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Administrators' Message
Spring has finally arrived in all of its splendor and glory; and with it, long
evenings and signs of new life. Because everyone enjoys the extended
daylight hours during the Spring season, it is often a challenge for
parents to ensure that their children have the proper rest to enable
them to function successfully at school. Although there are only two
months left in the school year, there is still a fair amount of
instructional material to be covered and so it remains important for
students to be in regular attendance and on time for school.

Happy Mother’s Day to all our St. Lucy School moms! Mary, the Mother
of Jesus, and the patron saint of our Edmonton Catholic School
Division, is the greatest example of motherhood ever known. There is
no greater  gift than a mother’s love, and we see that gift reflected daily
in the faces of our students. We witness children who treat each other
with  compassion; we observe loyalty when they share friendships with
others;  we view acts of kindness when someone is invited to join a
game; we  see respect when guests are greeted with a big smile; and we
witness empathy and understanding when a heartfelt “I’m sorry” is
whispered to a student feeling hurt. Everything that mothers teach,
support, and  encourage on a daily basis, children do remember. Happy
Mother’s Day to all our mothers! Enjoy, relax and celebrate!

 
Ms. Silvia Franzese                                                     Mr. Dan Alba
Principal                                                                            Assistant Principal

Inside, read about:
Chaplain's Corner

Diversity Awareness

Virtual Spring Concert

Earth Day 2021

2021 2022 ECSD Calendar

Group Picture Day

Staff Long Service Awards

Class Setting Request

Home Reading Stars

School Twitter and Instagram

Year Book Orders - Last Call

St. Lucy Tab Challenge

School Advisory Council News

St. Charles Parish News

Chief Superintendent Message

Father Julian Message

May 2021 Calendar

2021 - 2022 ECSD Calendar

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chaplain's Corner
May - The Month of Mary

 
For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the entire month
of May to honour Mary, Mother of God.  Not just a day in May, but
the entire month!  By following Mary, we can see the way to love
Jesus more deeply and appreciate how much he loves us.  

 
One way we honor Mary is by praying the rosary. This is usually done using a set of beads with a
crucifix attached. We pray the rosary by praying the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory to the Father
over and over again. This creates a peaceful rhythm of prayer during which we can reflect on the
special times in the lives of Mary and Jesus. These form the “mysteries” of the Rosary, four sets of
meditations that include:  Joyful Mysteries, Sorrowful Mysteries, Glorious Mysteries, The Mysteries
of Light.

Living Rosary Virtual Celebration
May is the Month of Mary and on Wednesday, May 5th, 2021, St. Lucy classes will be participating in a
virtual liturgy of the Living Rosary. Rosary means chain of roses and each bead on the rosary
represents a rose which is a prayer. The rosary tells us about the life of Jesus and his mother Mary.
During the Living Rosary students will be praying the rosary in their classrooms, bead by bead,
listening and reflecting on the Glorious Mysteries and prayers led by fellow students in 1B, 5B and
Father Julian.  Your child is welcome to bring a rosary from home to school that day for our Living
Rosary liturgy so that they are able to fully participate in the celebration.

Catholic Education Week
Catholic Education week celebrates the witness and mission of our Catholic Schools in the province of
Alberta.  It takes place from May 10 - 14th this year and the theme is "United in Prayer and Grateful
for Catholic Schools".  

"Just Like You"
Diversity Awareness Presentations

Over the next two weeks, St. Lucy students from kindergarten to grade 6 will participate in virtual
presentations on Diversity Awareness. The organization providing these presentations,
Variety – The Children’s Charity, describes this as an ...” empathy-based program that introduces
the concept of disability and celebration of differences to children at a young age. ∪sing direct,
impactful interactive workshops led by a person with a disability themselves, “Just Like You™”
challenges misconceptions surrounding disability and provides a new lens for seeing disability in a
positive, affirmative way.”



During the week of April 19-23, students and staff engaged in several activities designed to bring
awareness to the needs of our environment. Many classroom discussions centered on the need
to be better stewards of our common home and the difference we can make when we all do our
part.
Please take notice of the cleanliness of our school grounds when you have an opportunity. This
was carried out by our students on Earth Day (April 22nd) and done in conjunction with
Edmonton’s ‘Capital City Clean Up’.

 

On Wednesday, May 19th, 2021 we will be sharing our Spring Concert. The theme
of this year’s Spring Concert is The Magic of Disney! Following ECSD Covid-19
procedures, each class will be performing a classic Disney song using their voices,
bodies and instruments. 

Due to the Covid-19 performance restrictions, we are unable to have a live concert
and will be video recording each performance. A professional videographer will be
coming to St. Lucy on Tuesday, May 11th to record each class. We ask that you
please try your best to have your child present that day as it will be the only day
that we will be recording for the concert. For the recording, students are welcome
to wear Disney themed clothing and outfits, including shirts, pants, dresses, socks,
headbands, hats, costumes and masks (not covering the eyes).

Every St. Lucy student has worked hard in their music classes learning their Disney
piece of music to share with their school community. A link of the Spring Concert
will be shared with families on Wednesday, May 19th, 2021 that so you can also be
a part of this magical event!

Thank you for your continued support of St. Lucy’s music program!

Earth Day 2021

The Magic Of Disney
Spring Concert



2021 - 2022

Attached, you will find a copy of the recently approved 2021 - 2022 ECSD Calendar.  Note that
there will be a fall break next year.  In addition to having Thursday, November 11th off, families
will have Friday, November 12th and Monday, November 15th off as well.

The number of instructional hours for the year has NOT changed.  As a result, we have had to
adjust our start time slightly in order to make up for the two additional days off.

Starting in September 2021:
First Bell:  8:37 a.m.  (*3 minutes earlier than this year)
Instruction Begins:  8:42 a.m.

End of school day times remain the same:  12:15 p.m. on Thursdays and 3:15 p.m. on all other
week days.

Hats on! 
for Mental Health Day

f Y

ECSD SChool Calendar
2021 - 2022

Group Picture Day
Our class group photos will be taken on Wednesday, May 26th.  Given the high
number of new COVID cases in the community, we felt it best to postpone from
the original date of April 23rd.  



As in previous years, we will not be accepting specific teacher names for classroom requests.
However, if you have educational reasons to request your child be placed in a particular learning
environment and/or is best suited to a particular teaching style due to their learning needs, please
describe your child’s learning needs and what kind of environment and program best suits his/her
needs. It is important that you submit this information in writing to the principal before May 28th.
After this date, the teachers will be developing class lists and there will be no changes once the lists
have been made since so many elements are taken into consideration when these lists are
developed. The information you submit will be shared with the classroom teachers as they develop
the class lists for next year. For your information, listed below is the criteria that teachers use when
creating classroom lists.

Ability Distribution
The best condition for an effective learning community is to place children in an environment where
there is a range of abilities. There is strength in diversity and students are able to draw on the
richness of positive group dynamics.

Gender Balance
It is important that the boy/girl ratio is as balanced as possible.

System Support
Children make new friends each year, however, it is important for them to move forward with
positive peer support. This will be taken into consideration as we move children into a new learning
environment.

Work Ethic
Some students are highly independent; others require more direction and support. Again, we need a
mix in order to create a supportive learning environment.

Long Service Staff
Recognition

Classroom Requests for 
2021 - 2022 School Year

Some of our staff members received recognition for long service to the Edmonton
Catholic School Division. Sincere congratulations and thanks to:

 
Mrs. Colistro (20 years of service)
Mrs. Pilon (10 years of service)



Tweet, Tweet!

Home Reading 
Program

Stars for April

Be sure to follow us on Twitter: St. Lucy School @StLucyECSD as
another way of hearing about the great things going on at our school!

We would like to sincerely thank all students
participating in our Home Reading Program.  The
following students names were drawn and they
have won a free new book to enjoy:
     K AM - Jared
     K PM - Deshawntay
     1A - Olivia
     1B - Joshua
     2A - Dillon
     2B - Bianca
     3/4A - Liam
     3B - Fadi
     4B - Tristan
     4D - Gage
     5B - Benz
     5D - Jed
     5/6A - Bakoge
     6A - Snair

Calling all fans of Instagram! Be sure to add the new St. Lucy Instagram
account to your favourites. Go to @stlucy_ecsdyeg to find pictures of the
amazing things happening at our school!

Picture This!

Behavior
Students exhibit a variety of behaviors. Some students require more guidance and positive role

modeling on what is acceptable and proper behavior. It becomes important to distribute

children who have behavioral needs among the different classrooms.

Children with Exceptional Needs
Students who may require academic challenge or academic support, equal distribution of these

students in each classroom, need to be considered.

Parent Information
Parents can provide insights into student needs and learning environments that can influence

what program and/or in which environment a student may work better.



Our first month of the St. Lucy Tab Challenge
went incredibly well.  Thank you to ALL who
collected and sent in tabs.  Congratulations to
the 3B and 4B homeroom classes for bringing
in the most tabs!

Ben B. in Homeroom 3B was thrilled when his
grandmother reached out via Facebook
asking for tabs.  A woman named Wendy, who
has a sister who uses a wheel chair full time, 
 had been collecting tabs for over 10 years
and had been looking for the right place to
donate them.  She decided to give Ben over
40, 000 tabs she had collected over the years.  
Thank you Ben, and thank you Wendy!

Last Call for Yearbook Orders
 

Parents can login to PowerSchool and see the option to purchase a yearbook for the
2020/21 school year. The books are only $18.00 and are a wonderful keepsake for
your child. Yearbooks will be printed during the summer and distributed when
delivered to the school in September or October.
Orders and payment will be accepted up to and including May 31st.

Memories

St. Lucy Tab Challenge

The collected tabs will be given to the St. Charles
Knights of Columbus who will donate them to
Canadian Wheelchair Canada who uses them to
create the aluminum frames for wheelchairs. Your
donations will help someone in need live a better life.

The St. Lucy Tab Challenge will continue during the
month of May! 



School Advisory
Council

St. Charles Parish News

Thank you for all your support of School Council this year.  We haven't been able to do as
many things as we've wanted but appreciate your support in the fundraising that we have
done for our school!

This year we have helped to purchase: 60 chrome books, A-frame shelving for the Learning
Commons, tarmac stencils, additional Phys. Ed. equipment,  Lego pieces for Lego Wall in
Learning Commons, manipulatives and games for kindergarten, and boogie boards for
primary classes.

Please also continue to send in your Oxford Save-On-Foods receipts! 

Everyone is welcome to attend our next virtual school council meeting on Wednesday,
May 26 at 6:30 pm. We hope to see you there!

Help for Those in Need:

St. Charles has now set aside the 4th Friday of every month to
help those struggling financially. How does this work?
Parishioners are asked to pray and fast on the 4th Fridays, and
then to donate what they would have spent on food to St. Charles
emergency fund. All donations, big or small, are warmly
welcomed. If you, or anyone you know, are in need, please
contact Fr. Marc or Fr. JD at St. Charles parish (780-456-5399).

Change to Mass Schedules:

The 6:30 pm Saturday mass has been cancelled for the time being. Our weekend mass schedule is
as follows: Saturdays @ 4:30pm, Sundays @ 9 am, 11 am, 5 pm, and 7 pm.

Weekday masses are: Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 9
am.
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“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar kind of 
movement, with characteristics that make it a dynamism of growth, aimed at the full development of the 
person…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for Catholic 

Education, 02/20/20) 
  

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, beginning May 10, 
we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic 
Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to explore 
the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of publicly funded 
Catholic education in Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 
course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual Humans of ECSD 
campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 
 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Councils 
and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our various 
planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our Division 
and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of greatest value in 
the education of their children. The four priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to 
Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School Councils (COSC) 
was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board Agenda Package by 
clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this engagement were used at the 
Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the Division Budget. Individual schools 
will use their specific results to inform their School Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 
 
The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new schools which were 
announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our students, staff, and the 
greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr 
Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School 
(Heritage Valley). 
  
We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-person learning 
after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a virtual learning 
environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to our educational 
system and look forward to being together again. 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Division/Trustees/Board%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2020-2021/2020-2021%20Board%20Agendas/08%20April%2028,%202021%20.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Y9Fe9m
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth
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May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time 
where we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic 
Schools. “(She) reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She 
also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of 
God, made in the image and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, 
Holy is Thy Name, 2017)  
 
Have a glorious May! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 



CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 

 

Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our 

Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics across the 

globe give thanks for the gift of Catholic 

Education through the celebration of the World 

Catholic Education Day. This year, the theme of 

Catholic Education Week in the province of 

Alberta is Those Who Hope in the Lord Shall 

Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s 

Catholic Education Week is taken from the book 

of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words 

of hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of 

challenges that we have experienced throughout 

this school year. “Today too, amid so much 

darkness, we need to see the light of hope and to 

be men and women who bring hope to others. 

To protect creation, to protect every man and 

every woman, to look upon them with 

tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of 

hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the 

heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” 

– Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of 

Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic 

Education Week in the month of May that in the 

Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a 

special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of God, 

is also the patron saint of our Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more 

about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and 

the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel 

testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 

words. She understood the work of the Holy 

Spirit unlike anyone else in the history, other 

than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are 

very few records of Mary’s obvious words in the 

texts of the New Testament. However, there is 

no lack of her presence at the most important 

events in the life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of her Son. Mary always 

encountered God in profound ways from the 

beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every 

encounter, she surrendered to love and was 

changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the 

Mother of God – Theotokos – the Greek word 

that means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is 

used throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s 

Liturgy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s 

deep Marian piety and devotion. An insistence 

of the Early Church Council on the use of the 

title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected 

an effort to preserve the teaching of the Church 

that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and 

that these two natures are always united in His 

One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of 

Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic 

Education Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, 

and that way be united in faith and prayer for 

Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of 

God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many 

of the paintings and icons, we stand united in 

prayer with her and grateful for the Catholic 

Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we 

celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 

10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 

faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the 

students whom we serve, their parents and 

families, and our trustees, administrators, 

teachers, and staff who make it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  

ECSD Chaplain 
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St. Lucy Catholic 
Elementary School 

“Growing With God”    

CALENDAR  
OF  

EVENTS 



First Day of Operation
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 First Day of Instruction
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 September 1, 2021
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Last Day of Instruction
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 June 28, 2022
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 Last Day of Operation

June 29, 2022
Labour Day  Sept 6

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S Thanksgiving Day  Oct 11

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 Faith Formation Day/PD Oct 18

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Remembrance Day Wknd Nov 11-15

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Christmas Vacation Dec 20 to 31

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 New Year's Day observed Jan 3

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31 Family Day Feb 21

31 Teachers' Convention Mar 3-4

Spring Break Mar 28 to Apr 1

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S Good Friday Apr 15

1 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 Easter Monday Apr 18

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Victoria Day May 23

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 27 28 29 30 31

30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

 

 Non-instructional days Cancellation of early dismissal

 Non-operational days Early dismissal

September 2021August 2021

February 2022 March 2022

April 28, 2021

October 2021 November 2021 December 2021

ECSD SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021-2022

August 30, 2021
July 2021

April 2022 May 2022 June 2022

January 2022

ecsd.net

August 2 0

September 21 21

October 20 19

November 19 19

December 13 13

January 20 20

February 19 19

March 19 17

April 18 18

May 21 21

June 21 20

Tota l 1 93 187

MONTH Operational 
Days

Instructional 
Days
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