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December reminds us of the real meaning of Christmas, the coming of our Lord Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Christmas is a glorious time, simple in origin and deep in meaning.  As we approach the fourth week of 
Advent and final week before Christmas, our Gospel reading prepares us to witness Christ's birth by 
showing us how Jesus was recognized as Israel's long-awaited Messiah even before his birth.  
 
December is always a very busy time of year as we wait for the coming of Christmas. Each Monday the 
students participated in weekly Advent celebrations. December has also been filled with many exciting 
and fun activities for our students which included Christmas hat day as well as red and green day to 
name a few.  Additionally, our students have enjoyed preparing for Christmas by sharing the joy of 
giving through a variety of social justice projects. 
 

As we await Christmas, we share with you the Christmas Prayer that was written by Pope St. John XXIII: 

O sweet Child of Bethlehem grant that we may share with all our hears in this profound mystery of 
Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they seek so desperately and 
which they sometimes seek so desperately and which you alone can give to them. Help them to know one 
another better, and to live as brother and sisters, children of the 
same Father. Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and 
purity. Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your 
infinite goodness. Join them all together in your love. And give 
us your heavenly peace, amen.  

May the Christmas message of hope permeate you heart and 
home. 

St. John XXIII staff wish you all a blessed Christmas and Happy 
New Year. God Bless! 

Michael Kovacs                Julia-Ann Dron       Rachell Irvine       Nicole Stang  
  Principal  Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal        Assistant Principal 
 



January 2022: Return to School 
 
Please know that students return to class on Tuesday, January 4th. 
ECSD will observe New Years Day on Monday, January 3rd as such, there is no school. 
 

Early Morning Drop Off 
 
A reminder that students cannot be dropped off prior to 8:00 am as the office and adequate supervision is not 
available until that time. 
 

Inclement Weather – Division Administrative Procedure 
The health and safety of students is a paramount consideration in the organization of outdoor activities 
and recess.  
 
1. Decisions regarding outdoor activities are to take into consideration inclement weather that may 
result from the following conditions or combination of conditions:  

1.1 Continuous rain,  
1.2 Extreme wind,  
1.3 Extreme cold and/or  
1.4 Air Quality  
 

2. The suggested guideline is that students do not go outside if the temperature is -20° C or colder, or if 
the temperature and wind chill factor are -20° C or colder.  

• Environment Canada’s weather for Edmonton 
can be consulted at 
https://weather.gc.ca/city/pages/ab-
50_metric_e.html.  
You may also choose to phone Environment 
Canada at (780) 468-4940 (English) or (780) 
495-2145 (French).  
• During inclement weather (e.g. temperatures 
below -20oC with windchill) students will be 
permitted in the school at 8:00 am. Indoor 
supervisors will be assigned to supervise areas 
inside the school. Outside supervision will still 
occur.  
• Recess will occur indoors during inclement 
weather. Students will remain in their 
homeroom classes and schedules may be 
prepared for classes to access the gym during 
indoor recess breaks.  
• Late arrivals: all students are asked to enter 
the main doors.  
• Students are to re-enter the school at the end 
of the day if they miss their bus, a sibling 
forgets to meet the student, etc.  
 
 
 
 

https://weather.gc.ca/city/pages/ab-50_metric_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/city/pages/ab-50_metric_e.html


Office Reminders 

We ask that students arrived prepared for the school day. While there are emergencies and/or 
extraordinary circumstance that come up during the year where you need to contact your child, these 
should not be a regular or daily occurrence.  
 
There is no dropping off items such as computers, backpacks, or lunches during the day. 
Please note that should your child forget their lunch; the office will provide them with something to eat. 
 

Advent Celebrations   

Advent is a beautiful season of anticipation, of waiting and of preparing for 
Jesus to come into our hearts. Christ came to bring love and peace. He is our 
Light, showing us how to really love one another, how-to live-in peace, and 
be happy.  During this time of year, we will think about how we can be 
prepared for Jesus’ coming. Throughout the month of December every 
Monday morning each class participated in our Advent Celebrations.  
Students and staff attended a school wide virtual Advent Celebration on 
December 16th. This was a wonderful way to begin our Christmas holidays as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on December 25th.   

Elves of St. John XXIII Social Justice Project  

In December, our Junior High students participated 
in the “Elves of St. John XXIII” social justice project. 
Our students planned and prepared the contents 
of their gifts for children less fortunate. Students 
spent the month of December preparing a gift box 
that was taken to St. Gerald School. Our Junior 
High students learned about the needs of others in 
the city and then planned and assembled a gift box 
gift. Each gift box included a handmade card, a 
book to read and an assortment of small gifts. Mr. 
Kovacs along with a special visit from ‘Santa Claus” 
presented the gifts to the students.   

Mrs. Patel Guenther the Principal of St. Gerald 
told us the faces on the students when we 
presented our gifts was priceless!  Thank you to 
our Junior high students for their time and 
commitment to this project.   

Student comments: 

 “I would like you to tell the school that did this for 
us, that we are so happy, and we thank them so 
very much” 

“Best Day Ever”  

 



Christmas Cards for Senior Homes 

As we celebrate the season of Advent with our kindergarten to grade six students 
once again this year been made cards for multiple long term care centers around 
the Edmonton. All together our students wrote just under 1000 letters that were 
distributed between December 13th-December 17th. 
The students were not only creative, but they were 
also inspired to put much effort into these cards 
after realizing many of these seniors have been 
forced to spend a lot of time alone and away from 
their families.  

 
 

Food Bank Collection for St. Justin 
 

Every year Edmonton Catholic Schools are involved in Social 
Justice Actions by students and staff that make meaningful 
connections to their community. As a meaningful 
educational experience for students at St john XXIII, our 
Advent Social Justice Activity asked St. John XXIII families of 
Elementary students to donate a non-perishable snack 
item(s) to support the St. Justin Snack Program. 
 
 
St. Justin’s school is named after one of the first 
theologians of Christianity and is in Edmonton’s west end.  
Their school has been working towards providing their 
students with healthy food and offering access to a snack 
program for their students.  The school’s community which 
is comprised of many families that are new to Canada and 
often these families don’t always know where to access 
resources and services within the community. The school 
has become the centre for assisting many of these new 
families.  
 
 
The families of St. John XXIII really came through once again this year. The school collected 1000’s of items 
and it took three large truck loads to deliver the food to the school on December 13th. The generosity of our 
families is truly appreciated. This was a wonderful opportunity for our children to help other children and 
families within our school district.  
 
Thank you for your generous donation towards the St. Gerard Snack Program! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



12 Days of Christmas at St John XXIII 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The 12 days of Christmas began on December 1st and concluded 
on December 16th.  Each homeroom class was invited to 
participate in a variety of activities that included theme days 
such as Christmas Hat Day, Christmas Trivia as well as Christmas 
carol knowledge.  Each participating homeroom accumulated 
points over the twelve days to see just which class had “biggest 
Christmas spirit”.   
It was magical to see all the students joy and excitement in red 
and green, wearing a Christmas hat as well as use their literacy 
and numeracy skill for challenges where they had to estimate 
just how many candy canes were in the jar.   
It was a tight battle.  Congratulations to 2C, 4D and 9B for 
accumulating the most points. 
 
 

Santa’s Elves 
 
Santa’s elves made a quick to at St John XXIII on December 17th to which the students Merry Christmas 
and share a small treat with each of the students.  The hallways were filled with music and while the 
students were cozy in their pajamas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Gingerbread Houses Competition 
In teams, staff created elaborate ginger bread structures to celebrate the Christmas season.    
Afterwards, each homeroom class voted to selecet which gingerbread stucture was their favourite; Team Red 
Rover took home first place. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music News  
 
Band!  
Band students are doing a great job! We have learnt our basic notes, have played our Christmas songs and will 
be moving on to new repertoire! A gentle reminder to all students to bring their instruments home over the 
Christmas break, if possible. During this time, I will be cleaning off the shelves and reconfiguring the storage 
area to better accommodate our bigger band population. If you are travelling by plane for Christmas vacation, 
please leave your instrument at home during that time.  We do not recommend travelling with your instrument 
as it can get lost or damaged while out of your care.   
 

Grade 5 Music!  
We have some very talented grade 5 musicians here at St. John XXIII!  In the new year, I am looking forward to 
our drumming unit, our guitar unit, ukulele unit, as well as recorder! As you may remember, the recorder unit 
was disrupted last year due to COVID, and many students have expressed interest in learning recorder this 
year.  Learning recorder is extremely important, as it teaches many of the skills needed to learn a band 
instrument.  If your child still has their recorder, please keep it handy as we will be needing it later in the school 
year.  If your child does not have a recorder, not a problem! I will send home some paperwork so you can order 
one.  In January, we will begin our UKULELE UNIT! St. John XXIII has enough ukuleles for each student to use 
during class time, but if your child would like to bring their own, they are more than welcome to do that.  
Merry Christmas everyone!!!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Professor Panic’s Puzzling Party - Breakout Box 
 
Check out this Breakout Box from Breakout EDU.  A great way to encourage students to combine their 
knowledge, problem-solving skills and ability to work collaboratively to unlock a series of puzzles.   
To get started visit the website or scan the QR code on the poster below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022-2023 Kindergarten Registration 
 
Kindergarten registration information for the 2022-2023 school year will be ready starting on January 10th, 
2022, at 9:00 a.m.   
All registrations must be done following ECSD guidelines and be done ONLINE. A link will be on the school web 
site on January 10th that will allow you to complete the ECSD registration form. You will need to upload your 
child’s birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and proof of residence to complete the registration.  Starting 
February 1, 2022, the school will start to process the requests. Due to our limited space, we will only be accepting 
Catholic, in Catchment area students for the 2022-2023 school year.  
 
Please note, we offer a HALF DAY Kindergarten. 
Your child must be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2022, to register in the program at St. John XXIII. 
 
We will also be holding a Virtual Open House on February 9th (starting at 6:30 p.m. for kindergarten and 7:00 
p.m. for grade 1-9).  
 

 



SAC News  
 
Casino - February 27 and 28  
The next meeting will be held in February. The big news for this year is the school has finally gotten a date 
for the next Casino. St. John XXII has been granted the casino at Pure Casino Yellowhead on February 26 
and 27.  
A message will be sent out to all parent/guardians asking for them to sign up for a time slot to help run 
this event. A casino usually brings in over $ 70 000 in funding that the school uses to provide enhanced 
programming and supports to the students in the school.  

 
School Advisory Council News   

The St. John XXIII School Advisory held its first meetings on October 4th and November 24th.   
The next meeting will be held in February. 
 
2021-2022 Executive  

Chair- Daynelis Brito - daynelis_b@hotmail.com  
Vice-Chair - Azumme Degun  
Treasurer – Haley Fotty  
Secretary – Dorothy Agbetiafa 

 
Immunization  

 
The office is preparing for AHS who will be visiting January 31st to complete immunizations for the grade 7 & 8 
students who did NOT complete their immunizations in grade 6 due to COVID and school closures. Consent forms 
will be sent home in January.  

 


