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THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

We thank Thee Lord with hearts filled with gratitude. 
We thank You, Lord our God, for gifting us with good friends. 

We are grateful for all those persons in our lives who have chosen us to be 
their friends for truly this is a rich and sacred trust. 

By the sacrament of friendship, we share our mutual journeys with You. 
Sower for All Love and Life, 

In sharing, we find our happiness expanded and our sorrow lightened, and, for this blessing, we are grateful. 
Amen. 

      

 

Administrators Message  

To begin welcome and thank you to all for being an important part of École St. John XXIII. We 
have been extremely busy over the past month navigating how to best teach and meet the needs 
of the students during a pandemic.  We would like to thank all our parents and students for your 
patience and the hard work that everyone in our community has put into making sure our re-
launch was a great success.  We all need to support each other during these difficult times. It has 
been a pleasure to see how well our students have responded to both in-person and on-line 
classes. Things are changing every day and we will try to do our best to keep you informed of the 
latest protocols that are being implemented by both the school division and Alberta Heath 
Services.  

On behalf of all our staff, we welcome each child to St. John XXIII with open arms to embrace the 
St. Johns’ spirit and to be a H.E.R.O.  We wish everyone a fruitful and productive 2021-2022 
school year.  

Please note that Thanksgiving Day is on Monday, October 11, and they will be no school. 

Michael Kovacs Rachelle Irvine Julie-Ann Dron Nicole Stang 

Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal 



 

 

School Opening and HERO Week Activities 

 

 
 
École St. John XXIII officially opened its doors six years ago as a dual track French Immersion K-9 School. As 
a school community, we began the process of shaping our school culture which included discussing who St. 
John XXIII was and what he stood for. St. John XXIII significance was instrumental in revitalizing the Catholic 
Church by calling the Second Vatican Council.  This process called by the Italian term “aggiornamento” or 
bringing up to date and as he stated – “I want to open up the windows of the Church, so that we can see 
out and the people can see in.” 
  
At the beginning of each school year, we as a 
school community continue to explore who 
St. John XXIII was and reflect what our hopes 
are for our students this year.  
 
For HERO Week (Sept. 13-17), we did a 
variety of activities each day such as a hero 
pledge, hero workout, and read this year’s 
theme book, “Maybe” and “A Hero’s Prayer”. 
The students also reflected on “Maybe I will… 
(something they want to accomplish this 
year),” as well as how they are God’s hero.   
 
On the Thursday, students and staff dressed 
up as a “SUPERHERO.” Superheroes included 
comic heroes, nurses, fire fighters, and some 
children even dressed up as their parents! On 
Friday, all students received a St. John XXIII t-
shirt and class pictures were taken. To end 
the week, a whole school rally took place 
outside where we recited the school prayer 
and pledge.  
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This year our school book is called “Maybe” written by Kobi 
Yamada and illustrated by Gabriella Barouch. The book is a story 
about the potential in all of us.  
 
You are the only “you” there ever has been or ever will be. You 
are unique in all the universe. Just the odds of you being here at 
this exact place and this exact time are so great and so rare that 
it will never happen again. 
 
Written by the New York Times best-selling author of What Do 
You Do With an Idea?, this is a story for everything you will do 
and everything you can be—for who you are right now and all 
the magical, unbounded potential you hold inside. With rich, 
enchanting illustrations, it’s a reminder that you were meant 
for incredible things. And maybe, just maybe, you will exceed 
your wildest dreams. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

https://www.live-inspired.com/catalog/product/collections/what-do-you-do-with/what-do-you-do-with-an-idea/
https://www.live-inspired.com/catalog/product/collections/what-do-you-do-with/what-do-you-do-with-an-idea/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The ECSD District theme this year is “God call us each by name” – I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord,… plans to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11  
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École St. John XXIII’s official school song was written by a former teacher, Mme Wourms. The lyrics include 
statements and quotes from the writings of St. John XXIII, along with themes that the staff at the school 
felt were important values for the students of St. John XXIII to incorporate into their lives.  
 
 
 
  

École St. John XXIII School Song 
 

Verse 1 
I have found a place 

Where my heart is free to dream 
Where my ideas take flight, and my spirit soars 

I’m here to be, part of the team 
My home, St. John XXIII 

Verse 2 
It’s not the space, 

It’s the faces that you’ll see here, 
The people that you meet behind the doors 
Every day we grow, we learn something new 

God bless- St. John XXIII 
 

Chorus: 
Break the shadows with sparks of light 
We come together as a center of love 

In this family, I’m here for you- you’re here for me 
Breathe life into your hopes and dreams 

Trade away your doubt and your fear 
We’ll all meet at the end of the road, and the top of the heap 

 
 

Verse 3 
À notre école, nous sommes une famille 

Nous sommes capable d’accomplir tout ce qu’on veut, 
Jésus comme guide, On le garde dans nos cœurs 

Seulement ensemble, 
On est St. Jean Vingt Trois 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Pledge 
(By Dr. Usui) 

Just for today, I will not worry. 
Just for today, I will not be angry. 

Just for today, I will be kind to every living thing. 
Just for today, I will be thankful for all my blessings. 

Just for today, I will do my work honestly. 
Just for today, I will be compassionate and forgiving. 

Just for today, I will find joy in even the smallest of life’s gifts. 
Just for today, I will feel at peace. 

 
 
 
 

School Prayer 
Dear Jesus, 

Pope saint John XXIII encouraged us not 
to concern ourselves with our failures, 

but rather with what is still possible 
for us to accomplish. 

Please help me to remember that with You 
all things are possible. 
Pope Saint John XXIII, 

please pray for me in my hour of need. 
Amen 
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Vision and Mission Statement  

 
As St. John XXIII was a hero, we will use this acronym to establish that each member of our school 
community is a HERO as well. The acronym HERO represents all aspects of what St. John XXIII 
encompasses and below we have outlined what each letter represents in our school community 

H – Honest 
E- Excellence 

R- Responsible 
O – Original 

 
W the school opened, the staff met and formulated the values and beliefs they felt were important to 
instill in the students of École St. John XXIII. We have a vision and mission statement that reflects the core 
values we hope to develop in all students at St. John XXXIII. The statements also included reference to our 
HERO theme that the students understand and can relate to.   
 
Vision Statement 
St. John XXIII is a faith-filled community that achieves excellence by fostering honesty, 
responsibility, and originality. 
 
Mission Statement 
St. John XXIII is a faith-filled community that fosters learners that are: 
 Respectful and compassionate citizens  
 Resilient and innovative thinkers 
 Engaged and independent lifelong learners 

 

 
 
 



COVID UPDATE for 2020-2021  

 
Alberta’s chief medical officer of health and minister of education will continue to monitor 
information around the COVID-19 pandemic as they decide how to best keep students, staff, and 
the broader community as safe as possible during the pandemic. 
 
Our school’s plan follows the direction of the ECSD Back to School Plan 2021-2022.  It is designed 
to give families a clear picture of what things will look like at our school. * It can be found on our 
school website. The ECSD Back to School Plan can be found on the division website, as well as 
here: 
 
ECSD Back to School Plan 2021-2022 
 
ECSD Daily Screening Questionnaire 
 
** Please be sure to check back regularly as there have been several updates over the course of 
the last month. ** 
 
 
 
At the direction of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, Alberta Health Services will no longer notify 
close contacts of potential COVID-19 exposure including close contacts in schools. However, school 
still will send home a letter of notification if a confirmed COVID case has been confirmed at the 
school.  

• When our schools are made aware of a confirmed case of COVID-19 by a parent or guardian, 
we will share that information with the school community while keeping personal details 
confidential.  

• AHS Public Health will not inform school authorities or administrators of individual cases of 
COVID-19 within their school setting 

• Alberta Health Services will investigate outbreaks at schools and work with Division staff to 
determine if additional measures are required. 

 
Parents of children who test positive for COVID-19 are asked to communicate with the school 
administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/page/8503/daily-health-screening-questionnaire
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Staffing 2020-2021  
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One Voice   

Once again, the school is running the popular “ONE VOICE” program this year. 
One Voice at École St. John XXIII is about gathering and sharing beautiful liturgical music and 
lessons in connection with our faith and religious programs of study. With the COVID 19 pandemic, 
we have had to alter the look of One Voice. Once again, this year, the program is coming to the 
classroom! Our One Voice team records the music and the lessons to share with students in their 
homeroom classes. Teachers will have the opportunity to extend the discussion with their classes, 
giving more chances for the students to learn and share together. This program is tied to the music 
ministry and religion curriculum and is led by Kiana Davies our elementary music teacher. 
 
 

Music at St. John XXIII   

Grade 1-4 
 
"Miss Davies shared some indigenous music from Sherryl Sewepagaham to grades two, three and 
four in preparation to honour Truth and Reconciliation Day. Students learned about the 
significance of the indigenous drum and how songs and traditions are shared in their many 
cultures and nations. They played the "Friendship Stick Game" to experience a fun activity in which 
many indigenous nations partake at social gatherings. They also sang the "Children's Blessing 
Song" as they reflected on the impact that residential schools have had on our indigenous 
communities and the recent discoveries of unmarked graves across our country. As we sing this 
song, we pray for the souls of the children who didn't survive as well as the ones who did and 
continue to suffer from the impact of residential schools." 
 
 

French Immersion News 

Bonjour!  We are so fortunate at St. John XXIII to have a growing program French Immersion 
program.  We want to welcome all the new students and their families joining us.  We are excited 
to be a part of your child’s language learning journey.  If your family is new to the program, 
Canadian Parents for French (https://cpf.ca/) is a 
great place for information.  We strongly encourage 
you to check it out.  Come back next month to this 
section for more tips, tricks, and links for supporting 
your child’s journey to learn in French. 
 
 

Do you have a French immersion child, but don’t speak the 
language? Edmonton Regional Learning Consortium (ERLC) is hosting 
an hour-long webinar on October 19th that will provide you with 
resources and strategies to encourage and support you child’s 
learning. 
 
 

https://cpf.ca/


Online payment for all School Fees! 

École St. John XXIII collects all fees via the Power School portal.  
PowerSchool is the Edmonton Catholic Schools online program that allows parents to view 
attendance, assessment marks and pay school fees. All bus passes, school fees, field trips and 
school activities are paid by logging into Power School using your secure PowerSchool password.  
Power School access id’s were sent home with all students the first week of 
school. Use these access id’s when creating your account to link your child to 
you.  
 
Bus passes are to be purchased the first of each month. 
 
 

Transportation 

REMINDERS FROM EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT 

•   Information regarding routes, fees, maps, boundaries etc. can be found on PowerSchool and on 
our St. John XXIII website. 

•   Parents of kindergarten and grade one students are 
reminded that there must be an ADULT (not an older 
sibling) at the stop to receive the student. If there is no 
adult at the stop, the student will remain on the bus and 
will be returned to school to await pick up. 

•   All transportation enquiries/concerns are to be 
addressed to the Edmonton Catholic Schools 
transportation department at 780-441-6078.  NOT the 
school, bus driver or bus carrier.  

 

Student Photos 

The Elementary and Junior High students had their individual 
photographs taken on September 22nd.  

Each student received an online code with their name on it. 
Parents can log into www.SmartOrders.ca and enter their 
child’s code to order photos. Again, this year you will place 
your order then online, and they will be delivered directly to 
your house. For those students who require a retake, the 
photographer will return to the school on October 20.  

 

 



13 
 

Office and School Notes  

École St. John XXIII school now has over 1000 
students.  These large numbers require the school and 
its community to be organized to efficiently carrying 
out day-to-day procedures. Please note of few ways 
to help make our school run smoothly. 

Office Hours: The operational hours of the office are 
from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. daily.  
Of course, we cannot not have parents coming into 
the building at this time. 
Please call the office if you have any questions.  

Messages and no lunch drop off for students:  
We ask students arrived prepared for the school day.  While there are emergencies and/or 
extraordinary circumstance that come up during the year where you need to contact your child, 
these should not be a regular or daily occurrence.  
Additionally, there is no dropping off items such as lunches during the day.  

Here is what we ask every child to ask themselves every morning: 
1. Do I have my water bottle? 
2. Do I have my lunch? 
3. Do I have all the tools necessary to complete my work? 

Thank you for understanding the need to limit the number of disruptions throughout the day.  

 

Student Drop Off  & Parking Information 

 

“Choose Safety over Convenience” 

 
This is a philosophy and an attitude that we can 
all embrace but is often one of the most difficult 
to enact.  There are numerous drop off zones 
around the school - please respect the signs. Your 
help in this regard is greatly appreciated.   
 

 

 



Bus Parking Zone 

The front of the school is a 
dedicated bus zone. There is no drop 
off, pick up, parking or stopping is 
permitted at any time.  
 
 

 
Student Drop Off 
Two designated student drop-off zones (No Parking-loading only) are found on 
both Windermere Road and Whitelaw Lane. Staff are present in the mornings to 
assist parents dropping off students.  
This area is for dropping off only.  
Please do not leave your vehicle in these areas even for a minute as it prevents 
other parents from dropping off their children.  
After school you may park in these areas.  

 
Parking 
Alternatively, please use other side streets around the school to drop off and pick up your children as 
parking is allowed across the street from the school. Pick a designated spot away from the front of the 
door and meet your child there to avoid congestion around the school. 
There is 5-minute parking allowed on the corner of Whitelaw Lane and Windermere Boulevard on the 
school side of the street. You can leave your vehicle if you park here to walk your children to the 
school if you wish or park here afterschool.  
 

Cross Walks 
There are two designated cross walks on each street in front of the school with flashing lights. These 
are the only designed spots where you can cross the street. Once our students have been trained, the 
school will post Patrols at these sites to assist students crossing the street.  
 
  Staff Parking Lot  

All stalls in the staff parking lots have been assigned to our staff members; we thank you 
for not parking there.  In addition, the staff parking lot is not to be used for dropping 
off or picking up students. Children are continually in this area before, after and during 
school hours and driving in the staff parking lot area possess a significant risk to the 
children’s safety.  
 

 
Parking on Neighboring Properties 
Please do not use their parking lot or driveways to pick up and drop off your children. This is private 
property and while their parking lot may be empty at times this is not a loading zone.    
 
Whitelaw lane Turn-around  

The end of Whitelaw Lane is a turn-around. This allows people to turn around 
and leave the area without having to drive through the neighborhood. This is 
a No Stopping zone. No Stopping means you cannot even stop your vehicle in 
this area or stop to let your children out of your car. Stopping in the area 
prevents other parents from using the turn-around. Please follow the sings 
and do not stop in this area. 
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Junior High Athletics News  

École St. John XXIII has a vibrant athletic program with 16 different teams competing each year. 
Thank you to the large number of staff members who volunteer their time to coach each year. This 
year the school has return to play in two sports, Junior High Soccer and Junior High Cross-Country 
Running.  formation of some athletic teams within the school cohort setting.  
 
Cross Country 

 
This year the school had over 
100 students compete in the 
City Championship meet held 
on September 23. The school 
has been practicing for weeks 
and the hard work has paid 
off. The school finish third in 
the entire city, finishing 
closing behind the two largest 
junior highs schools in ECSD. 
The school placed in the top 3 
in 4 of 6 categories.  The 
school place second in both 
Intermediate boys and 

Intermediate girls, third in Senior girls and our Junior Boys (pictured) took how the overall crown 
as ECSD City Champions!  To compete with the largest schools in the city and place so high in the 
standings a great achievement for St. John XXIII! 
 
Soccer 

  
Both senior teams had very successful seasons and qualified for the playoffs.  
The senior girls play in the City Finals this Monday October 4th at home! 
 
 
 
 



Terry Fox Run 

The Terry Fox fundraiser was a great 
success and we raised nearly $2700 from 
on-line contribution for Cancer Research. 
The raising of awareness and how each of 
us is part of the solution one step at a 
time is necessary to finding a cure. More 
importantly remembering the sacrifice 
that Terry made for cancer research.  

On September 23rd, our Elementary 
students in grade 1-5 ran a minimum of 1 
km, in the field, during staggered start 
times. While our Grade 6-9 students ran 
approximately 5 km on the St. John XXIII 
Terry Fox Route.  Thank you to everyone 
who donated and all the students who 
participated in the run.  

Grade 9 Cultural Retreat 

On September 24, 2021, the Grade 9 Students at St. John XXIII held a Cultural Retreat at Victoria 
Park. The Retreat focused on Canada’s Indigenous peoples and Metis cultures. Students emerged 
into three specific teachings in the morning followed by lunch and a discussion in the afternoon of 
some of the struggles First Nations had with Residential School. 

First, they were given some insight into song, drums, and protocol of the rich Indigenous music 
culture. Just scratching the surface of what there is to offer. Second, students were exposed to 
some of the cultural celebrations and rites of passage used in First Nations’ cultures, 
understanding that each Nation varied slightly by region. Finally, students were given some 
teachings on traditional spiritual medicine and Indigenous Worldview of the complete person. This 
culminated in the Grade 9 students being given the opportunity to participate in a traditional 
smudge and prayer. 

Students were then allowed time to eat and reflect on all the information they had been exposed 
to and given the opportunity to experience a fire pit. From which they learned, marshmallows 
catch fire easily, but are still tasty and that fire adds to the flavour of Bannock making it uniquely 
edible in all shades of brown (or black). 

After a little free time to make use of the fields and picnic area students were brought together to 
hear some accounts of Residential Schools and First Nations reaction to recovering their culture 
and heritage. Leading to time at end the day in thought and reflection. 

Students had a rich day of culture and expose to just the surface of what First Nations and Metis 
cultures can be. They went home more thoughtful and tired, demonstrating respectful and 
inquisitive participation. 
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MADD Presentation 

On Sept 21 and Sept 28 St. John XXIII Grade 9 students were 
treated to a special presentation by MADD (Mother’s Against Drunk 
Driving). The presentation stressed the importance of making good 
decisions and how our decisions can ultimately affect others. The 
impact of this presentation was a priceless lesson for our students.  

 

 

 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation & Orange Shirt Day 

Orange Shirt Day was inspired by Phyllis Webstab’s own 
experience and is meant to help raise awareness about the 
history of the residential school system in Canada. It 
symbolizes the coming together in the spirit of reconciliation. 

 

 

On September 29th, our students observed Orange Shirt Day 
to honor those impacted by the residential schools. Students 
wore orange to show their support and teachers 
incorporated meaningful discussions and activities to 
celebrate resilience and affirm a commitment that every child 
matters. 

 

 

School Patrols   

Thank you to our responsible Grade 6 students for patrolling the crosswalk at the front of our school. 
This year we had to train the patrollers as the AMA training cannot come out to the schools. Thank you 
to the grade 6 teachers for taking care of this for us this year. We are asking for parental cooperating 
when these patrols are working. Please follow the patroller’s directions when crossing the street. As a 
parent, you are modeling correct behavior for all students waiting to cross the street. 
 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+patrol+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=40A19487A5C94BEFCA90E6BB7F6C2EBCD024C56C&selectedIndex=5&ccid=cM3oIWTp&simid=608052861711289435&thid=JN.t80fnX37gNKg%2blX6Ai42Dw


Google Classroom and Personal Devices    

The pandemic has allowed us to see how important the decision that was made by Edmonton 
Catholic Schools and St. John XXIII to expand our technologies to include the Google Suites 
applications. Included in these applications is the Google Classroom. The Google Classroom saves 
time and paper, and makes it easy to create classes, distribute assignments, communicate, and 
stay organized with students. Last year our staff and students become very good at using this 
platform. All students at St. John XXIII that have been assigned to a classroom and have access to 
this program. Teachers will be uploading information and maintaining their Google classroom 
throughout the year. 
 
 

Read In Week October 4th-8th    

 
Read In Week is an initiative that began in 
1990.  Their mission is to build and enhance both 
personal and community relationships through 
literacy and the love of reading. This year's theme is 
"To Each Their Own Story". 
This year, our students will participate in a variety of 
(COVID appropriate) activities such as digital read 
alouds, FlipGrid Live, and Reading Bingo to 
celebrate reading and share the message that 
reading is not only important but also FUN! 

 

 

Halloween 

Halloween is just around the corner. Students are asked to dress 
up on October 29th. Many Halloween activities will still be 
occurring, and we are excited to see everyone’s costumes at 
school.  
We would like our students to come to school dressed in their 
costumes for the entire day. Costumes must allow for sanitization 
and washing of hands, therefore no hand coverings. Also, full face 
masks are not allowed as students will be wearing Covid masks at 
school. And like always, no replicated weapons are allowed. 
 
Caution please do not send treats to the school as bringing food 
into the school is not allowed this year.  
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Food Bank Collection   

Every year Edmonton Catholic Schools are involved in Social Justice Actions by students and staff 
that make meaningful connections to their community.  As a meaningful educational experience 
for our students, for our Advent Social Justice Activity we are asking our St. John XXIII families of 
Elementary students to donate a non-perishable food item(s) to support the St. Teresa of Calcutta 
School’s breakfast, lunch, and food bank program.  
 
St. Teresa of Calcutta Elementary School is in the heart of the inner-city Edmonton. The school is 
named after Mother Teresa who devoted her life to serving the most vulnerable and poorest of 
the world. Their school has been working towards providing their students with healthy food and 
providing access to a food bank for their families. 
 
We will be collecting non-perishable food items from Monday October 4 to Friday October 8, 
2021.  Our goal is for each student to bring at least one item.   
 
Possible food item donations: 
  

• Healthy breakfast cereal (e.g., Fiber One - any type, Kashi- 7 Whole Grains Cereal Honey 
Puffs/Flakes, Total, Shreddies, Cheerios - original and multigrain), Life, Kix, Mini Wheats, etc.) 

• Cheese Whiz jars 
• Canned ham/tuna/turkey/chicken 
• Cooking oil 
• Milk powder/tea/coffee/hot chocolate/sugar 
• Canned fruit/fruit cups 
• Chef Boyardee 
• Instant potatoes 
• Ketchup 
• Instant noodles 
• Cookies 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to help other children and families within our 
school district. Thank you for your generous donation towards the St. Teresa of Calcutta School 
food program! 
  
Sincerely, 
St. John XXIII Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

School Advisory Council News   

The St. John XXIII School Advisory will be holding their first meeting on October 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting will be held via ZOOM. A link to the meeting will be sent out to all parents the day 
before the event.  
We’re looking for new executive members! The current executive members are all remaining in 
the school and will continue to be members at large are willing to mentor and work with the new 
executive members. With COVID this year, the time commitment is very small as most events we 
normally hold cannot be held this year. This is a good time to get your feet wet in helping the 
school. 
 You can contact the current chair or Mr. Kovacs if you are interest or need more information on 
the various executive roles.  
 
Chair- Audric Moses  audric.moses@ualberta.ca  
 
 

mailto:audric.moses@ualberta.ca

