
 
                                                             
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March marks the beginning of Lent, 40 days of prayer, fasting and alms giving that begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday.  It’s a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord’s 
Resurrection at Easter.  Lent is often referred to as a journey – one that begins in the desert and ends 
in the garden. Each Sunday of Lent draw us closer to the great high point of the liturgical year – the 
celebration of the Tridium and immersion into the Passion, death, and the Resurrection of Jesus.  

Our Chapel will once again be set up with the Stations of the Cross so that our students can reflect 
and learn about the importance of Easter. We are giving our students this opportunity to focus less 
on giving up and more on giving of themselves.  
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Demonstration of  Learning  

In addition to information and feedback shared on PowerSchool, we once again want to provide you with 
the chance to connect with your child(ren)’s teacher(s) as we feel it is important the school, students, 
and parents work collaboratively to achieve success.  
While we are still not able to have an in-person Demonstration of Learning, at this time, we will be 
offering a virtual option using Microsoft Teams.   
 
Below you will find an outline of how our Demonstration of Learning will unfold at each level. 
 

Kindergarten Students: 
Parent/Guardian Reflection 
On Wednesday, March 2nd, teachers will email kindergarten families a link to a brief 
Parent/Guardian Reflection; the email will also provide details and times specific to kindergarten. 
 
Elementary Students (1-6): 
Parent/Guardian Reflection 
On Wednesday, March 2nd, each homeroom teacher will email a link to a brief Parent/Guardian 
Reflection about your child’s growth and achievements over the term; we ask that this form be 
completed no later than Tuesday, March 8th. 
 
Microsoft Teams Meetings  
On Thursday, March 10th teachers will be available from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. for a 10-minute meeting to set goals for the remainder of the year. 
** Parents can select their preferred time in the email mentioned above. 
Times will be available on a first come, first served basis. 
Please note that these meetings are limited to 10 minutes and aim to focus on goal setting.                 
Please communicate directly with your child’s teacher should you have any additional concerns. 
 

Junior High 
Our Junior high students have ongoing marks that are cumulative in PowerTeacher Pro. 
Additionally, grades are shared as they are generated so both students and parents can track achievement 
at any time.  
In addition to PowerTeacher Pro, students will complete a Demonstration of Learning reflection focusing 
on setting goals for the remainder of the year.  This will also be posted on each teacher’s Google 
Classroom. 

  

The time you invest with your child in this process is very important. Your positive support and guidance help 
your child set goals for the coming term and can inspire the best in your child.  

Please remember that you are welcome and encouraged to call or meet with your child’s teachers throughout 
the year if you have questions, concerns, or things to share.  

Please note that there is NO REPORT CARD at this time. The final report cards for students in grades K-9 will 
be ready on June 29th. 

 

 



2022-2023 Kindergarten Registration 

 
Kindergarten registration forms for the 2022-2023 school year are now 
available. All registration forms can be found on the school website. 
The school has also prepared a Registration Handbook with general 
information about the school as well as a Parent Handbook that will 
answer many questions you may have.  
If your child is new to ECSD please go online and fill out the registration 
form.  
If your child attends one of the 100V programs and you would like to 
register them, please call the school office.  
 
Please note, we offer a HALF DAY Kindergarten Program at St. John 
XXIII. If you have any other questions, please call the office at 780-469-2451.  
Your child must be 5 years of age on or before December 31, 2022, to register.  
Due to our limited space, we will only be accepting Catholic, in Catchment area students for 
kindergarten for the 2022-2023 school year.  
 
 
Joan Carr Elementary/Junior High will also be opening in September 2022. If you live in the Joan Carr 
catchment area you will need to register at that school.  

Everything you need to know about registration, including the school’s catchment area, can be found on our 
school website at: https://www.ecsd.net/1969  

 

 

St. John XXIII Open House 

 
 

The 2022-2023 school will mark St John XXIII school’s 
seventh year. A school that is a faith filled community 
that fosters learners that are: 

-Respectful and compassionate citizens  
-Resilient and innovative thinkers 
-Engaged and independent lifelong learners 

 
Please join us on Wednesday, March 9th at 6:30 pm for 
our Open House.: 
https://www.ecsd.net/1969/page/7084/open-house-
information 
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St. John XXIII Carnaval d’Hiver! 

We will once again be having a Carnaval D'hiver at our school the week 
of March 21st - 25th.  As many of our activities involve the outdoors, we 
would ask that students come dressed for the weather each day that 
week.  We had so much fun last year making ice and snow creations we 
would like to do it again.  If the weather cooperates, your child's teacher 
will let you know when you can bring in a pail, milk jug or other container 
of frozen coloured water.  On Friday, we would love to see everyone 
wearing plaid.   
 
 

 
 

Improv 

 
Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 
Len, a season of fasting and of prayer. Lent reminds 
us of Jesus’ time of temptation and fasting (going 
without food) in the desert, which lasted for 40 
days and nights. By eating less, fasting at certain 
times, or giving up our favorite food, we will have 
more time to focus and think about our faith, read 
the Bible,  
and pray.   
Have a blessed Lenten season! 

 

 

Improv 

The improv season has officially begun at St. John XXIII.  The team 
has been chosen and we have already participated in this year's 
Wildfire Jr. Improv Festival, which was hosted over Zoom. 
Pending Covid-rules, we are looking forward to starting school 
shows at lunch on Fridays. Thank you to all that auditioned; we 
appreciate your efforts! 
  
2021-22 Improv Team: 
Nathalie G., Anissa O., Qa'im P., Alex D., Luceo V., Michael Z., 
Michelle N., Aderinsola A., Nate C., Alex H., Baha H., Mimi L., 
Chloe M., Sarah S., Sofia R., Jackson W. 
 
 

 



Music 

February was packed full of different musical activities for 
grades one to four. Our grade ones are practicing their 
rhythm and solfège reading with instruments and with 
singing, listening and movement games. Our grade twos 
learned an Orff xylophone arrangement with a song for 
Valentine's Day. Our grade threes have been focusing on 
feeling different time signatures (2/4, 3/4 and 4/4) 
through movement, and they've begun to learn how to 

put it in writing. Our 
grade fours continue to 
work hard on their 
recorders as they advance in their "Fantastic elastics" levels. 
 
To celebrate Black History Month, students have taken time in music to learn 
about some well-known Black composers and musicians, such as Aretha 
Franklin and Scott Joplin. Students have had the opportunity to enjoy music 
from them and build upon their own 
musicianship skills in the process.  
 

In Miss Davies' room, each 35-minute class is packed with skill-building 
activities and diverse repertoire. One elementary music lesson is like a slice of 
6-layered cake, where students can build upon a variety of musical 
knowledge and skills to help them work towards being a more well-rounded 
musician. There is never a dull moment during music!  

 
 

 

Pink Shirt Day  

 
 
What is National Pink Shirt Day? 
Pink Shirt Day aims to reduce bullying by 
celebrating diversity in all its forms and supporting 
workplaces, communities, and schools to be safe, 
supportive, welcoming, and inclusive of all people. 
On February 24 the school celebrated “Pink Shirt 
Day.” It was great to see so many staff and 
students wearing pink on this day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Father Catfish Day 

 
 
Father Michael Mireau Youth Faith Day: This day is 
scheduled for all Junior High students on the morning 
of Thursday, March the 17th. It will be three hours in 
length. A link to the virtual event will be provided to 
schools a few days prior to Youth Faith Day. All grade 8 
students int the division will participate.   
 
 
 

 
 

Test Anxiety Webinar  

 
Does your teen prepare for exams only to freeze up during the test? Test and performance anxiety are very 
common among students. This session will help teens learn how to succeed despite their anxiety and help 
caregivers support their teens to reduce test anxiety. For caregivers and teens (grades 7-12) to attend together. 
 

https://albertahealthservices.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j6FcubLVRc23qWWyh4D9NA 
 
 
 
 

Athletics   

 
The basketball season is winding down as the junior 
season was competed their seasons and the senior 
teams are just entering playoffs. All teams have very 
successful seasons. The senior girls will enter the 
playoff with a record of 5-1 and placed second in tier 
1/2. The boys finished with a record of 5-2 and place 
second in tier 1/2.  
Playoffs start the week of March 7. Good lunch to the 
teams in the playoffs. It was great to be ale to welcome 
spectators back into the gym for the second half of the 
season. It was nice to see “standing room only” crowds 
for some of our games.   
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2022-2023 Intention Screening  

February 28th signified the opening of our intention screen window.  
The Division sent out a Swift message on Monday morning to all families explaining the process and rationale.  
Included in the messaging is a link to an instructional video created by the IT 
department (thank you) explaining exactly how a parent/student can submit their 
intention for next year.  
The screen will be active until March 17th. 
Please be sure to take a moment to complete your intention screening in 
PowerSchool.

  
 

St. John XXIII SAC News  

Casino 
St. John XXIII hosted a casino on Saturday February 26th and Sunday February 27th at the Yellowhead Casino. 
Thanks to the support of our parents/Guardians we were able to fill all the casino spots and we had a very 
successful event. Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time for this very worthwhile event.  
A typical casino provided approximately $ 70 000 of funds to the school. These funds proved enriched 
programming in the school and to help keep costs down for all parents and guardians. Some examples of how 
casino funds have been used in the past, and will be used in the future to benefit your children education include: 
 
French Carnival activities, whole school presentations and shows such as the Alberta Opera presentations, 
Elementary music equipment, Christmas Hall rentals, Shrove Tuesday grill rentals, physical education 
equipment, enriched art supplies, outdoor basketball hoops, Library books, iPads in all Elementary classrooms, 
technology Apps and programs, maker space programs, tarmac games painting, bussing for school wide mass.   
 

Without casino funds, many of these expenditures will be reduced, eliminated or the costs will need to be passed 
onto parents. Well done everyone at St. John XXIII for coming through for your school! 

Perogies and Sausages Fundraiser 

Please see the attached menu and order form for the St. John XXIII School Council Fundraiser. A paper order form 
was sent home today with the oldest child in your family. To order, return the form in a sealed envelope with 
either the exact amount of cash or a cheque.  
Make cheques payable to: St. John 23 Catholic School Parents Association 
Deadline to order is Wednesday March 9. Orders will be picked up at the school on Wednesday March 23 form 
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 
These funds can be used to support items the casino funds cannot be directed towards including item such as: 
  
Shrove Tuesday Food, Bibles for grade 4’s, Sacramental Recognition Gifts, Staff Appreciation Luncheon,  
Bus Driver appreciation gifts, Terry Fox popsicles, Student Hardship support  
 
Next Meeting 
The last SAC meeting was held on February 16. The next meeting will be on April 6.  

 



Papa John’s Pizza Offer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings St. John XXIII Catholic Elementary/Junior High School,   
 
This is Paula from Papa John's Pizza's marketing team in Edmonton. For being a previous Papa John's VIP client, 
I'm pleased to re-offer all staff, students, and families 25% OFF FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR!  
 
For the rest of 2022, enter promo code 25PAULA at the start of your online order (via our app or website, 
papajohns.ca) and receive 25% off your entire order! This special code is valid for repeated use at ANY Papa 
John's Pizza location in Alberta until December 31, 2022!  
 
As a VIP member, you may share this code with friends, family, co-workers and associates. Papa John's is proud 
to use fresh, high-quality ingredients in our products, and we offer the very best in customer service to our 
valued clients. We wish you and your loved ones a safe 2022! 

 
 
 
 
 

Message from St. Thomas More Parish   

 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH 
210 Haddow Close  
Edmonton, AB  T6R 2P3    
Phone: 780 434-6313 Fax: 780 438-2088 
Website:    https://stm.caedm.ca/ 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZSAygs1yQAwRwU-wIq9l-w 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreyeg/ 
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