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Winter 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
The Trustees for the Edmonton Catholic School Division are honoured to be returning for a four-year term (2021-
2025).  By serving on the Board of Trustees, they show their commitment to serving our students, families, and 
community and will continue to champion Catholic education issues on behalf of the Division.  The Board looks 
forward to connecting with you regularly through our Board of Trustee letter and the Board Messenger to keep you 
informed about what topics and actions we are focusing on.  We encourage you to read the most recent edition of 
the Board Messenger, which highlights the initiatives and work undertaken by the Board towards its goal of providing 
a quality Catholic education for our students. 
 
Leadership, Staff and Academic Excellence 
 
The Board is proud of the exceptional educational outcomes that our schools continue to demonstrate.  The results 
reported in the ECSD 2020-2021 Annual Education Results Report (AERR) are directly related to the strong 
administrative leadership in our schools and the excellent work of teachers and support staff.  Throughout the 
pandemic, our Board has been continually impressed by the innovative ways staff and students have been able to 
develop an effective learning environment, even from afar.  We acknowledge the perseverance and resilience of our 
school communities, and we applaud the efforts that everyone puts into prioritizing educational success.  We 
acknowledge the hard work demonstrated by our students, who provide a daily reminder as to why we have accepted 
the call to the vocation of Catholic education. 
 
We encourage you to review the AERR, which provides an overview of all of the work that is done each year for our 
students towards our mission to provide a Catholic education that inspires students to learn and that prepares them 
to live fully and serve God in one another. 
 
Understanding and Responding to Needs 
 
Supporting the mental health of our students remains an advocacy and budget priority for the Board.  We were 
excited to have the opportunity to host a parent information session on the topic of Mental Health: Parents as 
Partners on November 22, 2021.  A panel consisting of two mental health specialists and ECSD Chaplain, Fr. Glenn 
McDonald provided the audience with suggestions and support on nurturing resiliency, forming trusted relationships, 
and promoting positive mental health.  Please click here to view the recorded presentation. 
 

Board Advocacy 
 
One of the key roles as an elected Catholic School Board Trustee is to advocate to municipal, provincial and federal 
governments for funding and services to support the Division’s work in meeting the needs of our students and 
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D0ZB25KP-n1Y&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1c02c51d271c4764401608d9b6c164c0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637741764013697856%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BZNg9IIj3tjpChNgJqhm1S3rdIpu2Kkm96PYUIH9pdI%3D&reserved=0


 
LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre 
9807-106 Street NW   |   Edmonton AB T5K 1C2   |   T: 780 441-6000   |   www.ecsd.net 
I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU, SAYS THE LORD,… PLANS TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE WITH HOPE. 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

staff.  The Board of Trustees is actively communicating with government to raise awareness of the needs of the 
Division.   
 
Below is a partial list of the Board’s advocacy priorities: 
 

Adequate supports for Student Learning: 
 restored funding for pre-kindergarten and 4th and 5th year high school students 
 continued or increased funding for pandemic recovery and specialized services  
 faster access for students to access mental health and crisis care 
 continued review and rigorous revision to the new curriculum 
 opportunities for students to access post-secondary pathways 
 
Investing in Learning Environments: 
 funding for new schools, modulars and major modernizations of older schools 
 funding for outdoor play spaces and playgrounds 
 

Home-School-Parish Connection 
 
This past November, the Board of Trustees was honoured to receive a blessing from Archbishop Smith on Catholic 
Education Sunday.  This annual event provides an opportunity to reflect on the important role that Catholic schools 
play in Alberta’s publicly funded school system and reaffirms the home-school-parish connections that support our 
children and their families.  It also challenges each one of us to step forward as advocates to ensure that the future 
of Catholic education remains a choice for parents.    
 
The Art of Advent is back for its second year, celebrating the amazing creativity exhibited throughout our Division 
in the area of Fine Arts!  The virtual calendar launched on the First Sunday of Advent has already attracted views 
from around the world.  
 
Each week, for the four Sundays of Advent, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops will release a video 
recording of a Bishop reflecting on the Gospel Reading for each Sunday.  This year’s reflections were inspired by the 
Indigenous Delegation travelling to Rome to meet with Pope Francis from 17-20 December 2021.  
In English: https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-
advent/ 
In French: https://www.cccb.ca/fr/evangelisation-catechese-et-education/ressources-video/cheminer-ensemble-
durant-lavent/ 
 
In closing, I would be honoured to attend one of your school council meetings to update you on these and other 
Board initiatives, and to answer any questions that you may have.  I can be reached at 780-903-2033 or 
lisa.turchansky@ecsd.net. 
 
We wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and God’s blessings for a joyous and prosperous New Year! 
 

 
Lisa Turchansky 
Trustee, Ward 76 
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