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Administrators' Message
Dear Parents, 
 
We  will look forward to welcoming everyone back from Spring
Break on Tuesday, April 6th.  Although nature has been teasing us
with a last taste of winter, the calendar assures us that Spring will
eventually be here to stay, and with it will come the birth of new
life, renewed energy, and the possibility of new beginnings.

During the last three months of school, we gradually bring closure
to the 2020 - 2021 school year.  We are very proud of what your
children are achieving during this truly extraordinary year and we
encourage them to maintain their commitment to regular and
punctual attendance, and to assignment completion for the
remainder of the school year.

Thank you to the parents who support and encourage their
child/children's learning endeavors and who take time to celebrate
with them their daily challenges and successes.

Wishing you the joy and blessings of the Easter season,
 

Ms. Silvia Franzese                                                      Mr. Dan Alba
Principal                                                                            Assistant Principal
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Chaplain's Corner

School Immunization 
Programs on Hold

Please note that the School Immunization Program is still temporarily suspended until
September 2021, while AHS staff assist with COVID-19 immunizations.  This means our
grade 6 students will not be receiving their second immunization round for Hepatitis B.  

Grade 6 students who missed their first dose of  vaccine can still be immunized with the
same consent form that was signed for 2020/2021 school year when they enter grade 7.
AHS does not currently have new clinic availability at the health center for students
whose school program has been paused however, parents are encouraged to call
periodically to reassess clinic availability. The office number is 780-342-2800 (press 3 for
the school team).

Holy Week

Holy means "set apart." Christians set apart an
entire week - Holy Week - to recall the events
surrounding the suffering, Death, and Resurrection
of Jesus.  

The liturgies of Holy Week are filled with some of the richest and most ancient symbols of
the Catholic faith. The waving of palms on Passion (Palm) Sunday reminds us that we are
called to be followers of Jesus, not just fans who cheer from a distance. The washing of
feet on Holy Thursday speaks to us of the selfless love that we are called to practice in
imitation of Jesus. The veneration of the cross on Good Friday reminds us that, as
Christians, we believe that Jesus can overcome anything, even death. The lighting of the
Easter fire in a darkened church and the celebration of baptisms on Holy Saturday speak
to us of the new life that is ours because of Jesus’ triumph over the darkness of sin and
death through his resurrection.

Our school community will celebrate Easter on Wednesday, April 21st at 10:00 a.m.  St.
Charles Parish will livestream a special mass for the St. Lucy, St. Charles, Bishop Savryn,
and Bishop Greschuk School communities .  Parents are invited to take in the mass as well.  
The link can be accessed through the St. Charles Parish website. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/holy-week/articles/the-living-presence-of-the-heart-of-god


We love being part of the St. Lucy School community and we
like to show it!  Once again, we are placing an order for t-
shirts, long sleeve shirts, and hooded sweatshirts.  

Parents may order and pay online through PowerSchool. 
 The deadline for orders and payment is April 12th, 2021. 
 Delivery is expected within 3 - 4 weeks from that date.

 

St. Lucy Spirit Wear

Spirit Day
Wear/Eat One Colour Day
On Friday, April 16th all students and staff are invited to eat food of one color and dress
in one color for the day!



2021 - 2022
f Y

Feed the Hungry
St. Lucy School students will be participating in a school-wide social justice initiative
from the week of April 6 - 9th in support of the Edmonton Food Bank. We have been
learning about gratitude, kindness, and almsgiving throughout the Lenten season, as
we continue to be disciples of Jesus' example. This time of year, food donations are not
as plentiful, and we are looking to our amazing school community to be stewards of His
love through the gift of almsgiving.
 
Students are asked, where possible, to provide a non-perishable food donation: 

Kindergarten: Cereal
Grade 1: Granola bars
Grade 2: Canned vegetables
Grade 3: Canned fruit
Grade 4: Canned/ boxed soup
Grade 5: Pasta
Grade 6: Pasta sauce

If you are able, and willing, additional donations of beans (with or without pork) and
canned meat are also being collected.
 
We thank you in advance for your support and participation. 

“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta



Every year, Alberta Education has surveyed students, parents, and staff as part
of their Accountability Pillar survey. This year, the survey name has been
changed to the Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) Survey. All students in
Grades 4-6 and all certified teachers will complete the survey at school or online
before April 23rd, 2021. The administration of the survey will include both
students learning in-person and students learning at home due to COVID-19.

Alberta Education will mail out survey packages to parents this year. In the
survey package, you will find: a copy of the Education Minister’s letter to
parents, a letter containing a Random Access Code (RAC) for accessing the
survey online, and instructions for accessing the survey in other languages.
Parents/Guardians with more than one child in the relevant survey grades will
receive a separate survey and RAC for EACH child.

Completing the survey online is the quickest and most efficient way for Alberta
Education to receive a completed response. Parents can still choose to complete
the survey on paper by request (details will be included in the survey package
you will receive).

Several items related to COVID-19 have been added to the end of the survey in
order for the Ministry to collect some basic information about the student and
parent experience during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Alberta Education
Assurance Survey (AEA)

Pick-Up and Drop-Off 
of Students

Please be reminded that there is no stopping in the bus lane in front of
the school. This space is designated for our 4 yellow school busses and
the space must be open when they arrive.



Scholastic Virtual Book Fair

Tweet, Tweet!

Home Reading 
Program Stars for March

Be sure to follow us on Twitter: St. Lucy School @StLucyECSD as
another way of hearing about the great things going on at our school!

We would like to sincerely thank all students
participating in our Home Reading Program.  The
following students names were drawn and they
have won a free new book to enjoy:
     1A - Ezrah
     1B - Kane
     2A - Mirad
     2B - Vienna
     3/4A - Frirdi
     3B - Idinmachim
     4B - Benjamin
     4D - Britney
     5B - Lys
     5D - Vianne
     5/6A - Georgia
     6A - Ava

Many thanks to those who made online purchases during our virtual Spring Scholastic
Book Fair! Your continued support of our students is appreciated!

Calling all fans of Instagram! Be sure to add the new St. Lucy Instagram
account to your favourites. Go to @stlucy_ecsdyeg to find pictures of the
amazing things happening at our school!

Picture This!



Throughout the year many of our students have already been bringing in their
tabs from juice and pop cans and for that we are very grateful, but we think we
can do more!  

 St Lucy, here is your challenge! We are creating a contest, each class will be asked
to collect as many tabs as they can, the class on the last school day of every month
that has the most tabs wins a treat (ice cream sandwiches, popsicles). 

Each class will receive a Ziploc bag, these bags will be kept in the classrooms, your
child will be asked to fill these bags with tabs for the month. You can ask your
family and friends to help you collect tabs too!

 At the end of the month, two of our gr 56A students will
collect them, count them, and the class with the most tabs will
receive their treat! We will do this for the months of April,
May, and June. Please start sending them in when we come
back from Spring Break! 

The collected tabs will be given to the St. Charles Knights of
Columbus who will donate them to Canadian Wheelchair
Canada who uses them to create the aluminum frames for
wheelchairs. Your donations will help someone in need live a
better life. 

Last Call for Yearbook Orders
 

Parents can login to PowerSchool and see the option to purchase one for the
2020/21 school year. The books are only $18.00 and are a wonderful keepsake for
your child. Yearbooks will be printed during the summer and distributed when
delivered to the school in September or October.  Orders and payment will be
accepted up to and including May 31st.

Memories

St. Lucy Tab Challenge



Happy Spring!  St. Lucy School is excited to once again offer the option to purchase spirit
wear!  A huge shoutout to the ECSD finance team who was able to set the sale up through
PowerSchool.  

The April School Advisory Council meeting will take place via MicroSoft Teams on
Wednesday, April 21st at 6:30 pm.  All are invited to attend.

Please continue to send in your Oxford Save-On-Foods (12903 153 Ave) receipts after
you do your shopping, as this program supports our school and it's so easy! Remember to
include your child's name and grade on the back of the receipt. 

School Advisory
Council

St. Charles Parish News
Holy Week and Easter Mass Times

Palm Sunday (March 27/28):

Saturday – 4:30 pm & 6:30 pm; Sunday – 9 am, 11 am, 5 pm, and 7

pm.

Holy Thursday (April 1): 7 pm

Good Friday Liturgies (April 2): 11 am, 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm

     

Holy Saturday (April 3): 10 am – Morning Prayer and Blessing of Food 
There will be NO 4:30 pm or 6:30 pm masses on Holy Saturday

Easter Vigil (April 3): 9 pm

Easter Sunday (April 4): 9am, 11am, 5pm, 7pm

Remember to Register: You must register for each mass, as our capacity is limited due
to Covid restrictions. To register, simply go to our parish website: www.saint-
charles.com   If you don’t have access to a computer, please call the office to register at
780-456-5399.

Live-Streamed Masses: Many of our Holy Week liturgies are live-streamed. Simply go
to our parish website www.saint-charles.com to access them.

http://www.saint-charles.com/
http://www.saint-charles.com/
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“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”. 
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal 
challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the 

Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 
 (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20) 

  

 
A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply with our global 
circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and issued a call to us to work 
together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in his glory shine through in our hearts and 
our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work together to bring living witness to our faith with hope 
and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the Division’s 
highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. For each year of the plan, 
projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to Alberta Education so that they are aware 
of our needs when they are deciding on building schools across the province.  You can view our Capital Plan by 
visiting www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its departments, with 
the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure that we can maximize funding to 
our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and inefficient infrastructure. We are fulfilling a 
commitment to find operational efficiencies and financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has purchased 
the building known as the 50th Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more than 300 
Division employees under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  The 
purchase, which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in operations and 
maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being used to bolster the 
Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 
  
Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and families will be 
comfortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of our families have indicated 
that they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200412_urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre
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In the fall of 2020, ECSD hired an independent research team to evaluate our School Resource Officer (SRO) 
program in order to identify its strengths and to make recommendations on its areas for growth.  The team is 
composed of 3 researchers from the University of Alberta, University of Toronto, and Carleton University. This 
year long study will explore how the current SRO Program impacts various areas of interest such as school 
safety, student engagement, crime, diversion from the justice system and diversion from Child and Family 
Service involvement.  It will also explore the experience of students, parents, staff, and officers through a 
mixed methods approach.  Families in schools that have an SRO will receive more information directly from 
the Division about participation in the study in the upcoming months. 
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of Renewed Encounter, and 
chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The article is included as an accompaniment to 
this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti  
journey, I will leave you with one of the prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 
  

A Prayer to the Creator 
Lord, Father of our human family, 
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace. 
Move us to create healthier societies 
and a more dignified world, 
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 
May our hearts be open 
to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us, 
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. 
Amen. 
 
 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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Easter, A Time of Hope 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 

Today, we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Today, we sing a hymn of victory, for in our Lord’s Passover from death to life, Christ 
our God has brought us from earth to heaven. 
 Truly, “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us exalt and rejoice in it!” 
 On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the other myrhh-bearing women went 
to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, which had been taken down from the cross and laid in a 
new tomb. When they arrive, an angel greets them saying, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Go 
quickly and tell his disciples. So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples” (Matthew 28: 5-8). 
 As Christians we are above all people of hope. 
 The message of Easter is the message of hope. Jesus comes into the world as one of us to 
tell us of God’s love and to invite us to follow him. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us 
the hope of a new life, eternal life, in communion with God as God had intended when he first 
created us. 
 Pope Francis, in his latest book, “Let Us Dream, the Path to a Better Future,” sees hope 
as one of the lessons learned coming out of the pandemic. He writes, “To come out of this crisis 
better, we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to 
dream.” 
 Crisis comes from the Ancient Greek κρίσις (krísis). [Remember My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding?  Give me a word, any word, and I will show you that the root of that word is Greek!]. 
Crisis means decisive moment, a turning point. Crisis does not just mean that the world is 
coming to an end and I don’t know what to do. Rather, crisis also has the meaning in the sense of 
opportunity, a crossroad, with a choice on which road shall we travel next. 
 Pope Francis offers a path to a better future. He sees hope coming out of the crisis of the 
pandemic. Amongst the inspiring words coming out of his book “Let Us Dream,” the Holy 
Father writes:   
 

We must redesign the economy so that it can offer every person access to a 
dignified existence while protecting and regenerating the natural world.  

What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, sprinkled with a 
healthy sense of humour, which allows us to endure and make space for change to 
happen. 



When I speak of change I mean that those people who are now on the edges 
become the means of changing society. 

We do not possess the truth so much as the truth possesses us, constantly 
attracting us by means of beauty and goodness. 

Sin is a rejection of the limits that love requires. 
Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we 

can offer others. 
 
 Jesus’ resurrection from the dead offers us new hope. But it also offers us a choice. We 
can return to our old sinful ways where me, myself and I are my closest and only friends, or we 
can see the world through new eyes, see creation and each other the way God sees us, with love 
and mercy. Let us dare to dream of a better future! 
 
Easter is truly a time of hope! 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 
Bishop David 



Fratelli Tutti - Summary of Chapters 7 and 8 
In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis reminds us all that it is not enough just to engage in 
encounter. We have to face the reality of the injuries of past mis-encounters, and so we have to establish 
and walk the paths of re-encounter (Ch. 7). We need to heal the wounds, which requires seeking and 
offering forgiveness. To forgive is not to forget. We need to be daring and start from the truth—the 
recognition of historical truth—which is the inseparable companion of justice and mercy. All this is 
indispensable for advancing towards peace. Conflict is inevitable on the road to peace, but violence is 
inadmissible. That is why war is a recourse that must be rejected, and the death penalty a practice that 
must be eliminated. 

 



The different religions of the world recognize human beings as God's creatures. As creatures, we are in a 
relationship of fraternity. The religions are called to the service of fraternity in the world (Ch. 8). In 
dialogue and with hearts open to the world, we can establish social friendship and fraternity. In our 
openness to the Father of all, we recognize our universal condition as brothers and sisters. For 
Christians, the wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is 
what inspires our actions and commitments. This path of fraternity also has a Mother called Mary. Faced 
with those injured by the shadows of a closed world and still lying by the roadside, we are invited by 
Pope Francis to make our own the world's desire for fraternity, starting with the recognition that we are 
“Fratelli tutti”, brothers and sisters all. 

 
Resource: https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html 
Submitted by Fr. Julian Bilyj, ECSD Chaplain 

https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html
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Spring Break 
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Holy Thursday 
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 Good Friday 
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Holy Saturday 
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Easter Sunday 
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Easter Monday 
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Wear & Eat Only-
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Easter Mass 

 live-streamed from  
St. Charles Parish 
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6:30 pm 
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Class Picture Day 
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30 
Spirit Day: 

Crazy Hair Day 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
T5X 4L9 
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FAX: 780 457 4361 
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Silvia.Franzese@ecsd.net 
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