of God’s love was raised to the next level when I would get a request to celebrate 
a baptism outside the regular parish Mass schedule. For example, a family would ask for a baptism on a 
particular Thursday evening in six months' time, because that is when the grandparents would be in town. 
Little did I know that in six months’ time that baptism would occur during the most insane week of the year, 
and an extra baptism would be the last thing I had time to do. And yet, no matter how exhausted I felt, the 
baptism lifted my spirits. Eventually, I recognized that the Holy Spirit cared for me by placing a baptism into a 
week when I felt exhausted or low, as a way of restoring me.  

  I share these experiences with you because people live very busy lives these days. Despite how hard 
we might try to find even five minutes for quiet and prayer, it can prove to be impossible (can I get an “Amen” 
from all the parents with young children?). The Holy Spirits understands that our lives can be crazy-busy, so 
the Holy Spirit inserts into our day experiences of refreshment and renewal. For me, the Holy Spirit uses 
baptisms. What does the Holy Spirit use in your busy schedule? 

 

Message from St. Thomas More Parish  

 
 

For many, Christmas will be celebrated differently this year.  There may not be big dinners at Grandma's 
house or skating parties with friends.  Our personal gatherings must be kept small so that we can stay safe. 

http://greenbottledepot.com/


Maybe this will allow us to concentrate on what is important -- the Birth of Jesus!  We can have the most 
important part of the Christmas celebrations - our prayerful thanks and celebration of the birth of our 
Saviour.  Our parish church, St. Thomas More, will have many Masses on Christmas Eve (4:00pm, 6:00pm, 
8:00pm, 10:00pm and midnight) and Christmas Day (10:00am and 12:00pm).  We can have up to one third 
capacity - there is room for you and your family.  Come and pray with us.  Christmas is most of all a religious 
time of year and that is what we will celebrate very sincerely this year.  We give thanks for the birth of that 
tiny child over 2000 years ago and we pray for the health of those we love and for the whole world.  As the 
Christ carol says, "Oh come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord."  St. Thomas More Parish welcomes you to 
come and pray during this very holy time. 
 
I wish you all a blessed Christmas. 
Father Mitch Fidyka, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


