
 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

We thank Thee Lord with hearts filled with gratitude. 

We thank You, Lord our God, for gifting us with good friends. 

We are grateful for all those persons in our lives who have chosen us to be 

their friends for truly this is a rich and sacred trust. 

By the sacrament of friendship, we share our mutual journeys with You. 

Sower for All Love and Life, 

In sharing, we find our happiness expanded and our sorrow lightened, and, for this blessing, we are grateful. 

Amen. 

Administrators Message  

Welcome to all our families for being a part of École St. John XXIII. We have been extremely busy 

over the past month with navigating our teaching during a pandemic.  We would like to thank all 

our parents and students for your patience and the hard work everyone in our community has put 

into making sure our re-launch was a great success.  We all need to support each other during 

these difficult times. It has been a pleasure to see how well our students have responded to both 

in-person and on-line classes. Things are changing every day and we will try to do our best to keep 

you informed of the latest protocols that are being implemented by both the school division and 

Alberta Heath Services.  

On behalf of all our staff, we welcome each child to St. John XXIII with open arms to embrace the 

St. Johns’ spirit and to be a H.E.R.O.  We wish everyone a fruitful and productive 2020-2021 

school year.  

On October 2nd there will be no classes for students as it is a school professional development 

day. There is a regular half day of classes on Thursday October 1st. There are no kindergarten 

classes on October 1st and Oct 2nd.  

 

Michael Kovacs   Kathleen Korner   Mark Huculak 

Principal    Assistant Principal   Assistant Principal 

 



 

School Opening and HERO Week Activities  

 

  
 
École St. John XXIII officially opened its doors five years ago as a dual track French Immersion K-9 
School.  As a member of the ECSD community we had many celebrations and activities over the 
past year with staff, parents and of course, our students. As a school community, we began the 
process of shaping our school culture which included discussing who St. John XXIII was and what 
he stood for. St. John XXIII significance was instrumental in revitalizing the Catholic Church by 
calling the Second Vatican Council.  This process called by the Italian term “aggiornamento” or 
bringing up to date and as he stated – “I want to open up the windows of the Church, so that we 
can see out and the people can see in.”  
At the beginning of each school year, we as a school community continue to explore who St. John 
XXIII was and reflect what our hopes are for our students this year.  Each year we celebrate who 
we are during HERO Week. We did a variety of activities during this week. 
On the Thursday, all students received a St. John XXIII t-shirt and class pictures were taken. On the 
Friday, we had our HERO Celebration, unfortunately on-line this year. During our HERO 
Celebration, we said the school prayer, listened to our school song and together recited the school 
pledge. This year’s Celebration was done on-line via a Teams meeting.  
 
 



 
 
This year our schoolbook is called “What Makes a Hero” written by Pamela Bobowicz. The Book is 
filled with “Superheroes” who all use different strengths to do good in the world. The students 
learned about each character during the week and realized Hero’s’ come in all sizes and shapes 
and that they too can be a HERO in this world.   On Friday, we asked students and staff to dress up 
as a “SUPERHERO.” The students dressed up as a HERO or someone symbolic of something that 
represents a HERO in their child’s lives. It was great to see so many creative costumes! 
 

  
  



During the week, students were asked “What is their Superhero strength? Students then Printed their 
answers on a strip of paper and together they made up the cape of our HERO, St. John XXIII. The cape now 
has over 800 words or phrases on it.  
The ECSD District theme this year is “Gold calls us all by Name”. The second part of St. John XXIII cape will 
be filled with 800 more words when students will be reflecting on as the answer to the question “What 
does God call us to be?  
 
École St. John XXIII’s official school song was written by Mme. Wourms. The lyrics included statements and 
quotes from the writings of St. John XXIII, along with themes that the staff at the school felt were 
important values for the students of St. John XXIII to incorporate into their lives.  
  
École St. John XXIII School Song 

 

Verse 1 

I have found a place  

Where my heart is free to dream 

Where my ideas take flight, and my spirit soars 

I’m here to be, part of the team 

My home, St. John XXIII  

Verse 2 

It’s not the space,  

It’s the faces that you’ll see here,  

The people that you meet behind the doors 

Every day we grow, we learn something new 

God bless- St. John XXIII  

 
Chorus: 
Break the shadows with sparks of light 
We come together as a center of love 

In this family, I’m here for you- you’re here for me 

Breathe life into your hopes and dreams 

Trade away your doubt and your fear 

We’ll all meet at the end of the road, and the top of the heap  

Verse 3 

À notre école, nous sommes une famille 

Nous sommes capable d’accomplir tout ce qu’on veut, 

Jésus comme guide, On le garde dans nos cœurs 

Seulement ensemble,  
On est St. Jean Vingt Trois  

 

School Pledge  

 

 (by Dr. Usui)  
Just for today, I will not worry. 
Just for today, I will not be angry. 
Just for today, I will be kind to every living thing. 
Just for today, I will be thankful for all my blessings. 
Just for today, I will do my work honestly. 



Just for today, I will be compassionate and forgiving. 
Just for today, I will find joy in even the smallest of life’s gifts. 
Just for today, I will feel at peace.  
 

School Prayer  
 
Dear Jesus, 
Pope saint John XXIII encouraged us not 
to concern ourselves with our failures,  
but rather with what is still possible 
for us to accomplish.  
Please help me to remember that with You 
all things are possible.  
Pope Saint John XXIII, 
please pray for me in my hour of need.  
Amen 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Vision and Mission Statement  

 
As St. John XXIII was a hero, we will use this acronym to establish that each member of our school 
community is a HERO as well. The acronym HERO represents all aspects of what St. John XXIII 
encompasses and below we have outlined what each letter represents in our school community 

H – Honest 
E- Excellence 

R- Responsible 
O – Original 

 
Over the last three years the staff have been meeting and formulating the values and beliefs they felt were 
important to instill in the students of École St. John XXIII. We have a vision and mission statement that 
reflects the core values we hope to develop in all students at St. John XXXIII. The statements also included 
reference to our HERO theme that the students understand and can relate to.   
 
Vision Statement 
St. John XXIII is a faith filled community that achieves excellence by fostering honesty, 
responsibility, and originality. 
 
Mission Statement 
St. John XXIII is a faith filled community that fosters learners that are: 
-Respectful and compassionate citizens  
-Resilient and innovative thinkers 
-Engaged and independent lifelong learners 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

COVID UPDATE for 2020-2021  

 
 

Alberta’s chief medical officer of health and minister of education will continue to monitor 
information around the COVID-19 pandemic as they decide how to best keep students, staff, and 
the broader community as safe as possible during the pandemic. 
 
This means that, at any point during the school year, the province could decide whether schools 
across Alberta, schools in a particular region, or individual schools and classrooms need to move 
from one scenario to another.  This decision will always be made by a medical officer of health in 
collaboration with education officials.  
 
This school re-entry strategy follows the COVID-19 Division Re-entry Strategy. It is designed to give 
families a clear picture of what things will look like at our school under Scenario 1 of the Province’s 
re-entry plan. Our strategy is developed around three key themes – safety and risk mitigation, 
family choice and continuity of learning – which work together to support a return to school in 
September. The St. John XXII Re-entry plan can be found on the school web site as well as here: 
 
 St. John Re-entry plan 

To ensure that the needs of every student are being met, the Division will also be surveying 
parents periodically throughout the school year so that parents can choose on-line or in-person 
learning. The dates of each quarter is listed below:  

• Quarter 1: September 3 to November 9  
• Quarter 2: November 10 to January 29  
• Quarter 3: February 1 to April 20  
• Quarter 4: April 21 to June 29 

You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 with all the information that you will need to 
make an informed decision for your children for the second quarter and beyond.  We need to have 
a firm commitment from our families well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so 
that we can arrange our staff appropriately. Once the deadline date passes you will not be able to 
alter your selection. If you do not respond to the survey in time, you will automatically be 
assigned for in-person learning for the term. At St. John XXIII approximately 78% of our students 
selected in-person learning during the first term.  

Once the division collects the results from each school, both the division and individual schools 
must realign the balance between providing teachers and support for both types of learning. 
Classroom assignments and teacher assignment, class sizes and the allocation of resources may 
change each term to address the needs of the school and division.  Due to the dual language 
programming offered at St. John XXIII the school was only able to free up two teachers to assist in 
on-line learning for our students. So, in addition to the teaching staff at St. John XXIII, students 
from St. John XXIII currently also have access on-line to 16 other teachers from across the division 

https://www.ecsd.net/1969/page/7933/school-re-entry-plan


in two language programs. Supporting our students and providing programing is a major change 
for every school division in the province. 

 

One Voice   

Once again, the school is running the popular “ONE VOICE” program this year. 
"One Voice at École St. John XXIII is about gathering and sharing beautiful liturgical music and 
lessons in connection with our faith and religious programs of study. With the COVID 19 pandemic, 
we have had to alter the look of One Voice. This year, the program is coming to the classroom! Our 
One Voice team records the music and the lessons to share with students in their homeroom 
classes. Teachers will have the opportunity to extend the discussion with their classes, giving more 
chances for the students to learn and share together. This program is tied to the music ministry 
and religion curriculum and is led by Kiana Davies our elementary music teacher. 
 
The theme "God Calls Us Each by Name" is about empowering our students to learn and grow 
their inner strengths and potential. We are all "HEROES" when we let our own unique gifts and 
characteristics shine through. Using well-known superhero groups and families (The Incredibles, 
The Avengers, Black Panther, etc...), One Voice aims to draw out the human side of their powers to 
show how students can be superheroes as well. We don't need magic powers to help others and 
make the world a better place!" 
 
Here is the link to the One Voice Teaser video prepared for the students at the start of the 
year.  https://youtu.be/ri2pkyqIVzI 
The video is only about 10 minutes long because it only explains what One Voice is going to look 
like for the year (there are still prayers and a song). The One Voice program started on September 
24th.  
Mrs. Janelle Vanderhelm our school chaplain will be organizing the “Soul Train” version of this for 
Junior High students once a month. 
 

French Immersion News 

Bonjour!  We are so fortunate at St. John XXIII to have a growing program French Immersion 
program.  We want to welcome all the new students and their families joining us.  We are excited 
to be a part of your child’s language learning journey.  If your family is new to the program, 
Canadian Parents for French (https://cpf.ca/) is a great place for information.  We strongly 
encourage you to check it out.  Come back next month to this section for more tips, tricks, and 
links for supporting your child’s journey to learn in French. 
 
 

Assessment and Reporting for 2020-2021 

 
Please refer to the below letter from Edmonton Catholic Schools regarding the assessment 
procedures at École St. John XXIII. Demonstration of learning sessions will continue in November 
and March but eReport Cards will be issued on January 31 and June 26th.  
 
Assessment and Reporting in Elementary and Junior High 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fri2pkyqIVzI&data=02%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7Cb134ded11b1049d8888e08d859c003a4%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637358028578447260&sdata=aw3xaq6DgOaRNmcwOQnXNqzXLz2q2gbbL3ArEOXoRJs%3D&reserved=0
https://cpf.ca/


For this 2019-20 school year, with the recent revision of our assessment administrative procedure 
which highlights the importance of student understanding of learner outcomes and success 
criteria as well as assessment that is ongoing, our school will continue to utilize PowerTeacher Pro 
in both elementary and junior high involving assessment and reporting. 
 

Junior High PowerTeacherPro 

• When a teacher creates an assignment, they attach at least one key learner outcome to 

that assignment.  Along with the numerical grade of the assignment, a teacher also 

assesses the connected learner outcome(s) chosen in terms of levels of achievement 

(beginning, approaching, proficient and exemplary).  In the quick-look ups on PowerSchool, 

which can be accessed at any time, the achievement of each student is expressed 

numerically as well as through levels of achievement on the learner outcomes chosen.  This 

visual representation clearly leads parents, student and teachers into dialogue about next 

steps in learning.   

PowerSchool Assessment information for Grades 1-9 

• Normally in November and March parent/student/teacher demonstration of learning takes 

place. How that will look this year is still be determined. The PowerTeacherPro gradebook 

along with student work will be excellent resources to engage in dialogue about each 

student’s learning to date and to set goals for continued progress and success.   

 

• The regular January 31st and June 26th progress reports will not include an assessment of 

student learner skills in Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Religion and Physical 

Education. There will still be a summary level of achievement (beginning, approaching, 

proficient, exemplary) for each curricular learner outcome assessed during the term. 

 

• Parent username and passwords will be shared with parents at the school office, at the 

office in September and through email home.   

This ongoing outcomes-based assessment and reporting structure gives parents, students and 
teachers clear information about student achievement which informs next steps in teaching and 
learning for the continued progress and success of each student.   

 

Online payment for all School Fees! 

École St. John XXIII collects all its fees via the Power School portal. Currently, the division is 

reviewing the regular school fees so there is no need to worry about paying them currently.  

Buss fees are still being collected each month.  PowerSchool is the Edmonton Catholic Schools 

online program that allows parents to view attendance, assessment marks and pay school fees. All 

bus passes, school fees, field trips and school activities are paid by logging into Power School using 

your secure PowerSchool Password.  Power School access id’s were sent home with all students 

the first week of school. Use these access id’s when creating your account to link your child to you.  

Bus passes are to be purchased the first of each month and can be paid for online or in office by 

debit or credit card.   

 
 

 



Transportation 

REMINDERS FROM EDMONTON CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

•   Information regarding routes, fees, maps, boundaries etc. can be 
found on PowerSchool and on our St. John XXIII website. 

•   Parents of kindergarten and grade one students are reminded 
that there must be an ADULT (not an older sibling) at the stop to 
receive the student. If there is no adult at the stop, the student will 

remain on the bus and will be returned to school to await pick up. 

•   All transportation enquiries/concerns are to be addressed to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
transportation department at 780-441-6078.  NOT the school, bus driver or bus carrier.  

•   Please be advised that most Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with respect to 
transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions. 

Student Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Elementary and Junior High students had their individual photographs taken in September. Each 
student received an online code with their name on it. Parents can log into www.SmartOrders.ca and 
enter their child’s code to order photos. This year you will order then on-line and they will be delivered to 
your house. For those students who require a retake, the photographer will return to the school in 
November. The school is working with Smart Photography to find a possible solution for on-line students 
to have their pictures taken however this time this is not possible.    

The on-line store is not quite ready yet so wait a week or so to see when you will be able to order your 
photographs.  
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Office and School Notes  

 

École St. John XXIII school now has over 1000 students.  These large numbers require the school 
and its community to be organized in efficiently carrying out day-to-day procedures. Please take 
note of some ways to help make our school run smoothly. 

Office Hours: The operational hours of the office are from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. daily. Of course, we 
do not have parents coming into the building currently. Please call the office if you have any 
questions.  

Messages and no lunch drop off for students: We ask students and parent to be prepared for the 
school day.  While there are emergencies or extraordinary circumstance that come up during the 
year where you need to contact your child, these should not be a regular or daily occurrence. The 
school division does not allow the dropping off items such as lunches during the day. Thank you 
for understanding the need to limit the amount of disruptions throughout the day.  

Student Drop Off: Most parents now 
know the routines and are cooperating 
with our staff on supervision. 
Remember the front of the school is a 
bus zone only. No stopping or dropping 
off students int this area before or 
after school.  

Security Camera System:  All ECSD 
schools have a camera at the front of 
the school to monitor who enters the 
building.  Our School has a security 
camera system which has camera’s 
both inside and outside of our building 
to better help us provide a safe 
environment.  

Here is what we ask every child to ask themselves every morning: 

1. Do I have my water bottle? 
2. Do I have my lunch? 



 

Junior High Athletics News  

 

École St. John XXIII has a vibrant athletic program with 16 different teams competing each year. 
Thank you to the large number of staff members who volunteer their time to coach each year. This 
year the Junior High schools in ECSD and Edmonton Public Schools are evaluating allowing the 
formation of some athletic teams within the school cohort setting. The school will not be playing 
other schools. Any team athletics will be made in-house and will work much like a training camp 
only between St. John XXIII students only. More information will be provided as the situation 
develops.   
 

  

Terry Fox Run 

 

The Terry Fox fundraiser was a great success and we raised over 
$1000 from on-line contribution for Cancer Research. The 
raising of awareness and how each of us is part of the solution 
one step at a time is necessary to finding a cure. More 
importantly is remembering the sacrifice that Terry made for 
cancer research. Elementary students in grade 1-4 ran on 
September 24 in the field in spaced out times. Grade 5-9 
students ran throughout the week as part of our regular 
physical education classes. Thank you to everyone who 
donated and all the students who participated in the run.  

The best outfit of the day goes to Joseph in grade 2 who 
dressed the part to get into the spirit of the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Patrols   

Thank you to our responsible Grade 6 students for patrolling the crosswalk at the front of our school. 
This year we had to train the patrollers as the AMA training cannot come out to the schools. Thank you 
to the grade 6 teachers for taking care of this for us this year. We are asking for parental cooperating 
when these patrols are working. Please follow the patroller’s directions when crossing the street. As a 
parent, you are modeling correct behavior for all students waiting to cross the street. 
 

Google Classroom and Personal Devices    

 
During the pandemic we have seen how important the decision that was made by Edmonton 
Catholic Schools and St. John XXIII to expand our technologies to include the Google Suites 
applications. Included in these applications is the Google Classroom. The Google Classroom saves 
time and paper, and makes it easy to create classes, distribute assignments, communicate, and 
stay organized with students. Last year our staff and student become very good at using this 
platform and it is essential for providing on-line learning as needed for both in-person and on-line 
students. All students at St. John XXIII have been assigned to a classroom and have access to this 
program. Teachers will be manning a Google classroom all year as student or whole classes may 
need to switch to this platform as the year unfolds.   
 

School Advisory Council News   

 
The St. John XXIII School Advisory held its first meeting on September 29th. Thank you to all the 
parents who came out to the meeting. The next meeting date will be November 3rd. Other 
tentatively schedule meetings are set for January 21, March 10, and May 12. These dates are 
subject to change so check the newsletter each month. This year 3 of our 4 executives are officially 
required step down from their positions. So, we are looking for new executive members. The 
current executive members are all remaining in the school and will continue to be members at 
large are willing to mentor and work with the new executive members. With COVID this year, the 
time commitment is very small as most of the event we normally hold cannot be held this year. So, 
this is a good time to get your feet wet in helping the school. The current executive is as follows 
and you can contact them or Mr. Kovacs the Principal for more information on their role.   
 
Chair- Daynelis Brito   daynelis_b@hotmail.com   
Vice-Chair- Audric Moses  audric.moses@ualberta.ca  
Treasurer- Robert McKenna  
Secretary- Susan Wuite  
 
 

Halloween 

Halloween is just around the corner. Students are asked to dress up on October 30th. We would 
like our students to come to school dressed in their costumes for the entire day. Caution please do 
not send treats to the school as bringing food into the school is not allowed this year. Also, full 

mailto:daynelis_b@hotmail.com
mailto:audric.moses@ualberta.ca
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face masks are not allowed as students will be wearing Covid masks at school. Costumes must 
allow for sanitization and washing of hands-therefor no hand coverings. And like always, no 
replicated weapons are allowed. Many Halloween activities will still be occurring, and we are 
excited to see everyone’s costumes at school.  
 

Read in Week October 5th-9th    

 
This year for Read in Week our theme reflects how St. John XXIII 
feels when we see our students and staff immersed in a good 
book. We will soon celebrate “Read Around the World” the week 
of October 5th-9th with a variety of Read in Week activities.  
 
Dates to mark in your calendar:  
 

Read Around the World 
 

Digital Read  Monday, October 5 

Read/listen to a story on a digital platform.  

Cultural Read  Tuesday, October 6 

Read a text that explores a cultural experience or have a student bring in a text 

in another language. Encourage that student to read aloud their text!  

Teacher Swap  Wednesday, October 7 

Swap with a teacher in your cohort. You read a text to their students, they read 

a text to yours.  
 

Stop Drop and Read  Thursday, October 8 

Similar to our famous “All in the Hall” but COVID edition. At _______ classes drop 

everything and read for 10 minutes.  

Shirt Day Friday, October 9 

Wear a shirt with words on it.  

 
Want more Read In activities? 

1. Arrange for parents in your class to read via Teams.   



2. Arrange for a special school guest to come and read. Who qualifies as special? Well you are 

special, but we mean admin, MDT team, Stay officer, or LC. 

3. Explore different artistic techniques to illustrate one’s own writing (collage, watercolour, 

plasticine…).  

4. Read a story up to the crisis point and have listeners illustrate their own solutions. 

5. Rewrite a story and give it a different ending, character, or situation. 

6. Turn a story into a puppet show.  

7. Put on a performance of reader’s theatre.  

8. Make a playlist of a character’s favorite songs or find music that represents them.  

9. Turn a story into a song.  

10. Explore different types of literacy: technological, musical, emotional, social.  

11. Make and share book trailers (like movie trailers, but about books!) 

12. Check out Global Read Aloud https://theglobalreadaloud.com/ 

 
Remember we are all readers! Take time to enjoy that new book smell, reflect on your favorite 
book, and savor the moments you spend reading with your child.  
 

St. John XXIII Instagram  

You can now follow St. John XXIII on Instagram @ st.john_xxiii. The school posts updates on events 
that happen in the school that are spiritually uplifting or showcase unique educational 
experiences.  Check us out! 
 
 

Music at St. John XXIII   

Grade 1-4 
 

"In Grades K-4, music class has adapted 
to the new guidelines for the COVID 19 
pandemic. K-3s will be using their own 
instrument kits to eliminate the need to 
share instruments. In music there 
cannot be shared instruments or 
equipment without cleaning the items 
between each class. So, this year the 
school purchased drumsticks for all 
students in Grade 3 and 4 students that 
will be used during music classes 
throughout the year. 
 

https://theglobalreadaloud.com/


With singing and wind instruments only being a possibility when physical distance can be 
maintained, Miss Davies is using online tools like Flipgrid and Google Classroom to give students 
opportunities for singing and playing recorder at home. During class, students will still have 
opportunities to develop their skills in rhythm and melody as well as expand their knowledge in a 
variety of musical concepts, all while being safe and maintaining distance." 
 
Grade 5-9  

  
This year, grade 5-9 Music students have 
received their very own set of 
drumsticks.  Students have been introduced 
to new drumming styles from around the 
world, each one focusing on the rhythmic 
skills outlined in the Alberta Program of 
Studies. We are very fortunately to have the 
use of so many drums on site!  
 
 

 
Instrumental Music at St. John XXIII 

 
According to both the Alberta Health and 
Edmonton Catholic Schools re-entry plan 
guidelines, there is an extensive list we 
must follow to play wind instruments in 
class. Although we cannot meet all these 
requirements on site, we have worked 
hard to ensure that all grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 
Music/Band students still can play their 
wind instrument of choice.  Over the past 
few weeks, Mrs. Scott has been 
distributing instruments to each student, 
and is expecting to finish handing them 

out by October 9, 2020.  Please take the time to sit with your child to fill out the yellow form 
attached to their instrument.   By October 9, Mrs. Scott will post, on Google Classroom, 
instructional videos on how to assemble, care for, play, and disassemble their instrument. Next 
week, students will learn about programs like SmartMusic, and will receive their designated login 
during class time. Please remind your child to bring their device to Music class.  SmartMusic is an 
electronic format where students can see their sheet music, receive immediate feedback on their 
performance, and can access the recorded tracks. SmartMusic allows the students to be 
connected to the Music Director as all works are sent to her electronically.  Once students activate 
their account and begin their tasks, Mrs. Scott uses their online progress and expands on it in class. 
 Covid has changed the way Music is offered, but Mrs. Scott would like to thank everyone for their 
patience, kindness, and willingness to try something new! Finding ways to allow kids to play their 
instrument is very important to us all, and we are very thankful that technology can make things 
like this possible.   
 



Grade 4 Bible Blessing  

 
 
On October 1 Fr. Julian was at St. John 
XXIII to bless the bibles that were 
presented to our grade 4 students 
during a special Celebration that was 
held in each grade 4 classroom.  The 
students participated in a special 
celebration and Fr. Julian then 
presented a lesson on some of the 
different parts of the bible. Thank you 
to the St. John XXIII School Council for 
purchasing the bibles for the students.  
 
 

 

Message from ECSD Religious Education  

       Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 
Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges and difficulties 
that so many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving approaches, we have very little for 
which to be thankful. But scripture and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely different story. 
In fact, the passage invites us to praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and worship the God 
of love.  
The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to God. During the 
past year there may have been times when we felt abandoned or forgotten by God. But the psalm 
presents the entire earth as joined together, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast love 
endures forever. And in the same way that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we 
acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for his goodness and mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good and he 
never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful love, even and especially 
during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come follow me, 
and I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot).  
During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good times and in 
the moments that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we too are 
called to be “good shepherds” in the environments where we live: in our families, at work, and in 
the community, sharing the Gospel message of love with everyone we meet.  
 
Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 
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Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: St. Thomas More Parish 
 
Attached please find the scheduled dates for your respective schools for the children that are 
registered and prepared to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. 
  
St. John XXIII: Saturday, October 24, 8am-9am (Reconciliation), Sunday, October 25, 2pm (First 
Holy Communion) 
 
The Masses are on Sundays in October and November at 2pm, with Reconciliation scheduled the 
Saturday morning (8am – 9am) before.   
 
To ease with the number of children receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we will have both 
Fr. Mitch and Fr. Curtis available on the Saturday, and to ensure that the children are able 
to  receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation  before receiving First Communion on their scheduled 
Mass date  they can come for reconciliation up to one hour before  any of the weekday Masses 
the week before. 
  
Some general points for consideration: 
Children will have assigned (alphabetical) seating by school and all other family and friends will be 
seated in the rows behind. 
Masks are mandatory in the church. 
There will be no social gathering afterwards. 
The usual social distancing protocols that are already in place can be reviewed on our website: 
https://stm.caedm.ca/ 
  
The Pastoral team at St. Thomas More Parish looks forward to celebrating the Sacraments with 
you! 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Christina Faitakis, Pastoral Associate 
 

A Message from your Pastor  

 
A Message from your Pastor 
 
The Rosary is a centuries old prayer; so much honoured by the Church that we dedicate the month 
of October to praying the Rosary.  The mysteries of the Rosary strongly dwell on the life of Christ, 
honouring Mary through her Son. 
  
Throughout the ages, the Church has encouraged us to pray the Rosary, especially in times of 
trouble and fear.  Before the Battle of Lepanto, which changed the course of history in the western 
world, the people fervently prayed the Rosary.  In our troubled times, we need to turn to this 
prayer as well. It encourages us to pray, through Mary, for strength, comfort, and love.  Prayer has 
healing power and can work miracles.  Imagine the great result if each person reading this prayed 
one decade of the Rosary for the month of October.  We need healing and hope.   

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstm.caedm.ca%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMichael.Kovacs%40ecsd.net%7Cbb6704b6f7ea4f29578c08d864a0165e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637369986040107082&sdata=KgnngvpPQkbYRFi3%2Bo0Q5YQFiZotnzW400guIlB8SUA%3D&reserved=0


  
School is different this year.  We always had the schools to help in the preparation for the 
sacraments.  This year we cannot do that, but we still need you, as students, teachers, and 
parents, to help with the preparation and reception  
of Confession, First Communion and Confirmation.  Growing in knowledge and maturity of faith is 
a very important part of your life and education.   
  
We pray for a successful school year and a holy and blessed time for all.  Holy Mary Mother of God 
pray for us all. 
  
Father Mitch Fidyka 
Pastor, St Thomas More 
 

St. Thomas More Parish 
210 Haddow Close 
Edmonton, AB T6R 2P3 
Tel: 780-434-6313, ext. 222  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                      

 


